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CHAPTER  I, 


X  AM  not  fond  of  private  theatricals/' 
Said  Mr.  Arlingford,  with  a  portentous 
frown— '^  I  am  not  fond  of  lady-actresseSf 
and  I  am  not  fond  of  lady  Marlowe.^'f 

^*  But  your  nieces  will  not  heooxnejßdy* 
actresses,  sir ;  they  will  not  join  in  any 
of  the  theatrical  amusements  at  Elm 
House,  exoept  as  spectators,"  Mrs.  Ar- 
lingford  replied,  endeavouring  to  soften 
the  asperit^  of  this  reflisal ;  **  why,  there- 
fore,  should  you  object  to  their  acoepting 
lady  Marlowe's  kind  invitation  ?** 

**  I  am  not  fond  of  lady  Marlowe,  and 
TGL.  X.  B  I  am 
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I  am  not  fond  of  private  theatricals^" 
again  repeated  the  inexorable  guardian. 

"  You  are  not  fpnd  pf  any  amuse- 
ments^  ühcle,**  rejoined  Ooiwtaftce,  the 
youngest  nieee  of  Mr.  Arlingford.  "  But 
our  sentiments/'  she  laughingly  continu- 
ed,  **  are,  on  this  poiiit,  as  dissimilar  as 
on  many  others;  aad  even  now,  in  a 
very  little  time,  I  oould  prove  the  ill 
taste  you  have  displayed  in  regard  to 
theatrical  amusements,  only  /  am  nU 
ßmd  x^f'üTgwmenlT 

"Witli  aomeihing  resembliDg  a  smlie 
<m  Kis  couiiteiiance,Mr.  Arlingford  tum- 
ed  his  faead  a  little  tovrards  lits  nieee,  and 
in  a  gitmüSing  t<me  exdaimed-^^^Pho ! 
nonsiense !  1  tim  not  fond^of  debdtes.  YSet 
yoM  gone,  tfhflä— ^s^öt  off  tö-twgbt*— take 
yours^lf  away-^1  «m  lifot  fond  ©f  «ueh 
fl^ngs;  a!«ray  to  yonr  Äfvaafite  ladjr* 
player--*4os.night,  if  yeu  please/'  "' 

i%e  smlleoT^onstance,  whtti,  Ifavittg 
written  a  fftwty  note  to  lady  'Marlatw, 
ittke  ratng^flie'bcdfl  and  äeHveredittoher 
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unele^s  senrtnt»  nid,  or  seemed  to  svfM. 
^^  I  knew  you  could  not  refute  mef 
•wfailflt  tbe  dd  domertic,  having  reoeived 
lier  Orders,  retired  in  haste  to  executt 

Mr.  Artingford  tumed  as  hastily  round 
«^'^  Stay,  John,3tay  r  he  «xdaimed ;  bot 
Jbhn  hftd  disi^peured.  *^  Constanoe,  ring 
the  bell/' 

Constanoe  aflfected  not  to  hear. 

'^'  I  am  not  even  master  of  my  own 
servants,"  growled  the  dd  gentieman^ 
whtlst  ligbting  a  fresh  pipe  of  tobaooo ; 
and  in  gloomy  silence  he  proeeeded  to 
fill  the  apartment  with  its  «uffocating 
fumes^  whdlly  regardkss  of  ttie  annoy« 
anae  tfaey  gave  to  his  oompaniona. 

I^en  Arlingford  oould  not  aupprett  a 
eoughi  which  the  umell  of  tobacco  alwaya 
axoHed,  and  instantly  her  cmele  dedared 
tbe  noiae  diatracted  him-^*'  This  oTer* 
attttki^,  ddMcate  auaceptibiUtyi  young 
fady,''  he  coMlnued»  ^  ia  one  proof  of  the 
bl^sed  effeetsinich  «  fiieiwdBhlp  aa  youm 

B  2  with 


4  THE  UNCLE8. 

witb  a  Markme  factum  never  fails  to 
produoe.'' 

"  You  forget,  my  dear  unde,**  retün»- 
ed  Constance,  '^  the  original  cause  of  tbis 
unfortunate  sensibility — you  quite  fbr- 
get,  that  not  until  last  November  (a 
month  subsequent  to  Ellen's  introdtic- 
tioh  to  the  lady-player),  did  you  find  it 
necessary  to  sit  through  the  whole  of  a 
winter  evening  beside  an  open  window, 
near  wbieh  Ellen  was  obliged  to  remain 
your  partner  at  backgammon." 

Mr.  Arlingford  was  subject  to  fits  of 
deafness — he  was  under  their  influence, 
and  the  silence  remained  unbroken  tili 
the  ladies  retired  from  the  dining-room. 

"  You  have  borne  off  the  palm  of  vic- 
tory,  Constance,"  said  Ellen,  asthey  were 
mutually  congratulating  each  othei*  upon 
the  gay  prospects  before  them ;  •*  but  I 
knowi  my  dear  sister,  you  will  join  with 
me  in  ascribing  a  great  portion  of  your 
success  to  our  dear  aunt,  as  the  exertions 

she  made  on  our  account "* 

"Without 
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^  Without  her  aid  I  could  bave  done 
nodiing/'  interrupted  Constance ;  ^*  my 
dear  aunt  stnboths  all  my  düBculties,  by 
ever  being  the  first  to  enter  on  the  sub- 
ject  in  dispute ;  the  first  heat  of  Opposi- 
tion (a  spirit  which,  you  vrell  know,  our 
guardian  delights  in  exercising)  is  ex- 
pended  upon  her ;  and  I  therefore  have 
little  merit  to  daim,  when,  tired  of  his 
recent  victotyi  he  allows  me,  in  my  tum, 
to  have  my  own  way.  Is  it  not  so, 
Ellen  ?'• 

Ellen  for  some  moments  remained  si- 
lent ;  at  lengtb,  without  answering  this 
appeal,  half- laughing,  and  employing 
herseif  in  tearing  to  pieees  a  beautiful 
sprig  of  geranium,  she  exclaimed — 
"  Constance,  I  will  venture  to  prognos- 
ticate,  the  influence  you  really  do  pos- 
sess  over  our  guardian  will  be  in  great 
requisition,  whenever  Blanche  wishes  to 
reward  a  favoured  swain'is  attachment  by 
the  gift  of  her  fair  hand.  My  uncle  will, 
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more  than  ordinary  bad  oocurred  to  de* 
ränge  bis  oomposure,  and  the  idea  wa$ 
more  confirmed  as  sbe  beard  bim  mut- 
tering,  between  tbe  whiffs — **  I  am  not 
fond  of  words ;  I  am  not  fond  of  nieces; 
I  am  not  Yond  of  being  a  gaardianr 

"  Any  particttlar  new«,  Ar  ?'•  inquired 
Constance,  witb  as  much  sang-jrcid  as 
sbe  could  assume,  and  pladng  a  basket 
of  choice  peacbes  before  ber  unde. 

Mr.  Arlingford  looked  up  at  her  a 
moment  in  profound  silence,  then  down 
on  tbe  peacbes ;  again  raised  bis  eyes  to 
bers,  and  again  lowered  tbem ;  bot  this 
time  tbey  were  directed  to  tbe  opened 
letter,  whieb  be  now  bastily  pusbed  to- 
wards  bis  niece ;  and  enveloping  bimself 
in  a  cloud  of  smoke,  pettisbly  exclaimed 
— ^*  Read  it  yourself,  Miss  Constance 
Arlingford;  ans  wer  it  yourself;  I  am 
not  fond  of  being  pestered  witb  snob 
correspondents/' 

Constanoe  instandy  obeyed,  and  ea- 
geily  seizing  the  letter,  gknced  heir  eye 

B  ^5  over 
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ward;  and  pladng  befefe  her  the  neoa^ 
saiy  lEDp]ements  for  wntiiigu*««*  I  thinkt'' 
she  eonttnued,  **  it  will  be  better  fbr  ma 
to  address  my  oounn  Julia  in  repljr^  and 
entreat  her  to  hasten  to  us  immediofeeljr» 
as,  of  eourte»  tbere  admita  not  a  doubl 
of  your  wishing  to  tee  her  at  Btookp 
limda.'' 

Mr.  Arlingford  in  olmoe  allowed  hia 
Diece  to  write,  direct,  and  aeal  her  letter 
of  invitation,  and,  without  oppositioik 
to  ring  the  bell,  and  desire  hia  cüA  &- 
vourite  servant»  who  anawered  bor  aum« 
mons,  to  send  it  off  inxmediately  to  tiie 
next  post-town.  But  wben  the  IsinA^ 
bearted  dome«tie,  respedfully  bowing^ 
was  bastening  to  obey,  his  maater  aud- 
denly  exclaimed~*^  John,  that  letter  ia 
fbr  Miss  Julia  Arlingford ;  trouble  not 
yourseH*  on  the  matter,  but  teil  your  &• 
Tourite  young  lady  that  her  eousin,  my 
nieee,  Miss  Julia  Arlingford,  ia  at  tbli 
moment  in  my  drawing-noom." 

Conataaee  uttered  an  exdaaaatioa  of 

B  6  delight. 
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ddight,  threw  bastiij  aside  one  or  two  - 
chairs  tbat  impeded  her  progress,  rushed  • 
past  the  old  servant,  and  vanished  from 
tbe  sight  of  her  how-irritated  uncle.  At 
the  entranoe  into  the.  drawing-room  she 
paused  a  moment  to  collect  her  scattered 
thoughts;  but  little  time  was  granted 
for  that  purpose;  a  gendeman  witbin 
the  apartment,  in  the  next  minute,  threw 
apen  the  door,  and  starting  back  a  few 
paces  in  surprise,  hastily  exclaimed — 
**  Julia,  come  hitber ;  this  lady  is,  I  ima- 
gine,  one  of  your  lovely  cousins." 

Constance,  gracefuUy  retuming  the 
stranger's  bow,  now  instantly  hastening 
forward  to  meet  the  approach  of  her 
trembling  relation,  affectionately  smiled^ 
and  extended  her  band ;  then  bade  her 
welcome  to  Brooklands,  and  endeavour- 
ed  to  express  tbe  pleasure  she  feit  at  the 
unexpeeted  meeting;  but  the  melan- 
eholy  appearance  of  the  interesting  girl» 
wbo,  clad  in  the  deepest  mouming»  stood 
trembling  brfore  her,  and  whose  pale» 

expressive^ 
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exp^i'essiye,  yet  loyely  coüntenancei  be- 
traying  a  mind  böwed  down  by  grief, 
strack  the  chord  of  sympathy  in  her. 
heart;  and  after  an  ineffectual  struggle 
for  utterance  and  composure,  Constance 
folded  her  arms  round  the  smking  Julia,! 
and  butet  into  tears. 

The  voice  of  JuUa's  travelling-compa- 
nion  at  length  aroused  her,  and  endea- 
vouring  to  check  her  feelings,  that  still 
would  not  be  whoUy  controlled,  smiling 
tfarough  her  tears,  Constance  attempted 
to  apologize  for  the  agitation  she  had 
been  led  into  disj^aying;  then  again 
tuming  to  Julia,  in  whom  all  her  pre- 
sent  thoughts  were  centered — "  My  un* 
de,"  she  continued,  ^*  must  not  see  either 
of  his  nieces  tili  they  can  smik  a  little 
more  cheerfuUy  upon  him;  nor  will  I 
allow  you,  my  dear  cousin,  to  meet  ei- 
ther my  aunt  or  sisters,  tili  you  have 
Mgained  more  composure,  and  tasted  a 
little  refreshment." 

Constance  rang  the  bell  for  the  latter» 

and 
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aod  then^  wfailst  asaisting  J«]ia  im  taknig 
cK  ibe  pelisBe  tluit  bad  c&fouded  her 
beautiful  figore,  was>  so  toCaUy  occupied 
in  legwdiiig  ite  perfed  symmetry,  as  to 
be  otterly  unoonmous  c^  the  admintion 
her  own  appearance  exoited,  and  whidi 
was  now  beheld  witb  nomentary  in- 
cmmDg  deligfat  by  the  gentleman,  who 
still»  ttnregarded,  rrniained  m  tbe  apart- 
ment« 

Her  meditatlona  were  at  lengA  inter- 
nipted  by  the  kwdw^^ntiiiued  vinging  of 
a  bell»  which  she  instantly  recogniaed  as 
thak  of  her  uziele ;  and,  by  its'  kngtfa- 
ened  peal»  tolerably  weil  guessed  hia 
mood  was  not  the  most  pktcid.  Anxialia 
ta  reeoDve  her  young  friend  fi^dm  the 
sligbtest  ehanoe  of  being  alturmed  l^  his 
unetpected  appearancsc^  or  of  bekig  se^ 
parated  fiom  bor  by  any  peveaiptory 
vnmubi,  ahe  presaed  Julia  sti|l  iDore 
anxkmdy.torethre;  and haringat  lengt^ 
obtained  her  consent,  condocted  the  pow 
9tl  to  her  iqoartmeiit;  and;  tfaen  hurried 

back 
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baäs  JBto  tbe  gatdw»  agaiii  t^  se^  Afoa 
Ju*Hi^ftn|»  iü  telaite  to  her  aistora  tä 
Itot  hsidi  passQcl  is  tbe  kt0  intov^iew». 
and  to  lüform  tbcsn  of  aUL  al»  koew  »♦ 
specÜDg  tbeir  joiing  eoufiifi.  Buftkitlm 
last  rei^kect  9he  fband  them  bettev  in«* 
fbrnesd  i^m  bcssctf;  iimn  theit  anwk 
tiißj  bad  kamied  Imuiy  p^r(&H(rl«ni  to 
wfaieb  9be  hcarsctf  was  a  slanDger.  Bat 
iKMiTy  in  her  tum,  lequesting  similar  ii^ 
fimnaticn,.  was  aoon  informed  that  Mr&. 
ArlmgfioKd  bad»^  c»  heaiing  irom  Joba 
of  the  unexpccted  arrival  of  tbe  two 
stinDgers^  and  dn  xeading  the  letter  poor 
Julia  had  giren  into  tbe  Gm*e  of  tbe  old 
dmneatio,  flow»  into  a  violant  tage,  and 
bad  peremptorily  insi^ted  upcaa  hia  wiie^a 
dispatfffaiiig  tbe  ünwelodMiie  intriidttr  im-» 
mediately  from  tbe  boisae;. 

Mva.  Arlingford  had  attem|»feed^  but 
vaiidj,  to  eKpöstolate  on  the  jsiba^xta!^ 
bty .  and.  cmdty*  of  tbia  pMeeedhig.;  hnt 
Ae  ai^oed  in  vain^^the  arUtary  oidnr 
DMÄflgaDa  ropeotad;  tiUr-fiiK^g  it  iati* 

possible 
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possible  either  to  exeoate  tbe  harsh  de« 
cree,  or  to  soften  tbe  obdiirate  heart  of 
her  lord  and  master,  43he  bad  sought  tbe 
aid  of  Constance,  and  now  bad  cause  to 
rejdioe  uponthe  suocessfal  tmninatioB 
of  her  plans. — "  Forgive  me,  dear  Con- 
sfeance/'  she  tben  continued,  '*  wben  I 
acknowkdge  that  all  tbe  measures  you 
pursued,  duringtbis  last  momehtous  in- 
terview with  your  uncle,  were  anxiously 
observed  by  me;  I  .foUowed  in  your 
st^  towards  tbe.  bouse»  but  paused  at 
tbe  entrance ;  and  tbrougb  tbe  glass-door 
wbich  opens  into  tbe  psorlour,  I  watcbed 
and  admired  tbe.calmness,  tbe  prompti* 
tnde,  with  wbicb  you  executed  thecom- 
mission  assigned  you.  Mr.  Arlingford 
was  too  mucb  engaged  in  watcbing  you 
to  pereeive  tbe  dose  vicinity  of  bis  wife ; 
and  I  remarked,  with  great.  satis&ction, 
tbe  chai^  of  expression  hijs  Qoudt^mhce 
gmduaO^  asauinjed  as  you  ^  eontiiiued  /  to 
wvite.  But,  my  dear  girl^  your  retreät 
was  too  rapid— ^tbe  gloomy  expression 
I  again 
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^aifi  retumed,  and  again  I  trembled  for 

the  result ;  poor  John  too,  I  oould  per- 

oeive»  was  equally  alarmed;  and  wben 

Mr.  Arlingford  again  repeated  to  him 

the  cruel  order  he  had  previously  given 

me,  the  good  creature*8  distress  was  most 

pitiable* — *  Ah,  sir !  ah,  my  dear  master  !* 

in  tremulous  accents,  and  nearly  gasping 

for  breath,  he  exdaimed,  *  you  would  not 

think  of  tuming  poor  Miss  Julia  out  c( 

your  doors,  if  once  you  had  seen  her 

sw€et  beautifui  hce ;  why  'tis  the  very 

picture  of  her  fathei^s-^f  your  own  bro- 

ther,  sir — of  him  who,  when  a  boy,  saved 

your  life.    Oh,  the  poor  lamb !  all  pale, 

shaking,  and  fearful,  as  she  looked  just 

now,  whilst  she  addressed  me,  and  put 

this  letter  into  my  band ! — my  God,  I 

thought,  For  one  moment,  it  was  the  same 

given  me  forty  years  ago,  by  her  dear, 

dear  father,  written  to  you,  sir,  and  en- 

treating  you  to  admit  him,  if  only  for  a 

moment,  to  your  bedside,  just  that  he 

might  be  quite  satisfied  no  one  had  de* 

ceived 
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nivLiJ  liini,  mi  tfait  he  An»H  «aes 
"K>><'>  Miold  liis  dear  fanther  aUie;  jnal 
•o  piti-ous.  so  rntmtii^  did  Mr.  Ei- 
»•nl  loolv :  and  in  tte  Hext  inMMiit  jint 
»>  <li<l  ho  sinilc.  As  I  fKwaiNd  to  obey 
iliu  llKlur,  so  now  did I  pnanrlDoblige 
li|»  «liild  ;  „s  1  Said  t«  uaster  Edwaid— 

«'>».  «hU  doing  „eU;.  JMl  »  1  ,iid  to 

I  wd]   l'"' —   *^'*P  ■*  y*""  «pWta,  and 
'  *•  "•■<  you  bid  ;■  and  jurt  ao.  Ifte 

»«H*  '^rr:  .»'""*  y«:  I  fcel  «r, 
tNv^.h^  m!  •^°*'    **•'•  ««'"»« 

♦«>"«.  «  »♦«»H.rJl^"'  >«»«m«ter;  myoid 

•w   IK>   »^K»*a     ".  ■^""  would  but  ow» 
•^^  '  »i^.»^"*     ^""^  preswver ^^ 

Wanekeepci 
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hcmsekfieper  imoiedultely»  and  ämn  htr 
to  gf»  a  cdiamber  iii8tanfl3r  prepareA  ftr 
the  ufie  of  hi»  nüasteifs  fburCb  nieoe^  and 
tbat  no  more  vraa  he  to  be  pealered  on 
the  sullgeot  of  ber  anitaL  Ap^remptoqr 
oMtmacid  vtM  also  ifsaed  ki  üb,  that  we 
shottld  rafra»  ontering  the  diningHPOon 
agaao^.  tili  suDimoned,  by  the  imnl  nf^ 
Twl,  ta  retitm  thither  at  tea.** 

Constance  had  aeareely  tuaw  to  tbaidc 
her  aunt  fev  tfaia  iatdligenee»  ere  Blandhc^ 
hastily  interrupting  her,  exclümed-««» 
*^  Bat  tdl  me,  aiater»  wbat  is  ymir  own 
opinion  of  tbis  new^found  relative  ?  la 
ahe  liSk^iy  to  auik  ua?  la  daa  handaonia 
-t<-as  bandsome  a»^--^aa  EUan  and  yoiir«- 
seif?» 

Neitber  Mrs.  Arlingford  nor  Ellaob 
could  forbear  smiling  at  tbia  interroga«- 
tion>  nor  at  the  half*cc0eealed  vanity  it 
betrayed»  and  tfce  alaraied  tone  in  wbkh 
It  was  made ;  fbr  Bfaoiohe  was  a  remack«' 
ably-^beaiitiful  gurl»  ai%d  a  reanat kaUy-|)eB*> 
loiie  ofasierver  of  any  female  wbo  pvetencU 

ed 


kft  «^uch  too  long  a  tittie^  i;v!ith  M&dlto- 
tien  oüly  fcn*  bis  Mmpankm/' 

The  ibitr  iadies  now  proeeeded  to  <jhe 
StBWing^roofxi,  ^kere  the  stratig$ir  vef- 
MaS^neA  engaged  iii  feaAing  a  )Mter  ;^bi!it 
ImMilf  i'eturMing  it  to  hi$  pocket  on  thdi: 
eMraxiee,  received  Mrith  pdlit^tiess  <fh^ 
a^Mlogles  ^jifibfed  him  by  MtB.  AtVmg- 
fytA.  Ke  then  declined  tre^pas^g  any 
longer  on  4i€t  attention ;  and  Jiat^ag  re- 
quettäd  petmisiion  to  reiiew  his  Visit 
dn  the  fbllowing  moitung,  to  bid  ftre- 
i^ellto.  Julia,  tnade  bis  parting  bow,  MÄ 
fetired. 

In  the  ftext  instant  Mr.  Alüttgfowl*« 
b^  rang  vidlentfly ;  the  peal  seemed  to 
^Aeetrify  biü  wifb  antd  nieees ;  eaüh  loc^ced 
töward  the  otber  "vrith  tlie  inquidng  gaM 
fhtft  aeewied  to  ask— '•  Who  dares  fttrt 
to  ineet  f3ie  tyratit  in  hi^  present  irritable 
Modd  >^  Constance  was  *he  person  •  wbo 
attempted  te  jttln  tbe  despot;  but  Mrs. 
AfKn^a    pel«d^;%ig    h«r   ihtmübn, 

gently 


gently  prevented  it,  fttid  detaining  her 
niece  e  moment,  gaid*^"  I  wUl  go  to 
jour  unde,  my  love ;  do  3rou  prooeed  to 
tfae  Chamber  if(  Julia,  and  endeavour,  if 
poasiUe,  to  persuade  die  poor  girl  to  join 
US  p?esently  in  the  dining-roraa.** 

^*  My  dear,  amiable,  unfortanate  «unt,^ 
exdaimed  ]ffllen>  as  the  fortner  then  with* 
drew»  **  how  much  are  you  to  be  pitied 
ßyr  uniting  youraelf  to  auch  a  tyrant ! 
Your  &te  is  indeed  particularly  sevew, 
as  yottr  iqotiTes  fer  beeoming  hb  wlfe 
weve  most  excellenf 

''  But/'  intenupted  Conatanoe,  ^  <lie 
last  moments  ^  a  dying  fedier  wite 
itfaftti  gilded  by  a  ray  of  ecmifbrt ;  and  in 
.diemhing  ^the  i«ocäleeti<»i  of  «bat  pa- 
yenfs  last  biesfiiiig»  wy  dear  aunt  is  ra- 
«ignad  to  her  fate.*' 

^  Frdm  v^hat  cause  did  her  iirtlier  wirii 
to  aae  my  aunt  the  #ife  of  a  man  old 
^enouglh  to  be  her  parent?''  hHjiyired 
Blamhoi  ^  I  ^etinr  eouid  veally  tmder- 
itttid  the  Maioiia;  üw»  at  the  tloie  <( 

her 
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her  marriage,  I  was»  as  you  may  read- 
kct,  far  away  from  hence,  a  guest  at  my 
unde  Wallaoe's  delightful  house;  you 
djd  not  think  the  event  of  consequence 
gufficient  to  mention,  except  in  the  most 
cursory  way,  to  me;  and  since  our  resi- 
dence  here»  I  have  not,  tili  now,  remem- 
bered  to  make  any  inquiries  on  the  sub- 

jeet;* 

The  beautiful  Blanche  oecupied  her- 

self,  whilst  speaking,  in  arranging  her 
glossy  ringle  ts  before  the  glass;  and 
Constance,  half-angry  at  the  unfeeling 
tone  in  which  the  inquiry  was  made, 
eagerly  replied — ^*  Your  thoughts,  my 
de&r  sister,  are  ever  too  much  oecupied 
with  admiration  ofthose  beautiful  tresses» 
to  allow  of  any  sulgects  tnore  trivial  en- 
tering your  mind ;  I  therefbre  shall  now 
only  briefly  reply,  that  my  aunt  sacri- 
ficed  herseif  to  relieve  thß  apprehension$ 
of  an  ever-afiectionate,  but;  at  that  time, 
half-superannuated  and  certainly  d3dng 
parentj  whose  agony  at  the  idea  of  her 
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being  otherwise  left  desolate  and  unpor* 
tioned,  prompted  her  to  give  a  cheerless, 
unwilling  assent  to  the  proposals  of  mar- 
riage  our  uncle  had  just  then  made  her. 
In  this  World,  perhaps,  she  will  not  meet 
the  reward  due  to  her  filial  piety  and 
affection ;  but  happily,  my  dear  Blanche, 
our  excellent  aunt  has  never  expected  to 
receive  it  here,  and  I  need  not  retnind 
you  where  her  steadfast  hopes  have  long 
been  fixed." 

The  ardent-mindedy  affectionate  Con- 
stance  had  allowed  her  feelings  to  hurry 
her  on  far  beyond  the  limits  of  compre- 
hension  Blanche  possessed,  who  now 
ceasing  from  the  occupation  of  admiring 
hersel^  turned  gravely  round,  and  hav- 
ing  neither  heard  nor  understood  more 
than  half  of  Constance's  last  sentence, 
in  a  tone  of  eagemess  and  surprise,  ex- 
daimed— "  Does  then  my  aunt  expect 
our  guardian  will,  some  time  or  other, 
leave  Brooklands  ?  Where  does  she  hope 
or  wish  to  go  from  hence  ?   Are  we  to 

VOL.  I.  c  accompany 
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accoinpany  her  ?  are  we  ever  to  quit  this 
dull  place  r 

Foor  Constance  eould  not  reply  to  a 
set  of  queries  that  appeared  to  border  on 
an  Idiotie  vacaney  of  mind ;  but  turning 
abruptly  from  her  sister,  said  it  was  time 
to  seek  their  cousin  Julia,  and  persuade 
her,  if  possible,  to  join  the  family  at  the 
tea-table. 


CHAPTER  II. 


As  the  two  Cousins  entered  the  £^art- 
ment  where  their  guard^an  awaited  their 
appearance,  Constance  .feit  .the  arm  of 
her  young  friend  tremble  wUhin  hers; 
and  Ellen,  with  her  aunt,  perceived  the 
poor  orphan  in voluntarUy  shrink  back 
with  a  mingled  feeling  of  apprehension 
and  dismay,  as  she  first  caught  a  glimpse  • 
of  her  uncle's  forbidding  countenance. 

The 
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The  countenance  of  Mr.  Arlingford  was 
in^eed,  at  this  moment,  most  appalling 
to  a  stranger ;  nor  was  his  usual  gaunt, 
awkward  figure  much  improved  by  the 
dishabiUe  habit  wbich  a  really -severe 
CQld  had  this  day  tempted  hitn  to  as* 
sume.  Never  remarkable  for  over-cleaii- 
liness  of  person,  he  now  had  preferred 
displaying  a  much-soiled  flannel  dress- 
ing-gown  in  lieu  of  his  usual  shabby 
coat,  whichj  bad  as  it  was,  oertainly  set 
off  his  person  to  greater  advantage  than 
its  more  admired  rival  now  effected :  a 
large  bushy  wig  enveloped  his  immense 
h?ad,  over  which  also  a  square  silk  band- 
kerchief  was  thrown»  and  secured  to  it 
by  a  knot  under  his  chin.  As  his  poor 
trembling  nieee  now  entered,  leaning  for 
Support  on  the  arm  of  her  blooming  cou- 
sin,  Mr.  Arlipgford  half-raised  his  large, 
bU^k,  roUing  eyes,  and  glanced  for  an 
instant  at  th0  poor  girl  from  under  his 
sl^aggy  brows,  then  dosed  them  again  in 
suUen  silence»  and  appeared  determined 

c  2  upon 
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upon  reniaining,  for  the  presetit,  totaliy 
deaf  and  blind.  But  bis  truIy-amiaUe 
wife  instantly  rose  from  ber  seat,  and 
kindly  saluted  tbe  trembling  Julia ;  then 
tuming  to  her  busband,  wbose  eyes, 
tbougb  again  unclosed,  were  intently 
fixed  on  a  large  plateful  of  toast-and- 
butter,  in  a  besitating  tone  be  said — 
"  My  dear,  your  niece  Julia  is — is  Stand- 
ing." 

•  •    • 

"  Wby  does  sbe  not  please  tö  sit 
down?'*  was  tbe  polite  reply. 

Julia  waited  not  a  repetitioti  of  tbe 
question ;  agitated  and  subdued  by  emo* 
tion,  sbe  bad  already  sunk  on  a  cbair ; 
wbilst  Constance  approacbed  ber  uncle» 
and  taking  from  Ins  band  tbe  empty 
pipe  be  was  drumming  witb  upon  tbe 
table,  put  it  gently  aside,  and  substi* 
tuted  a  fresb  one  in  its  place. 

"  Wbo  advised  you  to  be  tbus  ofHd- 
ous,  bussy  ?  wbo  told  you  I  sböuld  tbank 
you  ?"  grumbled  out  tbe  stränge  being» 
as  witb  renewed  vigour  be  retumed  to 

bis 
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his  fitvourite  employment,  filling  the 
apartment  With  the  smoke  and  perfume 
he  so  much  enjoyed. 

''  Oh,  I  know  it  by  Intuition,"  in  a 
careless  tone,  Constance  replied ;  '*  by  in* 
tuition,  you  know,  uncle,  I  have  often 
discovered  your  most  secret— most  fa- 
vourite  wishes.  Shall  I  teil  you  which 
of  these  I  am  certain  is  uppermost  now 
in  your  heart  ?*' 

Mr.  Arlingford  made  no  reply,  except 
by  a  more  violent  pujff^  than  usual,  ac- 
icompanied  by  a  noise  from  his  throat, 
resembling  a  noie  of  acquiescence.  Con- 
stance well  understood  these  Signals,  and 
justly  eonstruing  them  into  a  tadt  per- 
mission  to  continue  her  last  subject,  in 
an  audible  whisper  she  resumed — **  The 
faculty  or  talent,  call  it  which  you  please, 
which  I  now  haye  displayed,  also  has  en- 
abled  tne  to  discover  that  uncle  Arling- 
ford would  whoUy  resign  the  pleasure 
of  snu>king  that  charming  pipe  his  care- 

c  8  ful 
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ful  ward  bas  assigned  him,  if  Ae  woiM 
allow  of  his  shaking  bands  with  -her 
lovely  oousin,  or  if  she  would  permit 
bim  to  utter  aloud  the  real  feelirigs  of 
bis.  beart,  wbicb  at  tbis  moment  woold 
prompt  bim  to  say — *  Welcome,  welooide 
to  Brooklands,  Julia  Arlingford,  my  bro- 
ther  Edward's  cbildT  But,  alas!  poor 
man,  that  speech  would  perbaps  cost 
bim  dear — tbe  children  df  brotber  Ar- 
tbur  would  be  outrageous  at  tbe  display 
of  feelings  which,  at  tbeir  first  appear- 
ance,  were  wbolly  concealed ;  for  ivell 
do  tbese  nieces  remember  ande  Arling« 
ford  never  opened  bis  Ups  to-  tbem.  dur- 
ing  tbe  first  week  of  tbeir  sojourn  at 
Brooklands." 

Mn  Arlingford  suspended  bis  usual 
employment  one  instant,  looked  for  a 
moment  at  the  liearful,  h^rt-wounded 
Julia,  then  at  tHe  smiling  countenance 
of  Constance,  tben  at  Julia,  tben  at  Con- 
stance  again. — ^*'Child,  you  presume-tbo 

mucb,** 
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much,''  in  a  voice  of  authority  he  at 
tength  exclaimed — **  you  intemipt  me ; 
I  am  not  fond  of  intemiptions.** 

Constance,  with  her  usual  cahnnes^, 
took  up  a  plateful  of  cake  in  one  band, 
as  with  the  other  sbe  busied  herseif  in 
adding  sugar  to  her  cup  of  tea,  and  re- 
plied — "  Uncle,  I  am  not  fond  of  inter- 
ruptions ;  have  the  goodness  therefore  to 
hand  this  cake  to  Julia,  who,  as  yet,  has 
eaten  nothing,  for  I  am  not  fond  of  be- 
ing  disturbed  in  my  present  occupatioh." 

Uttfering  a  peevish  "  Psha  T  Mr.  Ar- 
lingfotd  took  the  plate  in  bis  hand,  and 
extend^  it  towards  JuUa. 

'*  I  cannot  eat  any  thing  to^igfat,  I 
thank  yöu,  sir,"  was  the  tremulous  reply 
he  received  to  this  tacit  invitation. 

Mr.  Arlingford's  black  orbs  were  again 
raised  frota  under  their  shaggy  brows— 
they  rested  on  the  moumful,  expressive 
countenance  of  bis  niece ;  and  the  like- 
ness  it  bore  to  his  brother,  whose  ofF- 
spring  she  was,  now  appeared  to  strike 

c  4  bim 
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him  most  ibrcibly:  he  hastily  replaced 
the  rejected  cake  on  the  table,  and  drfmr- 
ing  forth  a  thick  volume  of  smoke  from 
his  pipe,  vehemently  exdaimed — **  If 
your  mother,  child,  had  never  married 
Edward  Arlingford,  I  should  not  bave 
been  tempted  to  make  a  fool  of  myself 
in  my  latter  day s — I  should  not  baye 
been  plagued  with  a  wife,  or  with  nieces. 
Confound  the  jilting  sex !" 

The  tears  which  poor  Julia  had  bitter- 
to  with  difficulty  restrained,  now  escaped 
from  their  boundaries ;  happily  she  was, 
as  yet,  a  stranger  to  the  primary  cause 
of  this  angry  execration,  but  iraploringly 
she  looked  towards  Constance  for  protec- 
tion, who,  though  equally  surprised  and 
grieved  at  the  unexpected  effect  pf  her 
late  manoeuvres,  yet  smiled  in  reply,  and 
in  her  usual  sportive  manner  cried — "  I 
am  much  afraid,  unele,  you  are  natfond 
of  the  female  sex." 

Mr.  Arlingford's  countenanoe  looked 
blaeker  than  ever;  again  he  threw  out  a 

long 
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long  Curling  vapour  from  bis  pipe,  and 
again  tumed  bis  eye  on  tbe  mucb-terri- 
fied  Julia;  in  tbe  next  instant  tbe  fra- 
grant  tube  was  dasbed  witb  violence  to 
tbe  floor»  wbilst,  in  a  voiee  of  tbunder, 
be  exclaimed — '*  Had  it  proved  a  boy,  I 
oould  have  forgiven  ber ;  bad  /  been  tbe 
father  of  a  boy,  I  could  have  forgiven 
ber ;  but  now  Brooklands  must  be  given 
to  a  stranger»  and  I  am  not  fond  of  stran- 
gers." 

Julia's  agitation  now  momentarily  in- 
creased ;  and  Constance,  at  beart,  was  not 
less  distressed ;  but  well  aware  bow  ne- 
cessary  were  calmness  and  exertion  at 
this  moment  of  critical  importance  to  ber 
Cousin,  on  wbom  she  fuUy  expected  tbe 
sentence  of  banishment  would  soon  be 
pronouncedi  sbe  bastened  to  select  a  fresb 
pipe  for  ber  uncle,  and  to  place  it  in  bis 
balf-clenched  band,  as  at  tbe  same  time 
sbe  Said — "  I  wonder  if  uncle  Arling- 
ford  would  really  wish  to  cbange  bis 
lovely  niece  Julia  for  balf-a^ozen  squall- 

c  5  ing 
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ing  children  of  his  own ;  I  wonder  if  he 
would  really  have  preferred  a  fine^  dash- 
ing,  conceited  beau,  for  a  nephew — one 
who  would  not  have  permitted  the  smell 
of  tobaeco  in  his  presenee — who  would 
have  quarrelled  with  him  eyery  day,  and 
contradicted  him  every  hour ;  I  wonder 
very  much  if  uncle  Arlirtgford  would  not 
then  have  exclaimed-r-*  I  am  not  fond  of 
puppies ;  I  am  not  fond  of  dandies ;  I  am 
not  fond  of  the  male  sex." 

Both  Ellen  and  her  aunt  nöw  trem- 
bled  for  the  success  of  the  daring  ex{loiSf- 
tulation  Constance  had  ventured  upon, 
although  experience  had  taught  them  it 
was  by  such  means  alone  Mr.  Arlingford 
could  reflect,  with  any  patience,  on  the 
idea  of  not  living  to  see  an  heir  to  the 
estate  of  Brooklands,  which,  in  default 
of  male  issue  to  himself  or  brothers, 
would  then  fall  to  the  share  öf  a  very 
distant  and  unknown  relative ;  and  this 
gloomy  prospept  every  day  appeared 
now  to  strengthen.  Neither  eolonel  Ar- 
lingford, 
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lingford,  the  father  of  Constanoe,  nor  her 
unde  Edwardi  had'  ever  been  the  parent 
of  a  male  infant ;  atid  her  present  guar- 
dian,  who  had  beeri  now  married  soine 
few  years,  being  still  childless,  it  was  not 
probable  he  should  tiow  see  an  heir  to 
bis  favourite  estate,  ünless  his  brother 
Edward  should  again   be  induced   to 
xnarry.    Forlom  as  this  last  remaining 
hope  was,  it  still  had,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure,  influenced  his  oonduct  on  that  day» 
for  it  had  prompted  him  to  extend  his 
protection  to  the  daughter  of  this  bro- 
ther, in  the  hope  of  being  able,  ultimate* 
ly,  to  persuade  the  now-bereaved  hus- 
band  again  to  select  a  partner  in  mar- 
riage.     But,  at  the  present  moment,  the 
annoying  Images  Constance  had  oonjured 
up  to  disturb  his  quiet,  tended  much  to 
sooth  the  irritability  of  ner%'es  Julia's  re» 
semblance  to  her  father  had  excited,  and 
he  either  did  not  choose  to  pursue  the 
subject  at  that  time,  or  was  realiy  in- 
clined  to  oongratulate  himself  upon  be* 

c  6  ing 
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ing  spared  any  additional  torments ;  he 
therefore  affected  not  to  hear,  and  cer- 
tf^nly  forbore  makii^  a^j^rj^ply. 
r4^\Nlrs.  Arlingford  at^jfiigth  venturing 
to  address  the  still-^;ineeping  Julia,  kindly 
Said — *'  You  had  better  drink  a  little  tea, 
niy  love ;  it  will  refresh  you  more,  after 
the  fatiguing  joumey  of  thk  last  day, 
than  any  thing  eise  I  ean  suggest/' 

The  interesting  orphan  exerted  herseif 
to  look  up«  and  to  smile  in  gratitude  for 
the  soothing  kindness  of  her  aunt ;  and 
at  the  same  instant  Mr.  Ai'lingford  once 
more  raised  his  black  orbs,  and  fixed 
them  on  her  pale,  agitated  countenance. 
— "  Pho !  nonsense !"  he  theti  exclaimed, 
but  in  a  voice  far  less  gruff  than  usual ; 
•'  give  no  more  of  your  c  d  slops  to 
that  child ;  a  glass  of  wine  will,  be  of 
much  greater  Service.  Here,  Constance, 
take  my  key,  and  bring  from  the  side- 
board  the  decanter  John  placed  there 
after  dinner.'* 

Poor  Julia  feit  grateful  for  this  trifling 

attention, 
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attention»  but  not,  like  her  aunt  or  cou- 
sins,  was  she  aware  to  what  a  great  ex<^ 
tent  this  liberality  was  now  carried ;  the 
wine  Constance  now  produoed  was  of 
the  very  choicest  kind  her  uncle's  well* 
stocked  cellar  boasted;  it  was  ever  re- 
served  whoUy  for  himself»  and  never»  tili 
this  hour,  not  even  to  his  favourite  niece 
had  a  glass  of  it  been  once  offered. 

''  Drink  this  wine,  young  lady,**  he 
growled  out — ^  drlnk  to  the  health  of 
your  delectable  aunt  and  cousins;  aiMl 
let  me  hope  a  few  days  will  suffice  to 
niake  you  appear  more  resigned  to  the 
prospect  of  associating  with  them  than 
at  present  you  can  feel.  I  wonder  not 
at  the  ide4  making  you  cry;  I  was  a 
l(H)g  time  before  I  eould  endure  the  sight 
of  them  myself ;  and,  even  now,  I  am 
not  fond  of  their  society." 

Constance  did  not  affect  to  conceal  her 
mirth  at  this  piain  confession,  and  even 
Julia  could  not  forbear  smiling,  whilst 
Mrs.  Ariingford  and  Ellen,  relieved  froqi 

their 
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Ünar  hie  fedings  cfdarm,  retamed  the 
soiile  of  their  young  fiiend  with  another 
equalfy  genüe. 

The  kyyely  Blandie  had,  in  the  mean 
time,  been  wlidly  oocujaed  in  cxmtem* 
plating  and  in  ciitidsng  the  interesting 
oountenanoe  of  her  ooasn,  whose  feä^ 
tnreSy  she  soon  disoovered,  were  fiur  froin 
being  regulär  as  her  own ;  and  in  sym* 
metry  of  form,  Julia's  attenuated  limbs 
deprived  her  of  being  oonsidered  equally 
beautiful  as  a  looking-glass  opposite  con- , 
vinoed  Blanche  she  was  herseif;  wh3st 
a  few  glances  at  the  glistening  mourhfiil 
eye  that  was  generally  shaded  by  its  long 
and  Silken  lashes,  restösured  her  also  that 
its  mekncholy  expresdon  would  never 
meet  the  same  degree  of  admiratioD  her 
own  brilliant  orbs  were  aecustomed  to 
command. 

Blanche  had  been  an  acknowledged 
beauty^  even  from  her  infancy;  froali 
childhood  she  had  been  the  favourite 
nieee«  of  her  father^s  only  sister,  wbo 

having 
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« 

having  married  a  man  of  large  fartune^ 
and  having  no  children,  hfid,  with  har 
husband,  united  to  request  colonel  Ar» 
lingfoid  would  allow  them  to  consider 
their  lovely  niece  as  tfaeiF  adopted  child 
and  future  heiress.-  Unwillingly  the  p» 
rents  of  Blanche  were  at  length  induoed 
to  oblige  them,  and  the  beautiful  gilt 
was  edueated  under  her  8unt*6  admiring 
eye,  and  daily  was  introduoed  to  the 
friends  her  unde  ooUected  round  his 
table,  by  whom  she  was  conatantly  Inu 
forftied  of  the  exquisite  beauty  she  realiy 
did  possess  in  the  hiebest  degree.  With 
these  kind,  indulgent,  but  most  injudi- 
cious  relatives,  poor  Blanche  had  remaii^ 
ed  tili  she  attained  the  age  of  eighteen ; 
at  that  period  of  her  life  Mr.  Wallace 
died,  and  died  almost  a  bankrupt»  havw 
ing  sustained  an  immense  loss  qf  propec- 
ty  by  the  failure  of  some  commerciat 
specuktion  in  which  he  had  joined;  and 
his  widow  was  for  a  time,  until  his.af- 
«fairs  could  be  prop^rly  arranged,  xeduoed 

nearly 
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neaily  to  b^jgary.  It  was  then  ccdon^ 
Arlingford  proved,  in  bis  tum,  a  fiiend, 
by  instanüy  seddng  his  unfortunate  sis- 
ter^  and  insisting  on  her  oonsidering  his 
home  to  be  hers  also.  Blanche  of  course 
returned  to  her  fiEither ;  and  he»  unfortu- 
nately  fbr  his  childrw,  died  soon  after, 
leaving  them  to  the  guardianship  of  his 
bröther  Charles.  Had  his  life  been  spared 
a  few  months  longer,  poor  Blanche  would 
have  been  restored  to  her  affectionate 
4unt;  for,  at  the  expiration  ofthat  time, 
Mrs.  Wallace  was  again  reinstated  in 
affluence,  being  left  residuary  legatee  to 
an  old  friend  of  her  husband's,  who,  in 
respect  to  the  memory  of  the  companion 
;of  his  early  years,  had  left  to  the  unfor- 
tunate widow  a  competence  suf&ciently 
handsome  to  supply  that  she  had  lately 
been  deprived  of  by  the  sudden  death 
.of  her  husband. 

•  .  Mrs.  Wallace  wrote  immediately  to 
lier  brother  Charles,  requesting  tohave 
.Blanche  again  eonsigned  to  her  care; 

but 
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but  the  tyraniric  guardian  flatlj  rejected 
her  proposal ;  and,  much  as  he  professed 
to  detest  the  conceited  beauty,  as  he  ne> 
ver  failed  to  style  Blanche^  he,  from  the 
spirit  of  Opposition,  or  from  the  love  of 
exercising  arbitrary  power,  repeatedly 
and  positively  refused  to  comply  with 
the  urgent  petitions  of  his  sister ;  in  vain 
were  the  tears  of  Blanche  shed,  tili  her 
beautifitl  eyes  were  nearly  spoiled  by  the 
effects  of  constant  weeping;  vain  were 
the  argumenta  of  her  two  aunts ;  neither 
prayers  nor  tears  could  bend  the  fixed 
and  stubbom  purpose  of  the  despot :  in 
vain  did  Constance  seek  to  raUy;or  shamß 
him  into  a  more  compliant  mood-*-Mr. 
Arlingford  continued  inexorahle;  and 
poor  Blanche  was  compelled  to  resign 
herseif  to  the  cruelty  of  her  fate. 

But,  as  some  alleviation  of  her  misery, 
she  found  at  length  a  friend  in  lady  Mar- 
lowe,  who,  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Miss  Arlingfords  at  their  uncle's,  repeat* 
ed  the  visit  she  had  made  his  unfortu- 

nate 
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nate  wife  on  her  first  introduction  at 
Brooklands,  but  which  the  tyrant  to 
whom  she  was  wedded  prohibited  her 
from  retuming,  and  issued  his  despotic 
commands  that  no  intercourse  with  the 
ndghbouring  families  should  take  place 
between  his  wife  and  them.  To  this  fiat, 
as  to  all  others  equally  arbitrary,  poor 
'Mrs.  Arlingford  had  bowed  in  submi^ 
sive  obedience;  but  lady  Marlowe  was 
not  a  woD3an  to  be  whoHy  thwarted, 
when  she  was  bent  upon  the  pursuit  of 
^any  objed  she  wished  to  attidn ;  spcm, 
4;herefbrei^  as  she  found  the  exquisitely- 
beautiful  Blanehe  was  to  be  consigned 
to  the  guardianship  of  her  stem  uncle, 
and  her  sister  Constance,  whom  she  had 
previously  known,  and  justly  valued  för 
her  lively  entertaining  Company,  was 
also  resident  at  Brooklands,  then,  with- 
out  further  ceremony,  she  ordered  her 
carriage  thither,  and,  after  a  visit  of  some 
length,  succeeded  in  taking  Blanche  back 
with  her  to  Elm  House,  where,  through 

the 
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the  ever-readily-exerted  influence  of  G<»- 
stance,  she  was  afterwards  frequently  all- 
Iowed  to  pass  some  weeks.  * 


CHAPTER  III. 


In  the  prqsent  anticipäted  gaieties  at 
'Elm  House,  Blanche  had  been  almmt 
wild  to  partake ;  *  acid  Julia's  unexpeeCed 
arrival,  therefore,  at'  drst  ^isconoesrted 
^nd  alarmed  her  extremely.  As  soon  as 
possible  she  took  an  opportuoity  of  draw- 
ing  Constatice  from  the  toom,  and  eager- 
ly  inquiring  if  they  should,  «fter  all,  be 
obtiged  to  decline  lady  Marlowe's  invi- 
iation^  as  their  oousin  was  not  included ; 
-öt  whether  it  might  not  be  possible  to 
procure  an  introduction  for  Julia  tO'  her 
ladysbip? 

Constance  was  almost  inclined  to  ex- 
press  the  indignation  she  feit  at  thts  dis- 

play 
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play  of  sdfishnessi  but  a  tnomei>t's  re- 
fleption  dedded  her  to  remain  silent  on 
that  point,  and  she  calmly  replied— 
"  Neither  of  those  plans  would  be  re- 
quired  by  Julia ;  amusement  of  any  na- 
ture,"  she  eontinued,  "  would,  I  am  po- 
sitive, be  rejected  by  her  at  this  time; 
and  all  our  exertions  to  promote  the 
comfort  of  the  poor  moumer  must  be 
limited  to  oheeritig,  apd,  if  possibl^,  con- 
'soling  her  mind^  by  leading  her  to  dwell 
;on  the  prosp^c*  of  fature  happiness.with 
;  US  Ät  Broökl^«."i     , 
.  ^  fPerfedtly  .s4tisfiß4  with '  the .  ^sfittainty 
-of  not  beidg  disappointe^  of  .the  fexpect- 
.ed  Visit  to  her  friend  lady  .Marlowe, 
Bl9tiche  offetäd.no  reply;  tior,  from  that 
.momentf  did  she;  in  the  slightest  degree, 
ättempt  to  interfe?€f.with''the  kind  pliois 
her  two  sist^s  lentere^  into  for  the  bene- 
jßt  of  their  ooüsin,'  on  whorti  tbeir  every 
thought  was  bent,  and  to  whott)  they  de- 
yoted  th w  whole  attention ;  seeking,  by 
every  possible  nle^ns,  to  less^n  the  spr- 

rows 
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rows  of  her  yet  bleeding  heart,  and  to 

restore  some  degree  of  serenity,  if  not 

cheerfuliiess,    to    her   melancholy,   but 

ever  -  interesting,    ever  -  lovely    counte- 

nanee.     By  slow  and  almost-impercep- 

tible  degrees  they  had  at  length  the  hap. 

piness  of  finding  their  amiable  intentions 

had  effected  the  purposed  end;  Julia's 

mind  evidently  began  to  regain  some 

composure ;  the  sudden  and  violent  b^irsts 

of  grief,  which,  even  in  the  presence  of 

her  dreaded  uncle,  she  could  not  at  first 

wholly  eontrol,  became  less  frequent,  and 

wtere  more  easily  subdued;  her  smiles, 

though  yet  pensive  and  moumful  in  ex- 

pressiön,  were  observed  to  follow  each 

other  iii  quicker  succession ;   and  the 

acfaing  void  in  her  bosom  was  gradually 

giving  way  to  admit  and  to  eherish  a 

warm  regard  for  the  three  kind,  affec- 

tionate  relatives  she  had  found  at  Brook- 

lands. 

At  the  cbnclusion  of  the  first  week  she 
had  also  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  from 

her 
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her  father,  who,  in  a  short»  hurried^^  but 
most  afiectionate  letter,  mentioned  that 
his  and  Julia's  kind  friend,  Mr.  Delapre^ 
had  procured  for  him  several  recommen«- 
dations  to  different  families  on  the  Con- 
tinent ;  and  that,  altl^ugh  he  had  been 
longer  detained  in  England  than  had 
been  expected,  in  consequence  of  a  oon- 
trary  wind  prevailing  so  great  a  length 
of  time,  y et  he  hoped,  in  an  hour  subse- 
quent  to  that  in  which  his  letter  was 
written,  to  be'  on  the  way  to  another 
country;  and  that,  at  a  future  period, 
his  daughter  and  himself  would  again 
be  reunited. 

Poor  Julia  wept  many  hours  over  this 
farewell  letter  of  her  only-surviving  pa- 
rent;  its  contents  were  then  read  by 
Constance,  whose  cheerful  prognostica* 
tiops  of  future  happiness  suceeeded  in 
again  restoring '  the  composure  of  her 
Cousin.  Wishing  in  some  measure'to 
cl;iange  the  subject  qf  conversation,  Con- 
stance,  then  mentioning  the  name  c^  Mr. 

Delapre, 
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Driapre,  half-smiling,  continued— *''  Will 

you  believe  me»  Julia,  if  I  now  venture 

to  assert  what  really  is  the  fact,  that  I 

should  not  reoognise  your  travelling- 

companion,  were  I  again  to  meet  him 

aceidentally  ?    On  the  evening  I  first 

saw  Mr.  Delapre,  my  ev^  sense  was 

so  wholly  oGCupied  in  watching,  and»  I 

must  add,  in  admiring  you,  my  sweet 

coz,  that  I  neither  looked  at  nor  attend- 

ed  to  him;  our  second  meeting  was,  you 

know,  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  evening, 

that  no  human  creature,  an  owl  or  a  cat 

excepted,  qpuld  distinguish  one  feature 

of  his  countenance  from  another;  and 

on  the  foUoWing  morning  I  was  absent 

from  home  when  he  paid  you  a  farewell 

Visit    But  Ellen  teils  me  he  is  really  a 

handsome  man;  are  yoü  of  the  same 

opinion?  and,  What  is  pf  far  more  con- 

sequence,  do  yoü  know  whether  he  be  as 

ami&ble  w  disposition  m  he  is  handsome 

in.person?" 

"  I  have 
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"  I  have  known  Mr.  Delapre  long 
enough  to  be  intimately  acquainted  with 
bis  real  disposition/'  Julia  replied,  and  a 
sigh  escaped  her  as  she  spoke ;  **  but  it 
is  yet  too  early  a  period  for  me  to  trouble 
you  with  all  I  know  of  him ;  at  present» 
therefore,  I  will  only  say,  that,  but  for 
bis  kindness^my  father  and  myself,  after 
the  death  of  our  dear  sufferer,  must  have 
died  literally^  from  starvation.'' 

"  You  shock  me  beyond  measure,** 
exclaimed  the  horror-struck  Constanoe ; 
'*  is  it  possible  that,  with  relations  in 
such  aiHuent  circumstances,  you  should 
have  been  left  so  totally  destitute?" 

Julia's  tears  now  flowed  in  torrents  at 
the  recoUection  of  all  she  had  endured, 
and  Constance  sympathizing  in  her  feel- 
ings,  wept  with  her. — "  Do  not  think 
me  too  curious  or  impertinent,"  she  oon- 
tinued,  "  if  I  venture  to  inquire  whether 
all  pecuniaiy»  or  rather  all  pressing  düfi- 
culties,  are  now,  from  the  kindness  of 

this 
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this  Mr.  Delapre,  quite  removed.     May 
I  at  least  hope  you  are  relieved  from  any  . 
future  apprehension  of  poverty  ?" 

Julia  for  a  moment  hesitated  in  reply ; 
but  at  length,  afler  a  short  silence,  dur- 
ing  which  time  a  brilliant  colour  had 
superseded  the  usual  marble  paleness  of 
her  cheek,  she  falteiingly  replied — "  My 
prospects  in  life  are,  I  believe,  much  im- 
proved — at  least  in  a  worldly  point  of 
view ;  for,  at  the  expiration  of  another 
twelvemonth,  affluence  will  be  again  my 
portion;  and  if,  tili  that  time  arrives, 
my  uncle  Charles  will  afford  me  an  asy- 
lum  at  Brooklands,  and  my  beloved 
Constance  will  continue  to  regard  me  as 
a  sister,  I  ought — I  shaü  not  wish  for 
any  greater  happiness  on  earth." 

"  Not  whilst  the  name  of  Arüngford 
is  retained/'  with  an  arch  smile  Constance 
regoined ;  **  but  when  that  is  exehanged 
for  JOelaprCt  Julia  will  acknowledge  a 
still  greater  portion  of  happiness  is  to  be 
met  with  on  earth,  and  will  find  her 

VOL.  I.  D  affections 
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affections  can  be  more  ströngly  rivetted 
on  a  hnsband,  than  on  a  poor»  ignorant, 
female  cousin/' 

"  Impossible  !  utteriy  impossible  !" 
Julia  hastily  ejaculated;  then  pausing 
abruptly,  whilst  again  her  pale  cheek 
crimsoned,  she  added — ^  I  shaB  then  be 
separated  from  you,  dear  Constance-~ 
perhaps  for  ever;  can  I  therefore  look 
fbrward  to  that  tirae  with  muek  piear 
sure?  can  you,  Constance,  wish  xne  to 
cherish  a  dispositkm-  so  ungrateful?* 

Constance  now  aifectionately  kissed 
her  agitated  cousin,  and  having  disco- 
vered  that,  at  the  time  she  had  alluded 
to,  Delapre  would  certainly  basten  to 
Brooklands,  and  claim  the  long-promised 
band  of  his  Julia,  she  (^fered  her  sincere 
congcatulations  on  the  brigh*  prospect 
in  view.  But  at  lengtb  a  siKspicion 
glanced  across  her  mind,  on  observing 
the  increasing  agitation  of  Julia,  and  on 
diseovering  she  had  reftised  to  become 
the  wife  of  t\m  kind  friend  until  1^ 

füll 
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fi&tt  period..of  sDouraiDg  for  her  paretit 
kad  elapsedf  thai  some  other  cause^  bi- 
tberto  unoöTealcdi  had  induoed  her  oou» 
sin  to  oontHuie  in  a  stete  of  dependence 
for  sncti  alengdi  of  time,  and  had  led 
her  to  pre&r  the  cheokce  of  being  re» 
paked  hy  an  ünknoi«rni  uiide,  and  to 
pBOS  days  aind  montha  in:  tbe  society  of 
relations  who  might  be  ditsiniilar.  to  her 
in  every  ivapärt^  instead  of  seeking  to 
sborten  th^f  period  a£  Dblapre^s  proba- 
tioxi^.  and  to  beoome  the  wife  of  a  man 
equally  prosperous  atid  respectable  in 
tfae  World. '  Aa  it  was»  Julia  had  re^ected 
eertaim  affluerice  ibr  the  too  probable 
cbaooe  of!  povertjr,.  nuaery,  and  neglect ; 
mrely^tberefone,  aome  rery  strong  caufies 
murt  exist  to  induee  her  to  choose  tlie 
bne  of  coodiaat.  she  had  adopted;  and 
(Constande^  as  tbese  ideas  passed;  aeross 
her  minfl^  ü^t  don^inded  Delapre  would 
moat.pi^bBfify  ffiitn  tb^  hanidf  but  Xkot 
the  ieäs^  öfi  JuUa.  Bot  ib.  eiitort.  the 
oenfideno^*  ü£  a  (fiieuA-^-^  ohe  so  pieculi- 
.  f  D  2  arly 
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arly  situated  as  Julia,  Constanoe  scrupUm 
lously  forbore  attempting ;  she  had  leam- 
ed  enough  to  know  her  unforturiate  ooui 
sin  required  her  utmost  assistanoe,  and 
she  instantly  determined  upon  exerting 
every  degree  of  influence  she  possessed 
over  her  unde's  tnind,  to  procure  from 
him  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  defray 
the  personal  expenoes  of  Julia;  or,  if 
the  Herculean  task  proved  unsuccessful, 
to  share  with  her  the  annual  allowance 
she  was  herseif  entitled  to  elaim  from 
Mr.  Arlingford. 

With  this  determination  fixed  on  her 
mind,  Constanoe  hastened  to  attend  the 
summons  of  her  sister  Blanche,  who,  in 
raptures  of  delight,  was  then  exhibiting 
herseif  to  Ellen,  in  a  beautiful  and  most 
expensive  dress,  which  her  aunt  Wallace 
had  sent  her,  on  having  been  informed 
of  the  expeeted  gaieties  at  Elm  House. 

Ellen  feit  grateful  to  Mrs.  Wallaoe 
for  the  kindness  she  had  disf^ayed  to 
Bknche,  and,  withoot  the  slightest  ap>. 

proach 
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ploach  to  envy,  looked  at  and  extoUed 
the  elegant  ^res^nt,  which  set  off  the 
almost-perfect  figure  of  her  sister  to  even 
greater  advantage  than  usual.  But,  look- 
ing  round  cm  her  youngest  sister,  who» 
thinking  only  of  Julia  and  Julia's  con- 
eems,  appeared  more  grave  and  absent 
than  usual,  with  a  sigh,  added — **  I  only 
wish  a  similar  dress  had  been  sent  you, 
dear  Constance.^' 

**  You  are  always  wishing  Constance 
should  rival»  or  excel  me/'  with  tears  of 
rising  anger  Blanche  replied ;  *'  but  you 
might,  I  think,  refrain  from  envying 
tfais  one  instanoe  of  my  superior  good 
foitune.  Speak  to  my  unde,  if  you  can- 
not  rest  satisfied  (for  I  am  sure  he  is  rieh), 
to  oblige  you ;  and  for  his  favourite  niece, 
Miss  Constance  Arlingford,  will  not  re- 
ftise  to  purohase  her  a  dress,  far  exceed- 
ing  in  splendour  this  gift  of  poor  aunt 
Wallace.** 

.>*  Da  not  be  angry  with  Ellen  on  my 
Aooount,^  CJbnstanoe  hastened  to  reply, 

D  3  "and 
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Julia  Arlingfbrd  will,  at  the  condusion 
of  a  year  from  this  period,  leave  your  re- 
sidence,  and  become  the  wife  of  Mr.  De- 
lapre,  who  is  the  same  gentleman  that 
accompanied  her  to  Brooklands ;  but,  tili 
the  period  I  have  mentioned  is  elapsed» 
Julia  will  continue  your  ward — the  de- 
serted,  the  only  child  of  your  onoe-loved 
brother — and,  as  such,  your  niece;  until 
then  also  you  will,  of  course,  provide  for 
her  as  your  chosen  proUg^Ci  and  as  your 
other  nieces  have  been  by  their  rela- 
tions." 

Mr.  Arlingford's  countenance  was  no 
longer  unmoved;  at  this  intimation  it 
did  indeed  change ;  with  every  feature 
distorted  by  passion,  be  threw  bis  pipe 
down  with  violence  on  the  table,  dashed 
the  fragments  of  it  on  the  hearth,  crossed 
one  leg  over  the  other,  drew  in  a  long 
Inspiration,  and  thundered  out — '*  Miss 
Constance  Arlingford !" 

The  young  lady  appealed  to  retnained 
an  apparently-quiet  unconcemed  specta- 

tor 
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a  musde  of  his  oountenance  chaB(png  a 
he  spoke,  and  continuing  to  smoke  his 
pipe  with  unabated  perseveranoe. 

**  Tliat  is  not  your  real  c^inion."  re- 
tumed  Constance,  laughing ;  **  you  de- 
ligfat  too  much  in  the  gratifieation  Ju« 
lia's  exquisitely  meUow  /notes  afibrd  you» 
when,  as  has  often  been  the  case»  I  have 
|>er8uaded  her  to  oblige  us  with  lünging 
cur  favourite  Italian  hymn:  ah!  how 
often  have  I  seen  my  good  uncle's  pipe 
taken  from  his  lips — nay,  falllng  out  of 
his  band,  as  that  dulcet  voice  has  stolen 
upon  his  lifitening  ear !" 

**  Child»  you  ptesume  too  much — ^ybu 
talk  nonsense ;  I  am  not  fond  of  listen- 
ing  to  nonsesnse,"  again  interrupted  Mr. 
Arlingford»  and  the  smoke  from  his 
mouth  was  novr  poured  fbrth  in  vo- 
lumes. 

*'  Well,  well»  uncle»  I  äsk  pardon ;  ne- 
ver  mind  a  little  nonsense ;  and»  believe 
me»  I  am  not  foiid  of  hearlng  any  either ; 
80  now  to  our  first  sul^ect  onoe  again. 

D  4  Julia 
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three  oousitis,  I  sball  merely  Mt>ly-^' 1^ 
k  my  nnde^  Mi4afa  ttte  dififerente-^hf^mld 
be  so  palpable ;  he  h  notfonÄ  6f'pät$ing 
witk  his  moneff.^  ♦   *   -  :'! 

*'  Pho !  mmsciWe  T  growled  Mir.  «Ar- 
lingford  betwe^i^  tbe  wi^^J^  'fl-oMi  ^iäs 
pipe.  **  I  am  »bt— begone,  dhädy  ^lniM 
gone ;  cloflie  this  ^isleetable  cötttrin  fiüi» 
head  tö  foot,  onty  don't  kt  nie  b^  di^ 
turbed ;  I  am  busy^^l  am  ill^¥  ikn  Ml 
fond  crfa  womanV  tdüguei'*  •   ' 

Constanee  instantly  retJred;  jfeifecli^y 

c(mTinced  sbe  bad  gi^ed  ti^ 't>eihV,<  aiid 

not  in  the  least  siirprised-  dt  benfnüg^'a 

few  minivte»  after,  <5he  Visual  peal^^m 

her  iincJe*8  bell,  t^ch  €«rer  swmtt^i4«d 
oJd  Johr>tohi»itiastej^"tboiii>it:^  .ylrr 

Ii>  a  quatter  of  au  fcoür  »ftöft''8hö> WM 
joined  in  tlie  gardeifi  .1^  th)»  JS<iitl^)  be^ 
ing;  he  pM ä^maüpärö^'iMiy^Vhbtld. 
— ^"^  God  h]e^  y  oti  j  Hiy4ett'  ^duh|r  )aJf^ 
he  exelrimedv  t#ä|^'öP-jo)^Jtbrt^4tllt0 
hk  eyes  'ti^  he^ipik»:^  ^  (SM^vÄlVIätks^ 
you ;  and  fk>öj^  <tdAtet<  EdNvfed ' v/«tfl£l 

^  ^1  bless 
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bkfls  you»  WM  he  here»  and  could  he 
tfaudc  yott  fbr  all  your  kindness  to  his 
dekolete  cbild.  Long  may  you  oontinue 
to  live  amongst  us,  fbr  the  Lord  only 
knows  what  would  beoome  of  us  should 
death  or  maniage  take  you  hence.** 

^  My  unde  has  then  told  you  what 
this  packet  contains»""  said  Constance, 
smiling;  ''ah!  I  thougbt  my  good  fnend 
John  woitld  hear  of  all  my  late  saudness, 
and  I  knew  he  would  aid  my  exertions 
for  victory;* 

"  Ay,  ay^  my  dear  Miss  Constanoe, 
you  might  be  rare  his  honour  would  re* 
peat  evety  thing  to  me ;  you  might  be 
sure  John  WatkiM  would  endeavour»  to 
the  best  o£  his  poor  abilities,  to  serve  the 
diild  of  master  Edward ;  and  I  am  main 
«re  Miss  Conatance  will  never  grudge 
me  any  Httle  share  of  success.'' 

^  Woold  to  Heaven»  John»  my  dear 
ftatit  poBseased  half  your  influenae  !'*  eja- 
eiikted  Constancei  *'  and  I  would  will* 
mgly  tben  yidd  all  mine  to  you." 

d6  "My 
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**  My  dear  young  lady/'  retumed  John^ 
shaking  bis  hoary  locks,  **  it  was  a  pity 
your  poor  aunt  should  ever  have  run  the 
risk  of  failing.  Had  she  listened  to  my 
humble  advioe  before  she  married,  it 
would  have  been  better.  I  told  her  be- 
forehand,  that  if  she  expected  to  be  hap- 
py  with  my  master,  she  would  be  mis- 
taken;  I  told  her  my  master's  temper 
would  never  be  softened  even  by  her 
sweet  one,  for  why  she  would  be  hb 
wife,  and  she  would  therefore  be  expect* 
ed  to  conform  to  all  his  fancies,  and  to 
bear  all  his  humours;  I  told  her  that  in« 
crease  of  y ears  had  not  improved  my  poor 
master's  temper,  though  they  had  altered 
his  person  (for,  Miss  Constance,  he  was 
tiot  such  an  ilUfavoured  man  ten  years 
back,  even  you  may  remember,  as  he  is 
now ;  for  then,  you  know,  he  wore  not 
his  bushy  wig,  and  he  dressed  well,  and 
neat  too;  but  he  took  soon  after  to  his 
present  ways,  you  know);  as  I  was  say- 
ing,  these  thingis  I  told  my  poor  lady ; 

but 


— I 
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but  she  only  shaked  her  head  in  return^ 
and  Said — *  John»  my  poor  fiither  will 
die  in  peaoe  if  I  many  Mr.  Arlingford.' 
She  did  marry  him,  Miss  Constanoe,  and 
from  that  hour  he  separated  her  ftom—» 
he  quarrelled  with  all  her  relations ;  and, 
as  you  know,  she  never,  until  you  came 
to  Brooklands,  was  allowed  to  stir  one 
inch  firom  home.*' 

**  My  poor  aun  V'  exclaimed  C<xistanoe» 
''  your  motives  were  so  praiseworthy— ** 

''  I  gave  my  master  waming,"  inter« 
rupted  John»  as  he  pursued  his  own  train 
of  thoughty  and  heard  not  the  voioe  of 
his  oompanion--»*'  I  left  my  master  on 
his  wedding-day,  because  I  was  fearful 
his  wife  might  think  any  influenoe  I 
possessed  was  sometimes  exerted  against 
her,  and  that  he  was  made  worse  by  my 
artful  management ;  nor  did  I  consent» 
at  his  eamest  entreaties»  to  retum  again» 
until  my .  mistress.  herseif  expressed  the 
same  desire.  My  scruples  had  long  been 
known  to  her»  and  she  now»  in  return» 

Said 
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ssdd  to  me-»««^  Come  back  ta  your  mtt* 
täf8  scrViee  if  jvn  can,  Jolm ;  y öa  cmjo* 
tuat  maki^  Mm  warse  than  he  is  now.'  I 
did  retartt»  Mi»  Constance,  and  I  do 
not  beßere  yonr  annt  hat  ever  faad  cause 
t6  think  Jofan  Watldns  canied  a  double 
6ce^  nor  that  Jbe  ever  tried  to  make  bad 
worsa'* 

"  Never,  my  good  J6bn~»iiever^''  re*- 
tttffned  Cdnatano^;  ^  liiy  poor  aunt  is 
happy  in  hariiig  suefa  a  friend;  but,  bs 
ycni  say^  it  was  very  unfbrtonate  she 
met  sfaould  -r^utie  thd  sdd  of  one  by 
morrying  my  uncke." 
i  *'  It  was  a  pty^  Miss— it  was  a  pity»" 
feiterated  Jcdin ;  ^  «ad  tfaen  to  have  no 
femily-^iKy  heir  to  the  Brookland  ^tate^ 
that  made  my  master  hate  poor  mastev 
Edwaf d's  Itttle  ^1  still  tnore«  To  bd 
sut^  a»  I  teil  faim^  Miss  July's  fäther^ 
}xmg  mW  a  widoivtsr^  can  ararry  agäiiv 
add  ixuxy  yet  have  aa  heir;  but  that'a  a 
tfaaig  very  isnlikdry,  aa  Mt.  Edward  Ja  a 
ndned  mau  now^  o\^ing  to  hie  tnercaiu 

tile 


tile  ^oeulations;  and  beadeB  which»  he 
lovea  pMr  Mi»  Jvty  too  mucb  to  tet  m 
stqpinicM:her  onrer  ktt  bcad*  AsiA^  ^Jdtm^' 
says  be  to  me  just  novr,  ^  I  am  hen,  yoa 
see,  in  my  old  days,  burthened  witli  the 
care  of  three  helpless  female  children  of 
one  brother»  and  one  poor  puling  brat  of 

anotber ;  the  d ^1  take  them  all  T  ask- 

ing  your  pardon,  Miss  CbnJtance ;  but 
so  Said  my  master,  as  he  gave  me  the 
paroel  yoii  now  have  got ;  *  one  girl  is 
as  bad  as  anotfa^,  so  UH  them  all  be 
serred  aikci'* 

Bowing  respectftdly  to  his  yo«ing  lady^ 
lofam  theii  retreaited«  iMvbig  her  mucb 
amused  by  his  vedttA^  and  eagw  to^  exH 
amine  tbe  packet  he^liad  left-  It  ixtiu- 
tfdned  two  selbfeä  notes^;  the  superscripi 
tiM  of  one  iMS^^  Üliss  Comtanee  Am 
lingford's  nBovrättc^  to  be  spetit  inßip^ 
pery  f  on  the  othet  hote  iiras  writteti 

peme.'^  '  ''»'- 

Con^rtance  ceuld  nbt'Sfv^id  laughirig 

heartily 
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heartily  at  this  characteristic  disj^y  of 
her  unde»  and  prooeeding  to  <^n  the 
notes,  found  in  one  her  usual  yearly  al* 
lowance,  and  money  to  the  same  amount 
in  the  other. 


CHAPTER  IV, 


The  day  having  at  length  arriv^,  cm 
the  evening  of  which  Blanche  hoped  tp 
^xhibit  her  new  dress  at  lady  Marlowe's^ 
Constance  unwillingly  finished  her  pre- 
parations  for^quitting  home;  not  that 
she  disliked  the  idea  of  joining  in  the 
promised  amusements^  but  that,  during 
her  absence  from  Brooklands,  poor  Julia 
would  be  left  solitary»  and  expoised  to  all 
the  disagreeable  humours  of  her  unde, 
who,  left  whplly  to  hers  und  hfe  wife's 
Society,  would  most  probably  conduot 
l^im^elf  more  unkindly  than  ever.    But 

for 
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for  this  evil  there  was  no  remedy ;  once 
Constance  bad  ventured  laughingly  to 
intimate  a  design  of  remaining  at  Brook- 
lands,  iu  preference  of  repairing  to  Elm 
House,  but  her  unde  bad  instantly 
caught  up  the  Suggestion,  and  in  a  per- 
etnptory  tone  had  desired  Ellen  and 
Blanche  to  act  equally  reasonably»  and 
send  in  their  resignation  to  tbeir  friend 
the  lady-player,  as  he  now  insisted  upon 
designating  lady  Mario we.  Tears  of  ap- 
prehension  bad  instantly  sprung  to  the 
eyes  of  Blanche,  and  even  Ellen  had 
looked  so  alarmed  and  mortified»  that 
Constance  was  obliged  immediately  to 
tum  off  what  she  bad  said  as  a  joke; 
and  Mr.  Arlingford,  in  retum,  bad 
growied  out — **  I  am  not  fond  of  jokes ; 
I  am  not  fond  of  lady  Marlowe." 

After  five  bours  devotion  at  her  toilet 
— a  fatigue  rendered  deligbtful  by  the 
view  of  the  beautiful  figure  the  glass  re- 
flected,  Blanche  entered  the  drawing* 
room  of  her  aunt,  wbere  her  sisters  had 

long 
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loD^  before  statioued  tbetnselves,   and 
where  Constance  was  now.seeking  to 
puzzle  her  companions  with  some  cba^ 
rade$,  that^  impromptu,  she  recited ;  and 
the  wit  and  humour  they  displayed, 
united  to  the  sportive  manner  ki  which 
she  repeated  thon,  drew  smiles  of  plea* 
sure  even  from  Julia.  But  all  the  attei^. 
tion»  all  the  admiration  Constanee  had 
exdted»  was  transferred  whoUy  to  hea* 
more  lovely  cousin  when  she  appeared ; 
and  aa  they  gazed  on  the  perfect  &ce 
Bjod  beautifully^arounded  proportions  of 
her  6gure,  that  surpassed  even  Julia's  in 
^mmetrft  lookiiig  every  moment  more 
pre*etninei}tly  Ipvely  by  the  hei^teued 
l)loom  aiid  sparkling  eyes  which  Julia's 
unaffected  admiration  tended  to  inctease. 
Blanche  afieotioAately  saluted  her  les$ 
striking  but  ever-interesting  eousin,  and 
smiling  graciously  upon  h? r,  said — ''  I 
wifih  you  were  going  with  us,  Julia  i' 
and  I  wish  al^o  Constanee  had  be^n  büAb 
to  afford  herseif  a  dress  Uke  inine»  for  I 

really 
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reaUy  think  faers  looks  diabVy  ky  fhe 
sifle  of  at;  ^ö,  to  prevent  a  eompttiBod 
being  made  to  her  disadvantage»  you, 
Eilesk^  raust  walk  between  us  at  bdy 
Marlowe'ii." 

Mrs.  Ariingford  knew  Bkusche  too  in^ 
timately  not  immediately  todiscoTer  her 
teason  fbr  wisfaing  £ll«i  to  be  neareal 
her;  Ellen's  complexum  posseased  no 
brilliancy  to  rival  bers^-^EUen's  figure 
could  not  boast  öf  any  lymmetrical' Pro- 
portion» arid  therefore  was  Blanche  ever 
ijefady  to.awign  bar  the  rml  advantagea 
she  pQsa6saed*^1lato60  of  a^  pkaang  exte» 
rknr  and  gkieait/elQgaiiee  ^f  mitoner,  and 
therefeffe  abo  waa  »he  .^ag^r  to  place  her 
aa  a  waU  of  aepäratioti  betwetti  heraelf 
and.you»ger  säUter. 

.  Julia .  was  too  afiectionaitely  attaebed 
to.  Constance  to  hsear  uraaoved  this  un« 
just  critleitm  an  her  appeaninoe;  and 
therefore»  löoldrig.  appvovin^y  at  her 
«aäing,  unimortaficKi  ifitieiMl»  tiinidly  aaid 
-^^  I  difibr  &om  yoo,  ;]Bäanehe^  in  yow 

opinion 
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he  diä  not  choose  to  trafst  bis  nieoes 
witfa  a  /o^z/^layer;  for  in  such  terms, 
John  had  before  told  Constance,  bis  mas- 
ter  dt  first  had  talked  of  answering  the 
kmtation  to  Elm  H^use;  and,  distnayed 
with  apprehensian,  eren  Constance  Iva« 
w^m  redueed  to  silence. 

'^  Blanche !''  at  length,  in  a  Stentorian 
tone  of  voice,  Mr.  Arlingford  exelaimed. 

•*  Siv,"  replied  bis  niece,  aInK>st  crymg' 
with  vexation,  and  inTokintarily  retreat-* 
ifng  a  few  steps. 

"  Blanche,  you  are  not  ilUooking  to- 
night-^you  k)ök  better  than  usual ;  and- 
if  you  didaot  liook  so  <?ro9S,  it  would  be 
still  better*  But  you  have  got  too  much 
frippery  on ;  I  am  not  fond  of  flounces 
and  fwbelbws,  I  am  not  fond  of  cön'-» 
trasts ;  stand  away  frdm  Julia;  ehild ;  for 
I  am  not  ibnd  of  seeing  a  gahr  arnd  a  fti^ 
neral  dress  so  dose  together." 

Jtolia^  with  eyes  suffhsed  in  tears;  un-* 
able  to  move  a  s.tep,  bent  her  head  stllt 
k>wer  ori  the  «honlder  eP  Blandhe^whilst^ 

her 
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her  ivoiy  hands  and  arms  remained 
powerless  across  the  drapeiy  she  had 
been  arranging.  Mr.  ArHngford  ap»* 
proached  still  nearer ;  stretebing  oiit  tht 
forefinger  of  his  right  hand,  and  emit- 
tmg  another  puff  of  smoke  orer  the  dis- 
tressed  Blanche,  he,  in  the  usual  discor- 
dant  tone,  proceeded — "  Julia,  you  are 
not  Hl-looking  f  another  puff — •*  Julia, 
you  »re  better  looking  than  Blanche.** 

Hanche  coloured  with  vexation. 

"  It  is  well  for  you,  Miss  Blanche, 
that  Julia  is  wise  enough  to  stay  at  home 
rather  than  accompany  you  to  this  lady- 
player's  revels;  she  looks  better  even 
now,  in  that  duU  melancholy  habit,  than 
yo«  do  in  your  bridal  finery,  I  suppose 
you  would  like  it  io  be  styled ;  but  1 
am  not  fond  of  any  thing  connected  with 
matphnony  ;'•  and  throwing  ar  contemp- 
tuous  glance  at  Ws  wife,  Mr.  'Arliiigford 
stalked  to  the  other  end  of  the  room, 
and  1;hrew  bimself  down  into  an  easy 

chaii?. 

Constance, 
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Constance,  with  a  step  and  a  counte- 
nanoe  of  mcxsk  solemnity,  followed  him ; 
gently  laying  one  arm  upon  her  uncle's 
Shoulder,   and  with   the   other  taking 
away  the  pipe  he  still  held  between  his 
Ups,  whilst,  as  usual,  imitating  his  man- 
ner, and  looking  gravely  at  him  fbr  the 
Space  of  a  minute — ^**  üncle,**  she  ex- 
claimed,  *'  you  are  not  ill-looking — nay, 
you  look  better  than  usual  to-night,  be- 
eause  you  do  not  look  cross.     But  I  am 
not  fond  of  comparisons ;  I  am  not  fond 
of  being  slighted ;  I  am  not  fond  of  be- 
ing  passed  by  without  a  compliment, 
either  good  or  bad:  I  therefore  desire 
to  hear  your  opinion  of  my  dress ;  surely 
its  colour  eannot  displease  you ;  it  is  nei- 
ther  black  nor  white,  neither  a  symbol 
of  mouming  or  of  rejoicing,  but  heaven- 
ly  serene,  as  is  your  countenanoe  to* 
night;  for,  as  I  said  before,  you  do  not 
look  cross,  therdfore  you  look  handsome. 
Come  now,  in  return  for  this  pretty 
Speech,  make  one  equally  charming.** 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Arlingford  offered  no  reply,  but 
gazing  stedfastly  and  seriously  upon  bis 
young  inquirer,  held  out  his  band  to  re- 
ceive  again  bis  favourite  pipe ;  but  Con- 
stance  did  not  so  readily  resign  it  to 
bim. — "  Wby,  my  dear  uncle,"  sbe  ex- 
idaimed,  stepping  back  a  few  paces,  and 
allowing  the  pipe  to  slip  from  ber  fingen 
to  tbe  bearth,  wbere,  of  course,  it  sbiver- 
ed  to  atoms,  ''  you  actually  make  me 
trenible  with  apprebension  by  tbis  omi- 
nous  silence.  Is  it  possible  you  can  dis- 
oem  no  fault  in  my  appearance  ?  or  are 
you  actually  Struck  dumb  witb  surprise 
at  tbe  celestial  loveliness  of  tbis  floating 
drapery  ?"  and  Constance,  as  sbe  finisbed 
speaking,  in  a  sportive,  gracefui  manner, 
threw  ber  scarf  around  her  uncle's  sböul- 
ders»  and  tben  sougbt  to  entwine  ber 
own  form  amid  its  folds. 

Mr.  Arlingford  appeared  at  a  loss  wbat 
to  say ;  be  looked  very  grave,  sbook  bis 
head,  looked  down  at  tbe  broken  pipe, 
tben  up  on  tbe  smiling  countenance  of 

YOIi.  I.  E       «  bis 
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his  saucy  niece;  rose  gravely  ftom  his 
cbair,  disengaged  himself  frotn  her  scat!; 
and  suppressing  a  slight  inclination  to 
smile,  muttered  a  hasty — ^"Pshaw!  I 
am  not  fond  of  standing  here  and  listen- 
ing  to  so  mueh  nonsense." 

**  Why  not  sit  down  again  and  listen  P 
returned  his  niece,  drawing  him  back  to 
the  chair  he  had  quitted.  •*  And,**  she 
resumed,  "  as  you  are  not  fond  of  wast- 
ing  your  time  in  utter  idleness,  I  wäl 
speedily  find  you  some  iiseful  emplby- 
ment.  Behold  this  bracelet ;  is  it '  not 
most  elegant?  will  it  not  complete  the 
fascination  of  my  appearance  ?  Have  the 
kindness,  dear  uncle,"  continued  thö  spor- 
tive  girl,  playfuUy  bending  her  knee  to 
him,  "  if  you  thihk  so — have  the  kind- 
ness  to  be  useful,  and  clasp  the  beaute- 
ous  gern  around  my  arm,  Which,  bein^ 
neither  so  white  nor  so  polished  as  Ju- 
lians, requires,  you  know,  the  aid  df  6t- 
nament." 

With  a  growl»  and  in  a  manner  some- 

'    thing 
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tÜing  reaembling  a  balf-tamed  bear.  Ml*. 
Arlitigford  took  the  bracelet,  and  at- 
tempted  to  execute  the  task  asaigned 
him;  but,  unused  to  the  performaiice  of 
such  gallant  Offices,  he  found  himself 
now  strangely  at  a  loss.  Half-suspectin^ 
that  Coiistance  was  endeavouring  to 
make  him  an  object  öf  ridicüle»  his  brow 
again  contracted.  Julia  at  that  mom^it 
involuntarily  approached. — ^*  Will  you 
permit  me,"  she  timidly,  yet  eagerly 
sidd,  **  to  assist  yoü,  sir?" 

The  bracelet,  without  a  word  in  reply» 
was  put  into  her  band ;  it  was  soon  clasp- 
ed  around  the  wrist  of  her  friend,  who, 
instantly  starting  up,  threw  one  arm 
round  the  neck  of  her  uncle,  and  en^ 
cirding  Julia  with  the  other,  exclaimed 
— *''  A  thousand  thanks  to  both  my  kind 
assistants !" 

As  this  little  manoeuvre  was  executed, 
Cdnstance  had  managed  to  draw  the 
sweet  countenance  of  Julia  on  a  ievel 
with  that  of  Mr.  Arlingford,  and  now 

ES  playfuUy 
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playfuUy  kissed  the  cheek  of  both.  Julis 
intending  to  retum  the  afiectionate  sa« 
hxte,  beut  forward  still  more;  and  her 
sportive  friend  instantly  withdrawing' 
her  own  head,  obliged  the  lip  of  Julia 
to  touch»  by  mistake,  the  harsh  face  of 
Mr.  Arlingford.  He  instantly  started  up 
in  unfeigned  astonishment,  and  looked 
eamestly  upon  the  now-blushing  eoun* 
benance  of  the  timid,  alarmed,  and  dis* 
tressed  girl;  the  dark  eyes  and  long 
Silken  lashes  of  Julians  depressed  lids 
were  those  of  his  long-estranged  bro- 
ther ;  Nature  for  a  moment  exerted  her 
influence,  and  for  a  moment  was  success- 
ful ;  the  Stern  guardian  took  the  band  of 
his  orphan  nieee,  drew  her  face  towards^ 
his,  and  imprinted  a  gentle  kiss  on  her 
varying  cheek ;  then,  as  if  ashamed  of 
the  kindly  feeling,  threw  her  band  as 
hastily  away,  uttered  his  nsual  peevish 
exclamation,  and  stalked  out  of  the 
room,  Lady  Marlowe'a  carriage  was 
next  instant  announced  to  be  in  wait-% 

ing. 
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higf  and  the  little  party  therefore  were 
oUiged  to  hurry  over  their  parting 
adieus,  and  to  separate,  without  a  com* 
ment  on  the  late  soene. 

In  Order  to  obviate,  as  much  as  poa« 
sible,  any  plea  that  Mr.  Arlingford  oould 
urge  as  likely  to  prevent  bis  nieees  from 
availing  tbemselves  of  her  invitation» 
lady  Marlowe  had  insisted  upon  send* 
ing  her  carriage  for  them,  being  well 
aware  of  the  reasohs  wbich  had  prompt* 
ed  their  guardian  to  part  with  bis  own 
•*--«n  event  which  had  taken  place  at  the 
same  time  with  bis  marriage,  to  avoid, 
as  he  Said»  any  possibility  of  bis  wife  be* 
connng  fond  of  sbow»  gossiping,  and  vi* 
siting.  Mrs.  Arlingford  had,  therefore^ 
never  been  allowed  to  retum  the  atten* 
ttons  ofthose  families  who  had,  of  course, 
paid  a  bridal  visit  to  her  at  Brooklands; 
and  had  never,  even  for  a  day,  been  per- 
mitted  to  quit  her  tyrant  husband's  de* 
mesnes*-^-a  restriction  to  which  she  un* 
repiningly  aoquiesced,  and  patiently  con* 

£  3  fined 
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fined  to  her  own  bosom  those  domestic 
sorrows  she  couid  not  escape  üotA.  Bat 
the  death  of  her  hnsband's  youngest  bro* 
ther,  colonel  Arlingford,  and  the  arrivid 
of  his  children  at  Brooklands»  greatly 
improved  her  unfortunate  destiny ;  lady 
Marlowe  had  instantly,  cm  hearing  of 
their  vicinity,  repeated  her  former  viflit 
tö  the  wife  of  their  guardian,  and  al- 
(hough  unable  to  persuade  the  d^spof 
eitber  to  leave  home  himself  or  permit 
his  wife  to  do  so,  yet  her  ladysbip*s  Vi- 
sits were  continued,  and  the  young  la^ 
dies,  particularly  Constanoe,  wert  ofte& 
invited  to  Elm  House.  Once,  and  o^ce 
only,  Mrs.  Arlingford  had  been  permit« 
ted  to  pay  a  morning  visit  there ;  bui. 
the  temper  of  her  tyrant  was  rendered 
so  much  more .  irritable  by  having  re^ 
laxed  a  little  from  its  usual  s^Verity,  aa 
to  determine  her  never  again  to  teritQre 
from  Brooklr.nds. 

Most  anxiously,   therefore, .  did  th^ 
three  girls  look  forward  to  the  attKin- 

ment 
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m^t  of  their  twenty-first  year»  at  which 

period  a  moderate^  but  oertain  share  cf 

uidependent  property  would  be  theirs. 

Ellen  Arliugford  now  wanted  but  one 

Short  twelvemonth  to  pass  over  ere  she 

migbt  daim  hßr  little  fortune  and  her 

liberty,  which,  at  present,  as  she  often 

dedared,  had,  since  her  father's  death, 

been  wboUy  denied  her;  Blanche  was 

her  junior  ratber  more  tban  a  twelve* 

month ;  and  Constance  bad,  at  tbis  time, 

just  entered  her  eighteenth  year;  but 

altbough  the  spaoe  of  time  that  must 

necessarily  elapse  ere  the  happy.day  ar» 

rived  when  Mr.  Arlingford's  power  over 

her  would  cease,  yet,  from  many  united 

causes^  she  was  bett^  qualified  to  endure 

the  despotism  to  which  they  were  all 

alike  subjeeted ;  and  never  yet  had  her 

sisters  remarked  a  frown  on  her  brow, 

or  the  sligbtest  diminution  of  that  cheer« 

fulness  which  was  her  natural  temper  of 

mind. 

Colonel  Arlingford's  last  illness,  which 

£  4  terminated 


80  THE  ÜNCLES. 

terminated  in  death,  had  been  of  too 
Short  duration  to  allow  him  to  settle  his 
worldly  affairs,  or  to  secure  the  future 
happiness  of  his  children,  as  had  been 
his  intention.  Like  many  others  of  his 
fellow-mortals,  he  had  ever  allowed  him- 
self  to  be  the  slave  of  proerastination^ 
and  therefore  he  at  last  was  obliged  to 
arrange  these  important  concerns  as  spee- 
dily  as  possible.  To  his  brother  Charles 
he  then  committed  the  care  of  his  three 
orphan  girls,  fuUy  aware  that»  great  and 
many  as  were  the  faults  of  this  relative, 
the  want  of  integrity  was  not  one  of 
them ;  but  the  Miss  Arlingfords  had  not 
been  many  days  under  the  roof  of  their 
uncle,  ere  they  found  how  different  was 
that  home  to  the  abode  of  an  afTectionate 
parent. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  V. 


By  the  paiücular  Instructions  of  lady 
M arlowe,  her  own  womon  was  in  wait- 
mg  to  conduct  the  Miss  Arlingfords  to 
her  ladysbip's  dressing-room,  immediate» 
ly  on  their  arrival  at  Elm  House ;  and 
there  were  they,  in  a  few  minutes  after, 
joined  by  the  noble  mistress  of  the  man- 
non,  and  were  desired  to  eonsider  them- 
selves,  for  that  evening,  under  her  spe- 
dal  protection. 

Lady  Marlowe  was  an  avowed  pa- 
troness  of  youth  and  beauty;  Blanche 
Arlingford  was  therefore  deddedly  a  fa- 
vourite ;  nor  was  her  ladyship  much  less 
partial  to  Constance,  who,  although  pos- 
sessing  fewer  pretensions,  in  the  eyes  of 
a  critical  observer,  to  perfect  loveliness, 
was  ever  so  lively  and  entertaining  a  com« 

£  5  panion^ 
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panion,  that,  observing  the  high  estima- 
tion  her  young  protigie  was  held  in  for 
these  engaging  qualities,  she  was  gene- 
rally  brougbt  for^afd,  by  her  titled 
fiiend,  to  amuse  and  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  such  idlers  as  required  a  spur  to 
awaken  theni  firom  their  haMtual  torpid 
dity,  and  who»  by  thus  roiunng^  teddad 
to  inorease  the  brillianey  of  the  <ärcle 
lady  Madowe  prided  hersdf  upoh  col*- 
llseting/  at  stated  periods»  in  fhe  draw-« 
ing-toom  at  Elm  House.  .    .   ^i: 

Unconsdous  of  the  motihres  thftt  mn^ 
tuated  her  ladysliip,  Constance  ever  iäk 
grateful  for  the  unvarying  kindness  she 
experienced ;  had  she  been  aware  of  fhe 
real  motires-which  pvompted  such  disfin* 
gcäshed  att^tion,  for  ever  <sil€»t  wonld 
have  been  tbatvdce,  the  sound  of  wMch 
drewmany  a  ^y  and  laughing  einde 
around  hei' lädysfaip,  andofiten  faadiSiN^ 
ceeded  in  driving  off  thedemon^figmni» 
fiom  herseif,  wfaen>  left .  oniy  <x>  the  tKH 
ciety  of  her  own  smäll  faifaily,  she  droop^ 
...-::  ed 
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ed  in  languor»  and  lequired  more  than 
crdinary  talents  to  amuse  her  restleis 
spirit  C!onstance  had  been  a  frequent 
guest  of  lady  Marlowe's,  even  during 
her  childhoody  as  oolonel  Arlingford'9 
principal  residence  was  in  London ;  and 
bis  youngest  daughter  had,  eyen  irom 
diildhood,  been  a  oompanion  to  himself 
and  to  all  who  had  the  happiness  of 
knowing  her ;  accustomed^  therefor^  to 
good  Society^  and  unspoUed  by  the  flat«  * 
teries  she  heard  lavished  on  her  wit  and 
humoar«  Constance  grew  up  the  same 
warm^hearted»  affectionat^  and  cheerful 
character  nature  had  formed  her. 

Blanche,  from  her  extreme  beauty^ 
had  ever  been  sought  by  lady  Marlowe, 
as  an  acquisition,  more  omamental  than 
useful^  to  grace  her  more  brilliant  par« 
ties;  whilst  Ellen,  possessing  a  mach 
smaller  share  either  of  wit  or  beauty, 
was  overlooked  by  the  dowager^  who 
CQuld  not  justly  estimate  the  Sterling 
value  of  her  truly^miable  disposition« 

£  6  As 
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As  soon  as  the  first  compliments  were' 
överj  lady  Märlowe  took  the  arm  of  thcf 
beauüful  Blanche,  eomplimenting  her 
most  sincerely  on  the  unrivalled  loveli- 
ness  she  this  eyening  displayed;  and, 
followed  by  the  two  other  girls,  repaired 
again  to  her  elegant  little  theatre,  uito 
whieh  a  large  old-fashioned  hall  had 
been  eonverted,  and  which  was  already 
fiUed  by  the  inhabitants  of  an  adjoining 
'  borough,  and  by  thenumerous  visitors 
at  Eim  House.  Lady  Marlowe  how, 
conformable  to  etiquette,  seated  herseif 
and  young  companions  in  one  of  the  last 
benches  from  the  stage,  and  immediately 
her  example  was  followed  by  those  of  ' 
her  gues'ts  who  wöuld  have  imagined 
themselves  poüuted  in  sitting  beside  the 
inhabitants  of  a  ircuämg  borough ;  whilst 
otbers,  though  perfectly  aware  of  tfaeir 
superior  ölaims  to  fashion  and  distinc- 
tion,  hesitated  not  to  mix  with  their  less 
gifted  companions,  and  found,  in  many 
of  them»  more  beauty,  and  sometimes' 

greater 
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greeter  deganoe  af  manner,  tiban  their 
superiors  in  birth  or  education  oould 
boast  of  possessing. 

The  green  curtain  now  drew  up  fbr 
the  first  time,  and  lady  Mailowe's  only 
son,  a  youth  of  nineteen,  who»  having 
suoeeeded  to  the  tiüe  of  his  deceaaed 
fiither,  was  impatiently  looldng  forward 
to  the  häppy  day  when  the  laige  estates 
he  likewise  inherited  would  be  resigned 
to  him  also,  now  appeared  on  the  stage, 
and  redted  sbme  lines  by  way  of  pro- 
logue,  whieh  were  reoeived  with  every 
mark  of  enthusiastic  admiration  by  his 
enraptured  audience ;  though  Constance 
could  not  forbear  remarking  to  EUen, 
the  applause  was  only  due  to  their 
smoothness  of  metr^  and  to^the  mono- 
tonous  accent  in  which  they  were  re- 
peated. 

The  tragedy  of  Oroonoko  at  lengtfa 
commenoed,  and  in  one  of  the  first  gen- 
tlemen  who  appeared  on  the  stage,  Con- 
stance recognized  an  old  acquaintanoe, 

and 
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apd  in  a  whisper  to  Wikxk  the&  said— 
*•  That  is  Mr.  Trelawncy-- 

Ellen  rtarted  at  the  intimatian,  and 
in  a  quick  tooe  answered — ^^  Oh  no, 
Gonstanoe;  indeed  you  are  quite  nu8- 
taken." 

Ccxistanoe  looked  her  surptise;  and 
EUen»  with  a  height^iing  oolour,  added 
--p-^^  Yet  he  eertainly  resembles  him  ex- 
tremely :  perhaps  he  is  brother  to  Tre^ 
lawney.  But,  my  dear  sister,  I  must 
entreat  you  not  again  to  interrupt  my 
attention  from  the  stage ;  for,  each  suc- 
ceeding  moment»  Oroanoko  will  interest 
US  more  and  more." 

Constance  laughed,  but  oflfered  no  x^ 
ply»  ccNfitenting  hersdf  with  watchipg 
the  yariations  of  Ellen's  oountenaiice, 
who  eagerly  glanoed  her  eye  around  the 
assembled  drcle,  and  then,  as  if  disap-« 
ppint^  in  the  review,  concluded  her 
ol)6ervations  with  a  suppressed  sigh. 

.But  the  attention  of  Constance  was 
again  recaUed  to  tibe  Btsige  by  a  voice 

whicb 
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wluoh  sounded  ftmiliar  to  her  ear ;  ye^ 
on  looking  at  the  diancter  fiom  wbenoe 
it  prooeeded»  bis  whole  appearanoe  was 
so  Strange  to  her,  as  to  defy  even  her 
eamest  and  generally-suoeessfiil  scruti« 
xiy.  Agam  she  listened  to  his  voice^  and 
was  OB  the  pomt  of  again  addramog 
£Ueni  when  the  latter^  in  her  tum^  whis* 
pcred— '•  Is  not  thelAeutenant^üüermr 
perfbrmed  by  Jtilia's  fidend«  Mr.  De- 
lapre  ?** 

.  Constanoe  had  leisure  only  to  answer 
by  a  nod  of  assent,  ere  kdy  Marlowe, 
gently  tapping  her  Shoulder^  and  saying, 
**  Pray  observe  the  hero  of  the  pieoe^'' 
directed  her  attention  again  to  the  stage» 
where»  in  the  charactar  of  Oroanoko,  she 
percdved  one  of  the  most  elegant  figures 
her  eyes  had  ever  enoountered  Until 
the  condusion  of  the  first  acl;  C!onstanoe 
remained  wholly  ab^rbed  in  regaxding 
the  equaUy^perfeot  fimn  and  acting  of 
^  African  prinoe;  and  when,  in  the 
temporary  eessation  of  the  perfonnance« 

kdy 


portBcipation  with  her  sstei^s  fbelings; 
bat  scaroely  allowing  herseif  to  breathe, 
mach  less  to  speak,  she  oontinaed  mnte- 
ly  to  sympathize  m  the  agony  of  Ott»- 
noko  and  the  distraction  of  Imoinda. 
The  £ital  dagger  at  length  iulfilled  its 
ofteiMütended,  often-protracted  mission 
'^"-Oroonoho^g  life  alao  ^ided;  and  the 
dsters  experienoed  that  relief  of  feeling 
whidi  the  falling  of  the  green  curtam 
appeared  generaUy  to  give  to  the  minds 
of  all  present,  although  all  had  experi- 
eneed  the  highest  gratification  in  wit- 
nessing  the  masterly  performanoe  of  thk 
h^Iy-infaiesting  tragedy. 
'  The  delighted  audienee  then  adjourn- 
ed  to  the  saloon,  for  liie  refreshment  of 
tea.  Lady  Marlowe  was  there,  over- 
wbelmed  with  compHnients  on  her  son's 
powers  of  reeitation,  whilst  several  <rf 
the  yoang  people  from  the  town  of  — — 
werie  Tenturing  to  inquire  of  Constance 
if  she  knew  who  the  gentleman  was  that 
had  peraonated  Oroonoko ;  and  scarcely 

one 
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glimpse  of  her  blushing  faoe,  and  tfae 
ill-suppressed  happiness  his  own  exhi- 
bited  accorded  little  with  the  distrae» 
tion  of  mind  slavery  ought  to  have  di»- 
played. 

The  emotion  of  Constance  increaaed 
as  the  seenes  before  her  increased  in  pa^ 
thos;  the  one  between  Oroonoko  and 
Aboan,  when  the  latter  works,  ai^d  at 
lengtb  suceessfully,  upon  the  feelings  of 
his  royal  master,  and  persuades  him  to 
ättempt  escaping  from  the  land  of  hit 
enemy,  was  nobly  supported;  but  in 
that  which  succeeded,  where  the  betray* 
ed  prince  resigns  his  sword  to  the  ge- 
lierous  Stanmore,  and  the  villainous  go- 
vernor,  in  retum,  commands  his  myrmi- 
dons  to  seize  the  person  of  the  royal 
captive,  the .  feelings  of  poor  Constance 
were  wound  up  to  a  frightful  piteh  of 
agony  for  the  sufferers,  and  indignant 
cbntempt  towards  the  man  who  caused 
them;  wholly  forgetful  the  scene  was 
otherwise  than  real,  she  turned  her  dark, 

expressive, 


^9  THE  ÜNCLEI». 

participation  with  her  sister's  feelings; 
but  scarcely  allowing  herseif  to  breathe, 
much  less  to  speak,  she  continued  mute- 
ly  to  sympathize  in  the  agony  of  Oroo- 
noko  and  the  distraction  of  Imwnda. 
The  fatal  dagger  at  length  fulfilled  its 
often-intended,  oflen-protracted  mission 
'-^Oroonoko's  life  also  ehded;  and  the 
sisters  experienced  that  relief  of  feeling 
whidi  the  falling  of  the  green  curtain 
appeared  generally  to  give  to  the  minds 
of  all  present,  although  all  had  experi- 
enced the  highest  gratification  in  wit- 
fiessing  the  masterly  p^ormanoe  of  this 
h^Iy-interesting  tragedy. 
^  The  ddighted  audience  then  adjoum- 
ed  tothe  saloon,  for  the  refrei^hment  of 
tea.     Lady  Marlowe  was  there,  over- 
wbelmed  with  cornpüments  on  her  son's 
powers  of  recitation,  whilst  several  <rf 
th^  yotmg  people  from  the  town  of — 
werie  Tenturing  to  inquire  of  Constance 
if  she.knew  who  the  gentleman  was  that 
had  personated  Oroonoko ;  and  scarcely 

one 
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Kesolved  not  again  to  nrn  tlie  chaoM 
of  exposing  herseif  by  similar  oonducti 
Constance  now  entreated  an  elderiy  gen- 
tleman  sitting  behind  her,  and  with 
whom  she  was  acquainted»  to  change 
plaees  with  her,  alleging  the  glare  of  the 
lights  that  were  placed  at  the  foot  of  the 
stage  as  an  excuse  for  this  request^  which 
was  immediately  granted. 

The  gentleman  she  addressed  was  a 
person  far  advanced  in  years,  and,  like 
her  uncle,  was  the  proprietor  of  an  im- 
mensely  bushy  wig,  behind  the  screen 
of  which  Constance  soon  found  hersetf 
oomfortably  sheltered,  But  now  it  was 
poor  £Uen*8  tum  to  wish  heraelf  as  tc^ 
tally  secluded  from  Observation ;  Ahoan 
entered,  bleedihg,  dying,  from  the  cruel^ 
^ects  of  his  persecator's  revenge;  tünv: 
ing  pale  with  the  horror  she  feit,  EUen 
looked  bac^  at  her  sister^  and  in  a  low 
tone  said— *^  This  indeed  is  Mr.  Trelaw- 
ney.    la  he  not  dreadfully  man^ed  ?" 

Constance  shook  her  head  in  token  of 

partidpation 
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participation  with  her  sister's  feelings; 
but  scarcely  allowing  herseif  to  breathe, 
much  less  to  speak,  she  eontinued  mute- 
ly  to  sympathize  in  the  agony  of  Oroo^ 
noko  and  the  distraction  of  Imotuda. 
The  fatal  dagger  at  length  fulfilled  its 
often-intended,  oflen-protracted  mission 
"^Oroanoko'g  life  also  ended;  and  the 
dsters  experienced  that  relief  of  feeling 
whidt  the  falling  of  the  green  curtain 
appeared  generally  to  give  to  the  minds 
of  all  present,  although  all  had  experi- 
enced the  bighest  gratification  in  wit- 
fiessing  the  masterly  performanoe  of  this 
hig^Iy-inferesting  tragedy. 
'  The  deligfated  audience  then  adjourn« 
ed  to  the  saloon,  for  the  refreshment  of 
tea.     Lady  Marlowe  was  there,  over- 
wbelmed  with  cornpUments  on  her  son's 
powers  of  recitation,  whilst  several  of 
th^  yotmg  people  from  the  town  of  — — 
werie  Tenturing  to  inquire  of  Constance 
if  she  knew  who  the  gentleman  was  that 
had  personated  Oroonoko ;  and  scareely 

one 
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one  of  them  gave  implicit  credit  to  her 
assurance,  that  she  was  equally  Ignorant 
as  themselves  on  tbat  sub}ect 

'^  Oar  theatrical  entertainments  for 
this  evening/'  said  one  of  the  young  ku 
dies»  after  entreating  Constance  to  dis- 
Cover  and  repeat  to  her  the  name  of  the 
handsome  African^  **  are  not  yet  oon- 
cludedy  I  understand.  Lady  Marlowe 
has  just  told  mamina»  that  if  we  are  not 
afraid  of  going  home  at  midnight»  and. 
like  to  repair  again  to  her  little  theatre, 
we  shall  be  spectators  of  a  dramatic  re» 
presentation  more  exhilarating  to  our 
harassed  feelings  thui  even  this  refresh- 
ing  beverage.  The  farce  of  the  Dectf 
Lover  is  to  succeed  Oroonoko;  and  I 
think  her  ladyship  said  we  should,  in 
that  chanicter,  have  a  spedmen  of  our 
favourite  hero*s  comic  powers." 

**  l^ot  tä-night,  I  hope — ^not  as  the 
deqf  lover  may  we  again  see  the  repre- 
sentative  of  our  interesting  African!" 
Constance,  in  a  deprecating  t(»ie,  ^iger- 
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ly  €!Kclaimed;  **  He  ought  not,"  she 
cototinued,  with  her  usual  ardency  of 
feeling — ^'  he  ought  not  to  degrade  bis 
highly-gifted  talents  by  deseeriding  to 
make  the  multitude  laugh,  after  having 
so  lately  siicceeded  in  exciting  their  more 
noBle  feelings.** 

•  **^  Why,  Constance,  you  are  upon  the 
Äilts  of  romanee  to-night,"  cried  Ellen, 
laughing  at  this  burst  of  enthusiasm, 
änd  at  the  hau^ity  indignant  look  of 
the  young  lady  to  whom  this  exclama- 
tion  was  made,  and  who  now,  with  a 
äight  toss  of  her  head,  echoed  angrily 
the  unfortutiäte  Word— **  Multitude!" 
•*  W'hat  think  you,  Miss  Bevil,'*  con- 

tinucfd  EUetl,  **  our  most  excelleht  eo- 

»        •  ... 

löic'actor  of 'Drury^-bne  would  say  to 
f hf s  highflown  rhapsody— he  whose  per- 
formance  ofthe  deqf  Iwer  has  attracted 

Öie  lAosi  brilliant  audiences,  and* ^ 

-'•*It  may  be  wdl  adaptedto  his  eomic 
tätentSi"  retumed  Constahee,  now  laugh- 
ing also ;  **  but  I  am  convinc^,  never-^ 
\'  theless, 
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theless,  the  representative  of  Oraonoko 
ought  not  to  perform  that  character  to- 
night;  nor  would  I,  on  any  account, 
wish  to  find  this  hero  of  tragedy  could» 
even  by  the  display  of  wit  and  gaiety 
the  most  refined,  succeed  in  persuading 
me  to  smile  upon  his  attempts  tbrough- 
out  thls  evening.** 

Well,  well,  rest  content,  my  dear  sis^ 
ter,**  rfeturned  Ellen ;  "  the  deafhver  is 
not  to  be  the  next  character  your  tragic 
hero  will  perform ;  I  have  already  heard 
fiom  lady  Marlowe,  poor  Ahoan  will 
degrade  himself  by  that  representa- 
tion." 

**  Oh,  by-the-bye,  Ellen,"  Cotistance 
now  eagerly  exclaimed,  as  their  compa^ 
hion  lefl  them  to  prosecute  still  further 
her  questions  relative  to  the  handsome 
Oroonoköf  "  I  now  recollect  you  said 
Ahoan  was  performed  by  Mr.  Trelaw- 
ney;  but  indeed  you  are  mistaken; 
Stanmore,  as  I  told  you,  was  represented 
by  that  gentleman,  whom  I  haVe  knowrt 

a  long 
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a  long  titne.    Ahoan  was  performed  by 
a  much  younger  man,  and ^ 

**  Indeed,  Constance,  I  am  not  mis- 
taken,''  interrupted  Ellen,  blushing  deep- 
ly  as  she  spoke ;  "  at  least  the  Mr.  Tre- 
lawney  I  became  acqiiainted  with  last 
winter,  during  the  few  weeks  my  uncle 
allowed  me  to  leave  Brooklands,  has  en* 
acted  Ahoan  to-night.     In  the  course  of 
my  visit  to  our  old  sehoolfellow,  Mrs. 
Uptonville,  I  was  introduced  to  the  gen- 
tleman  now  in  dispute,  and  I  can  safely 
affirm  his  name  is  Trelawney.    Perhaps 
he  is  some  relation  to  your  friend." 

"  He  has  the  honour  of  being  his  bro- 
ther,"  exclaimed  a  young  and  tolerably- 
bandsome  man,  who  was  han^ng  over 
one  end  of  the  sofa  to  which  the  sisters 
had  adjoumed;  and  Ellen,  as  he  now 
sprang  forward  and  eagerly  took  her  half- 
extended,  half-withdrawn  band,  in  a  ti- 
mid  voice,  attempting  to  smile,  said — 
"  I  am  happy  to  see  Ahoan  restored  to 
life  again." 

'*  A  thousand 


<*  A  thousand  thawks  fiv  ttbok  kind 
iirishr  repUed  «be  intnider,  thiowiBg 
timself  on  Mie  scrfvi  beside  her,  and  .en» 
deavouritig  tp  detain  iier  ^oflfered  band^ 
then,  fn  «  l^irer  tone,  iie  oontiiiued*«« 
'^^1  was  8o4eHgiited  «t  iiiMUag  jpou  reaUjr 
^ßd  reoegniflie  me,  e?  en  in  avjr  (frightful 
Uack  disguise,  tfaiM;  fiir  a  monaent  I  £ir* 
get  4^e  «disery  |  was  ftersonifying,  Jwat 
tempted  to  deaert  pjr  post,  and  haaten 
to  j;q3ur  «ifla  Desr  fiUen,  iiow/delighted 
I )«Hi  «at  tbk  meeting'!  Do<i;eU  me  if  jon 
aie  to  «ontinue  ilady  Marlowe*6  gaeat 
longer  «hap  Cbia  eyenmg,  for  I  li»ra 
mudfi  kiteUigenoe  to  oommimiGaftap-nr 
manj  hnpcfrtant  icirciiaistaiiees  »to  .m* 
lata.'* 

'^*  I  will  promiae  ito  ^hear  A\  -befiMe  I 
^pkk  this  house/'  vnAk  a  heigltteiie^  eoi> 
lour  Eilen  vepUed.  ^*  But  inoiw  iteQ  na, 
ave  3f«u  going  lio  jpeiform  again  (th5a 
evoeinng  ?  >I  ^bonght  i  undeastood  ifiram 
laAy  Maiiowe,  y^ouniwi^'te.act  «ba  boio 
of<be&ree.^ 

▼OL.  I.  P  '•  NOb 
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**  No,  I  am  not  the  deaf  lover,"  re- 
turned  Trelawney;  aAd  theo,  with  an 
arch  smile,  he  cx>ntinued,  and  glancing 
towards  Constanoe  as  he  spoke — '^  ypur 
inend  Oroonoko  shall  take  that  part,  I 
am  determined;  my  duty  is  ovar  fbr 
this  evening,  and  my  future  happiness 
shail  be  dated  from  this  moment,  if  you 
will  introduce  ine  to  your  sister  as  the 
uriknown  Trelawney,  and  if  you  will 
then  allow  me  to  eonsider  myself  your 
escort  for  the  remainder  of  the  evening.** 

Ellen  immediately  assented ;  and  the 
introduction  having  taken  place,  Tre- 
lawney was  on  the  point  of  re-entering 
into  Gonversation»  when  a  sudden  recol- 
lection  prompted  him  to  start  up  and 
excldm — **  I  must  not  entirely  forsake 
my  poor  friend ;  perhaps  you  will  allow 
me,  Ellen,  to  itatroduoe  him  to  you. 
Poor  fellow !  his  society  will  not  be  any 
hindranee  to  our  ccmvecsing  even  on  Jto-' 
pics  most  interesting^as  he,  unfortunate^ 
ly  for  himself,  is  both  deaf  and  dumb/ 

The 
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The  sUters  expressed  their  pity  for  the 
young  man's  misfortune,  and  their  com« 
panion  lefk  them  on  his  charitable  er- 
fand; but»  ere  he  had  time  to  rejoin 
them  agahi^  they  were  summoned  by 
lady  Marlowe  to  retum  with  her  to  the 
theatre. 

Constanoe,  in  a  dissatisfied  mood,^  un- 
Mrillingly  arose  to  obey  the  summons; 
lady  Marlowe  had  taken  the  arm  of 
Ellen,  to  whom»  in  a  whisper»  she  said  a 
few  words,  that  caused  a  smiie  and  a 
blush  in  reply,  and  they  walked  forward 
together,  slowly  foUowed  by  Constance 
and  Blapche,  who  were  intercepted  in 
their  progress  by  some  of  her  ladvship's 
friends  stopping  them  to  express  their 
satisfaction  at  the  meeting.  They  suc- 
ceeded  at  length  in  rejoining  lady  Mar- 
lowe, though  not  until  she  had  been 
some  little  time  seated  in  her  former 
|dace;iand  now  addressing  Constance, 
she  said-^^  If  the  lights  will  not  quite 
bünd  yiou^  my  diear»  oome  and  sit  dowti 

F  2  between 


bcbif«ei^n  Mn  Sfttowen  mnd  tue.;  JSBen 
and  TiPekWtejr  yriäl  gmärd  us  m  therrenv 
and  BUmcbe  oan  üt  ton  4ke  otibret  aide  ef 
cfm  ifiiend,  nesüt  fo  iaral  Maivlolire^ 

Comftdnoe  'offemd  no  'tibjecftioR ;  «ifi 
Ulfe  prtrty  beitig  tinis  «rakiged,  atid  Aä 
green  curtain  not  having  yet  risen^  isdjr 
Mnrlchvc  ivtnii^eliBd  her  'compdmob«-^ 
'^  3)he  igctttlenktin  iitoide  yem  4s  .Trekiwr«. 
ney's  durab  fri^ridi;  if  if)08fiiiyb»  I  wbh 
3^ü  wouldy-fey  ^r^s^  cönvcMk  <mth  hith 
aiföwtniinites{:  lie^liutt  Iby.^äity  ^ppa^ 
'rtait'negltot;  4m t»  ItcbnassTtoe  yieu»  iie 
is  tqulok  as  tt^btnhig  in  catehing  the 
meatmig  »eiäier  cif  b  ^si^  or  'giancb,  abfid^ 
liüls  ipebr  timh!  f«l  dimch  ^^reti&edifai^ 

'^  I  «ia  almaiit  'afraid;  iie  docios  4mio 

qaidk,  tMu--4  invotTTioi  füiat  )to  «:äl  M» 
latigQag^  4iia  AnefJnik  t^s'feiqin^is,''  tb^ 
t«medK)0irttanc0,JlngbiHg^;  '')ltttI'wiU 
ti^^  te^y  tDr)ni^Ubrtiiiies^)tD  readil- 
ic^ieir  igieltiUe  Ib  iim<f '  älMl'-shfe  ilmmi 
eA'^mrUßik  M^.dSitzaiiito/mtkliieai* 

tention 


stranger's  eyes,  now  rivettediiiv^D  her^ 
«ttitetfid  i  giame  so  Iprainous  and  so  ex- 
pressive^ tbat)  ki^anlly  loot^in^  back  at 
hAy  Maitöwe»  with  a  heigfetened  coloui; 
s)ie  «xelaimed**-*^  Oh  ms  tny  dear  nuu 
d^m!  he  looks  too  foirinidajbie:^  «i^  feeble 
endeavoUrs  eaü  never  succeed;  ind^cd 
jöxjt  flittst  jex^us9  me,  fev  I  fliidit im* 
fiMsihl^  to  ooiKiply>  «lith  yoinr  requ^t,^ 
'^'''Ntiniensef^  dxelaimed  b»  lady^hip, 
Idoking  grave  aiid  some^faat  dkrpleased ; 
^  ihie  flfieeted  bashfälness  does  not  he« 
Qome  70«,  Constanee.  I  must  tioen  ex« 
ert  myself,  or  the^  poor  fe}lew  wil\  ini^s 
^e^we  «re  talki^g  of  him^'and  perbaps 
ridi^ikrg  tils  .fnisfwtüm^  B|it  whal 
shaft  E  day  ^^  wyi  ttfa«  eff  bis  atteii>^ 
tkH]k  ftbm  youv  oen6ck)us  Uusfatis»  dbiUt, 
aiidthe tKäfirnnm^fiil  look  tbat iieeom» 
panies.  tbem?  Bt^\  L  will .1^  bim  to 
knäiin.«  thelist of  Qbaräetero  belotoging 
to  |;h^  fiu^w  of  this  evening;"  and  With 

F  3  appropriate 
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appropriate  gestures  her  ladyship  omde 
the  request. 

A  bow  the  most  graceful,  and  a  glanoe 
from  his  bright  flashiiig  eye,  that  plainly 
evinced  he  feit  the  attention  of  his  fair 
hostess  most  sensibly,  were  returned  by 
Mr.  Fitzowen»  as  he  gave  into  her  lady- 
ship's  iiand  the  list  he  held;  and  Con« 
stance,  in  a  low  tone,  exclaimed— -»*'  I 
beg  your  pardon,  my  dear  inadain,  fot 
my  past  foUy,  and  rest  assured  that»  as 
soon  as  the  first  act  of  the  entertainment 
is  over,  I  will  make  a  seoond^  and»  let 
me  trust»  a  more  sucoessfiü  e£for(^  to 
gratify  you        '' 

The  curtain*  drew  up  ere  she  had  fi** 
niished  speaking;  the  dmfhüer  appear* 
ed»  but  it  was  not  the  representativis  of 
the  African  hero  Constance  saw  in  that 
character— -it  was  the  brother  of  Ellen's 
Trelawney.  Uttering  an  e&clamation  of 
genuine  satisfaction»  she  instantly  tum« 
ed  round  to  her  sister»  exclaiming-- 

«Oh» 
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**  Ob,  Ellen,  it  is  not  Orooncko!  Oh, 
Mr.  Trelawney,  how  oould  you  lead  us 
to  suppose  it  would  be  himr 

Etlen  and  her  companion  attempted 
not  to  fcMrbear  laugbing  at  the  indignant 
flash  wbich  beamed  in  the  eye  of  Con- 
stänce  as  she  made  this  discovery ;  «nd» 
scarcely  able  to  speak  from  mirth  yet 
repressed,  Trelawney  repUed — **  Perhaps 
*  jou  accüse  nte  too  bastily  of  ertm  tfaat 
I  may  yet  prove  not  to  bave  oommitted." 
'  ReproachfuUy  sbaking  ber  head,  Con* 
atarice  tumed  aiway,  and  with  redoubled 
pleasure  gave  ber  undivided  attention  to 
tbe  stage.  Alive  equally  to  tbe  power 
of  mirtb,  «s  in  tbe  preceding  tragedy  sbe 
had  been  to  sympathy,  no  one  enjoyed 
the  passihg  scenes  more  tban  herself; 
and  l^relawney  seeing  how  much  ahe 
was  entertained,  now  ventured  to  in* 
qtrire  if  sbe  thougbt  it  would  bave  been 
possible  to  bave  forbome  laughing,  had 
Oroonoko  faimself  thrown  off  bis  prince- 

F  4  ly 
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''  Oh,  do  not  ^eftk  ^swh  profenatiaft 
tovrardfi  the  tt^ie  imiser  sbe  repHed. 
*'  I  should  never^  I  am  aert^o^  kan^e 
been  able  to  etidote  sueh  a  defightful 
votoy  to  her»  aa  Or^Kmoko  wais,.  tupi 
rebel  to  her  staAdafd." 

Again  Elteii  and  TrelatvHey  laughed 
at  her  enthüsiaAtir»  and  Confitanee's  mkrtb 
Continued  to  the  coiielu€ion  of  Üie  fiupee« 
-^''  I  ätn  glad  it  '^  ovte,"  $fae  exekimed, 
ä8  her  party  röee  to  witbdraw—"  k  reaUy 
bas  quite  fatigued  me.-' 

"  Then  you  bad  better  ret.^m  with 
your  sister  anjä  Tretewney  to  tbe  saioopi? 
daid  kdy  Marlowe^  '^  where  refr? sboaelita 
are  now  dispensing»  and  Mr.  Fitzowai 
will  be  your  escort/'  signing  to  the. latter 
as  sbe  spcAe. 

He  bowed  in  return»  and  imi&ädiatdjjf, 
öffering  bis  arm  to  Ctmstanee^  tb^  fi^ 
lowed  in  dl&nce  tbett.  two  ooüfi^ptaiiQiii^i 

None 
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Kone  but  tbe  j^estt  resident  wtth  tht 
ftmäy  retunifid  fitun  itibe  thfittrt  to  ihm 
trioon;  but  Conetanee  ivtts  üwytMad  at 
observing  all  this  party  dfMr  sanr  Ar» 
door  «5  fifae  csiteiod,  Whikt  the  dd  gen- 
demen,  wfaose  bushy  ivig  faad  befivt 
provcd  SD  «enrnrable  bjr  snty  af  flcsreea» 
iww  praeqded  tiiem;  and  approiMliiiig 
Mr.  FitB0«Keii,  in  rathcar  Apompow  tone, 
having  (first  made  os  pompous  a  htrm^ 
now  aaid^r— ^  In  tbe  name  of  all  theUhia- 
tDOOB  pendna  iww  present,  aIIow  me, 
Mr.  FilaBOwen,  lo  exfffess  >the  lugh  gpa». 
tiAoaticti  ypur  exertions  in  tke  tliettii- 
od  BUMiaenent  of  this  evening  Imb  «fr 
indiid  US.  Who  can  aurpaas-oniw]^  wbo 
ean  eqaal  tiie  Oroonoko  of  tins  iChmi* 

The  giflltteuMun  Ikoa  adAresaed  faowed 
ia  säemc^^wkil^  Urdafmey,  toiglihig^ 
entkdmed«--^  bdeedy  my  ^fear  doctor, 
po9r\iitfAMn,  in  jvBtioe,  «deiei^ta  aishaw 
of  such  unbounded  pndb^;  I  mlfy  dlidi 
bt  quite  jedloot  «f  i  4b  ^Mtireoai^rt^tkoae 

F  5  thanks 
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thanks  which  are  unquestionably  my 
due,  as  the  most  entertaining  part  of 
this  eoenmg's  amusement  was  suggested 
originaily  by  me." 

"  Oh  dear,  sir  !'*  returned  the  doctor» 
again  profoundly  bowing,  **  we  are  nn- 
doubtedly  bound  to  thank  you  fi>r  sus^ 
taihing  so  well  the  part  assigned  you ; 
but»  in  the  tragedy  of  Oroonokö,  Mr. 
Fitsow^i  was  the  principal  actor." 

^  Oh !  I  daim  no  share  of  praise  for 
my  Performance  in  trugedy!*  still  laugh«* 
ing,  Trelawhey  resumed — ^  I  am  a  vo- 
taiy  this  evening  of  the  laugfater4oving 
goddess;  and  Fitzowen  himself  will  as^ 
sure  you,  a  faroe,  called  Deqf  and  Dumk^ 
has  been  got  up  whotly  under  my  inspec- 
tion,  and  has  already  been  rehearsed  most 
inimitably;  the  principe  actors  in  the 
piece  are  pafect  in  their  piart$>  and  the 
;wbole  is  ready  to  reoeive  the  puUic 
^  stamp  of  approbation,  at  any  time  yo« 
orijb^y  willsuggest.''  :  '^' 

tfiie  ikow«*piizzled  doctor  bowed.  iii  si- 

lenoe 
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lenoe  to  this  harangue,  not  one  word  of 
which  did  he  comprehend;  Constance 
was  transfixed  with  astonishment,  until 
the  voice  of  Fitzowen — the  füll»  dear^ 
deep-toned,  and  hannonious  soundi»  that 
previously  had  won  her  attention  in 
Oroonoko^s  Performance,  again  met  her 
ear ;  and  peroeiving  he  was  now  engaged 
in  replying  to  the  numerous  inquiries 
and  congratulations  that  poured  in  from 
every  quarter/ she  suoceeded  in  disen- 
gsgiog  her  arm  fiom  bis.  and  Kmained 
for  another  instant  eagerly  listening  to 
his  replies;  then,  hearing  the  laugh  of 
Trelawney,  she  attempted  to  rally  her 
self-recoUection,  and  gliding  from  the 
rookn,   hastened .  hack   to  the  tlieatre^ 
where  lady  Mädowe  still  remained  en- 
gi^l^ed  in  reoeiving  the  parting  compli» 
ments  of  her  acquaintance.     Surprised 
at  the  unexpected  retum  of  Constance, 
and  iiather  alairmed  at  her  breathless 
ttiaändr,  lady  Marlowe  hastily  inquire4 
die;(9iU8e. .  Hal&laughing,  half*indignant, 

F  6  at 
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ät  tlfl»  tfiek  v/lmh  faad  iieiik  i^l^ed  Imsü^ 

dAm^  to  iiiforai  yoa  an  imetq»eMed  «evcmt 

I^stäMly  eomprelmiäiiig  her  mmt^ 
i)fifg,  hfvA  tAieveä  fimn  her  mcitaieittjaiy 
älarmi  ikiüch  eirtertained  h^ti»ä  mä6g^ 
A»M:  «Mio  of  ber  young  ^roA^g;^^  and 
m^itm  to  best  ensry  cfiroiftiMtstote  ^aiC 
tttd  tMdbd  to  (AiVekop  tHe  seonC^  iier 
hdyiiliifi  bAttoued  to  dismbs  tfae  4m 
gtito^  wtio  yet  retooinied»  hy  tixpr^s^of^ 

Mrd  IftMfii  Mtuvted  with  CimAtams^  ta 
ttM?  ä»löoll>  eicplaädf^,  fia  ktar  ^#8/  idii» 
tber,  •^«•ciHgin  «f  «I»  liii«k  t^Ünbh  M 
bMA  ^j^dt^ppM JhercreAriKty«^'''  ¥w» 
kim^)''  «aid  tef  ihäysUp,  i^'i:\vta  ateMb 
jl^  wMi  ¥*it9oirm  tnit  m  tfev::]panes  Aoai 

batiott 


btttbii  of  Ommokds  lekig^  liüirfiiiii 
iiito  capiam  Meudows  higUy  ■cptertMD* 
ei  the  t^o  fg^^kdemen,  «nd  Trdawaejr 
instaiitly  fixrmed  hia  Mbeaae.  Sqparati^g 
hiin^f  fittia  b»  coinfMmoit,  he  joioed 
EUen  fmd  yau ;  tke  i»tvwi$tiion  ibal 
enmted»  mkL  kb  iptc^o^  kktiBoimeiüan 
of  the  de^löveti  in  the  perscm  ^  Ftttf« 
oiteto»  1  toeed  iiet  reeatritülale ;  he  theii 
left  yoa«  «Mi^ht  tibe  heio  OrwMito  «mI 
ny6elC  ^ti^gBigdd  us  4o  perfect  tbe  Mu- 
at0n  jfoft  H^ere  under^  and  hairiiig  rioMeb» 
ed  the  |>lail»  «riidh  the  nipidity  of  liglik» 
Dlttgquittedtm^towckyoui^gaifi.  Bot 
I,  you  know;'  oontkmed .  her  ladyriup^ 
again  laughing  at  the  expresaim  cf «oim» 
ttaance  Constenee  ititt  nww^-^ai  ex«- 
pifefluMB  <of  tningled  atogor  «ad  nortfa^ 
'^fNriUfevred  htangittg  ymi  :m3Pi0lf  io  the 
ieat  of  MtHNft ;  fmd  whiiiiig  t»  iMtmefc 
Ellen  hl  het  pört^i  took  her  dader  nqr 
eipecMd  »jsnMkMtioBr  ttiA  dbmed  you:  to 
«»Ikywiottrjilcfe.  TUeisily ii  th«  «dtoh^ 

pausing 
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^using  for  breath,  oonduded;  ^  and 
surety  you  will  allow  Fitzowen's  thea- 
tiical  talents  are  equally  good  in  cotmc 
BS  in  tragic  scenes,  and  that  he  possesses 
wonderful  powers  of  Controlling  his  ri- 
sible  faculties ;  notfaing  eise  could  have 
prevented  him  from  laughing  as  heartily 
throughout  Trelaxvney's  farcCy  as  we 
did  throughout  the  representation  of  the 
oomic  scenes  in  the  Heaf  Jjofoerr 

By  the  time  this  explanatdon  was 
iinished,  they  had  again  reached  the  sa- 
loon^  at  the  door  of  whieh  both  Fitzow^i 
and  Trelawney  were  atationed  eagerly 
waiting  thdr  appearance«  The  latter 
immediately  stepped  fwward,  and  tak^ 
ing  the  hand  of  Constanee,  in  much 
atixiety '  said-^^M' trust  I  have  not,  by 
glving  way  to  my  wild  spirits^  made^i^ 
atiemy^  wfaere,  ütom  selfiahness  only,  I 
shäll  wish  to  secure  a  fri^nd/' 
>  <^  You  c^rtainly/'  retumed  CofistaiMe) 
smllingj»'^  haye  ehoaen  a  novel  oouvseto 
#nd  «o'valuaUe  a  tveasuM^  butl^will 

'  :;:'.':  4  not 
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not  punish  you»  Mr.  Trekwnejr»  as  your 
misdiievous  jokes  really  deserve;  not 
that  my  clemency  is  extended  to  you 
tfaus  etarly  on  your  own  aocount-^pny 
do  not  flatter  yourself  such  is  tbe  case^ 
but  only  to  bribe  you  to  take  me  back 
to  Mlen»  wherever  you  now  have  left 
her.*' 

'  Trelawney  faaving  agreed  to  point  out 
tbe  present  retreat  of  Ellen,  was  thep 
leading  bis  companion  away,  when  tbeir 
progress  was  interoepted  by  Fitasowen^ 
wfao,  taken  again  in  a  dumb  fit»  was»  by 
signs,  entreating  bis  friend  to  procura 
also  for  bim  tbe  same  sbare  of  {orgir^ 
ness  be  bad  bimself  attained. 

**  Nay»  speak  for  yourself»  maii»''  re» 
tumed  tbeotber»'laugbing-*«''thecbarm 
is  broken-^you  are  free«t-«I  also  free  you 
from  your  fealty  to  me»  and  sinoerd^ 
hope  tbe  pardon  you  are  so  anxioua.to 
^nß^we,  nmy  be  as  kindly»  afl<  prosiptly 
esEteiided^asininebittbeen*''  . 
•  .  rA  repfeoaeMul  sbake  of.  the  beid  twt» 

panied 
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aoBompanied  faf  so  relenJäng  aiannilf  on 
tbe  diovpled  cheek  fof  Co^istenoe,  m  tp 
tmire  tbe  bitiiert(Mi?t^ff)6^  «ol^it  bis  0S0 
fenee  «ko  «ni^t  hope  to  infiet  Mritk  ^ao^^ 
don;  iGV-aoisQ/fao^  tlierefiire,  ^tfiintierBd  lo 
*^:8peak  again;"  and  tbe  sound  bf  that 
vmce^  lAcfte  haxxnqmma  aeeents  miuld 
have  melted  even  tbe  most  stubbom» 
tbe  most  i^y  beart,  tö  figrgetr  afi  waath 
md  malicei»  and  eubstitote  peaoe  asid 
goodwäl  m  1^  bosöm  evren  iof  ßn  enei» 
my»  eoon  icbased  fram  the  irnndnaf  iCam- 
stance  every  tportioh  df  ber  iate  iObagidn.; 
ber  aauad  oheenßil  itnd  niMHbmtpampd 
matmer  retumed ;  aiad  lady  Marloiire  ted 
again  to  congmUAate  hermlf  )on  Ibe  «v 
^isiäon  Constamie  ArUbgfiprd's  aodety 
«ras  to  bdr  ^eifts  iioid  to  ^bdnelf. 

Wbtti  retired  «t  mg^  to  4ii9  opiiA^ 
Xfmst  fttrejpared  ft>r  thera,  Eikn,  «lii> 
friiarod  4iers  wil^  Con^tfluce,  feoüvm^  m 
Ifi^tmeüiqm  the  SiMer^for  «ti($iig  tkiBtmo 
gentlemen  in  4dbeir  •  ridtonbiua  «htttBa 
Sttt^^n^reimn»  JSHw^tiiovml^slirivauld 

instanüy 


^tM%  haue  betvtydk  thear  ittknüMi^ 
httd  sbe  irat  bech  so  ttaiedy  watobedt  it 
was  impossible,  i^hont  afictoding  hdjjr 
Marfowe,  to  praaocute  her  pfaoi*  Tfas 
assertion  Constuce^  kiigbii^,  dedaradi 
she  woold  not  credit«*^^^  I  rathef  Ihinib» 
EUen^*  sh^  cenfinued,  *'  yoo  iwver,  «C» 
ter  the  first  instant»  gave  it  oile  tno^ 
ment'B  tbongkt;  fori  being*  so  iiuch 
pkasantcr  engäged  ytmrself»  poorCoti« 
stimce  amd  her  dumb  eonaponiois  were 
sdoti  fbrgtitteli.  80  you  had  better  not 
tseUany  Inare  ^  white  fibs»*  as  Mn  IVe^ 
lawtiey  dbooses  tD  call  his  wiid  pmnka 
(and  which  said  fibs^  by*tiie4iy t^'  -EMcii^ 
I  ndren  e¥en  in  sporfc^  ean  be  led  to  ap- 
pnve;^  bot  ans  wer  me  trälj  and  siiii 
oeretyi  w&o  is  tfan  Mr*  Trdaknkfh 
whend  did  you  first  nseet  him?  and 
how  long  faerve  you  baen  in  lovtt  witiv 
him?»* 

^in  lov^r  rqieailAd  Efien,  fltorfiibg, 
and  in  the  ildxt  instant  eagerly  begki«*- 
nmg  to  discbitn  all  pretoisions  to  tbisr 

bold 
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boU  assertion ;  but  the  arch  glanees  of 
Conrtanoe  diaoonoerted  her,  and  the  re* 
ooUection  of  her  sisto^'s  avowed  dislike 
to  ''  white  fibs"  prevented  a  continu- 
anee  of  the  assertion ;  therefore,  tuming 
her  blushing  face  away  from  the  eandle's 
glaxe,  she  simply  added — *^  Uncle  Ar- 
lingford  is  yet  my  guardian,  Constance." 

;*  And  Mr.  Trelawney,  relying  on  my 
influence  over  the  mind  of  this  same 
guardian,  is  anxious  to  gain  my  vote 
and  interest  in  the  afiair,  trusting  that 
I  shall  persuade  our  guardian  to  resign 
all  Claim,  all  power  over  his  niece  Ellen. 
Kind,  disinterested  man !" 

Ellen  saw  that  her  sister  was  hurt  at 
disoovering  the  reserve  which  hitherto 
she  had  ever  maintained  on  the  subject 
of  Trelawney,  and  immediately  theie- 
&re  discarding  it,  she  informed  her  of 
every  cireumstance  connected  with  him ; 
and  Gonstance,  in  the  agitated  narrative, 
discovered  Trelawney  had  long  been  at* 
tadied  to  Ellen,  and  that  she  had  been 

engaged 


TBS  UKCLBS.  115 

engaged  to  him  even  prior  to  the  death 
of  her  iather;  but  that  poor  Trdawney 
had  not  then  been  in  circuinstances  su^ 
ficiently  affluent  to  enable  them  to  plight 
their  wedded  faithi  and  that  he  therefore 
had  persuaded  her  to  oonttnue  the  chm- 
destine  engagement  tili  better  times  en* 
abled  him  to  daim  her  promised  band. 
Bat  the  death  of  colcmel  Arlingford  al- 
tered, in  some  respect»  the  future  pro- 
$pects  of  the  young  people.    Ellen  oon- 
fessed  sfae  had,  previous  to  her  late  meet» 
ing  Trelawney — a  meeting  she  had  anxi- 
ously  anticipated,  and  from  that  cause 
had  been  particularly  eager  to  gain  her 
unde's  consent  to  the  present  visit  at 
kdy  Marlowe's,  engaged  to  beoooie  his 
wife,  as  soon  as  she  could  daim  her  little 
fortune — "  And  even  now,"  Ellen  con- 
tiniued,  *^  were  it  not  for  the  power  my 
unde  yet  possesses  over  my  indinaticm 
by  refusing  his  consent,  I  might,  even 
befbre .  I  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
become  the  wife  of  my  kmg-esteemed 
,  Lionel; 


JJeimh  ^wb  in3fr  uiid«^  .caonsetif  wiiUh  S 
ara  poiftli^e,  \»  dmdtA,  eyßn  -nhen  Tre« 
läwncjr:  infeurma  Uni  be  has  lateijr  ofak 
tatued  a  lucrätiTe  aita^tioiv  tbough  in 
y^hoA  paed:  cf  the  kingdom  I  yet  hnom 
not,  whicfa  ehaUes  htm  thus  early  to 
ehdm  my  inmaa' Fffiotniae.  Oayourin. 
fiuence  \iBikfa  my  uncle,  Condtance/'  £1» 
kn,  bk^faing  deqpfy^  added^  *^  Treloir« 
Bcy^  and  mysclf  noir  rely ;  it  is  naw  in 
yoor  power  to  seeore  the  bappinefes  .of 
ymr  si^ter;  and  sorcly  r  did  bdfc  too 
hastily  etphess  my  opinion^  when  I  ^ 
sttoed  Trdawney  my  Comtanoe  wonld 
not  alkiw  any  feseling  «tf  pique^  on  ao* 
Countiof  the  silenoe  I  have  bitberfeo  fm^ 
servedy  to  inteifcire»  or  ip^nder  her  leia 
maüonB  to  secure  the  felieity  of .  hör 

A.  sücnpe  df  sottie  minutes  dviratioQ 
fiiceeeded  tbe  explidt  nanrative  of  Ei* 
Ic»;^  atli^ogth  Constanee,  afSHttkmate^ 
anlnraeing  her  now«-teaiful  sislter»  repfled 
fM#^  That  was  a  very  swvet  niorprai».  of 

flattery 
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'^  ßsMcty  you  ooncittded  wHh,dMr  EHen; 
t«rt  I  Ii0nc9tlf  Mnfess,  even  thafc  ku 
not  ptrmivted  ibi  4o  digert  tii^  fv^VMfe 
iafiiroDatiüh  yon  .had  given  «le»  1  nt^ 
17«;  3Poa  know,  pmfessed  tbo  hvb  any 
laies  bardering  on  tfae  rdmaotic^  and  I 
ate  fisisly  :iif&rm  I  tieVier  'oordially  ioired 
clandestine  proceedings.  But  I  w3l  to/dk 
diatrete  yon  hy  vny  aimple  aifimadTer« 
skiits««^Qffie^  it  thianfare  to  sajr»  I  wiH 
dsoert  tnjrfielf /to  the  iitmost  in  yvürth^ 
▼our;  Init  ridmmnber»  my  firm  dönvie- 
tion  ris,  (khttt  tio  anfinence  lof  mme  twil^ 
in  tlrts  jnnfKTrtent  fKmit»  prove  Mocen- 
fM.  My  vocleWAohre^^^HOiay,  hts  tenackp 
of  fiMvter»  ymi  ;ate  not  mm  to  Iram;  di^ 
not  tberefore,  my  dear  EUen^iallow  your- 
seif  !to  ^be  ktfuemted  by  «norCbar»  "Who 
does  inot  <80  «oeuRitely  know  b»  iraal  dts- 
pö8^Skm^^o  9bt,  i  6ay»  be  fed  ^to  inaa- 
ghie  I  iaeve  iMeA  .lukawlirm  in  ji^our 
cause,  ybifeu  if  tuUiimitely  I  ipwive  titot 
successfuL*'   '  . 

Ellen  protested  against  such  an  idea 

being 
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being  likely  to  operate  on  her  mind — 
"  I  am  well  aware  of  your  affection, 
dear  Constance/'  she  added;  ^  and  Tre- 
lawney  is  as  well  convinoed  of  your  ami- 
able  disposition.  He  is,  you  may  sup- 
pose,  anxious  to  gain  your  regard,  and 
secure  yoür  approbation  to  his  £llen's 
choice— — " 

**  But  he  certainly  has  proceeded  in  a 
novel  way  to  gain  this  coveted  approba- 
tion»"  Constance,  laughing/  interrupted 
her  sister;  **  his  conduct  this  evening 
has  been  rather  stränge,  you  must  ac- 
knowledge.  For  your  sake,  however,  I 
forgive  the  unpleasant  feelings  he  gave 
rise  to  in  my  mind ;  and  now,  bofirsoir, 
my  dear  Ellen !" 

After  this  explanatiön,  the  sisters  re- 
tired  to  rest ;  one  to  dream  of  häppiness 
not  far  distant,  in  becoming  the  wife  of 
a  man  she  almost  adored — the  other, 
with  a  lieart  yet  her  own,  to  enjoy  un- 
broken  and  refreshing  slumbers. 

CHAP- 


'^ 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


Trelaw^^ey  &iled  not,  pn  the  saoeeed- 
ing  moming,  persofially  to  plead  bis 
cause ;  and  Constance,  in  retum,  assured 
him  no  exertions»  however  dktresaing^ 
should,  on  her  part»  be  withheld  to  gain 
the  approbation  of  Mr.  Arlingford  for 
his  immediate  union  with  Ellen.  Bat 
at  the  same  time  she  reminded  him  of 
her  unele's  well-known  love  of  power 
and  of  contradiction,  which  not  even 
her  efibrts  could  always  soft^;  and 
Gpncluded  with  hinting»  a  sbort  tim^  at 
any  rate,  would  suffice  to  render  all  bis 
fandes  unavailing,  as  a  twelvemonth 
wpuld  be  the  duration  of  his  power  over 

3ujt  here  Trelawney  yehemently.^x« 
claimed  it  would  be  impomble  to  wait 

that 


that  period  of  time;  and  when  Con- 
stance  again  promised  no  exertion  she 
could  make  would  be  withheld,  he  de- 
clared  himsetf  ^so  feftheAy  convinced 
thaty  if  these  exertions  were  really  made, 
they  would  not  be  in  vain,  that  his  au- 
4kteit  ibegam  tft  last  to  feA  inrpatieiit; 
^md  «  ^iiery  4in)>leii8aRt  tbonght  cfrosag^d 
Im*  wkid,  Chatt  ^  ehe  ^were  tinmccesi^ftil 
Ik  1di6  <0Mtd$t,  'smvnight  ^^ery  possiUy 
lie  Xbeceti^e/fVelawney  ivouM  dead  EDen 
ti»  coneUide  ^siie  liad  decesved  tbani,  and 
had  not^^as  shef^Fofessed,  been  suffident« 
if  eamei&t  in  ^omoting  their  happineai; 
Bett  long  sshe  had  «ot  time  for  sucA 
«mcomfert^ble  reüeeüens ;  se  veral  ^f  ^th« 
^My  ba4  ^reejd,  'as  tfae  »weather  ^df  as  m 
tegfltiJ^l,  to  Tide  mit  'a  few  in3es,  4&  i»^ 
äer  to  vievr  %he  4-qhk  ^f  ^n  dd  «DüaB« 
«ery,  l^ieN;  was  ^It^in  41  two-^honrs  4i^ 
Itom  f&mjloiise.    (F^teow^i  premiied 
upon  CoDStance  to  go  with  him  in  ^ 
cMrrnile?;  Wbm,  c€  'wmse,  was  Ti«älaw- 
ney/s  >«anipBiiHtni;  aad  Slanche,  4rfleria 

few 
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few  «lomests  irresolution,  dedared  it 
be  her  intoitiqn  to  iremain  at  home»  and 
witnesB  the  reheanal  of  a  faroe  that  waa 
to  be  acted  on  the  aueoeeding  evening« 

Tlie  prcgeeted  ride  had  not  been  iar 

advanoed  in  executiont  ere  Constance 

had  reason.  to  congratulate  herseif  upon^ 

being  the  oompanion  of  Fitsowen.  The 

acenery  arotind  had  led  him  to  mention 

aome  particular  spot  he  had  obsenred  oti 

tfae  Continent,  which  he  now  referred 

to»  as  beingt  ui  sotne  respects»  similar  to 

tfae  beautiful  vie w  tfaen  before  theur  eye ; 

and  one  reference  to  another  country  na- 

turally  gave  rise  to  many  other  remarka 

091  the  same  subject»  täl  at  length  Con- 

stance  fouod  her  companion  had  served 

in  the  oonquering.  army  of  Wellington, 

but  that  a  desperate  wound  had  obliged 

him  to  quit.the  secrioe,  ere  his  promo« 

tjon  beyond  the  rank. of  a  lieutenancy 

had  been  attaaned.    Fitzowen  appeared 

to  possess  a  laige  fand  of  knowledge 

andlnfonBatioB;  and)Cohstanöe  now  lis* 

t  fVOL«  L  G  tened 


tmHä  ^ifh  (denp^  indth  sakooit  qonnfol 
attei^tiiw»  to  Mb  sdeaorqltkxB  jof ^Ifae  leene- 
19^»  GWtpiiM»  and  iEumBU»  io£  itfanse  dfe^ 
reign  fwuntines  '«riiflre  üiar  *dMin  ifadier 
liftd  imaed.M  maoy  i|«ita:;;»idti|(Hir  ihe 
m»ß  ^escriptbmilin'  foiidlyii'enKeodHBw 
ed  quellt  ihfld,  to  ^pfawle  jhsr,  ibam  fi»t 
^pdently  iadizcefl  iId  iguiie,  cmiBve  ügaip  ;re- 
]N»ilcd>  «ficlitngiiagei,i£mtt  iii»ieHlai|fi6irt» 
at  loasttfione  aKdent;  aimaftfiiy«Bdj^krou 
mgß  fik>iiAtfmee  feltrllie  ciiaiinL  10^ 
(Nvnifiraatiop,  jMMT/jAidiher  cen^nioft^ap« 
pmrilfias«totrppix>ffettbe;en1[bii8m  Im 
immtbie  lexmted:;  itiBie,  tbnefece,  yfkm 
tftrifawdodiliy:.  ^Dberdifievoitiii^gvidiiife 
of  {Übe  ipwty  jE^am  u&Hed  ^swlmicamveA 
at  »tiieariiBiB  <Bf  rdte  i<dd  :3nonaiteiy^  'bttl 
theiirary  tview*  raly  ;(|f  läuaipJciaKHMtftie 
nmaioa  wm  auffioKittJAo^e^bitmiena  in«' 
qutiBM  /fiaiQ  ^GoQilniQB:  9dkilhi|>  to  Idi^ 
pjpwwihntfttP  iDfiveUgiaufrdhoMesfdbi^^ 
Sii»aiiifiiii  (tkvisajgain  .phoigid  tnrtb  ifa«^ 

niirtwoawidfMgBiiirfffiiiitftimjiiiirfw 
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in  punutt  af  knowledge,  irml  aU  iM«^ 
tiön  to  fhe  interesting  iäieioe.  But  Miß 
happiest  moments  of  our  life  iwriU  iiraß 
a  tennination ;  and  Ibus  rCiMiatance 
thought,  when  the  unoment  armvied  Jtt 
which  her  ride  vof  tihds  znomuig  UmA* 
nated. 

At  dinner  .tivtt  day,  Mr.  Df^lapüß^jat 
beside  her  4it  table,  and  informedJiwJM 
bad  emplojed  .tiie  morning  in  .riding 
over  to  Brooklands ;  and,  to  her  igreftt 
surprise,  Constanoe  underitood  Mt.  Ap- 
lingford  bimself  had  jomed  .the  pavty  .in 
tfae  drawing«^roQm---an  apactmentiie^ML* 
dorn  visited,  even  when  .the.famUy^w6ce 
älone,  and  never,  if  any  strangflrs  wese 
tliere. 

Deli^re  was  in  great  cqplritq,  apfieared 
perfecüy.satisfied  with  <the  reeeptiMi  hß 
bad  met  with  at  Brooklanda»  and  ex* 
prcssed  .great  pleasure  at  baYii]^:fQiind 
Jttüa  looking.ao:miichi)efeter.  .Birt  «tili 
^  Gonstance  mss  ngt  aatisfi^  jvitith  ^e 
^       Imw  #f  dier  eouain.    It  wW  tele,  (tbß 

G  2  worda 
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words  he  had  selected  to  express  this 
happy  change,  were  well  adapted  to  dis- 
play  the  interest  he  might  be  imagined 
to  feel  in  her  restoration  to  health  and 
eheerfulness ;  but  the  tone  of  voiee  in 
which  this  language  was  uttered»  was 
not  sufficiently  expressive  of  sympathy 
or  tenderness ;  and,  compared  with  the 
almost-enthusiastic  regard  Julia's  pen- 
sive,  interesting  character  had  elidted  in 
the  warm  heart  of  her  cousin,  that  which 
Delapre  expressed  was,  to  all  appearance, 
chill.and  careless. — "  This  may,  how^ 
ever,"  Constanee  mentally  added,  "  be 
owing  to  a  natural  reserve — an  unwill- 
ingness  to  display  his  real  sentiments  of 
my  interesting  Julia  in  the  presence  of 
strangers.  Delapre  is  eertainly  very  plea- 
sant  and  very  gentlemanly ;  Julia  may 
be  more  attached  to  him,  and  he  to. 
Julia,   than,  with   my  hitherto-limited 
powers  for  Observation,  I  haye  yet  been 
able  to  diseöver ;  if  so,  all  may.  yet  end 
'^  my  cousin's  favour,'and  I  then  shall 
.  only 
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<m\y  have  to  wish  that  he  had  not  äcted 
a  villain's  character  so  naturally.'' 
'  From  these  meditations  she  tumed  at 
length  to  listen  to  what  Fitzowen  was 
say ing  in  reply  to  some  question  of  lady 
Marlowe's  relative  to  bis  family  oon» 
nexions,  and  she  now  heard  him  speak- 
ing  of  one  of  his  sisters  in  a  tone  of 
äffectionate  regard  that  delighted  her 
extremely.— •**  Yes,**  he  continued,  look- 
ing  again  at  Constance^  though  still  ad- 
dressing  lady  Marlowe— '*  yes»  I  think, 
my  dear  madam,  your  Observation  is 
oorrect;  the  figure  of  Miss  Constance 
Arlingfbrd  does  remind  me  of  Adek's ; 
and/'  he  continued,  addressing  his  young 
oompanidn«  and  ismiling  on  her  as  he 
wöuld  have  done  upon  his  favourite  sis- 
ter,  **  I  was  this  moming»  in  the  course 
of  our  ride,  more  than  once  on  the  point 
of  addressing  this  same  Miss  Arlingford 
by  the  appdlatiön  of  sister  Adela ;  for 
in  a  similar  manner  does  AdeU,  and 
Adela  alohe»  £requently  attend  to  my 

o  8  egotistical 


qfWiftttnl  fiahsfiTerf;  Ihe  same-fifcaiiy 
smile  thioi  bomis  oir  Inr  sWedt  ebttüte» 
nattw;  and  tiie  same  tfairst  foru^biUia- 
ticm,  on  sii6ject8<  of  a  nmilar  nateuo^ 
marks  tfae  tone*  o£  my  Adeh^  exGäkxA 
understtinditig:" 

Constanee  blushed  iee^y  at  reeeiin^ 
a  tribnte  of  piwse  so  due  to  Miss  FitssM 
Ofrenl»  merits,  ydt  m  flattemig  to  bet«^^ 
Somewiiaik  emfaanassiady  and-not  wiriiiii^ 
either  tD  eDarfc:a  repetitkm  of  these-se^ 
thaoents  by  disckkufug  all  pretensidBR  ttk 
Mperibr  wisdom)  or  to  ailow  f%n>wm 
to  perceive  isAie  was.  gvatifiedt  bf  the  dia*^ 
tinetion^ aftera fbw mmxxieasiss  äkäkce she 
rg«»fted(^^^'  Is  the:  eäsüef'  to'  wbon  dinr 
fi^nd^lady  Markme  aäiudes  off  Ifie  sanar 
age  as  myself?  otf  in  slie^  as  my  lUile 
friettd^  Modesty^  tvam  whispersr  m&  tt>  vb^ 
quiref^s  sbe  eqpirilff  xssy  saperäni  im  ager 
ar  in*  nierit  ?'' 

*^  Nö^  on  n^  honouK'!  she  iar  neilAer,^ 
Fiteowen^  lav^ing;  letiimedi^r  *^  «ndi^ 
tberefbre  I  eatreajtf  ;pc«p  woidd^  o»  tfiit 

point, 
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edßiend  at  rest ;  fiett;fafer ii  h  .not»  totmjv 
ddtat  siflMr  Jh  anii  comfaring  jmi,  as 
FtaMei;  rm  voMiy  jeärr  iny^  mptiidT  19 
NS{)C0t  tor  age^  andf  fdv  Im  sak^  iwtt 
nfHr  nii€lliifeion<  the  dai»/  of  mjp  mfM>  hiilAr 
hiib  lauppact  aiy^  Adalat  wJramv.  I  agimi 
räfwat,  ywaa  aeihindk.  ma  «r(  extaamal^ 
approabbtts  aa^near'  t»  ]pavar  abanditdb  an 
he^^t  aft  ito  ycars^  fi»r,iL  last  weakr  1 111»^* 
dttrtand^  abe.  attailiBd:  tke  1^  ot  nindiL 
taan.'* 

^  li  masti  aonftav'  mywlf  her  junSbrjT 
(EimstttKe  reflied*;i  "^  bot  i  ktand^  feil. 
lowiBg:  tbe  tsüample  yfkt  haffe  %et  ifia^ 
and  aaii  titisti  ymä  wilU»  tlie*  efxadt^  dMr 

CöHstanetf  Wae-pMsrentcd'a[i;fJbi^  mdt^ 
l^r  lad  jr  Moilötw  again  callkig*  lAe«  at^ 
taatioiB  af  Fitetaioe»  tot  b^salf  r  iiiquif^ 
ingr  ff;  he.wcnt^  mdiiied  toi  ba  laofar  aoii»^ 
fiainan^  and  wüuM  ijgbM  ta  aepram« 
heofiiirottate  JBanWi  p»bifMad'  the  Mttld 

G  4  persuade 


:(28  THEUKCLES. 

persuade  the  JuUet  she  had  mentidiMct 
to  perform  with him  ?**;  - 

;  *\Ho,  my  dear  madam,"  he,  with  a 
smile,  replied ;  **  I  am  too  anxious  ta 
prove^your  ladyship  a  disceming  judge 
of  my  disposition,  whicb,  you  will  recoU 
lect^  you  this  moming  affirmed  alwaya 
bad  been,  always  would  remain,  obsti- 
nate and  pervanse  to  the  greatest  degree^ 
but  whicb,  were  I  now  to  retract  from 
my  former  determination,  woald  af^^ear 
not  to  have  been  accurately  marked  out 
by  lady  Marlowe's  ever-unening  judg- 
ment ;  in  pity,  tberefore,  to  yourself  and 
to  me,  spare  us  botb  any  farther  discus- 
sion  relative  to  tbe  point  in  dispute.". 

Lady  Marlowe  coloured  with  vexar 
Üon,  and  angrily  replied — *5  Your  pplite- 
ness,  Mr.  Fitzowen,  is  well  known  to  all 
your  friends ;  the  anxiety  you  always 
manifest  to  spare  their  feelings,  and  to 
display  most  publicly  the  accuvac^d 
their  discemment»  is  equally  weB  UIlde^ 

stood 
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stood  by  tfaem ;  ^and,  in  retüm,  those 
friends  can  only  sinoerely  bope  your  fu* 
ture  helpmate  will  be  blessed  with  a 
temper  firm,  unyielding,  and  obstinate, 
as  your  own ." 

Constance  blusbed  for  her  hostess,  fi>r 
the  ridiculous  anger  sfae  displayed  on  a 
point  so  trifling,  and  for  that  disregard 
to  poUtesse  which  would  allow  her  to 
give  utterance  to  those  irritated  feelings ; 
fortunately,  however,  they  were  address- 
ed  to  him  in  a  low  tone,  as  Fitzowen 
was  sitting  next  her  at  table;  and  he 
now,  sportively  deprecating  the  cruelty 
of  such  ä  wish,  and  laughing  heiurtily  at 
the  tone  of  pique  in  whidi  it  was  spo- 
ki^n,  added — '^  Indeed,  my  dear  lady 
manager,  I  am  not  so  wholly  regardless 
of  your  future  interests,  as,  to  my  sorrow, 
I  pereeive  you  are  of  mine ;  being  well 
convinced  of  my  inability  to  oounterfeit, 
even  for  an  hour,  the  romantie  passion 
of  your  favourite  Bomeo^  eqüally  certain 
I  oould  not  repeat  half  the  nonsense  he 

o  5  talks 
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taftkau  to  im  Mc  hubt»s$  bt  tihe  proper 
tone  o£  fteXmgsoüA  patfio^  I  banne  bcen 
activäif  eitiidD;^  in  fmgSLgtag  a  Mhstiy 
tute*r  amfd^  hapn^snaceeeäedb  ia  prevaiKi]^ 
uporr  my  friend  Sinclair  to  he:  the- JBt^' 
meoraS yam^ ÜushtPii;  itf  kr  a  dmatter  Be 
ha»,  hyr  Ms  own  confessiio]:^  fteqüeiitty 
repre»eii<ied,  and  will  therefbre  stet  ift  fir 
more  tö  you«  satisiactioiv  than*  mysttl£r 

Mt.  äiticbir;  who  x^9  »  mistibn'  af 
lady  VimicmeX  and  U9vr  avMhesbdb  Fitte- 
owerf^  £isi?ertiDnr  bete  very  inK)(leslil3r  dd- 
preciat^  In»  owf»  tdenffs^  and  exjfelladf 
those  o£  bis  kindl  fviend ;  addingr^  it  wa& 
wj^tte  the  utmost  mlbctmoe.  he  hädi  ac- 
ceded  to^  Mr.  VitMMßenlsi  eiitreatfiesi^  bau 
reaiHy  theyr  h^d  b^e»  so  eamestiy  Hiade^ 
so  often  repeatedh»  tbal>— thafc  >    ■" 

'^  Pho  [  nonsense^  SiMlair!^  Itadly^Mar-* 
löwe  pettiiBbly  intenraptedrr:  **  feribaar 
roajking  aoob  MmlxHm  apologiea^  ani 
hon@rtl<f  abknowladijge*  Fitzowenf^  a» 
quegt  hasr  daliglitedi  ydu  mwt  glrlceieljp ; 
ip^ÄiAag  gives'  yt>a  greatcr  pkasäi«;^  I 

o  know, 


kacWi  tdfMAb  dkphsjfing  yovr  fint  ptram 
om  Are  9tMgei  bat  ivafljr  I  kove  beea  w* 
freqoenllf  hoikouKed;  with  Smdcm^s  Eo^ 
meot  I  any  tmd  to  desth  of  tbe«  exiiiiifc» 

Pow  Mi;  Stnclaiv  looked  tonriblji 
nMirtified  «k  tUw  dedimlsoii^  änd  tfit^ 
ribly  alanned  lest  it  should  influenee 
la^  Mvkyw6  to  dmiq^  tfie  mtaidtd 
peiifohnBiioe  of  Büimo  fbr  aome  othtt 
tK^gadjr,  m  whiid>  Filxowttn  wovld  aot* 
objiBci  to  acfc  the  princqpal  efaaraeter ;  lüd 
sucby  in  fact,  was  her  hdyship'flr  determli* 
naücNti  ;^  bat  släUb  imwiffingto  cUseflffd  the* 
preBent  topiftr  »d  flnadoua  to  seeove  w 
miii^K  adfOQrteB  as  posäble  ki  he»  fivtaur, 
she  continued — '^  Exert  yoor  poweraso^ 
peMUimm^  ConBdance;.  tet  U9  unite'  mir 
fofoesf  anA  aee  if  tbia  proud^  obstinate 
hen  vrtti  äien  dne  atifl  to  oentmuie  tdir 
siege."^ 

Bot;  Cegtetame,  i»  lelunir  laugfaAng; 
replieicb^^  The  mögt  experienoed'  gene» 
r^nefär  attampted  to  perftm»  impcsriM 

o  6  bilities; 


'^  Vsy^  do  not  hlatBB  tibe  fter.'  gbA^. 
Cbnstanoe ;  fm  I  assore  jpt^'':  lev  fauly*- 
ship,  laughing,  replTeJ!^  ^  ttiak  Bfaftvoksr 
oittjr  UAA  u9  Mv^  ArUngiabd:  ww  not 
ßgnd  g£  pffvratB  tfaäaEbSbäls^  libr*  l^as  he 
f(»a&  o£  cntrnstäjig^  fma  to.  mjr cue ;.  \mt 
sbe  lifccür»^  gralnittd  xae  bf  Jtldting 
hcm?  pKNteptl;^  yöa  exieiiked^.  ian  mjr  fii^ 
vomt'the  inflmiee  jhoti  ptssscssi  cwirep  thrai 
carefidi  g^eidinT,  abdrwiifck  asipioniplly 
was  crawnß&^riibi swaeisJ^ 

ürehmneyr  annt  BMnnt  imre^seated:  op^ 
posite  lady  MarJbwi^  aind  the^  fonmiei 
UQW  ovesbBariii^  her  last  veatask,  ib  a 
poa»te^  tone^  ancl  whtt  an  ^Kjbesscm 
glancQ.  tk^ftr  said^^'^  IFoM  hd^sedup  cato« 
net  be.  surpnsed  al  tfae:  dKxfc  Miss'  Odh^ 
stftnce  Arti»glbTd:'s  tesiDnsteaiiew  psn^ 
diios;i  faex  inflvnmee  «vier  thia^  Argas 
guwdanny  we:  alt  kncn'vv  ist  vesr^  gi^äat;^^ 
an^  eiftj^  cbbb»  abe  ^igtla- 1^  ple«L' 
in^gbt  fae*  GRimad)  w&tlt  teociasB^  weMi 
abe;  wmßHi  im  heu  iHab  tt>  «d^um  ä^iw 
tory/' 

«  Your 


TB»  üMCLMi  Iti 

<'  Yoitr  kilo«4^dge  of  mfl^  Mf.  Tve^ 

lawney,**  returned  CaMtanoeb  in  m  tone 
of  fgravky  uoKisual  tm  herp  ^^  k  ¥et  tDO 
slight  to  advanoe  tbat  assertJDik  My 
influenee  k^  I  believe,  eftB»  OT^iratod, 
ev«ii(  by  my  moei  istimate  fiimda;  and 
in  regard  to  the  foint  now  in  dispute, 
botb  lady  Mairlowe  and  yourself  wiU 
soon  pesceiT«  it  does  not  cxtend  so  fiur 
as  yott  knagiii«^* 

Fitzowen^  well  awaie  of  Tiebwiüy's 
attacbinenft  to<  EUeni  knew  dso  '*  mMe 
was  BManrt.  tfaaiv  met  the  ew,**  botb  in 
bis  friend's  speecb  and  ia  tfae  Kply  giv«» 
by  Constanoe».  and  could  not  avoid  miil- 
ii^  at  tfae  prompt  laconie  style  ix^  whkh 
it  was.  ccmveyed.  Lady  Madowe  mean- 
time  ooatinHed  to  raä  at  hin»  fbr  hia  ob* 
stkiate  lefusal,.  and  ta  seold  Constaiice 
for  the  indllferenoa  she  disphiyed  upon 
a  point  so  essential  to  her  friendV  happi- 
ness«.  Constanoe  again  pleaded  inabäily 
to  s^rve  her  la^ship.    !C^itzowen  oidy 

kughed 
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kughed  at  the  anger  of  his  hdstess»  bat 
remdned  inexorable. 

The  remainder  of  that  day,  and  the 
whole  of  the  next,  passed  rapidly  away ; 
Ellen  and  Trelawney  were  scarcely  ever 
separated  from  each  other ;  Blanche  had 
not  a  present  wish  ungratified,  as  she 
was  able  to  pass  her  time  in  dressing 
elegantly,  reclining  gracdfuUy  on  the 
Ottoman  and  sofa,  displaying  her  beauti- 
ful  figure  to  advantage,  and  receiving 
from  many  idle  admirers  the  tribute  of 
admiration  which  her  exquisitely-lovely 
person  most  deservedly  excited.  Con- 
stance  was  also  equally  happy,  contri- 
buting  to  the  gaiety  of  the  party  by  her 
unvaried  good  humour,  and  exertingall 
her  natural  talents  of  wit  and  liveliness 
to  amuse  the  duU,  exhilarate  the  sad, 
and  heighten  the  satisfaction  of  mind 
which  spirits,  kindred  to  her  own,  never 
failed  in  her  presence  to  enjoy.  But 
still,   even  in  her  häppiest   moments, 

Constance 
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Constance  could  not  forbear  thinking  of 
the  sQlitude  to  which  Mrs.  Arlingford 
was  condemned  in  her  absence ;  and  fre- 
quently  she  sigbed  to  reflect  how  much 
more  desolate  she  would  feel»  now  that 
Julia's  time  and  attention  would  be  en* 
grossed  by  Delapre,  who  had  passed 
every  morning  at  Brooklands ;  and  these 
melancholy  reflections  generally  ended 
^ith  the  exciaxnation  of— '*  How  much 
I  wish  my  dear  aunt  could  see  Mr.  Fitz* 
Owen  on  the  stage,  or  converse  with  him 
in  his  own  natural  character  !** 

The  third  evening  of  her  visit  at  Elm 
HoQse  arrived,  and  F^tzowen  was  again 
to  take  the  principal  character  in  one  of 
Shakespeare's  tragedies ;  and  Constance» 
on  again  repairing  to  the  scene  of  exhi- 
bition,  took  possessipn  once  more  of  a 
seat  at  the  back  of  her  firiend  Dr.  Wan- 
ford,  being  once  more  apprehensive  of 
the  lights  on  the  stage  affeoting  her  eyes. 
The  curtain  had  risen»  young  Marlowe 

had 


Bild;  i«{»A(jlädi  imb^er  prol^j^e  to<ifeiuo& 
Ijbe  same  pui^poser  äs-  the  fimsier^  bbü 
i^n  fihä'  gre^  veiV  had  deBcended^ 
Wllen  hdf  Matiowe,  suddenly  turnüi^ 
round*  tö^  Confitanee,  exclaimed— ^*  By-- 
thet-b^e,  tM»  little  bükUd&ußß  I  have 
no^  in  my  band  i»  for  yon ;  it  was 
gilren  xttö  by  a  servirnt,  as«  i  fi^owed 
yon  hither.  It  is  not  from  Brooklands, 
I  hope  r  if  it  bCj  ifemembcr  I  will  notr 
pemiit  it  to  ha're  any  infltsence  on  youii 
intfid ;  HO  1^^ranlli^l  mandate  sbafi  tew^ 
you  from  me.** 

i^oni^fiee^  fblt  alanmdi  and'  eageriy 
tD^^  c^n  the  fi^;  hw  cotoorr  faded  as 
slie  proceed^d  tö  read  tÜ^  hasty  linesiher 
acmO  had<  Writflen ;  theni  startlng  up^  slie 
e^tdbimed^^^  I  must  retnm  honve  diu 

'"^Kid^ed  jööö  aias*  notj'^wttimecllady 
Mafkiwe»  in^  a  ^Ftiv0  tonc^  and  endfaik 
vönirkig'  to  ^«isveifft  b«r  ü^^ted:  young 
fiiaid'i^oiiinioving'r^  I  triü  take^aB  tte 

blame 


blame  ef  yow  v^utol  tavetum  yfhMgt 
GH  mys^lftiiiut  hotte,  I  lepeat,  you  ahatt 
not  go;" 

"  I  QMst  not  remaiii-^I  moat  fetuti^ 
£ind  Histantly,"  Constance  agaia  exekwwM' 
ed ;  "  my  aunt'  häs-  sent  a  ehaise  for  m^ 
and  no  hope,  no  tbDtt|^t  o£  j^eaMitf» 
ougbt  to'  detaia  m6  a  moDaent  Icmg^r 
from  Julia.  Can  I  see  Mr.  Ddapre  be^ 
iöve  I  ^?" 

Lady  McHrlewe.  feit  surpidaed;  aoBajH 
ed^  and  ba]£«igry,  at  the  eag^me^  Cm^ 
atnce  mamfössted  to  leave*  her,c  And  de^ 
voted  to  self^  as  hec  ladysUp^  kad  long; 
beeil)!  she  ecmld  nefc  iuagiii«  Miy  even;^, 
exoept>  one  of  pFornised  and  supenov  gra^ 
tifioation,,  could  stimulate  her  youBg. 
protäg^e  to  kav^  Elm  House^  m  the 
midst  of  sa  g^y  a  scene  aa  it  now  pie- 
sented.  Inftuenced  by  thia  idea«  she  ndw 
therefere  ooldly  repUed  to  Conatance's 
inquiry  relative  ta  Dela|>rer-*^'  I.  cannotn 
even  to  oblige  Miss  ArUng^rdfe.  onf  a 
point  apparently  so^  important».  aUow  the 

Performance 
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perfi)raianoe  to  be  intemipted»  nor  my 
guest^  wbo  are  really  aoxious  to  be 
spectators  of  it,  to  be  annoyed  by  tl^ 
delay  Mr.  Delapre's  eonfer^ice  with  yon 
mu8t  oocasion ;  either  th^^fore  you  must 
consent  to  remain  passive  until  tbe  oon- 
duston  of  tbe  tragedy,  or  leave  a  message 
for  this  confidential  friend  witb  me  or 
your  sisters.'* 

Without  attending  to  tbe  mann»»  or 
even  reflecting  on  tbe  purport  of  tbis 
nnkind  speecb,  Constanoe  burried  from 
her  place ;  and  as  sbe  bastily  passed  El- 
len^ wbispered  ber — ^  I  must  retum  di- 
rectly ;  See  Mr.  Delapre,  and  teil  bim  to 
join  US  as  soon  as  possible ;  bis  presenoe 
may  be  a  source  of  comfort  to  Julia — 
poor  unbappy  girl  T  Uttering  a  burried 
&rewell,  Constance  instantly  passed  od, 
and  was  lost  to  tbe  view  of  ber  sister  ere 
tbe  latter  could  recover  from  tbe  State  of 
profound  astonisbment  into  wbidi  she 
bad  been  tbrown. 

Constance  in  tbe  meantime  burried  ix> 

the 


— i 
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the  Chaise,  where  Mrs.  Arlingford*8  wo- 
man  was  eagerly  awaiting  her  appear* 
ance. — '*  Thank  God  you  are  oome  at 
last,  Miss !"  the  faithful  abigail  exdaim« 
ed.  '^  What  a  time  have  I  been  waiting 
here !  And  I  have  left  my  poor  mittraw 
älmost  distracted;  for  your  unhappy 
oousin,  Miss  Julia,  comes  out  of  one  fit 
only  to  go  into  another." 

^'  For  Heaven's  sake,  Emery,  teil  me 
what  it  is  tbat  has  bappened  ^  CcHistanoe, 
breathless  nearly  with  dismay,  exdaim- 
ed ;  **  the  note  I  have  received  fix)m  my 
aunt  terrifies,  without  explaining  the 
füll  cause  of  her  unhappiness ;  it  is  also 
almost  illegibly  written ;  but  that  Julia 
is  apparently  dying^-tbat  she  has  re- 
ceived some  dreadful  intelligence,  which 
has  so  redueed  her,  is  evident  to  me.   Is 

4 

it  from  her  father  she  has  heard?   is 
it— " 

"  Not  ßrom  her  father,  my  dear  Miss 
Constance,"  interrupted  Emery — •*  no, 

no. 
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you»  bade  me  hasten  for  you  immedi« 
ately  .*• 

Emery  now  paused,  and  looked  anxi- 
oudy  towards  her  weeping  compahionj 
whoy  endeavouring  to  subdue  her  an- 
guish,  exdaimed — *'  Go  on,  Eniery-^ 
teil  me  all — all»  I  entreat  you»  relative 
to  the  dreadful  event." 

^^  I  know  nothing  more»  my  dear  Miss 
Constance,  except»  as  I  have  told  you, 
poor  Miss  Julia  has  been  in  fits  ever 
sitice  the  arrival  of  the  messenger,  whö 
is  waiting  to  see  Mr.  Ddapre,  for  whom 
he  also  has  a  letter»  before  he  returns 
again  to  London." 

As  soon  as  the  ehaise-steps  were  lower- 
ed  on  her  arrival  at  Brooklands»  Con- 
stance  sprang  oüt,  and  was  reeeived  into 
the  extended  arms  of  Mrs.  Arlingfoid, 
who;  when  able  to  speak,  exchumed— 
^'  We  sfaall  lose  the  uhfortunate  orphan, 
I  greatly  fear»  my  love;  she  will  sood. 
&II0W  her  unhappy»  distracted  fatfaer  to; 
thegrave." 

No, 


»    j 
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^  No,  I  trust  not,  my  dearest  aunt»" 
exerting  herseif  to  speak  with  calmnesB, 
Constance  replied ;  *^  tbe  shock  she  has 
reoeived  is  certainly  great  and  dreadfiil) 
but  I  still  hope  the  efiects  of  tlme,  com* 
bined  with  our  care  and  Mr.  Delapre^s 
a£feetion,  will  at  length  restore  her  peaoe 
of  liiind.  I  have  directed  Emery  to  send 
one  of  my  anders  servants  to  Elm  House 
immediately,  and  request  Delapre  to 
hasten  to  Brooklands  as  soon  as  possiUe; 
doubtless  he  will  arrive  in  a  few  hours ; 
meanwhile  you  must  allow  me  to  repair 
to  the  chambar  of  poor  Julia,  whilst  you 
retire  to  bed,  and  endeavoiir,  if  possible, 
to  coQipose  your  harassed  spirits  by  a 
few  hours  of  refreriiing  sleep." 

*'  No»  Constance/'  bursting  again  into 
tears,  Mrs.  Arlingford  replied,  *'  I  can- 
not  avail  myself  of  that  permission ;  let 
me  remain  with  you — ^let  me  not  run 
the  hazard  of  seeing  my  cruel,  unfeeling 
husband  unsupported  l^  your  presence.** 

This  was  the  first  time  since  her  aunt*s 
VOL.  L  H  marriage 


morwge  thut  Comtanoe  kad  ever  beard 
Ml».  AriÜBgfwi  tiiu3  openly  aoenae  her 
tytmt  Hna^tfar  ^f  cruelty  or  unkiiidiieae^ 
and  ib  pi^K^  sUeoee  she  tiow^  witböut 
rqplyipg,  fellowed  her  au^t  to  IS^  hed«« 
side  ^  ^O0r  Julia,  The  unfertuimte  jpA, 
now  tfftfdfy  foübavstod,;  had  iUlea  irito  H 
kiiMl  q£  )e|bai^  stepcnr ;  the  fatal  letter 
was  gitpi^ped  batwtma  her  elenobed  haoids, 
aod  4»  vain  her  wf^pii%  cou^ki  end«»« 
Yom?^  tßt  loppe^  ii  fiidni  täic^  j^saure 
-^in  Y^in  eontiini^  to  repeat  the  imtne 
of  ''  J^Ua  S  \)e)wed  JuHa  T^^  JuUa  was 

CoDfttafif^  had  ii»|iafiradi  previbosly  of 
^rs.  ^m&^T  fih^hw  aflvjr  mcdifai  at» 
tendants  had  h§m  9Uib«toed;  and  <m 
b^M^  Jiniiw^R^  in  tjke  mfsß^i^ey  hßA  dt- 
sic^d  the  ser¥iwl  wfcir  hiim  «Ant  to  Ifidy 
Miajrloiiffi'^  in  ^efft  of  ZMapre,  wwiÜ 
al$Q  «nl«^t  tbe  atte^danoe.'  of  Bk  Wo» 
fov()»  99d  hadi  ^sjpaCQkifd  aimthtt  mea« 

th^  i^^MstiWl«»  lif  JBi^^ 
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ceeded  in  undresang  Julian  and  placiiig 
her  iriore  eomfortablj  in  bed;  she  «ho 
was  socoessfiil  at  lest  in  gaiaing  potset» 
sion  of  the  letter  that  had  annoonoed 
Mr.  Edward  Arlingford's  death,  and  on 
sitting  dowh  to  petuse  the  oontents,  was 
shocked  to  perceive  they  were  written 
by  a  sister  of  Mr.  Delapre,  and  were  as 
foUows  :— 


•'  MY  DBAR  JVhlAp 

*^  Believe  me,  I  am  truly  griev- 
ed,  and  mudi  shocked,  at  being  obligtd 
to  communicate  to  you  intelligenoe  so 
dreädful  as  I  now  must  ineviti^ly  do. 
Your  poor»  distracsted,  unfortunate  fiu 
th£tf-^Ned  I  aay  mor»?  Yet  be  eonw 
fort^  Jiifia ;  the  eoroner's  vodict  wiH 
enable  you  to  pay  the  bst  tribote  <^  re* 
speet  to  bis  Awm&ry«  He  died  tbis  mom* 
ing»  at  ten  mintftes  past  dghfc  o'ckiek, 
perfisc^.  Qilm  ^d  Ir0e  fimn  iuff^^  I 

hdvdtbf  «arda^MHy  pMC  abildr  fitt 

h2  fiom 
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from  his  Ups,  and  the  name  of .  my  brou 
ther  also.    He  must  comfort  you,  Julia 
— I  cannot ;  I  can  only  subscribe  myself, 
*^  Your  sympathizing  friend 
and  affectionate  sister, 

"  Jane  Delapre." 


"  Thoughtless — thoughtless  woman !" 
exclaimed  Constance,  the  letter  falling 
from  her  hands,  as,  almost  choked  with 
the  agony  of  her  feelings,  she  threw  her- 
seif beside  poor  Julia,  and  bathed  her 
cold  inanimate  face  with  her  sealding 
tears. 

In  as  Short  a  time  as  could  reasonably 
be  expected,  Mr.  Hood,  the  apothecary, 
arrived;  he  was  soon  after  joined  by  Dr. 
Wanford,  who,  aceompanied  by  Dela- 
pre,  left  Elm  House  imcnediately  the 
messenger  from  Brooklands  arrived  there. 

Mrs.  Arlingford  merely  informed  the 
medical  gentlemen  that  Julia  had,  in  too 
abrupt  a  manner,  reqeived  intelligence  of 

her 
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her  father*s  death,  and  that  he  had  died 
suddenly ;  but  Delapre  was  infonned  of 
every  particular  by  G>n8tance,  who  fi- 
nished  by  placing  the  letter  his  sister 
had  wiitten  in  his  band.  In  silenoe  he 
received  it»  and  in  silence  perused  its 
üontents ;  but,  after  a  long  pause,  he  sud- 
dkily  exclaimed — **  Which  plan  would 
you  advise  me  to  pursue— <xintinue  «t 
Brooklands,  or  hasten  to  London,  and 
Bttend  to  the  remains  of  Julia's  ever- 
«elfisb,  ever-despairing  father  ?" 

Equally  angry  and  disgusted  by  this 
question,  and  by  tbe  harsh  reflection  on 
her  poor  uncle's  eharacter,  G>n8tance 
tumed  from  her  eompanion,  as  she  re- 
plied — **  Your  own  feelings  will  teach 
you  wbat  line  of  cc»iduct  will  be  most 
acceptable  to  Julia;  your  own  heart 
ought  to  teach  you  wbat  is  due  to  the 
memory  of  a  man  who,  had  he  lived, 

• 

would  have  been  a  father  to  you — kind 
and  affectionate,  as  my  beloved  oousin 
ever  found  him." 

H  8  Delapre 
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Ddaprti  mloifi«4  at  th^  implied  se- 
hukfs,  find  after  ^  few  fnoments  pfaise  he 
aaid*^'' Ferhaps  then  it'wiU  be  hetter 
Ibr  me  to  proceed  instwtly  to  Londfp, 
wheie  it  appears  Mr.  Arlingford  J^d  v^ 
tuni^  firom  Dover;  but,  &re  I  lea^ 
you,  permit  me  to  inqiüre  whe^her  yfffgt 
uncle  will  dKMse  bis  bioth^r'^  req[)f4{i8 
«hould  be  intened  in  tb^  i^aipiy-Tftult 
at  IBirooklands  ?" 

Constanee  instwtly  gaye  a  reply  in 
the  affirmative;  and  Delapre  b^v^i^ 
mentiöned  to  her  that  bis  iotenti^  was 
to  write  to  Mr.  Artingford  as  soon  as  he 
reacbed  London,  made  hi^  partiog  bow, 
and  stepped  into  the  chaise  that  bfd 
lnx>ught  him  from  Elm  House,  execut- 
ing Mr.  Edward  Arlingford's  eondu^t» 
and  devising  innumerable  plans  ^  the 
future  mterest  ot  himaelf. 

Mr.  Hood  sueceeded  in  qpening  a  veiii 
in  Julia's  arm,  from  wh^aee^  at  letigtb, 
the  falood  flowed  profusely,  and  onw 
again  her  languid  eyelids  undowA;  but 

there 
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there  vfüs  sudi  u  nyißBt  vacuUy  in  that 
gsnerally-intelligent  fbature,  thot  Cen- 
stance,  in  fenewed  abroh  wildly  caUed 
t^pon  het  nam6-*^-€fDtreated  her  to  apeak, 
if  only  one  ringle  wordl;  atld  again  tbrotr- 
ing  hetaelf  ob  the  bed^  bathed  the  poor 
gtrVa  pa^ve  hatid  itith  her  te«*s«  JnHa 
thei^  8täated*-*ptQni«d  alowly  raand«^ 
perceived  tb<r  diatiess  of  Coüstaiiee,  and 
ettdeavoatif^^  though  firintly»  fo  pie» 
the  band  tbat  enfelded  hen,  despalring* 
ly  thook  her  head^^H^ffaed»  aa  If  her 
heavt  waa  braaking^  bttt  stiB  renain^ 
ailent. 

Dr^Wanford  then  entreated  bis  pa- 
tient  ndght  be  kept  petfedtly  quiet;  and 
haviog  haatily  writken  a  preamptic»!,  as 
hasbily  cisquested  pemiiasion  to  fetam 
again  «o  lady  MarloUi^'s;  adiingi— ^  I 
will  call  in  the  moming,  Mi«  ArMng- 
fibtd^  ofH  your  emuin^  when,  1  doobt  tiot, 
die  wiU  be  mucb  teixfWfed,  Ibr  care 
and  quiefc  are  aU  that  now  arenecessi^y; 
I  sbail  then  abo  be  able  to  bring  yon 

H  4  Word 
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Word  how  the  Performance  of  this  eren- 
ing  went  off,  and  whether  the  ladies 
were  as  much  charmed  with  Mr.  Fitz- 
owen's  acting  on  the  second  as  on  tbe 
first  night  of  his  Performance.'' 

Constanze  tumed,  in  disgust  too 
strong  for  conoealment,  from  this  sel- 
fish  man  to  Mr.  Hood,  as  in  a  quick 
tone  she  said«— ^^  And  are  .you,  sir,  as 
anxious  to  escape  from  a  sick  Chamber 
to  the  delights  of  a  theatrical  represen- 
tation  ?  are  you  also  determined  upoh 
leaving  Brooklands  whilst  your  patient 
is  in  so  critical  a  State  ?" 

"  Not  if  you  wish  me  to  remain,  cer- 
tainly — not  if  Dr.  Wahford  perseveres 
in  quitting  the  house,"  Mr.  Hood  in- 
stantly  replied ;  *'  but  I  cannot  imagine 
the  doctor  is  really  in  eamest ;  he  must 
be  aware ^ 

'^  I  would  on  no  account  detain  Dr. 
Wänford  against  his  indination/'  Con- 
stance    hastily   interrupted    the    kind- . 
hearted  äpothecary,  whilst,  looking  to- 

wards 
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wurds  his  companion,  she  observed  the 
angry  glances  he  darted  towards  the 
man  who  had  thus  dared  tb  hint  at  the 
itnpropriety  of  his  conducL  A  few  mo- 
ments  she  allowed  the  doctor  to  recant 
from  his  determination  of  leaving  Brook- 
lands,  but  pereeiving  he  was  still  bent 
upon  returning  to  Elm  House»  she  put 
the  usual  fee  into  his  hand,  and  then 
added-— '^  I  will  spare  you  the  trouble  of 
visiting  Brooklands  in  the  moming,  only 
to  satisfy  my  curiosity  relative  to  the 
scenic  representations  that  are  now  go- 
ing fcMTward  at  Elm  House.  Mr.  Hood 
will  have  the  goodness  to  remain,  and 
his  dd,*united  to  that  of  your  brotber 
physicians  Dr.  Frankman,  who  is  already 
summoned  hither,  will,  I  doubt  not,  if 
^  human  skill  can  avail,  be  suffident  to 
restore  my  unfortunate  and  afflicted 
eousin.** 

Mr.  Hood  could  not  avoid  smiling  at 
the  calm  promptitude  of  these  measures  \ 
whilst  his  angry»  mortified  coadjutor  sul- 

h5  lenly 


and  semrliog  asigcHy  w  th?i  p^rt  ^1^ 
wjkp  daised.  tbiia  addreas;  Hm^  se^a^ 
09)  Wtöy^  HS,  pomJ^  t'öm  tbß  appr^ 

At  an  early  h<N^>  <Pflt  t^  £)}l0\Riiig 
moming  Eilen,  arcirried  a^.  Bfo^laQdi^ 
9iid  CoBstianoeilieaiid  fii^m.  Ih^  Hkßt^  Dß. 
Wanford^  bad  not  attempted  tt^  eonoM) 
froRii  ladjir  Msirloy^e  tjbe  ang^r  Insi  aj^d^ft 
disiDUfsal  liad  inajnred^  Fi^94»)  tl)^  ^^ 
i;aged  pbyaieiM»  BItei»,  said,  afae^  h^^  fin$fe 
leamedi  tbe  eauset  o{  Jiilia'a  uidi^Pi^  jt^hoih 
aiai^  ttiat;  it  M^a«.  to  be  attrijbiM^  1^  t]i0 
lUHiixpeeted  iniel%eiiae  sh^  hud)  r^eeinced 
q£  Iter  fatb^'9  deatjb«  Lad}?  MisirlioMie  bad^ 
«^»beadog  ifr,  in$toii%[  preniiji^  £U^ 
tbe  use  of  her  caitriag^  a|^  an  ^ri^  bf>w 
QU  ^^feflbiriiig  ipormng^  and  bud  ^(^ 
keai^j^k^  he»  in  tbeiomtlkafißgctkiiiate]^^ 
ner,  had  desired  to  be  kindly  rem^^aiMiiffi^ 
H  tQ^C^antiinoe^  and  hadb  tiB^iqstt^.  to 
bfMNR '^  «liMH»^  a»  aooiai  aft  ^(^aaftfa^ 

stanoe 
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stanoe  fcir  the  afanipt  nmner  in  whioli 
Ae  haä qtäkteä  Bim  Uoan,  wiMktatdb^ 
lowing  fter  to  ramoin  nMhlf  a  itato  «f 
suspense  the  nöst  distresskig.  Noilwr* 
big  the  mo6t  cKstant  idta  «f  the»  fail 
cause wfaicli had compeiiecl  herunter te 
quifc  the  litHe  theatie  so*  latttily*-4wit 
CMttpreheDdiBg  thr  Nasan  why  «Im 
wished  Debfre  should  foHaw*  her  ta 
Broddaiida  as  soon  as  h«?  oeiiU»  EHea 
ttaturaHy  cenchidnl  Jnlia  waa:  innreli; 
tat  her  diief  Mea  was»  thatMr.  Aittag» 
fiaxl  had  taken  adrantage  of  Conatanaab 
afaaenor^  ta  beiiaTe  towaiAs  hfa  un&alip 
nate  Yäßs  and  orphaii/  niaoe  wikb  iläi 
goeater  hanfanesa  than  ever;  andi  tfiat 
perfaap»  tfatey  were^.  at  tiiat  time,  daiven 
fioM  the  höase  of  their  natunl  piütedmj 
and  were  thro wn  an  the  wade  woüä  Air 
abdter  and«a  baote. 

CoD8tttice^8Gn]|>led not  toblame  Üem 
salf  foa  Hw' &traM  of  mind  she  had^  by> 
fcer  own  uaexplrined  adann,  infliodtA: 

h6  and 
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and  Ellen  was  soon  cohvinoed  tfaat  no^ 
tlung  was  farther  from  her  dster^s  minS 
tfaan  the  Intention  of  slighling  her,  or  of 
imagining  she  would  not,  had  it  been  le- 
quired,  have  quitted  the  gaieties  of  Elmi 
House  for  the  dck  Chamber  of  Julia.  On 
hearing  the  real  cause  of  the  poor  gir?s 
present  alarming  Indisposition»  EUen, 
like  her  sister,  feit  overpowered  with 
horror ;  she  then  was  informed  that  Ju- 
lia had  passed  the  night  in  a  kind  of 
Stupor — ^that  she  had  never  opened  her 
Ups»  ex<^t  when  roused  by  her  aunt  or 
Cousin,  but  had  then  evidently  appeared 
sensible  of  their  kindness  and  attention. 
Ellen  now  urged  her  sister  and  Mrs. 
Arlingford  to  commit  poor  Julia  a  few 
hours  to  her  care,  whilst  they  endca- 
Youred  to  procure  a  little  sleep ;  but 
Constance  replied  instantly,  that  her 
first  duty  was  to  seek  her  uncle,  and 
extort  fix>ni  him  a^  füll  pennission  to 
write  Delapre  word,  that '  Mr.  Edward 

Arlingford's 
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Arlingford'8  lemams  weie  to  be  interred 
in  the  church  at  BrooklandSt  where  the 
family-vault  was  situated. 

*^  None  but  yourself,  dearest  Con- 
stanoe,'*  retumed  Mrs.  Arlingford,  ^  dare 
attempt  oommencing  a  task  so  arduous ; 
poor  old  John  has  this  morning  told  me 
he  fears  his  master  will  be  inexorable  on 
that  point,  and  he  also  declares,  that  ne- 
ver  before  has  he  seen  Mr.  Arlingford 
so~«o  thoroughly  unhinged.  With  the 
death  of  his  only-^furviving  brother  dies 
all  his  air-buiit  Castles  of  seeing  an  heir 
born  to  his  estate ;  for,  as  you  well  know, 
my  dear  girl,  Brooklands  is,  by  the  will 
of  his  great-grandfather  (who  appears  to 
have  been  himself  a  stränge  being),  en- 
tailed  on  his  heirs-male,  and  that  no 
issue  by  the  female  line  shall  inherit  the 
same«  Our  good  fidend  John  has  there- 
fm«  informed  me,  that  his  master  per* 
mitted  poor  Julia  to  remde  here»  in  the 
hope  of  being  able,  at  a  future  period, 
to  persuade  her  father  again  to  marry ; 

and 


0e  hamiB^  amViikehlimct  bis  dtoth 
had  been  sevclie  ioc  pn^tfCk»  as  hia 
l^a^^hsmbei  hap».  htA  be»  gitaL 
t  meani  «lofc^  1x^  depms;  ycra  too^  bsi^^ 
i^jibäsMof^giii  w^duKsttEeMm^" 
(^tÜMed  Mn».  Aiüsg&rdw  földüi?^  Um 
i^W'^k^ix^bffd  CcIl^taMi»  to  her  bosom^ 
and  liib^ijigr  bw^  witr.  ebeeh  most  aflfe«^ 
^«AiMi^lyr-^'^  l  oQif^  wiBb  toiprepäfe  70a 
fi^r  gieqrtr  oj^poiilftm  Mr  jmir  pin^iow» 
Q«  to>  jow  ufXds^.  Conbtai»4  wd:  ftb 
fßßf  iolkM'  sd^  <Kti9rt  3ffHur  foctlfitidb.; 
99d.lätitiiw  i!f»Q^sifairänce!C3f^  bär'woiüMl* 
<d  fodi^ga^  ati^  ^  wbat^  iä  due  ta^  tibe 

Wi^  4:  barsAod  fia«ie  äiid:  irrilated 

sb».  tbQ«95&u«dlbt«ttjr  aog^gfid  liisinriDi 
«lg  bis.  jjk/lß  Mi  efttijaj^  bir  br^kfiäb 
'Mk^i^Wf  öfi  popo  oldl  «k>bife  iMiidiiqi;rsi 
tb4.bficfe<tf'hift  imMär^a  ai«^|^  oha^ 

bis 


blind^d  fro^ji.  weepiqg,  «loopftt  ov^rs^ 
the  fpix^  <^BDpo8UFe  of  CoDjsdi^pe;  but 
Ipß^ily  tufiving  fr^pi  him^  and  giving 
the  mpriung  salnt^tion  to  bei|  imd^» 
witbout  ajttempj^uig;  to  «pok^e  for  1)« 
uoaexp^ted  appQacapQe»,  «he  begani  ap« 
raoging  ibß,  d^dki^,  andi  pqui^ag  out  ^ 
cup  Qf  epfi^  for  bim  aod:  for  hßE9el£ 
Mr.  Arlingford  in  silence  also  cox^t^uieA 
Ifis  oo^vpation-— his  Qyes  fiyed  on  the 
giiound,  tbe  bcows  lowering  apd  cpn-^ 
tracted,  tili  tbc^  met  9ciros$  bis  wripUed 
fombead--*-one  leg  qeqlining  on  the  knee 
of  its  cpo^anion»  that  every  t^n^o  mh 
nu^a  cbitpged:  itp  positipfl,  tp,  aQßw  tbe 
before-elevated  lUnb  in  its.  turUf  to  1ic;s. 
coqae  a  qestiqg-plajQe  tp  tbe  otber.  At 
length  summoning  ^U  b?r  opDragey^Con« 
stance  exerbed  berself  to .  sßy-^i*  When 
oqr  breakftst  i*  fraisbfid,  ^ncleJ.,  I.  vrm% 
yovis  U>  d^ctate  the^  lettier  I  m\^9ti  tbßn 
write:  yoi^r  favquritQ  Sjelppr^  i^tai^yß 
to  ihefm^cil  oi  popr  J[t)li^a.eaijädeiitly^ 

insane 
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< 

insane  father.  I  töld  Mr.  Delapre  last 
night,  previous  to  his  leaving  us  for 
LfOndon,  that  he  should  hear  from  me 
on  what  day  you  wished  the  funeral 
should  take  place ;  and  of  course,  I  said, 
my  uncle  would  instantly  give  Orders 
for  the  Arlingford  vault  to  be  opened, 
and  every  requisite  preparation  made 
which  the  solemn  and  affecting  cause 
would  require." 

Constance  now  paused  a  moment,  but 
still  Mr.  Arlingford  remained  silent; 
poor  old  John  was  ready  to  sink  into 
the  earth,  for  well  he  knew  how  omi- 
nous  to  his  young  lady  was  this  total 
Suspension  of  words;  tili,  smiling  mourn- 
fully  upon  hira,  Constance  resumed — 
•*  My  uncle's  directions  will  not  be  for- 
gotten  by  you,  my  friend." 

"  John  will  not  have  much  trouble  to 
remember  my  directions,"  taking  his 
pipe  from  his  mouth,  Mr.  Arlingford 
now  grunted  out,  as  he  opened  a  drawer 
m  the  table  beside  him,  took  an  unsealed 

letter 
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letter  from  thenoe^  and  threw  it  towudi 
his  niece. — **  Read,  and  dispatdi  tlie  ar- 
ders I  mean  to  gi^e^"  he  then  oontmued, 
in  the  voice  of  a  Stentor;  ^  kave  tfae 
room  as  soon  as  you  have  ob^ed  me^ 
for  I  am  not  fond  of  bdng  disturbed, 
particularly  in  the  moming." 


«  2b  Francis  Delapre^  Esquire. 

•*  SIR, 

''  The  funeial  of  Mr.  Edwanl 
Arlingford  can  take  place  wben  and 
where  you  please,  as  the  yault  at  Brock- 
lands  will  remain  unopened.  I  am  not 
fond  of  writing,  but  remain 
**  Your  humble  servant, 

''  Chables  Aelinofobd." 


On  perusing  this  unfeeling  mandate, 
Constance  for  a  moment  thought  she 
could  not  control  her  Indignation;  but 
a  look  of  supplication  frdm  John  recalied 

her 
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her  tö  the  n^cessiiy  of  f<xtheät6hc&,  änd 
JMabled  htt  to  r^tnemberj  perseverance^ 
ttot  vidknce,  hftd  tbe  only  ehance  of 
sticceedltig.  Endtevduring  tfa^refote  to 
vänqtrifth  hef  just  ftnger,  sbe  <itilmlj  fold- 
ed  up  agaili,  ^nd  {>lao6d  the  fettet  on  tbe 
tabfe,  whilst  «he  Äaid— **«  Unde^  you  öet- 
tainly  bave  attained  to  perfection  the  art 
of  brevity ;  I  should  like  to  see  if  I  can 
be  eqtiÄÜy  coheUfe.  Job»,  pray  g|ive  me 
a  sheet  of  paper,  and  fet  me  oommetlce 
my  HiM  aitempt  If  I  fidl,  it  will  be  of 
nö  cömtqu^lMss^t  bat  if  i  like  my  onfn 
Wd«f  faMt«  i«  ^htSi  prmBdil  that  of  yoor 
mött  ftdoomt^hed  matter«^ 

With  an  ächtng^  heürt  flftd  tr^mbUng 
band  tbe  did  is^rvdiii  obdyed  bis  young 
kdy*^  fequ^st;  h^  phoed  Mr.  Arling- 
ford*s  writing-desk  before  her,  and  fol- 
lowed  with  bis  eye  tbe  quick  strokes 
her  pm  nwrie,  ^iniai  thQ  96hmn  4@cla- 
ttttion  \m  öbttinaAe  mästet  hsA  m9/Stß 
liHät  mamixtg^***^  The  aahmi  of  n  sfttwle 
ibdtt  not  imngle  wvth  thcM  of  my  *Qb- 

cestors,'' 


oestors^"  apd  w^i^h  had  been  aocoopy^ 
iiied  by  an  oath,  rang  like  ^  d^fttbrl^ncill 
ii^  hia  ear.  Such  were  the  wpr^f  af  ^r. 
Arlingford  prior  to  the  appearapoe  pf  h|s 
nieoe,  who  haviqg  finished  writ^ng^»  refid 
her  pQte  aloud ;  it  was  addr^ssed  to  M^ 


'^  The  yauH  at  Brooklaiids  !2(^ 
receiye  ^he  body  pf  Mp.  E^dw^rd  ArUqg- 
for^  vhenevey  you  choose,  Would  tp 
Go4  aiiy  Qte  rmm^  wer^  W  W j  pow^ 
tpexp^ceas  tjpe  gy^t^^vw^e  I  sh^  ^v^^^ 
rish  for  the  pre^ex^er  qf  vfy  J^e^  Uuit 
oxice  he  s^yed  at  tit^  riak  ^  hu  owW* 

"  ypurs  truly. 


Mr.  Arlkdgfiiid  heard  all  m  sileo^. 
CcHif tanoe  fc^ded«  divect^^  4»^  sealcid 

her 
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her  letter,  and  held  it  out  to  Jchn ;  the 
cid  man  stretched  forth  bis  band  to  re- 
ceive  it,  but  bis  master  prevented  the 
intention,  by  starting  forward  and  tak- 
ing  it  into  bis  own.   Poor  Jobn  groaned 
in  alarm,  wbilst  tbe  former,  still  silent, 
read  tbe  direction  of  bis  niece's  letter, 
looked  at  tbe  impression  of  her  seal,  and 
steadfastly  regarded  tbe  accuraey  witb 
wbieb  it  bad  been  laid  on.    In  tbe  same 
deliberate  manner  be  proceeded  to  open 
her  epistle,  ^nd  to  read  its  Contents ; 
tben  finisbed  bis  Operations  as  coolly, 
by  twisting  tbe  paper  up  like  a  rope, 
putting  one  end  of  it  into  tbe  fire,  ligbt- 
ing  a  fresb  pipe  from  tbe  blaze,  and 
tbrowing  tbe  fragments  under  tbe  grate. 
Breatbless  witb  dismay,  old  Jobn  now 
sank  powerless  on  a  cbair,  and  tbe  groan 
tbat  bad  before  escaped  bim  was  faint  in 
comparison  witb  tbat  be  now  involunta- 
rily  uttered.    Tbe  feelings  of  Constanoe 
may  be  imagined,  but  not  deseribed ;  all 
her  Ibrced  composure  tben,  for  a  time, 

wholly 
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wholly  forsook  her;  die  sprang  on  tlie 
letter  which  had  been  written  bjr  ber 
unde,  sucoeeded  in  attaining  powcarioB 
of  it^  tfaougb  its  writer  had  likewiae 
aimed  at  the  same  point,  and  opening 
the  paper  to  its  füllest  extent,  tore  it 
into  a  thousand  pieces. 

Mr.  Arlingford*s  generaUy-barsh  &a* 
tures  were  now  inflamed  by  rage  more 
violent  tban  Constance  had  ever  seen 
them ;  be  gave  vent  to  a  wratbfbl  ex« 
ecration,  dasbed  bis  pipe  to  the  hearth 
— ^bis  teacup  to  the  floor;  kidced  from 
bis  feet  a  &yourite  spaniel  wbicb  Con- 
stance had  dierisbed  as  the  gift  of  her 
lost  fatber;  and  wbilst  the  poor  little 
animal^  howling  with  pain^  fimped  to 
the  otber  end  of  the  room^  Hfted  bis 
arm,  and  with  clendied  fist  aimed  a 
blow  at  bis  noW'&inting  nieoe.  One 
effort  more  Constance  had  yet  power  to 
make ;  she  sank  at  the  feet  of  ber  guar- 
dian,  and  reo^ved  Üie  threatened  bknr 
on  her  forehead  withoot  shrinking ;  bat, 

bappüy 
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and  fifting  her,  by  a  ^tnmg 

her  fupplianl  poitaR»  kd 

door,  and  exdaitnfd  ^  *'  Wii 

rect— -aend  tbe  next  leCtcr  m 

Jobn  will  cbej  yow 

bw  only  that,  in  fiitor^  I 

of  being  distuibed 
<"  You  hare  fov^  a  liaid  httüft^ 

dear,  Meawd  Miai  Cnmtance/ 

John»  a^  bontiqg  mtP  ton^ 

catching  up  her  anfiortonate  fitde  dag 

in  bis  anns,  buiried  after  her  iato  a» 
other  apartmenk;  **  aa  oom^  awuU  ladf, 
be  oomfbrted~4fae 
poor  Mias  July  iv 
wül  my  BMater-**460  will  all  yoav  and 
her  frienda.  Poor  Fido  loo^*  pattin^ 
tlie  litüe  ^reative's  hea4  rad  yhmig 
hn»  OH  the  lap  of  CiMislBnce^  "  ia  not  aa 
muak  hurt  aa  I  ieared;  40  I  thinkwe 
magr  a]l  r^oioe  cftiee  ogun.** 

Coostamoe  aadetvoiiied  to  snula—- an- 
daarroimi  to  aaai«er  Ihe  Aiith^  craa* 
tum iüa  abev^I  tWM^  h^  Dm  «flMs 

of 
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h^pily  fdt  her»  John  had  caught  bis 
mii«tier'$  artn,  and  Ih  söme  degree  broke 
tbe  tiölenofe  öf  ito  strok^.  Though  near- 
ly  6t»tirfied  by  the  eflfect  of  this  savage 
fu^,  f he  repetttant,  afifeütionate  girl  still 
reteifiM  b^t  kileeling  positkm,  wliilst, 
raising  her  eyes  imploring  pardon  and 
pitjr^  sbei  heM  üp  to  the  vi6W  of  Mr.  Ar- 
lingfi»tl  a  Minktti^  picture  öf  his  latfe 
unf^Mutitite  fa«0tb^t  £dward.    The  un- 
exp^t^  Mgbf  0f  fkat  cotir¥tenanc6  öhte 
so  d6»  to^  liiiti^  the  pi^strMe  förm*  of  bä 
nieoe  thtss^  heroierify  implöritig  inärcy 
and  {&r^ims^y  and  in  ithOise  toft^ned 
feafcürds  6mlä  be  träeed  ä  folt  resem- 
hlstiMf  t<y  «notfa^  of  hk  ne^ii^st  kindred, 
wht>,  ltt(^  ttie  Uftfof^tätiate  aüicide»  witö 
sepiarated  ftom  failn  b^  th^  tSöleHt  fixmd 
of  EtoMbf  spoke^  At  I^ifigth  iö  the  stub- 
bora^  And  almost  «üiatble  h«#t  of  tb^  d^ 
pot;  b^  snatdl^  tbe  piülfibre  ftoki  the 
graq^  ^f  €oMlUMäe,  ^aiü^  Ott  Ü  fi)r  one 
monmfiti/thi^fr  i<l  fi^iM  blkW  <$»  tb^^  table 
in  tte  nvii^4litf^th0«Mf^^^^ 

.i;i«  and 
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and  lifting  her»  bjr  a  strwig  ctifort,  imm 
her  suppliant  po9ture,  kd  her  ta  tibe 
door,  and  exdaiiwd-^'*  Write,  seal,  di- 
rect-~Bend  tbe  Mxt  lett^  ^  ym  fi^Me, 
Jobn  will  obey  your  comtnanda ;  Jrraiem« 
her  only  tbat,  in  futurc^  I  am  not  fcmd 
of  being  disturhod  at  my  breakfaat/' 

^*  You  haya  fought  a  ha^i  battle»  my 
dear,  Ueased  Miia  Constance«"  exdain^ad 
Johiv  as,  buroting  intp  teart»  ho,  after 
catching  up  her  unfortunate  Mittle  öog 
in  his  arms,  huriied  afber  h^r  iifto  aiK- 
otber  apartoient ;  ^^  90  coctibe,  gw^et  Iftdy, 
be  comibrted-*^tbe  worat  triai  18  over) 
poor  Miüs  July  w)U  rest  safeisQ^d-^-^o 
will  mj  ma&tei^*^^o  will  all  yomr  wd 
her  friends.  Poor  Fido  too,"  patti^g 
tlie  little  9reattMre'9  heacl»  and  pla^il^ 
hHi»  OH  tbe  Idijf  <if  Conatanee^  '*  is  not  «9 
nmch  burt  aa  I  feared ;  4P  I  (billig  we 
noaf  ajl  rt^oice  dnee  again**". 

C^stamoe  eadeavwued  tO  smile<--en- 
da^Toimsi  to  waii^ler  tbe .  iHtbfol  ct€a^ 

of 
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of  the  conflict  she  had  lately  endured 
now  whoUy  overpowered  her;  in  vain 
the  grateful,  affectionate  Fido  licked  her 
band,  and  anxiously  waited  some  notice 
in  retum — his  mistress  was  unable  eit;her 
to  smile  or  to  speak ;  falling  back  on  her 
chaif)  an  hysterical,  convulsive  sobbing 
suceeeded,  and  the  poor  agitated  girl  fbr 
some  moments  apprehended  her  senses 
would  forsake  her,  and  that  she  would 
be  reduoed  to  a  State  of  imbecility  even 
worse  than  that  of  Julia. 

Mrs.  Arlingford,  who  had  been  anxi- 
ously watching  for  the  termination  of 
this  Conference,  and  had  heard  the  door 
of  the  study  open,  and  the  steps  of  some 
persons  crossing  the  hall,  now  quickly 
joined  them ;   but  perceiving  the  dis- 
tressing  State  to  which  poor  Constance 
was  reduced,  she  flew  towards  her,  and 
clasping  her  in  agony  to  her  bosom,  ex- 
claimed — **  Ohl  can  I  ever,  my  love, 
my  därling  girl — can  I  ever  forgive  my- 
sdf  for  haVing  subjected  you  to  all  this 

suffering  ? 
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rwßbring  ?  You  have,  I  too  plamly  see» 
experieneed  a  share  of  tbe  brutal  tyran- 
ny  Mr.  Arlingford  frec^uently  exerciscB 
tDwar<]s  me.  Ob!  wretobed^  wr^cbad 
faour»  wben  first  I  becasne  idated  to 
you !  Had  I  been  firm  ki  my  refuaal, 
you  would  not  havc  shared  ia  iüs  doB- 
^potiBPQ." 

Constimoe  was  u»pible  to  impait  tbe 
oonsolation  ber  faeart  diotated ;  but  tbe 
cdd  servailt,  asauouqg  a  frowniiig  br^w« 
hastily  answered — '*  Wby  then»  madam, 
do  you  coi^tribute  by  tbese  ooraplaints 
io  tbe  )poor  obUd*s  dfetress  ?  !Even  nowj 
4f  abe  Gould,  tbe  dear  lady  would  teil 
^ou  «ucb  solfr^reinoaehes  are,  in  tbis  iji.^ 
ßtünee^  ui^u«t;  for,  even  if  you  bad  not 
manried  my  naastei;  be  would  ijtiU  bave 
hsm  madeiguardian  to  tbe  youog  ladi^; 
and  neither  you  nor  they  oould  faaw 
prevented  poor  Mr.  Edward——** 

The  old  man*s  sorrow  would  not  allow 
bim  to  oontinue ;  bis  assumed  anger  bad, 
after  tbe  first  moment»  given  place  to  a 

tsULn.  I  tone 
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tone  of  the  deepest  pity,  as  he  regarded 
the  miserable  victim  of  filial  love ;  and 
it  was  several  minutes  ere  any  of  the 
trio  could  converse  again  upon  the  sub* 
ject  of  the  funeral.  The  loud  ringing  of 
Mr.  Arlingford's  bell  first  startled  them .; 
and  John,  as  he  hastened  to  answer  it, 
exclaimed — "  For  God's  sake,  Miss  Con- 
stance,  write  your  letter,  and  send  it  off 
directly.  If  my  master  questions  me, 
God  forgive  me,  but  I  shall  say  it  ia 
gope  to  the  post." 

John  hurried  away ;  Constance  ßew 
to  the  table,  scrawled  a  few  almosMUeu 
gible  lines  to  Mr.  Delapre,  requesting 
the  funeral  might  take  place  as  darly  a$ 
pdssiUe;  and  Mrs.  Arlingford  having 
hastened  to  dispatch  them,  retumed, 
and  prevailed  upon  her  niece  to  retire 
to  bed. 


»  #» 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Mr.  Delapre  complied  most  promptly 
with  the  request  of  Constance,  and  early 
in  the  foUowing  week  the  remains  of 
the  unfortunate  &ther  of  Julia  were 
conveyed  to  their  last  resting-place  in 
the  family-vault  in  Brooklands  church, 
A  verdict  of  lunacy  had  been  pre viously 
given,  it  having  been  proved  by  several 
very  respectable  witnesses,  that  the  de- 
oeased  had,  for  many  days  preceding  the 
fatal  event,  been  exoeedingly  disturbed ; 
indeed,  sinoe  the  hour  he  had  parted 
from  his  daughter,  the  unhappy  man 
had  appeared  unlike  himself. 

Poor  Julia  was  now  left  oompletely  a 
friendless  orphan,  without  parent»  with- 
out  guardiani  without  the  slightest  Pro- 
vision, for  Mr.  Edward  Arlingford*s  af- 

I  8  fairs 


fidrs  were  in  the  most  desperate  State. 
In  the  letter  which  Delapre  wrote  Con- 
stance  on  the  subject,  he  faad  also  said 
— "  If  Mr.  Arlingford%  disposition  had 
been  less  impetuous — ^if  he  had  conde- 
scended  to  act  according  to  the  advice  I 
had  ^esüd^d  to  giv^y  a  fetv  yesits  of  jiii. 
dustl*y  woüld  have  repäiYed  $^  his  lö^m. 
When  ftrst  I  knew  him>  Mr.  Edv^afd 
Atlihgford  was  aöCdunted  one  <)f  rtie 
1110^.  ^Soarishhig  <f£  öm  London  m^- 
dhstits;  but,  matdanü,  «ekcuse  me  fcr  add- 
kig,  i  söon  discovered  yo\xr  ^^see&ed 
untsk  was  tsntering  too  deeply  into  übe 
viGiic^ns  of  spectäteti^ ;  arid  foreseeing 
the  stoi^in  likely  to  äti^,  I  ihm  dffisraä 
ttiysetf  to  yout  lowiy  cocföki)  t!«at,  ff 
posÄiMe,  I  tnight  pteveiwtftiei'  brfng  ov»- 
Whelnäfed  in  -the  *rr«!fe;  hük  Mfs.  At- 
lingford  had  feSgtei-  ^fet^'for  lierAiügfe- 
ter,  of  Wbötn  ^^ä  X!t^,  öttd  Äi«ost  jäöf^ly, 
I  ^t}öw,  e^tr^nfiefy  ^röud,  ftnd  I  ivins^t^ 
sfaä^¥as  aüt^t^^d  by  jitilia 'tö  ';^  « 116- 
gsrtiwön  my  *e^%st 

**  A  very 
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**  A  veiy  &w  months  verified  my 
prognostics ;  Mr.  Arlingfard  endeavoui« 
ed  all  in  his  power  to  support  himsetf, 
and  not  betiay  to  any  living  being  the 
anguish  he  endured,  nor  the  total  losa 
he  had  sustained.  But  the  unfbrtunate 
pride  of  Mrs.  Arlingford  reduoed  him 
and  his  daughter  tp  still  gieater  suffer- 
ings;  to'prooure  the  former  the  comfivts 
and  luxuriös  she  had  ever  be^a  accus* 
tomed  to,  and  of  which  she  could  not 
bear  to  be  deprived,  they  subj^ed 
themselves  to  every  privation ;  and  on 
my  vetum  to  London,  which  I  had  left 
after  receiving  the  answer  of  Julia,  I 
found  her  and  her  father  nearly  in  a 
State  of  staryation,  Mrs.  Arlingford  on 
her  deathbedf  and  now  aa  stfong  an  adi 
Yocate  for  me  with  her  daughter,  in  &^ 
vour  of  those  proposals  I  besttated  not 
again  to  ofifer,  qs  at  a  former  period  she 
had  been  the  reyene. 

^  At  her  ijbath,  whieh  took  place  soon 
aftev,  I,  hy  the  great  int^rest  I  pqssessed, 

1 8  procured 
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Constatice  promued  to  do  att  ia  faor 
power  to  assist  her«  abd  having  ^gbin 
jaioed  tbe  family  at  tea,  ta  her  sorpiise 
perceived  her  uncle  had  again  joined  tfae 
fiannily-drcle,  and  wai  even  oobverdng 
witb  Dekpre,  whom  Mrsu  Arlingfeid 
had  ventured  to  make  an  iiml^te  af  the 
house.  l^aking  her  place  by  the  aide  of 
the  old  gentleman,  bis  mece  assisted 
him,  as  nsual,  in  preparing  tbe  roll 
which,  equally  at  Im^akfast  and  tea;^  was 
placed  before  him.  Mr.  Ailingford  did 
not  Interrupt  her,  but  Delapre,  after 
kxdcing  at  her  attentively  for  a  few  mo* 
ments,  said — **  Have  you  met  witb  any 
aoddentlately,  Miss  Arlingford?  orfrom 
what  cause  is  tbat  blaek  mark  kft  upon 
your  forebead  ?** 

Constance  coloured  highly ;  Mrs.  Ar- 
lingford  and  Ellen  feit  ready  to  sink; 
Mr.  Arlingford  adjusted  bis  wig,  and 
smoked  away  most  furioüsly;  when 
Constance,  after  a  momenf  s  hesitation» 
replied — **  It  was  caused  Iv^  my  own 

folly. 
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foUy»  and»  ag  web»  I  h«d  qmto  ftrgottmi 

the  aocident ;  pray,  therofore,  do  not  Wr 
mind  me  <>f  it  Ag«iq»  fi9  I  make  a  point 
of  fi>iigetting  evejry  unpremeditated  mia» 
Fortune  that  happenfi." 

Delapre  saw»  by  tbe  coantenanoei  of 
those  around  bim,  tbat  be  bad  loade  a 
nud^ä-prqpos  reniark,  and  tberefova  bas^ 
tened  to  turn  the  convefsation.-— **  Tbe 
party  at  lady  Mariowe's  la  quite  bix^ken 
up,"  he  fiaid,  addimnng  ISUen-^^^  no 
one  reouämng  there  exeept  your  siater» 
Fitasowen«  Trelawney,  and  a  few  more 
fipiendf.'' 

*'  Lady  Marlowe  bas  Idndly  detained 
Bbndie  firnn  u^»**  replied  EUmi»  cban» 
ging  oolour  at  the  name  of  Trelawney ; 
but  she  was  ioterrupted  by  the  entranee 
of  a  aenraat,  wbo  put  a  note  into  Conr 
atanoe's  hand»  and  again  witbdrew,  mem- 
ly  saying — "  From  lady  Marlowe,'* 

Imagining  it  only  a  few  lines  of  oon- 
ddence»  Conatanoe  quietly  opened  tbe 
aeal;  biit  is  tbe  next  moment,  glancing 

i5  an 
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an  intelligeiit  look  towards  her  sister, 
burst  into  tears. 

"  What  aus  you,  child  ?**  hastily  ex* 
daimed  Mr.  Arlingford,  taking  the  note 
from  his  nieoe,  laying  down  his  pipe, 
and  putting  oii  his  spectacles. 

Constance  allowed  him  to  peruse  it ; 
her  very  great  agitation  alarmed  every 
individual  present,  but  Mr.  Arlingford» 
after  reading  the  few  lines  the  note  oon- 
tained,  very  composedly  took  off  his 
glasses  again,  resumed  his  pipe,  threw 
the  note  to  Ellen,  and  looking  at  Con* 
stance,  said — **  Pshaw,  child !  what  do 
you  ery  for  ?  you  could  not  prevent  the 
fool^s  acting  so.  Come,  come,  dry  your 
eyes — I  am  not  fond  of  seeing  tears; 
only  take  care  that  neither  you  nor  tna- 
dam  Ellen  act  so  cursedly  fooHsh,  and 
there  is  tiothing  more  to  be  said  on  the 
subject." 

Ellen  in  the  meantime  read  the  few 
agitated  lines  lady.Marlowe  had  writtai, 
containing  the  infonnation  that  her  äs* 

ter 
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ter  Blanche»  foif^tful  ei  her  ofwn  ael^ 
respect,  forgetfiil  of  her  fiunily  and  her 
friendsy  ungratefiil  fbr  the  kindness  which 
had  prompted  her  ladyship  to  detain  her 
from  the  melancholy  seenes  then  passing 
at  Brooklands,  and,  lost  to  every  sense  of 
propriety»  had,  the  preceding  night,  dan* 
destinely  eloped  with  the  young  lord 
Marlowe ;  and  that  their  route  had  been 
traced  to  the  road  which  would  oonvey 
them  to  Scotland,  but  that  it  was  feared 
the  fugitives  had  got  the  start  too  long 
ere  they  were  discovered  to  be  easily 
overtaken;  Mr.  Fitzowen  and  Trelaw- 
ney  were  however  pursuing  them,  and 
intended  to  exert  themselves  to  the  ut- 
most  to  come  up  with  them  before  they 
had  crossed  the  border.''  EUen's  tears 
now  flowed  faster  than  her  sister's,  and 
^e  hastily  left  the  table.  Constance 
knew  she  must  not  foUow  her  example, 
however  much  inclined  to  it,  as  she 
heard  her  unde  mutter— -'^  Nothing  but 
tears,  tears,  tears;"  she  therefore  sup- 

1 6  pressed 
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pressed  her  ow»,  and  with.  her  aeDii»» 
tomed  8el£;CXMnmftnd,  eottvewed  witb  Mr. 
pdapre  as  compo(sedIy  as  sfae  could^  tiH 
her  uncle  retired  again  to  fab  stedy.-«- 
^*  How  k)st  is  Blanche  to  every  seaae  of 
fttelingr  she  exckimed^  on  finding  her* 
$df  again  alone  with  her  sister.  ^  Good 
Heaven !  how  oould  she,  at  so  pecuUarly^ 
distressing  a  time  as  this  has  been  to  us 
sdl — ^how  cöüld  she  bear  to  add  to  otir 
grief,  by  conducting  heimlf  so  rery,  very 
strangely  T 

Ellen  wept  most  vvslently,  and  Co»» 
stance,  much  conoemed  at  the  exeeas  of 
her  etnotion,  tenderly  embracmg  her» 
said — ^  Why,  my  dear  oster,  jchsl  am 
now  even  more  agitated  than  I  was  at 
first  recdving  \he  intell^nee ;  I  newf 
saw  you  so  strongly  i^fectod  faefoi»^ 
and  indeed  I  now  cannot  help  auspedt* 
ing  your  tears  flow  ftam  some  otfaer 
cause — — *• 

*<  No,  Constances  no,*"  hastiiy  iatw^ 
rupted  the  «tiU-weeping  Ettaa ;  *^  m- 

deed. 
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dee4  indted  it  ia  Blanditii^  oondiieC 
alone  which  thus  distresses  me.  Ohl^ 
wbat  miscUef  bas  flhe  not  eflfectod !  My 
unde,  after  this,  will  be  more  atwve 
tlian  ever  • 

**  You  do  my  unde  injustioe,  EHcn» 
in  tbk  re«p€ot»  I  hope»*"  Constance  ra» 
tarmd ;  ^  hia  calmness»  on  woeiving  the 
inteUigence  of  aar  aister^a  derdiotion 
ftem  propriety,  augur»  weil  faoth  Ibr  hct 
and  US ;  be  comferted»  tberefore,  SUen«'* 

But  Conatance  coald  not  auooeed  m 
oenpoi^g  her  aiater,  who  repeatadkf 
exdaimed—-''  Rdy  tipon  it,  this  step  of 
Bbndiei^  wi&  «ake  ny  unde  more  se- 
vere—more  eontradictory,  tban  ever« 
Oh,  Bbnche  t  what  have  you  not  doae  <* 

It  was  now  evident  theio  was  aacM» 
tbing  more  ptesshig  on  the  mind  of  El- 
len  tfaan  she  ehose  to  inform  her  nter 
€^  and,  deteraiined  to  await  her  owa 
time  for  the  oommunieation,  afae  left 
her,  and  wtumed  to  nune,  aootiie^  anA 

console 
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eonsole  the  far  greater  8affa!er— |)oor 
Julia. 

As  she  could  not  with  propriety  leave 
home  at  present,  Constanoe  answered 
lady  Marlowe's  note  by  one  which  ex* 
pressed  the  regret  the  whole  family 
shared  in.  To  excuse  olr  palliate  the  line 
of  conduct  Blanche  had  pursued,  she  at« 
tempted  not,  and  indeed  the  whole  te- 
nonr  of  her  writing,  though  unknown 
to  herseif,  plainly  evineed,  even  to  the 
eöraged  lady  Marlowe,  the  mingled  con- 
tämpt  and  anger  she  feit  for  her  weak, 
not  to  say  artful,  sister. 

In  the  conrse  of  a  week,  Fitzowen  and 
his  companion  reUimed  from  their  un- 
suocessfiil  joumey.  They  had  not,  from 
varioiis  aceidents  on  the  road,  been  able 
to  come  up  with  the  travellers  tili  th^y 
vrere  united  in  wedlock,  and  had  then 
foUowed  the  imprudent  pair  to  the  house 
of  Mrs.  Wallace^  who  had  infonned 
Blanche,  in  her  last  letter,  she  was  go- 
ing 
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ii^  into  Soodand  fot  some  time,  MnL 
Wallaoe  had  recelved  her  fiivourite  nteoa 
with  open  anns;  aild  Trdawney  ao- 
knowledged,  on  bis  return»  when^  has* 
tening  to  Braoklanda»  he  rdated  the 
particulars  of  his  joumey  to  the  sbters» 
that  Blanche  did  not  appear  the  leaat 
distressed  by  the  lecture.  whicb  Fits* 
Owen  had  immediately  read  both  herseif 
and  boyish  husband,  who  also  gloried  in 
the  idea  of  having  so  nieely  deeeived 
his  *'  predous  mamma/'  as  he  said  she 
had  wheedled  his  poor  old  father  to 
make  a  will»  in  which  he  had  dedared 
his  son  not  to  be  of  age  tili  he  attained 
his  twenty-second  year,  and  that  not 
until  her  deäth  should  he  take  posses- 
sion  of  Elm  House. — **  And  her  yoUng 
ladyship»"  continued  Trelawney,  parti- 
cukrly  addressing  Constance,  **  has  sent 
a  tnessage  by  me  to  you,  requesüng  yoü 
would  exert  your  interest  with  Mr.  Ar* 
lingford  to  persuade  him  now  to  resign 
har  fortune  into  hers  or  her  lord's  hands> 

as 


« they,  boüi  of  tiiem»  inagme  they  aire 
tffived  nom  at  y  eara  of  ^UseretioB.^ 

^'Whatevar  infltienoe  I  may  possMi 
skafl  nevep  be  m  iinworthily  emjlkfyedy^ 
C^nstanw  indignaiitly  exdaimed. 

^  Vor  «hall  you,  op  any  aeoount,  b^ 
subjected  to  Tjolenoe  again,"  SUen  as 
waraaly  crled. 

Trelawney  «tarted,  and  looked  re« 
proadifiilly  at  h». 

EOen,  \vith  Mising  tears,  oontiiiued»~ 
^  N05  Lionel,  do  not  aak  it  Look,**  ^ 
addied,  parting  the  hair  on  tha  forehead 
of  Conatanea,  who,  since  tbe  renaarl:  of 
Driapre,  had  kept  it  oov^red---^  lock  at 
the  Uow  tbis  affeetipnate  girl  bas  already 
reeeiv^  and  then  you  will  not  wish  it 
»ther.'' 

^*  It  waa  not  given  on  my  aepouqt?* 
IMawney  anxioudy  inqubad;  and  £reU 
UigireiKeved  upon  Eilen's  oelatinj^  äioagb 
Constanoe  endeavoured  to  prevent  her, 
Ihe  tale  ahe  had  referred  toi,  he,  after  « 
passe,  aaid-^^  Then»  EUan,  if^  innat 

part. 
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pprt,  «id  very  soon  too^  I  fear,  w  I  mwt 
quit  Evigland  in  the  course  of  two* 
moDths.** 

EUen  bmrst  into  tears,  but  remained 
sitent ;  wliilet  Constance,  in  amaeementv 
Gould  only  with  her  ejres  inquire  the 
meaning  of  all  tbat  was  passing;  and 
soon  she  leamed  the  Situation  Trekw- 
ney  kad  acquired  was  conoeoted  with 
the  Indian  board  cST  trade ;  that  it  waa' 
a  lucrative  one  she  before  knew,  and  he 
now  told  her  bis  absenee  from  England 
would  not  exceed  ten  years;  but  that» 
unless  Ellen  accompanied  bim  as  bis 
wife»  bis  happy  prospects  would  become 
a  dreary  waste. 

To  plead  with  her  uncle  for  banish* 
ment  fiom  her  fhvourite  sister  was  more 
Alan  even  the  generally-dinnterested 
Constanoe  oould  now  proniise  to  do; 
and,  to  ooneeal  her  faat-rising  tears,  she 
attempted  to  hurry  away  ftom  the  apart« 
ment;  but  her  intention  was  prevented 
by  EUen,  who,  rising  \o  detain  her,  burst 

into 
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into  a  flood  of  tears:  whilst  tbrowicg 
herseif  into  the  embrace  of  her  sister, 
she  exchdmed — "  I  do  not  ask  you  again 
to  subject  yourself  to  a  repetition  of  our 
unde*s  violence — I  do  not  ask  you  to 
plead  for  us;  no,  Lionel/'  she  added, 
tuming  to  her  lover>  "  we  ought  not  to 
be  so  very,  very  selfish." 

Trelawney  made  no  answer,  but  caught 
up  bis:  hat  and  left  the  house. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


Ju£.iA  in  the  meantime  was  slowly  re- 
covering  her  bodily  health,  but  the  loss 
of  one  parent,  and  the  still  more  reoent 
and  afflicting  death  of  the  other,  her  sole 
remaining  stay^  appeared  to  have  stun- 
ned  every  mental  faculty,  and  in  a  State 
of  the  most  pitiable  dejection  she  passed 
each  succeeding  day,  nor  had  Ccmstance 

ever 
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ever  seen  the  least  approadh*  to  a  isiBiIe 
on  her  still-lovely  countenance  mite  Üie 
fatal  intelligence  bad  been  received.  The 
attention  of  Delapre,  though  particularly 
apparent  to  every  one^  faiied  in  tbe  slight- 
est  degree  to  soothe  her  wounded  spirit ; 
on  the  bosom  of  tbe  sympathizing:Con- 
stancei  when  alone  witb  her»  she  would 
weep  and  lament  her  lost  father,  tili  one 
day,  at  lengtb»  the  former  vaitured  to 
allude  to  a  souroe  of  fiiture  happine&s 
for  which  she  onght  to  feel  grateful-^ 
the  affection  of  Mr.  Delapre. 

^  His  affection !"  repeated  Julia,  des« 
pondingly — '*  he  entertains  none  for  me 
now,  and  never  will  I  beoome  bis  wife/' 

Constance  started  in  amazement,  and 
involuntarily  exdaimed — **  What  then 
is  to  become  of  y oü,  my  dear  Julia  ?" 

Julia  paused  a  moment  from  the  ex- 
oess  of  her  emotion,  and  then  replied-^ 
••  I  will  go  to  my  grave— I  will  go  to 
my  mother ;  am  I  not  fast  hastening  tö 
follow  her  ?"    : 

Julia 
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Julia  oould  noi  aikade  to  her  fitther, 
Mid  CoMtsnee  well  undctstood  Übe  rea«» 
son  of  her  alence  in  tbat  respeet  Every 
cpotive  was  itow  urged  by  the  latter  to 
prevaü  upon  her  eousin  to  give  way,  aa 
Httle  ag  possiblev  ta  such  mdianeho^ 
ideas;  and  cnd^eavouraig  to  turn  her  at* 
t^^tion  from  her  own  sorrows  to  the  in^ 
terests  of  another,  she  rebited  what  faad 
passed  betwe^i  Ellai,  TKbneney,  and 
h^velfi  adding»-^^^  He  ha»  written  Qooe 
er  twiee  to  Ellen  sino^  an^y  with  us 
both,  he  left  tt^  housa  So  now,  JuMa, 
yoa  mmt  advise  Qie  what  ta  do.  What 
part  ought  I  to^  act?  Am  1  juatified  iq 
wkbing,  fyf  aelfish  reasona  only,  to  sa« 
parate  two  bdngs  ao  ottached  to  eaeh 
other?^ 

Jalla  professed  heraelf  hicapaUe  of  of« 
fering  any  advloe  upon  the  sabject ;  but 
she  wondedred  bow  Ellen  could  ever,  for 
a  moment,  wiab,  or  even  thin);  of  leav- 
ing  Constanc^  to  live  with  whoin,  ahe 
felty  would  be  to  her  the  higheak  gratifi« 

cation; 
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<s9Ütm'i  and  ttey  were  stül  oonvensii^ 
eü  the  sutgect,  when  Censtanoe  was  in« 
forthei  Mr.  Fiteowen  was  in  the  par« 
lour,  and  wanted  particularly  to  spf^k 
to  lier.  Oonchiding  he  bad  sokne  itifor- 
nuitioii  to  give  oi  the  itnlprudent  Blanohe; 
she  eagerly  ran  down  to  meet  liidai  i  «üd 
liaving  BS  es^rly  inquired  i£  her  s«r- 
mises  were  correct,  was  greatly  surprised 
to  faear  no  later  inteHigence  tban  Tre- 
IflwUeif 'fi  had  been  reddved  of  her. 
.  **  1  täioae  not,"  be  then  Contimit» 
aouifing;  and  taking  a  chair  t)eside  Om* 
stanfoe  attd  her  :aunt,  tvho  was  in  the 
parlour  on  Ms  entrance^*'  I  ca&ie  not 
eüher  ms  a  pursuer  of^  or  a  plead^  *fer 
atther  iof  3rour  TStstisrs;  bat  I  believe  I 
mnst  Ifcjtle  noiy&elf  etmnsel,  if  Hot  Rectal 
pUader,  fot  a  fdaintiff,  who  comphiilia 
|roii  wilinot  även  bear  bis  cause." 

'<  Btit  I  fdu*  tb6  leafriiefd  eouilsel  bas  « 
fittle  (imstaken  Itbe  nlgect  tö  wböm  lüi 
mUnon  >wa8  div^bltd»"  Constenoe,  witd 

an 
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an  answering  smile,  replied ;  "  Trelaw- 
ney  should  have  desired  you  to  ask  foc 
the  eldestf  not  the  junior  Miss  ArÜDg- 
ford." 

"  No,  believe  me,  I  am  not  quite  the 
ignoramus  you  imagine;  it  is  to  Miss 
Constance  Arlingford  my  brief  is  ad- 
dressed,  and  will  she  not  consient  to  hear 
it?" 

Constance  now  perceived  the  poiBt 
Fitzowen  was  aiming  at,  and  therefore, 
without  farther  hesitation,  replied — ^  I 
will  not  affect  to  misunderstand  yow, 
Mr.  Fitzowen ;  but  teil  your  friend  he 
must  plead  his  own  cause  be&Hre  the 
principal  jvdge ;  I  wish  to  remain  vrhcl- 
ly  passive.    Mr.  Trelawney  is  mistaken 
if  he  imagines  I  have  sufBcient  influenoe 
with  my  uncle,  to  persuade  him  to  »gn 
an  article  of  agreement  which  my  haot 
aches  only  to  think  of,  and  which  even 
Ellen  herseif  cannot  wish  me  to  appwvt 
But  I  promise  faitfafully  not  to  endw 

vom 
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vour,  by  word  or  look,  to  hint  these 
s^itiments»  which,  whikt  I  oonünue  to 
love  my  sister»  can  never  change.** 

Fitzowen  bowed  aoquiescence  to  this 
peremptory  decree,  as  he  laughingly  call- 
ed  it;  but  not  so  easily  would  he  give 
up  his  cause ;  and  so  ably  did  he  continue 
the  subject  in  dispute,  that  at  length 
Constance  archly  inquired  if  she  had  not 
misapprehended  him  on  that  day  when 
he  affirmed  Wellington  had  been  his 
tutor,  it  being  novr  pretty  evident  Ers- 
kine  had  once  been  hb  instructon 

Fitzowen  was  much  amused  at  the 
DQOck  gravity  with  which  she  spoke» 
whilst  Mrs.  Arlingford  added — "  If  you 
can  thus  argue  for  a  friend,  my  good  sir, 
you  will  have»  I  should  imagine»  no  dif- 
ficulty  in  exerting  your  eloquence  for 
one  even  dearer  to  your  heart  than  Mr. 
Trelawney." 

**  But»  my  dear  madam,"  retumed 
Fitzowen»  still  laughing,  ''  of  what  use 
would  be  all  this  eloquent  flow  of  words, 

if 
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if  my  ft»r  tnktresB  should  pnweiM  aMtse- 
ly  tiüdined  to  oay  argiUEneatts  on  anofcber 
subject,  as  jrcmr  fair  <x>mpa»iom  h  to 
ibose  I  ba^ve  oow  oflfered  on  fxiorTre- 
Jawney's  aoooimt  ?" 

"  Ob,  but  your  takuts/'  retnmed  Coi»- 
jtonoe»  inadvertentljr^  *'  weuld  tbea  be 
rtaiployed  so  much  möne  otgreeA&y,  tiiat 
I  <dottbt  fifot  the  aresult  cf  tbe  oeciversa- 
üoti  woold  be  very  djfierent.- ' 

No  «ooner  had  the  wocds  eseaped  her, 
ihMi  fihe  fek  in  dts  füllest  'ferce  bow  ex- 
cessively  ridkulous  ehe  had  made  ber- 
eif; for  «ven  Mrs.  ArUngford,  wbo  had 
aeldMQ  an  indination  to  laugfa,  did  00 
flow  mtboitt  being  aUe  to  prevedt  it 
Fitfecwen  aliaoed  a  little  the  oonfanom 
whioh  bad  oovared  Conßtancefs  ,<€heek 
(with  »bhishes^  thcmgb  he  abo  was  imable 
to  forbioar  smiliog  at  (be  lafi&ntiinaile 
ncävetS  of  the  remark. 

The^nttanee  of  EUi»  ha|qpily  drdieved 
qMor  Conistance.;  laiid  Hhe  iforwe^  wi^ 
ja  /heigfateiiefl  roakctr,  haiaiiiig  fiaid  (Imr 

morning 


THE  UNCLK8,  193 


moming  oompliments,  inquired  after 
lady  Marlowe,  and  whether  any  fiurther 
tidhigs  had  been  heard  of  her  son? 

••  None,"  replied  Fitzowen»  "  sinoe 
those  with  which  Trekwney  aoquainted 
you.  He  wrote,  I  know»  immediately 
to  lord  Marlowe,  after  seeing  you  that 
day,  and  desired  him  to  inform  his  bride 
there  was  neither  vote  nor  intakt  for 
her  in  this  part  of  the  eountry.** 

Constanoe  now  feit  more  than  half- 
indüned  to  be  angry  with  the  arch  look 
and  manner  that  aooompanied  this  speeeh; 
but  Fitzowen  appeared  determined  to 
make  amends  for  all  the  distress  and  an- 
ger  he  had  caused»  by  immediately  eom- 
mendng  a  lively  and  animated  oonver- 
sation,  and  interspersing  it  with  several 
most  interesting  and  many  amusing 
aneodotes,  left  his  auditors»  when  he  did 
take  leave»  which  was  not  tili  more  than 
an  hour  afterWards»  delighted  with  him 
and  all  he  had  said. 

Constanoe  did  not  attempt  to  coneeal' 
VOL.  I.  K  fix>m 
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and  aguq.sb^  e»Mßd,  h^if,  ifj.lKar  pU^sw 
she  copld  l^Yfi,  tllftBgkl;  /<».:  «id  ff^sm. 
wise.  Ell^.ei9^jmeed:I)|l!;4i^ectÄ9!Vrtd3r, 
and  in.t^!S.ap^i«l^)e(g^^^fi0,ri|^)^; 

but  h^ri^^tf»^.  Rlftöily  sfiyr  h§f,h^BP  went. 

]5Uen.<»nt}n««irr'-  L«W  ^W  «»ny.  Ti»- 

ljtw:ney.  thpHgbt.  of  Q»i49yJBg,Mr..l5feh. 

Owen  as  an  adyp«ftt§ j  it  wa?,.|^o*  ^gfetro. 
nay,  pfirteps.net  Ma^te.tojgji^g.ypn. 

m^t,t(n  mn  ip.v^y,  siQ§§i5e*  a?^,  Itfi.sajiilf, 

na^opj-rjt  felli  Äi1iJ^§.l#^13£Q:%,boll:of, 
ice  Oft.i»y  hm^..i  frpip  th«fe  uwaeiH.  l. 
have  nfyfiJi;Vjnft«Bi>^  liltt>fHi^»»" . 

plj4nly:to^..Q?ßgteDC9^.thft;^tfi  Q£..J)lt. 
len's  mind;  and  after  ß^ß^yeSf  ■  ^mgg^ 

-  flbcu 


she  wi-ote  to  Trekwney,  deriring  Um  to 
address  her  uncle  first  upon  tilie  svbjeet; 
and  if  he  ^t)Ved  unsuooessftili  «he  wouldi 
tbei^  do  aHin  her  power  to  mmf  Mm.; 
though  agaifi  remitidSng  bim,  (hat  power 
was  not  6o  great  as  he  imaginedk 

Trelawney,  like  a  true  loven  believied^ 
all  he  wisfaed,  and  immediately  tfaerefore ' 
addressed  Mr.  Arlingford;  and»  aa  Con- 
stanee  expected,  received  a  flat  dinioL 
At  first  she  rejoiced  at  her  unde^  de* 
termination ;  but  the  ritered  loohs  and 
dejected  spirits  of  EUen  soon  ehanged' 
this  feeling  to  those  of  mingied  sorrow, 
pity,  and  regret,  and  again  her  i^fection«- 
at^  bearti  prompted  her  to  attempt  an- 
olEfaer  trial  of-strengtb  with  her^despotie 
unde. 

Mr.  Delapre  stiiB  oontinoed  at  Brooks 
lands^/  and  Gonetanee  soon  found  froiyv 
JtiMa,  fliat  be-very  seldom  now  allMded> 
to  the  sübject  of  tbeir  nnion;  and  again  ^ 
tfae-btterdedaied  thaf^  convinced«  Mt*. 
Dfeläi»^  was  nö  lönger  attacbcd '  to  heri 

K  2  it 
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it  was  her  fixed  determination,  as  soon 
as  her  strength  and  spirite  were  equal  to 
ihe  exertion^  to  inform  him  he  might 
oonsider  the  engagement  between  them 
as  cancelled,  for  she  saw  it  would  not 
now  oontribute  to  his  happiness ;  **  and 
for  my  own,**  Julia  added,  **  it  is  buried 
in  the  grave  of  my  dear  parents."  * 

*^  Unkind  Julia !  is  it  thus  you  return 
the  sincere  affection  you  are  well  aware 
I  feel  tot  you  ?" 

**  Forgive  me,  dear  Constance,  for  in* 
deed  I  shall  always  retain  the  most 
heartfelt  gratitude  for  your  more  than 
sisterly  kindness ;  but  oonsider  how  far 
better  it  wiU  be  for  me,  in  my  peculiar 
circumstances,  when  it  pleases  God  to 
take  me  from  this  world;  I  have  no 
happy  prospects  to  look  forward  to — 
dependance  or  beggary  must  in  fiiture 
be  my  portion— or,  were  I  to  marry  Mr. 
Ddapre,  misery  for  life.** 

"  But  why — ^why  are  you  sure  Dela- 
pre  no  longer  loves  you  ?    He  has  not 

mentioned 
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mentioned  certainly  his  wish  of  soon 
calling  you  his  own,  but  mort  probably 
motives  of  delicacjr  are  the  CBuse  of  that 
silence— — * 

**  Constanoe,"*  hastily  interrapted  Ju- 
lia, her  generally^pale  cheek  now  deeply 
tinted  by  various  emotions,  ^  Mr.  De- 
lapre  has  long,  very  long,  oeased  to  re* 
gard  me.  I  firmly  believe  that,  on  our 
first  acquaintanoe,  when  my  poor  fiither^s 
house  was  the  abode  of  every  oomfort 
and  luxury,  his  wish  to  engage  my  band 
was  very  sinoere.  You  are  aware  I  then 
disoouraged  his  pretensions ;  but  when, 
on  misfortunes  fidling  thick  around  us, 
my  poor  dying  mother  pressed  me,  in 
the  most  urgent,  the  most  afiecting 
terms,  to  exert  myself  in  exchanging 
the  image  of  one — ^yes,  I  will  now  ac» 
knowledge  it,  one  I  had  long  most  fond- 
ly  cherished,  and  to  Substitute  that  of 
Delapre,  I  promised,  if  possible,  to  com- 
ply.  Without  giving  me  time  to  reoede, 
without  even  attempting  to  discover  if 

K  3  Delapre's 
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JDel^re'a  afiection  for  me  was  as  sträng 

4ß  ev^5  my  dear  mother,  aiuuous  to  se- 

:  cur 6  the  future  ha^>ine8s  <if  her  husband 

and  child,  instantly  informed  him  I  was 

nt>  loüger  averse  to  bis  prpposals.    De- 

läpre  then  a{>peaFed  to  faear  the  intelli- 

gence  with  soaie  degree  of  satisfaction ; 

but,  yery  «pon  after  my  dear  mother's 

deatb»  J  h^gßn  to  suspect  he  repented 

his  engagement,  and  it  was  und^  that 

ioxparession  I  «tipulated  our  marriage 

should  pot  take  place  until  tbe  expira- 

tim  of  another  year.    Ratber  than  sub- 

mit  to  become  tbe  wife  of  a  man  wbose 

wärmest  fientiment  towards  me  was  pity> 

I  also  aDeeded  to  my  pooi;  father's  plan 

of  entreating  unde  Arlingford  to  giye 

im  a  temporfwry.asylum  ander  bis  ro^; 

.and  ratber.  tba^  become  dependant  on 

the  caprioeof  a  busband  wbose  afi^ctioi^ 

were  no  longiar  mine,  I  prefeired  to  eu^ 

^ounter  the  hazard  of  being  tumed  from 

tiie  door  of  Mr,  Arlin^ord  as  a  beggpur 

•^of  liyirig  a  d^endant  ob  bi^  bounty» 

and 


ofid'ftsli^'toeheaifibrenl  huruöiirs  at 
^cäpÄi^hyf^  täorä  fbttunate  wardd ;  all 
this  ittööry  I  ^reföited  to  meet,  sooner 
"fhati  Üöcörrffe  f he  wife  of  äriy  man  whose 
love  had  perished  with  my  fiither^s  afflu- 
eHce.'* 

Julia  haä  giv^n  thh  explanation  with 
§ttch  räpidrty,  and  in  such  extreme  agi- 
tätion,  fhät,  at  the  conclasion»  she  feit 
perfectly  exhausted,  and  threw  herseif, 
nearly  fainting,  on  the  bosom  of  Con- 
stance,  whö  then  hast^ned  to  rcfply— 
*'  You  judg6d  perfectly  right,  my  dear 
girl;  änd  now,  i)rlth  my  consent,  you 
ne ver  shäll  1l)ec6me  the  wife  of  Delapre ; 
all  the  ihconsfstencies  bf  his  conduct,  all 
that  has  pu2zled  me  in  yours,  are  how 
fuUy  explained.  But  I  will  not  allow 
you,  dear  Julia — ^you  whom  I  love  with 
the  afFection  of  a  sister,  and  to  whom  I 
shall  very  siiön  turn  for  a  double  pörtion 
of  regard,  in  Heu  of  that  which  Ellen 
has  withdrawn  from  me  and  given  to 
Trelawney— I  will  not  allow  you  to  talk 

k4  of 
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of  seeking  refuge/ either  from  poverty 
or  Delapre,  in  any  other  Station  except 
in  tbe  bosom  of  Constance  Arlingford ; 
from  this  hour,  dearest  Julia,  we  are  one 
in  name  and  in  fortnne;  my  heart  is 
yours,  my  future  home  must  be  yours 
alsa  At  the  expiration  of  two  years  I 
shall  become  entitied  to  tbe  little  pro- 
perty  my  dear  fatber  left  me,  and  whicfa, 
like  the  portion»  belonging  to  Ellen  and 
to  Blanche,  is^  on  becoming  of  age,  en- 
tirely  at  my  own  disposal;  when  that 
day  of  independence  arrives,  we  can 
please  ourselves  in  regard  to  residence ; 
until  that  time  you  will,  of  course,  re^ 
main  with  me  at  Brooklands,  and  I 
doubt  not  we  shall  find  my  usual  an- 
nual  allowanee  suffice  for  us  both." 

Constance  afiectionately  kissed  the 
pale  cheek  of  her  agitated  friend  as  she 
concluded,  and,  without  giving  her  time 
to  reply,  glided  fi'om  the  apartment. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTERIX. 

To  the  suiprise  of  Trelawney»  he,  at  the 
oondudon  of  a  week  subsequent  to  the 
receipt  of  Mr.  Arlingford*8  letter,  had  a 
seoond  epistle  from  the  same  worthy 
gentleman  put  into  his  hand  by  old 
John ;  the  only  words  it  oontained  were 
these : — 


'*  You  have  my  consent  to  marry 
Ellen  Arlingford,  my  niece  and  ward. 

^'  Charles  Ablinofobd. 
*'  Brooklanda,  Octcber  Sth, 


Trelawney  was  motionless  from  sur- 
prise^  but  at  length  recovering  his  fiicul* 
tiesy  huiried  to  Fitzowen,  gave  him  the 

K  ff  inexplicable 
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inexplicable  note,  and  desired  him,  if 
possible,  to  solve  the  enigma. 

"  I  would  rather  advise  your  applying 
to  the  youngest  mter  ef  your  destined 
bride,"  Fitzowen,  kugfaing,  repHed ; 
*^  she  can  explain  this  apparent  mystery 
better,  f«r  better  than  I  caut  as  I  onl^ 
am  certain  she  is  the  fair  handmaiden 
dame  Fortui^e  hm  now  employed  to  be- 
friend  you.-^^" 

TreWn^y  iuternipted  bis  firiend  by 
#^claii»ing^-**''  Will  you  ride  oyer  with 
me  to  Brooklands  this  moming,  and  &0r 
deavour  to  discover  the  real  cause  of  my 
extraordinary  good  fortune  ?** 

"  Wüli»gly ;  yet  r«*  asaured  I  have 
already  dWi W  the  prinzipal  t^ent'' 

Tr^wney  did  not  reply,  but  imme- 
diately  ordering  th«  bor^^i^  ael  off"  at 
füll  speed  towards  Brooklands.  Arrived 
there,  he  instantly  inquired  for  Mr.  Ar- 
Ungford ;  the  gcti^U wiw  did  not  obvose 
t^  appeitr;  wQth^  :i«e«Me^  wa$  «mt^ 
f  «%ue$ting  W  ^(»  Umt  if  vAy  ftir  a  few 

moments; 
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ifiiMiieiiti;  litül  the  gentlemän  did  not 
choose  tb  apj^ear.  Mis.  Ariingfiird  then 
informed  the  impatient  lover  he  would 
find  EUeh  in  thö  ^urdeni  and  IHlaw- 
tRTJr  haBtehiüg  to  seek  her,  ikiet  tritb 
Constahee  just  entering  the  house;  ahe 
oonfirmed  her  atinfft  hitdligeneei  and 
joined  the  latter,  with  Fitzowen,  in  the 
d»fidsig«roonl;  wfaikt  Ellen  ei^oyed  a 
hxbg  tite^ä4Hi  walk  with  her  attaehed 
asnd  nbw-bappy  oompanioii. 

**  HaVe  ycfh  been  pkeiastüAy  engagied^ 
inqnired  Trebwnöy^  ön  tiieif  rätuitt  to 
lady  MaiiowäV  ^'  durin^  the  time  I  wai 
ataseht  ftom  Übe  rdonoi?'' 

**  Not  Btoie  80*  diaiH  faa  fanTe  been,  I 
cbübt  not,''  ¥itiL(rkmi  Üu^ing«  repU^d ; 
**  and  yet  methinlat  for  a  farid^gcoom* 
küßdt,  ydür  apiriti  db  not  ai|>peät  the 
moBt  deivted;"' 

^  BecäilBie  I  aili  liot  qpnttf  sattefied 
#itÜ  Mii.  A^ybjgford^a  cK>liduct^  nor  with 
iheailjnce  Cohrtaiice  preserves  towwds 
her  aiater  dn.  the  dame  poini;  for  ^he 

k6  lately 
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lately  has :  been,  as  you  tittfy'  sümiised^ 
tfae  ^nd  mover  and  director  of  all  odr 
ocmoerns." 

<*  Of  that  I  could  have  laid  my  ]i£d,^. 
replied  Fitzowen.  **  But  fröm  what 
cause  are  you  dissatisfied?  what  faäs 
Cönstance  at  least  done  to  dis^ease 
you?*' 

'^  That  18  prodsely  what  I  cfornot 
makeout;  butlam  oertAbi  Elkfn  akö 
is  confident  she  hos  oommitted  hersdf 
in  some  great  d^ee  with  that  tyrant 
Ailingford,  in  order  to  pröeüre  his  com 
s^dt  to  our  marriage ;  for  she  Im  repeatr 
edly  and  positivdy  dedined  satisfying 
her  sister  by  what  asgtmients  Bhe  pre* 
vailed  upon  their  unde  tö  withdi^w  the 
negative  he  gave  me.**  .      * 

**  Mr.  Arlüigford  haa  probably  denied 
her  again  visiting  lady  Maitowe^or iBven 
leaving  Brooklands  at  present/'  ri^ined 
Fitzowen.  ^  *'  I  have  yetisaah  Jbüt  littie 
of  Cönstance;  yet  that .  Uttle  whieh  r  (I 
kbow  of  her  disposition  enaUei  tlne  ctm^ 

•■'  \  fidently 
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fidently  to  assert,  there  is  searody  any 
äielfish  enjoyment  she  would  not  willing- 
ly  sacrifioe  to  ensüre  ihe  felidty  of  those 
she  loves.  But  pray  teil  me  now,  has 
your  fair  lady  yet  named  the  happy 
day?'' 

**  I  shall  see  Mr.  Arlingfbrd's  solidtor 
to-morrow»  and  as  the  writings  of  Ellen's 
settlement  will,  I  fancy,  be  confined  to 
a  very  little  space,  I  hope  to  present  her 
to  you  as  Mrs.  Trelawney  before  the 
Expiration  of  another  fortnight  But, 
Fitzowen,  your  good  offices  on  that  day 
vtill  he  required ;  Mr.  Arlingford  has  re- 
fiised  to  give  her  away,  and  Ellen  has 
therefore  aooed^  to  my  pkn,  if  you 
will  oblige  me,  of  substituting  you  in 
his  place/' 

Fitzowen  willingly  oonsented,  and 
Trelawney,  on  the  iumtow,  hastened  to 
aeek  the  man  of  law. 

Fitzowen  had  found  so  mudi  pleasure 
in  his  moming  tiints  at  Brooklands,  that 

when 
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wben  Qow>  l^  Ti^d&w»^'«  shßmo^  fae 
had  i)^,loiig^  m  es;iHise.for  riding  ttere^ 
be  eattoe  to  $h6  dctecounirtion  of  tentur- 
V£^  to  pres^t  hiimdf  wüiiout  one,  ^ 
lady  Maiiow^  by  acqusdiltitig  him  bis 
two  youngest  sisters  had  consented  to 
«pend a  fefW  dayft  if itb  her  ui.the  cpwse 
of  the  foUowin^  we^k,  happUy  fumi^hed 
bim  witb  a  plea;  ßüü  h0.  rode  over  tß 
iBfbrm  tbe  lad^  he  hop^^td  injtroduo^ 
bis  &voarite  4^dda  tD  tbtin  in  a  little 

tioie-    .... 

Cposlaaoe  e|^€iGw«d  tiiye  ^leaswre  riü^ 
fdt  at  tibe  proBp«gt.of  meeting  h^  {  ttod 
after  Fitso^es,  wbai  ^  liaiuil»  wt  ^^ 
tiog  witb  the  trio  tiie  wbcAe  o^ttwi^ 
had  taken  leaye)  sb^  ^sdaiBiiedrr-^  I 
wish  I  may  like  tbis  darling  Adell^i  fbt 
should  our  pr^pataeflAop  be.  .mutafdiy 
fiivtEHiraU^  if  y<Mi^  my  dmr^aon^  lw9 
no  objection,  I  sballidfite^Jbcar  WjspesMl 
^;few  dajfg.iA  Bicl($A^d^.WhenL  her  ifidt 
ta  lady  Aiairlaifi^  tentHtoateak" 

''I  should 
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*^  I  fihoiild  bo  mott  luqpfy  to  see  heiv 
or  any  friend  of  yonn^  my  love»  at  thii 
houae.  But  can  you  render  your  viiicle 
equally  aoquiesoent  ?** 

**  Oh»  I  have  no  fear  of  a  refusal  in 
that  quaiter»"  Constanoe»  kqghing^  re- 
turoedi  '*  my  uode  will  not  dare  to 
look  even  graver  than  usual  upon  the 
matter«" 

''  You  haye  oertmnly  employed  wxtob- 
ordt  in  your  dealings  latelj»  my  dear 
girl»"  Mrs.  Arlingford,  half-laughing^  re- 
joined ;  '*  for«  sinoe  yoa  gained  bis  con* 
sent  to  BUen'6  marnage^  he  rather  i^ 
pears  to  make  ooncessioM  tbon  to  re> 
quire  any  fix>m  you."* 

**  Our  conoeBsions  have  been  and  wiU 
oontinue  mutual,  dear  aunt,"  Constanoe, 
witb  her  usual  gaaety»  reptied.  ^  A  free» 
«nason  could  not  hava  more  strictlgr 
bound  biniBelf  to  aecrecy  tban  I  have^ 
QU  aU  tbat  passed  wiAb  say  «ncle;  he 
\m  promised  to  be  equaUj  unyicdding 
in  hia sUenoe;  and  I  tknnk  no  (»le  cm 

be 
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be  less  feared  fbr  breaking  anjr  detenni- 
hation  he  has  onoe  fbrmed." 

"  Then  by  what  means,  Constance^" 
hastily  inquired  Ellen,  **  have  you  been 
suceessful  in  regard  to  that  he  made  re- 
specting  Trelawney  and  myself  ?  Oh, 
how  much  I  wish/'  she  continued,  tak- 
ing  her  sister's  band,  and  speaking  in 
the  most  eamest  manner — **  how  much 
I  wish  you  would  teil  me  all !  my  future 
oomfort  will  otherwise  ever  be  embitter- 
ed  by  the  idea  of  your  having  made 
some  great  sacrifice  to  bis  tyranny— no- 
thing  less,  I  am  eertain,  could  have  in- 
duced  him  thus  readUy  to  coiüply ;  and 
yet  he  was  scarcely  civil  to  Lionel,  when 
he  thanked  him  for  the  concession  in  bis 
favour.** 

«  Indeed  I  have  promised  nothing 
that  will  afiect  either  my  present  or 
future  happiness,  dearest  Ellen,"  Con- 
stance,  afiectionately  kissing  her  sister, 
replied ;.  *^  therefore  set  your  poor  trem- 
bling  heart  at  rest,  and  be  assured  my 

comfort^ 
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oomfbrt,  instead  of  being  diminish^,  18 
increased  by  the  issue  of  my  last  petition 
to  my  unde." 

£Uen's  heart  was  too  fuU  to  permit 
her  then  saying  more.    Constanoe  re. 
treated  to  Julians  apartment,  and  Mra. 
Arlingford  to  cfaange  her  dress,  as  diiK» 
ner  would  soon  be  announced,  and  sbe 
well  knew  no  greater  ofienoe  could  be 
glven  than  making  her  lord  and  master 
wait  a  moment  äfter  it  was  on  the  table. 
From  this  day  to  that  of  Trelawney's 
retum,  no  entreaties  were  spared  by  El- 
len to  persuade  her  sister  to  disdose  the 
natüre  of  the  compact  entered  into  be- 
tween  her  and  her  unde ;  Constance  was 
inflexibly  silent,  only  again  requesting 
£llen  to  make  herseif  easy  upon  the 
subject.    But  as  the  time  of  their  long; 
perhaps  final,  Separation  drew  near,  it 
was  no  easy  task  either  for .  Constancfe 
or  her  sister  to  preserve  any  composure 
of  mind;  the  former  wept  in  private, 
though,  when  with  Ellen,  she  endei^ 

voured 
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vouTed  io  sootfae^  cheer,  and  reoandlje 
tier  tö  the  partii^;  poor  Ellen  thouglit 
she  would  have  given  wörlds  to^  have 
been  abk  to  recall  the  pramise  she  bad 
made  TrehWney,  and  accuaed  het«elf  of 
higratitude^  and  incapable  öf  tbat  ardent 
nflfection  to  her  sister  whieb  the  latter 
iiäd  tö  repeotedly  manifested  for  her; 
and  mdancfaoly  indeed  was  the  parfy 
tbat  assembfed  in  the  brei^fastr4t)oiii, 
oh  tfae  iHornmg  wfaiöh  w^.  to  be  tl^e 
4ast  'EHen  ivöald  ^pend  at  l^ropklavds* 

Fitzowen  wa&^ühliil  to  his  prpnaise; 
tie  gav^  the  ttremblii^  bride  to  her  loag- 
Idved  Trdawneyv  and  quickfy  en^iiig 
Ühit  find  adieüs»  fifted  her  into  the  ebaifie 
"t^idi  Wfl8  ia  waiting  at  tfaeohut^h  dopr, 
and  fetumed  with  Mrs.  Arlingford  and 
lier  weep(ng  niece  to.tbe  Hall. 

Mr.  ArMngford  had  refused  to  give 
bis  partihg  fareweU  to  the  bride  and 
bridegroom,  nor  .would  he  make  his  ap- 
piearaifce  äie  rest  of  the  day,  which  Fits^- 
Owen  invtted  himself  to  paesa  with  the 

ladies. 
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ladies.  Julia,  to  prove  her  aifection  ibr 
ConstaDce,  exerted  herseif  to  join  the 
party  at  dinner ;  and  her  cxHisin^  anxious 
to  evince  her  gratitude  for  this  proof  of 
syxopsithizing  regard^  sopthed  by  the 
khidneas  of  Mr&  Arlüigford^  and  thank- 
ful  to  Fitzowen  for  hb  patemal  attefe- 
tion,  was  enabled»  ere  the  meal  was  oob- 
dudedy  to  con verse  with  some  degree  of 
her  natural  oheerfulness.  The  conversa- 
tum  of  Fitzowen,  always  most  pleasing» 
was  rendered,  by  bis  wish  to  amuse  the 
minda  of  his  friends^  more  fiisdnating 
than  ever;  and  the  absence  of  Mr.  Ar- 
Ui^fi>rd  was  forgotten,  tili  Fitzowen, 
^Q^h  unwillingly,  was  obliged  to 
make  bis  parting  bow. 

The  next  morning,  and  the  next,  and 
again  the  next»  Clonstance  found  him  at 
the  breakfast-table — a  meal  which  Mr. 
Arlingford  never  partook  in ;  and  so  re« 
gular  bis  Visits  now  became,  that  if  he 
chanoed  to  be  an  hour  later  than  usnalp 
the  trio  expressed  their  surprise ;  and  if 

prevented 
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prevented  Coming  at  all,  even  Mrs.  Ar- 
lingford  confessed  the  moming  was  more 
than  usually  dull,  and  neither  Julia  nor 
Constance  thought  of  taking  their  daily 
ride  or  walk.  At  length  one  moming 
he  arrived  more  than  commonly  early ; 
Constance  was  the  only  person  yet  in 
the  breakfast-ropm,  and  with  a  counte- 
nance  animated  with  pleasure  he  inform- 
ed  her,  lady  Marlowe  expected  his  sisters 
to  dinner  on  that  day,  and  that  he  was 
the  bearer  of  an  invitation  to  her  from 
lady  Marlowe,  who  hoped  she  would 
meet  the  travellers  at  Elm  House. 

Constance  expressed  great  pleasure  at 
hearing  of  the  Miss  Fitzowens'  arrival ; 
but  colouring,  hesitating,  and  confused, 
she  added,  it  would  not  be  in  her  power 
to  avail  herseif  of  lady  Marlowe's  invi- 
tation. 

**  Why  not  ?•*  hastily  retumed  Fitz- 
Owen;  "  her  ladyship  will  detain  you 
only  for  the  day ;  though  I  know  it  is 
her  intention  to  call  here  to^morrow, 

and 
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and  request  your  aunt  to  spare  you  for 
a  longer  period.  Perhaps  you  may  not 
be  wiUing  to  quit  your  poor  cousin  for 
any  length  of  time ;  but  to  a  few  hours 
al^nce  surely  you  cannot  object  ?** 

**  I  am  very  sorry — ^it  is  a  great  disap- 
pointmenty"  Constance  murmured  out— 
**  but  indeed  I  cannot  go." 

Fitzowen  looked  not  only  disappoint- 
ed,  but  hurt  at  her  refusal,  and  some- 
what  cooUy  said — **  I  am  tben  to  inform 
lady  Marlowe  you  are  not  inclined  to 
meet  my  sisters,  either  for  a  day  or  a 
still  shorter  period  of  time." 

**  You  will  then  advance  an  assertion 
that  is  far  from  being  correct»"  Constance 
eagerly  replied.  **  But  if  you  will  have 
the  kindnes»  to  inform  her  ladyship  that 
my  uncle — On  second  thoughts,"  half- 
smiling,  she  continued,  **  I  had  better 
perhaps  not  trust  to  your  veracity ;"  and 
immediately  sitting  down  to  her  desk» 
C<»istance  wrote  a  short  note  of  apology 
to  lady  Marlowe. . 

Fitaiowen 
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Mtzowen  promised  to  deliver  it;  änd 
after^  a  few  monl€i%ts  silence  he  QxdaitB^ 
ed^— '^fhave^been  endeavouring,  todis- 
cav&t  the  redl  cause  öf  a  re^sal  so  de- 
termined,  and  I  now  fency.my  mental 
res$aiX3he&  are  sueoessfui :  is  not  tbe  pro- 
mise  of  deolining  lady  Marlowe's  inyita» 
tions  to  Elm  House»  orie  dT  tfie  thifiy- 
nine  sigfied  ^d  seakd  artides  between 
yoa  and  Mf.  Arlingford?'' 

iCoiistatibe  started,  Unsbed,  and  re- 
ploed-^^^f'Has  Trelaivney  been  so  ibolisfa 
aa:to«  poblisb  bis  suspicions^  ?  Nay  then, 
if  that  be  the  case,  I  may  as  well  Ihmest^ 
ly  raäoiowledge  your  suitnise  is  in  some 
pQuit&'  correct ;  t  am  not  Jbf*  ever  de- 
barrsd  tbe  bappiness  of  joining  la^ 
Marioifeis  deiightfol  parties,  hntatpre- 
samt  I  äm<  cte^^inly  probibited  aeeepting 
an-  invitatäon  fröm  our  »nmtad  'iHend:^  * 

'  ^  AQ(),äre^iDy  sist^r&  to  be  denied  the 
ploasiireiüf  csfllingv  upon^  3^11  .a^  Ift'eofe^ 
la|^2'^  F^zewöD  ai»ious}y' in^mfe^.^ 
'*  N09  indeed ;  I  shall-  bi^fnest^  ^^^^VfT 

r  to 


ness^  they  Wiitt  wnüew^n^  to  ^11,  qpoix 
me.  But  you;  mwsfe  wt»  Mr,  5!it2Wi^€jij, , 
perm|ttbe>aQkno)i^l^gim6nt  JLhaVje  qi%4^ 
relative  to.what  h9&;p^«»d  b^we^;iny, 
unde  and  ine,  tq  ps^.yQur;  lip$;.  ivpd 
again  I  xamt  nepeüt»  it  v^ii$  ve^y  fpoliah, 
on  TxelawneyXp^rt,  tor— !' 

^.TomSoxm  9Uöh  an  iinpertia^nt,  pry* 
iiig  dog  as  I  am«  any  tbiDg  pf;  the  ma(>^ 
tei^''  Eitzowen«  witb  a  snüjli^.  9a)dg^  a§ 
she  hesitated:  finbhing  th^.  l9^t<  simtßpp^, 
CDOfitance .  laugh^;  but,  a$,.  Fitj;^Y^§n 
also  declared,  was  tpo.  C^dld  V>  Q9Ptr^-> 
dict  bim ;  and  after  looking  earnestly  at 
her  for  a  few  seconds,  he  added — "  One 
artide  I  have  already  made  out;  the 
other  thirty-eight  a  little  Observation  on 
Mr.  Arlingford's  conduct  will,  I  doubt 
not,  soon  enable  me  to  disoover." 

Constance  now  coloured  highly»  as, 

forcing  a  laugh,  she  said — "  You  must 

then  be  denied  admittance  here,  if  that 

18  your  intention ;  but  perhaps  it  is  of 

>  no 
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DO  oonsequeno^  as  I  tuncy  even  your 
Penetration  will  be  at  a  loss;  nor  will 
your  curiodty  be  weU  rewarded,  even  if 
sucoessful,  as  ihe  lest  <^  our  treaty^  as 
you  term  it»  is  not  oomposed  c^  artides 
of  much  greater  cxxisequence." 

Fitzowen  shook  bis  head  in  rather  an 
unbelieving  manner,  but  the  entrance  of 
Mrs..  Arlingford  and  Julia  prevented  bis 
saying  more»  and  be  was  obliged  to  leave. 
them  as  soon  as  break&st  was  ov»,  as 
he  bad  promised  to  meet  bis  sisters  on 
tbe  road,  and  esoort  Üiem  tbe  r^nainder 
of  tbdr  way  to  'Etax  House. 


¥  • 
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Ik  (u  ahort  a  iime  ««  pcmiUe  CkMMtonee 

reoeived  a  letter  frojia  h^  sow  miHie  ihm 
09m  beloyed  EUeOf  infiofikiing  lytr  tbat 
sbe,  mthlier  husbancl,  fm»  etiU  i»  JUw* 
doDt  inaking  the  roquiMte  jpffl|iii«tPO0(i 
ftr  ihßir  long  yoy^get-^exfiresNRig^  in 

evor /«ontinu«  to  fißi^  for  th?  ^xinüpp« 
tfctt  faM  ^^em  owfik  w  her  ^vpivr,  «n4f 
£qr  :t)ie  1«^  Um?!  requestiog  Ca9s<;a||Q9 
ta  Mqufwt  faer  with  the  pacvet  Bgiet^ 
mmt  «ciatipg  l)etw«m  Mr.  lArüngfoEd 

mA  kem^.   Cowtemß  al^o  km^  froi« 

Qtacbßi  wbo  WM  y^t  rp«Mi|lg  jirith  Mir«, 
W(iBa«c;  ^nä  wiJKb  wl>o<n^  if  l^dy  Mfif^ 

l^m»  MWtinued  m«of«ihl«,  ahe  ipr«B  tp 
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porsued,  and  having  received  the  lett» 
on  the  morning  lady  Marlowe  intended 
calling  at  Brooklands,  she  resolved,  as 
Blanche  had  not  written  in  virulent 
terms  respeeting  her  ladyship,  to  shew 
her  the  Contents,  and  awaited,  with  add- 
ed  impatienoe,  the  hour  wh^i  she  might 
^bably  be  expected. 

JuK ay  who  had  never  yet  seen  the  vh^ 
oonntess,  and  did  not  feel  in  spirits  auffi* 
ciently  strong  to  «loounter  her  violmit 
ones;  set  oqt  on  her  daily  ride;  Mrs« 
Arlingford  was  confined  to  her  room  by 
a  headache,  and  Constance  was  ^tting 
alone,  watehing  anxiously  for  the  arrival 
of  her  visitors,  when  Mr.  Delapre  enter««^ 
ed  the  apartment  Surprised  athis  ttn^ 
expected  appearance,  and  not  exaotly) 
dertain  that  he  had  reerived  the  letter- 
Julia  had,  by  her  advioe,  written  ^m» 
and  in.  which  she  released  hira-*  ftimi 
^very  engagement  they  had  prarlously^ 
ent^red  iiito,  Constance  was  iH  prepaMd^ 
to  i^^ve '  ha-  vibitor ;  and  divkied  in 


THE  UKCI^S.  filft 

f^lnion  of  him^  she  now  hatf^xtended 
her  band  to  meet  bis,  tben  as  hastiljr 
withdrew  it  again»  ookmred  viokntly« 
and  murmured  a  few  words  exidanatory. 
of  Julia'a  absmce,  which  ivere  perfectly 
uninfedligible. 

.  Delapre  bowed  a  silent  assent,  but 
Constance  perceived  his  thoughts  were 
wandering;  and  as  be  cx>ntinued  ear- 
nefitly  to  gaze  at  her,  sbe  imagined  be 
was  on  tbe  point  of  addressing  her  üpon 
tbe  subject  of  Julia's  last  letter  to  bim : 
but  whatever  were  bis  intentions»  tbfy 
were  destined,  for  tbe  present»  to  lemaiti 
unknown  to  bis  oompanion ;  for«  as  he 
reoovered  from  tbe  reverie  in  wbi<^  he. 
bad  been  wrapt,  and  was  going  to  speak, 
tbe  servant  announced  tbe  arrival  of  lady. 
Marlowe  and  tbe  Miss  Fitzowens ;  and 
relievedt  by  tbeir  presence»  from  tbe 
«nbarrassment  Ddapre's  manner  bad. 
caused«  Constance  burried  fiiH'ward  to; 
receive  them« 
In  tbe  person  of  Mirtilda  Fitzowenn 

LS  tbe 
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^tzo}ß[e9k  promised  to  deliver  it;  änd^ 
after^a  few  möxnmts  silence  he  Qxdaitn^ 
ed*— *?•  !•  have  been  endeavouring.  to  dls- 
cov^the  real  cause  öf  a  r^sal  so  de- 
termined,  and  I  now  fency.  my  mental 
res^arche»  arö  successfid :  is  not  tbe  pro- 
nAae  dS  dedlhiing  lady  Marlowe^s  invita^ 
tions  to  Elm  Houae»  oiie  of  t6ß  thirty- 
TiviiQ  signed  diS(}A  sealed  artides  between 
yö»  and  Mt.  Arlingford  ?" 

iCcHiataDbe  started,  Uusbed,  and  re- 
pbed-^^^f'Has  Trelawney  been  so  fooli^fa 
aaito«pi]blisbhi^suspidon&?  Näy  tben, 
if  that  be  the  case,  I  may  as  well 'bonest^ 
ly  aeknowledge  3Four  saitmse  is  m  some 
pointS'  eorpect ;  L  am  not  ß>i^  ever  de- 
bamsd  tbe  bappiness  of  jeining  ladjr 
Mailonpets  delightfal  parties,  hat  atpre- 
semt.l  äoi  e^^inly  prohibited  accqpting 
an-  invitation  fröm  our  ^nrntnsd  'friend:^ ' 

^AQc^^javeinoy  lästere  to  be  denied  tbe 
ploftsiireof  csdling^  upon-  jroü .a&  Bi^k^ 
lai;^??^;  I^tzeiMn  aiia^iously  i!iqa3re#> 

''  No»  indeed ;  I  shall*  biMBOst^  ^^^^PT ' 

to 


tfaem,  iC  after  «ly.^piMWC»!  rude^ 
they  will  condeso^nd  to  QilVupoQ 
But  you.  must  mU  ^f  Fit^yr^^j 
Lt  tbe>aokDö  wJedgmeDt  I.  havß  ipa^ß 
ve  to.what haapo^wd  b^twe^  my, 
I  and  me»  tp  p9s$  your  lip9 ;.  apd. 
i  I  mu9t  repept,  )t  \^ii«  very  fppliah, 
relawney!s.part,  to-  " 
To  inforni  9UQh  an  ioipertii^^nt»  pry* 
log  as  I  am«  any  tbing  pf  the  matr. 

FitzoweQ,  with  a  snül^  a^d«  ^ 
hesitated  finishiog  th^  l|tst  s^ntßpc^ 
stanoe .  laughed»  but,  a$.  Fit«iAij(r^ 

declared,  was  too  cwdld  t(Q  opptra-^ 

him ;  and  after  looking  earaestly  at 
for  a  few  seconds,  he  added — "  One 
cle  I  have  already  made  out;  the 
er  thirty-eight  a  little  Observation  on 
.  Arlingford's  conduct  will,  I  doubt 
;,  soon  enable  me  to  disoover.'* 
Constance  now  coloured  highly,  as, 
cing  a  laugh,  she  said — "  You  must 
3n  be  denied  admittance  here,  if  that 
your  intention ;  but  perhaps  it  is  of 
>  no 
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no  consequence,  as  I  fancy  even  your 
Penetration  will  be  at  a  loss;  nor  will 
your  curiosity  be  well  rewarded,  even  if 
successful,  as  the  rest  of  our  treaty^  as 
you  term  it,  is  not  composed  c^  artides 
of  much  greater  oonsequence." 
'  iFitzowen  shook  bis  head  in  rather  an 
unbelieving  manner,  but  the  entrance  of 
Mrs.Arlingford  and  Julia  prevented  bis 
saying  more,  and  be  was  obliged  to  leavie. 
diem  as  soon  as  breakfast  was  over,  as 
he  bad  promised  to  meet  bis  sisters  <m 
the  road,  and  esoort  tbem  the  remainder 
of  their  way  to  Elm  House. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTERX 


it  Bhort  A  iim^  m  ipimiki»  Coof tonee 

dved  a  letter  froj»  h^  »QW  xdqw  thm 

r  beloTed  Ellen,  tnforttning  l>«r  tbat 
»  9V3th  ber  hvsband,  vmi  »tili  i»  Liqr* 
I»  raakiDg  the  requiMte  pr«9i»viitK>m 
thßir  long  royn^et-^exfH^sfiwg,  |n 
iry  Une,  the  gmteful  9e»aa  she  ^bwM 
sr  «ontimie  to  fiwl  for  th?  ^xertiop« 
rt  hfA  kern  mßd^  vbl  her  f/iYQwc,  m^, 

Mquwit  fa«r  with  tbe  nra^  i^iee^ 
3Dt  -exiating  betwow  Mr.  Arikigford 

Micbei  wbo  WM  y^t  Fp«ding  ^kb  Mrs« 
rjfla«e;  aiid  wi)^  wbom,  if  Imly  Mjar^ 

MipitfpiKMe  tJme  )png«r«  Tbk  pWbff 
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parsued,  and  having  received  the  letter 
OD  the  moming  lady  Marlowe  intended 
calling  at  Brooklands,  she  resolved,  as 
Blanche  had  not  written  in  virulent 
terms  respecting  her  ladyship,  to  shew 
her  the  contents,  and  awaited,  with  add- 
ed  impatience,  the  bour  when  she  might 
^obably  beexpected, 

Jutta,  who  had  never  yet  seen  the  vis* 
cOQHtess,  and  did  not  feel  in  spirits  euffi« 
ciently  s^rong  to  encounter  her  violeirt 
onesv'  set  oqt  on  her  daily  ride;  Mrs. 
ArHngford  was  confined  to  her  room  I^ 
a  headache,  and  Constance  w^  ^tting 
alone,  watching  anxiously  for  the  arrival 
of  her  visitors,  when  Mr.  Delapre  enteir^ 
ed  the  apartment  Surprised  at  bis  »n*^ 
expected  appearance,  and  not  exacdy^ 
dertain  that  he  had  reeeiyed  tbe  lettei^ 
Julia  had,  by  her  advice,  written  him, 
and  in.  which  she  released  bim-^fiimi 
äv^ry  engagement  they  had  previoudy^ 
entfered  ihto,  Constance  was  ill  {N^eputdi 
to  i^oeive  h«*  vi&itor;  and  divided  in 
f^       i  opmk>n 
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on  of  him,  she  now  haK^xtended 
band  to  iiieet  his,  tben  as  faastily 
drew  it  again»  ookmred  violendy« 
murmured  a  few  words  ex^danatory. 
ulia'a  abeencse,  which  were  perfectly 
itelligible. 

^elapre  bowed  a  silent  assent,  but 
stanoe  perceived  his  thoughts  were 
idering;  and  as  he  oontinued  ear- 
ly  to  gaze  at  her,  she  imagined  he 

on  the  pomt  of  addressing  her  üpon 
subject  of  Julia's  last  letter  to  him : 

whatever  were  his  intentions»  th^y 
re  destined,  for  the  present,  to  rematn 
known  to  Ms  oompanion ;  fbr,  as  he 
overed  from  the  reverie  in  whi^  he. 
i  been  wrapt,  and  was  going  to  speak, 
i  servant  announced  the  arrival  of  lady. 
arlowe  and  the  Miss  Fitzowens :  loid 
lieved,  by  their  presence»  from  the 
ibarrassment  Ddapre's  manner  had. 
used,  Constance  hurried  forward  to; 
ceive  tfaem« 

In  tbe  person  of  Matilda  Fitzowen,: 

L  S  the 
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the  eider  of  the  two  üstas,  slie  met  an 
Aegmt  Mttle  creatore,  witfa  a  «ort  fie».' 
iDj^  cflkihtekmioe  and  mttinir;  hA  ter 
a!(tent9oii  iinmedkitelj  fixang  cn  j^eh, 
trhom  i^tzowen»  ^th  jevident  pride  onA 
pleasure,  now  introduced,  die  liebeld  » 
&ee  and  figure  cqualFjr  mterettitig  and 
gtsnaeGaA^  and  she  bludied  at  the  reeeBm^ 
tum  of  the  high  ^oon^liment  «tiidi  ?äie 
brother  of  Adelt  had  pnd  bm,  wlien  lir 
aiserted  tim  elegant  yatmg  wofnon  i» 
sembled  her  extrenoely.  But  the  s^ 
l0ve  of  Comtaiice  was  not  mflkientljr 
grisat  «D  blind  iier  to  the  eriAettt  lÄ» 
vahtege  Adela  pccaessed  onrer  4ier  in 
persovial  loveüness^  yet  fiir  from  being 
m<»tilied  at  the  cKseovery^t^fae  smBed  in 
unafieoted  appidbailaoii  0a  faer  neir  m^ 
qciaintanee,  and  entering  inlo  centvrM^ 
tiofi  wüh  her,  seon  found  reasoo^toritfU 
nritie  her  mentai  aoeQispli9Aimenta.ifdl  o 
much  as  her  pmioBal  baanty«  iMbreitima 
half-an-hour  passed  in  pleasingiand'ai»- 
mated  oonva^iation ;  Adela^appwiedito 

have 
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hmm  hif^r  Ipirits  than  her  brother,  and 
CcutonKt  tx  tfae  first  time  sinoe  EUen's 
dqfMtrtore^  ki^gbed  and  chatted  with  het 
aocnstomed  gaiety« 

Lady  Marlowe  found  an  opportunity 
of  sayiiig  to  her>  in  a  low  tone — *'  Well, 
ig  there  really  any  thing  so  very  repel« 
lent  in  my  young  rUitors  as  still  to  in« 
duce  yoa  to  sbun  their  sodety  ?^ 

Ck>nstance  eagerly  replied  it  was  not 
her  own^  bot  her  unde's  wish  she  should 
iK>t  kaire  bome  at  present;  '^  for  my 
aRtnti"  she  added»  with  a  heightened  co« 
lour  at  making  the  excuse,  **  is  very  un«» 
wdU  and  the  spirits  of  my  cousin  Julia 
are  still  so  low    ■■  n,"* 

^  No  more,  my  dear  Constance,"  lady 
Marlowe,  laughiug,  exdaimed^— ^  I  see 
plainly  it  is  not  disinclination  on  yonr 
part  that  prevents  my  sedng  you  at  Elm 
Houae;  make  tberefore  no  more  lame 
excuaes^^they  are  not  like  yourself ;  and 
take  this  my  adrioe  at  parting:  never 
deviate  irom  your  natural  candour,  if 

L  3  ever 
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ever  yott  wish  to  app^ar  to  advantag# 

in  the  eyes  of *"  her  ladyship  löoked 

towards  Fitzowen  as  she  spdce^  and^ 
with  a  significant  tone^  added — "  of 
your  partial  friends." 

**  I  never  wish'  to  appear  otherwftö 
than  I  really  am  to  any  of  my  fiiends,*' 
Constance,  with  rather  a  proud  look»  re- 
plied;  then  tuming  to  the  Miss  Fitz^ 
owens^  she  expressed  a  bope  of  seeing 
them  soon  ajgain  at  BrooMands;  andi 
Without  any  Symptom  of  confusion  at 
the  hint  kdy  Marlowe  had  given  tela^» 
tive  to  their  brother,  shook  hands  with 
him  at  parting,  after  informing  him  she 
had  that  morning  heard  from  her  dear 
sister,  Mrs.  Trelawney* 

The  pleasure  Constance  now  antid- 
pated  from  the  society  of  these  riew 
friends  was,  ere  a  fortnight  had  elapsed» 
most  unhappily  checked  by  a  renewal 
öf  the  indisposition  of  Julia»  who»  harass« 
ed  by  the  return  and  stränge  behaviont 
^f  Delapre,  again  droQped  nnder  bei*  r^ 

peated 


peated  trads.  Ddapre  had  met  her  in 
his  usual  maniier;  when  retuming  from 
her  ride,  she  had  unexpectedly  found 
him  Et  Brooklands;  nor  did  he,  jby  the 
slightest  hint,  intimate  hi«  havuig  re« 
ceived  bar  letter.  Perplexed  and  grieved 
by  such  conduct,  with  spuits  not  yet 
reeovered  from  the  afaock  her  parents' 
loss  had  ooeasioned,  poor  Julians  frame 
sunk  under  all  tbese  distressmg  circum- 
stanoes;  and  Constaiioe  and  Mrs.  Ar-« 
lingford  soon  pereeived  a  great  altera- 
tion  for  the  worse  iii  her  appcfaranoe, 
whilst  her  countensmce  too  evidently 
betrayed  tbe  indispösition  from  whieh 
»he  suffered.  Not  one  word  of  complaint 
eseaped  the  Ups  of  their  interesting  pa* 
tieht,  but  Constance,  in  alarm  the  most 
paihful»  too  plainly  säw  the  Symptoms 
of  the  same  insidious  disorder  which  had 
depived  her  of  a  mother,  becoming  eacb 
day  more  apparemt  in  her  s veet  cousin ; 
the  hectic  colour»  yiolent  oougfa,  and 
dif&culty  of  bt'eathing,  that.  had  beforei 

L  4  ushered 
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mlieirfd  inr.tfe  flenjr  bf  one  i^otlve  aa 
dcar  tar  faeiv  bmd  fiiteped  on  Juli»  bM 
itixmgly  to  far  rmme  Üsän  teisofpOmnfy 
mUerdd  fa^  1%:  Frankfaiaii/wliänni  G^Aif 
stancer  insiiteil  uptnt  ctaIHng  iil^-«4i  BfteV* 
iure  JmCa  W»  oliidf  avieiM  toy  {{»  she 
kneW  ril  tbe  ex^^nce  attendant  wouU 
fidl  wbolljr  iiptar  Ihe  j[iriirat€[  lAlawaiiae 
of  fatt  firünfl.  Bnt  tke  httor  Waif  boC 
ta  fav  deterrod  hf  tbasü  Ctspeikttlatim» 
frdm  re^eiting  hb  idvidk ;  «nd  tbe  mh^ 
sweM  hi  gsYe  td  her  eag^r  inquifieS  toff 
sfirely  inftraiated  that  her  alartn  hää  soft 
Mto  iiiifeuiided«M<^^  Your  unfilrtiitfite 
fiteild,  my  dear  Mimf  Arfing^rd,"  eon« 
tiira^  tbe  btaeTolent  plfysioaäw  ^*  hai^ 
ndther  youi^  strengüi  of  mind  nbr  oosk 
i^atioil  to  eiiable  her  to  iSke  w&pmst 
to  tilo  tmlf  khe  Ims  heaA  viatted  Witbr 
^6h  tktfWi  bbe  odnqiiaibiB  appear  td  De 
utofdi  moreaeed  b^  mentid  ki^iuefndKr 
Yotf  must  keep  bcr  mind  bs  wsy  afr 
j^miibte)  »d  nu^  perfaafH^  by  eonAin«l' 
itfg  tfte  giteift  ilir0  oMt  attention  I  hSWfr 

ever 
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e¥«r  Men  jou  display»  proloog  the  time 
oClwr  iDJottrning  on  eBrth." 

Constanoe  ahed  tesra  of  the  anoefoit 

scxrrow  at  thi0  crafirmadäan  of  all  htr 

fimrs»  and  tras  indulging  ber  grief  am» 

otTBimdly  tätet  Dx.  Fmnkman's  depnw 

tlxre»  when  a  tap  at  the  door,  and  Fite- 

Qwen*a  entrance  Immediatefy  aAer»  made 

ftKor  aläfft  up»  and  hastily  ruie  fiom  tht 

ehaSx  b]r  whioh  she  faad  heea  koeeling, 

«ad  baen  mentally  invoking  ^  renewal 

of  ibat  fortitude  which,  for  the  present, 

had  fonaken  her. 

.•  Piteowen  had  enteeed  xnore  than  imt- 
a%  animated^  but  the  ilUsop^eased 
grief  (^  CoDstanoe  bankbed  ifwtaiitane- 
ousljr  the  ha|^  expression,  and  one  of 
the  nkbst  eacnest  surprise,  mingled  with 
alarm  and  tK)now,  succeeded,  as  in  tones 
urhich  reached  her  heart,  .and  rendered 
\ftr\  totaliy  unable  any  longer  to  repress 
iier.  tearsy  he  inquired  if  bis  fears  were 
Inst,  and  tbat  her  cousin  was  even  woiw 
ihan.'had  faeen  imagined  ? 
' )'  '  L  5  Constance 


Constance  could  at  first  only  atiswet 
him  by  a  despairing  shake  of  the  head ; 
but  the  füll  view  öf  the  loss  she  was  so 
likely  to  sustain  appearing,  in  the  next 
noment,  more  strorigly  before  her»  she 
dasped  her  hands  together  in  agony  too 
powerful  for  restraint,  as^  in  a  ymce  at 
most  suffocated  widi  sobs,  she  energeti-^ 
eally  exdaimed— '^  Deatb  or  absenee 
will  soon  deprive  me  of  all  I  love  best 
OD  earth ! — Pray,  pray  excuse,''  she  cofi^ 
tinued,  raising  her  eyes  to  Fitzowen» 
**  this  display  of  feelings  no  longer  un« 
der  my  own  control ;  I  did  not  ^Lpect 
you^~I  never  thought  of  aeeing  any  one, 
or  I  wouki  not  have  thus  exposed  my* 
seif.  But  indeed  I  canm^  help  theae 
tears;  I  loved  Julia  equally  witb  my 
dearest  and  now  far  distant  Elleo.'' 

^'  I  am  fuUy  aware»  my  dear  Mi» 
Arlingford»**  retumed  Fltzoiven,  gently 
taking  her  hand,  **  that  I  am  an  intnider 
at  this  moment ;  but  yet  I  know  not 
faow  to  tear  myself  away  ftom  .yoin    If , 

Adela 


AdeU  were  in  distress,  nothing  woiikl 

tempt  me  to  kave  her;  and  your  mind 

has,  ever  sinoe  I  have  had  the  pleasore 

of  knowiiig  you>  appöared  so  very  simjh» 

lar  to  herSy  it  is  scarbely  possible  fot  you 

to  experieiioe  either  joy  or  grief  without 

my  partidpating  in  it;  and  I  have  also 

seen  so  much  lately  of  your  interesting 

relation,  that  I  oanhot  witness  her  r^pid 

deeay  vrithout  sensations  of  thö  acutebt 

sorro w.    Sweet,  angelid  Julia  1  $he  is  al« 

teady  fitt^  fot  the  bkssed  abode  which, 

1  doubt  not,  is  prepared  for  her  among 

kindred  spirits  made  perfect  in  heaven." 

Fitaowen  was  oveicome  by  bis  own 

.  sensations,  and  unable  to  attempl  für» 

tber  the  office  of  erasoler,  he  hung  over 

tfae  wteping  finrm  of  his  companion,  iit 

emotiori  nearly  as  unconCroUäble  i»  her 

own.-^^  Bat,  my  sweet  firiend/'  h6  cot>- 

tinited,  when .  he  could  again  trüst  his 

VDice»  ^  our  poor  invalid  is  not  yet  takeH 

ftotn:  US ;  kihdness  dnd  attention,  such 

as  yaurs, .  may  yet  acoomplish  what  it  is 

not 
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Mb  in  Üi^pamex  <tf  tb»  wfaofe  iTmtoHb 
imäka  to  efRoot  sP^dbaps  abaage  vime 
imuld  prove  benefidal;  asid/to  own  the 
ttiil^,  my  dfltk«^<b. tutend. oiUing  opoo 
yoa  in  the  odttris^  of  thi^  momingv  to 
M^t  you  und  Ju&i  te  Mtiirn  mth 
Ih0|n  to  Ivy  Chx)8«»-4tidR^  i;  haTe.pte^ 
96AtA  theb  only  tö/tinite  my  etidea^ 
<^^f6  with  kidijns  to  indude  3rou  .to  ootn^ 
plyw  AUoMT  mi^  «bwefere  «o  ^res«  y^ 
itiof«  mmissÜy « thifc  nqu^s^  «(Sid  kc  not 
a  faasty  procaise^  ^vtn  balf  in  jest  to 
your  UDde,  prevail  i(n  aieh  a  case  as  the 
present" 

L  Oonistanoe  knew  too  wäA  the  firtimise 
^ich  FitBoweli  ealled  a  hasly  tone  tras 
nofc  taken  in  Bny  bat  a  most^serioos 
ügbfe;  and  tbis  irefieokioii  wöqki  iiaire 
«dÜed  td  her  ^Ksent  6omiw>  had  not 
Dr.  £*l*ankmaä  'tbat- iinrning  tsldrlier 
that  Jaliay  if  she  üvedto  the  ipiin^ 
«origfat  than  perhapa  &^  iienefiit  ra 
idiMige  o£  air:;  bot  tbat»^fbr  ti».  whole 
ofibe  äpproadiing  wintei^  itwaanecei^ 

^ary 


cAk€»  ihdulA  be  ooitfitiedl  Mkurbim 
xibot  o»  an  adjoiAiiig'  dMtriitg'iMnv 
6h  w«f«  to  be  kept  in  ii  paiti€o)ir 

rbk  «Ottlbltnd  öf  tll»  |lllyd«lMl  riM 
fifiaiXAittlMiä  to  '^tkirtrWt  «d  tk«  cRs. 
MintttieflC  Im  Mt  Oa  höariitg  ii  vtU 
ibl«  «4rett  td  fcitf  Oöitipankm,  wHd  now 
(HefMd  ii6  ^i^ould  exouse  her.ftäeing^ 
{ slt^ri  tiMt  da}^,  m  (^  had  rend^Md 
rfldf  toidlly  unfit  ibr  any  mor«  om^ 

ffSdtldl!). 

fltiMWei»  ptiottttsecl  Iftstotitty  to  {VM^ 
itit  hef  beittg  agAin  dtstOfb«d  i  bot  iä 
e  UnWttHH^y  pM^xirad  tö  l6aV6  Hen 
e^tatlflgly»  and  with  a  look  of  «i. 
Nb^t  sMd^"  Wut  yott  iidt  eviii  see 
Idelar  BtitobgerviflgComtaiMeiMM-' 

id  distressed,  he  imnMdiatriy  ^Vititnihew 

iti  ni|ö^{  dnd  havin^  obMined  per- 
MlMlo»  td  Mfievr  hy  in^tthie*  on  th«i 
morrow,  and  agctiii  vetituNwl  to  pt^n 
ttM  htfod  ö^tftd  hiiri  at  fMrtlug,  Iw  l«ft 
pottt  GoiMtfllKW  Mm^bat  cheer«d  by 

the 
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the  kialnesl  ^d  sympathy  her  t}8il0r 
bad  evincied ;  andi  a^  sbe  .a^cended  tbi^ 
staiiB  to  ilTulia's  ;roo6i,  she  thought  )ie 
was  more  like  a  brother  to  her.  tban 
Trelawncfy  bad  ever  shewn  bimself, 
.  On  retuniing  to  lady  Mm'lowe's,  Fitz- 
Owen  had  found  bis  sistejs  on  tbe  point 
of  setting  out  for  Brooklands;  and  ha v- 
ing  inforaled  them  of  jthe  cauae  that 
prevented  Comtance  from  rebeiymg  her 
friends  that  day,  accpmpanied  Üiem  to 
their  hostess^  whom  they  had  left  in  the 
dcawuig-rooni»  and  who  now,  on^seeing 
tbem  re-enta*,  hastily  inqilired  if  any 
^ecident  had  oöcurred  to  prey^t  thdr 
ride;  or  whetiiiec  Fit^Qwen  was  Miss 
Arlingfprd's  avant^OfiricTr  BXid  had  reh 
tumed  to  announce  tbe  epeedy  approach 
of  bis  fidr  mistress  ? 

Fittow^,  who  waä  tiot:  in  a  bumoUr 
to-bear  any  ttiQiileay,  as  bastijy  anßwier^ 
— ^*  My  etrand .  is .  of  rather  :a  »rnore  me- 
Icincbo^  natura;  .1  certainty»  ftm  em- 
ploy^  by  Misd  Aflingford  «a  a*  nues^ 

senger 
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^r  to  you  and.  my  iister^  büt  faave 
he  pleasingtidings to communicatii 

which  yow  kdyship'imagines  tue 
sted*** 

Has  your  cmA  fiur  one  then/'  re- 
ed  lady  Marlawe,  nettled  with  his 
v^er,  and  detennined  to  be  revenged» 
the  ciitting  Mpcmsm  of  her  reply«-« 
IS  sfae  deputed  you  to  make  puUio 

determination  of  acting  under  thd 
uence  of  worldly  wisdoiD,  and  th«re> 
e  has  determined  upon  aocepting  the 
ievant  lover  of  her  cousin»  in  prefer« 
36  tö  a  hot*headed  soldieiv-a  pettad 
d  only  son  of  a  poor  baronet  ?" 
Fitzowen  ooloiured  highet  than.  be« 
re,  and  was  on  the  point  of  .retorting 

words  equally  seveiis ;  but  a  .  wi^ 
lent  süffioed  to  öheek  a  feeting  tod  ha* 
iral  in  human  natura,  Itnd  without  ep 
earing  to  regacd^  or  even  tö  have  heard 
be  taütiti  he  prooeeded  .to  metition  aU 
hat  he  had  undetatöod  from  Coitstiiiioe 
Dative  to  pck>r  JiUiii»  and .  d weit  iskni^ 

particularly 


f90AßtääAf  teil..  Ihe  disteeta  to 
hädwdimaA  tb^  foraier. 

liOdjr  Marlqvre  ielt  as  belviahed  t» 
her  own  impropriety  of  conduet»  fmd 
Mdoiüly  expresaad  ifae  coneeni  it  gave 
Im*  to  h^or  Mch.  noeluichdy  tidtngBj 
tfao»  esctending  her  band  to  Eitzoireii^ 
enüpetAeA  bim  to  exease  her:  levily  of 
jpeec^»  aad  i^stared  ceticixrd  to  ercry 
boioai« 

Dekpte  vecehred  the  iatdUgence  oi 
Juli»'»  drogiw  with  tfae  greatest  sarprise ; 
be  ef^n  expresied  hiB  disbelief  iof  it^  a^ 
OD  bis  TCtttiu  to  Btookknds,  she  bad 
not  appedisd  more  unwdl  than  whea 
he«  bad  last  kft  it^  aad  oontended  lliat 
mental  diiquietode.was  tbe  oidy  illaesi 
ahe.  bad  toi  combat  witK 

Mn*  Ac&^ord  endeatound  to  oob* 
vince  bim  (fbr  Constasee  was  too  nmeh 
dkgusted  vidtb  tbe  uo&elingi  tone  tÜuM 
m^  apoken  ia^  to  conm^  on  tbemV 
jM^'Üiatf  f9«n  by  ind^ffiecent  obacrvet«^ 
tiie  indispontiaii  of  Julia  bad  loi^  faeea 

remarked; 


tni'Hilmir«  «Q  ex^f?imi)f,  mw  i>ut  ^p(> 

^nee  /vritb  ix^,  thpogb  J  f9riUw9f 

an  inbabHfMH  <^'  t^i«  «wtb^;  riKid  # 

cw,  foel  90  acutely  tb^  paiag  ^  pwrtiog/ 
yr  mtioh  cnore  eer^ie  wjiU  tb?  j)iP«k 

to  jrw»  wiio  hftw  fctf  3Q  mm/  ypw»» 

)eu  aoqnawted  wUb  h^  ^xi66U«gi]tf)e».iiD4 
tve  also  looked  &}rw9^  |a  .91)  ijiqiaii, 
Hb  ihi»  mmt  9/)mVlß  oraaiture  in  «x- 
teoce !  I Adeed»  ivid^ei,  ym  k^^ .  my . 

lOw  fivißttod  ifiHb  «  )f)«iwti^tHig(  lofik 

heightened 


heigbten^ä  colout  ftnd  an  embarrassment 
eveiy  moment  beoomitig  inore  af^parent, 
remmned  silent,  and  as  if  lost  in  medita» 
tibn.  Bttt  Constance,  both  imable  and 
unwiffing  longer  tö  control  her  leelings^ 
seeing  he  did  not  intend  to  reply,  at 
fength  address^  him — "  Mr.  Delapr^ 
my  aunt  is  not  yet  aoquainted  wHh  whdt 
Julia  latcly  wrote  you ;  have  I  yoür  per- 
mission  tö-  inform  her  that,  on  one  ac- 
count  at  least,  her  pity  is  not  reqiiired?* 

After  a  momentary  pause,  Delapre» 
in  a  quick  tone,  rejoined — **  You  are  so 
well  acquainted  with  all  that  promotes 
the  happin€fsi§  of  Julia,  that  in  this  änd 
evefy  otker  of  her  proceeding«  I  bow  to 
your  superior  judgraent.** 

With  a  look  of  mingled  anger  and 
contempt  Gonstance  replied^"  Julm 
would  have  feit  herseif  not  n  Üttle  gra- 
tified  if  you  had  tbought  proper  to  ho- 
nour  her  letter  wkh  this  ör  any  other 
answer;  on  me  the  ^eomplinient  is  tost** 

Scareely  able  ta  i^estrain  a  smife  at  the 
o  ' '  confiision 
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oonfusion  of*  one,  and  tbe  anger  thus 
cooUy  expressed  by  her.  other  compa- 
nioi^  Mrs,  Arlingford  obeyed  a  sum- 
mons  she  then  received  from  her  hus-* 
band;  and  Constance,  leaving  also  the 
diseomfited  and  cidevant  lover  to  bis 
own  reflections,  informed  her  aunt  of 
the  cause  which  had  induoed  her  to 
give  bim  this  rebuke. 
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CHAPTER  I, 


W.  ITH  the  approach  of  winter,  which 
unhappily  proved  particularly  severe, 
Jttlia's  complaint  rapidly  gained  ground. 
Fitzowen  and  his  sisters  had  left  lady 
Marlowe,  and  her  ladyship,  after  Christ- 
mas, departed  also  for  London»  still  in 
an  unforgiving  mind  towarda  the  young 
couple,  who  yet  oontinued  in  Scotland« 
Delapre ,  remained  at  Brooklands,  hav- 
ing  beoooie  a  favourite  of  the  surly  mas- 
ter»  solely»  as  Constanoe  said»  because 
the  latter  had  discoyered  he  was  &r 
ftQiß  being  so  with  any  om  ehe.  Her 
'VOL.  II.  B  time 


st  THE  ÜNCLE5. 

time  was  however  so  much  engrossed 
by  Julia,  and  her  thoughts  so  much  em* 
ployed  on  other  subjects,  that  she  sei* 
dorn  had  leisHFe  to  thiak  ü(  one  she  so 
thoroughly  disliked.  . 

Julia  had  feit  much  relieved  in  mind, 
by  finding  her  resignation  had  been  ac- 
cepted ;  but  it  wa&  too  late  for  mortal 
aid  to  stay  the  fatal  disease»  whose  de- 
bilitating  efiects  became  every  day  more 
apparent.  Adela  Fitzowen  had  request- 
ed  to  hear  sömetimes  how  poor  JuSa 
went  CR ;  «id,  ifisemsibly  dmwn  if^  a 
regulär  corresppndenee  with  he»  new 
inend,  her  ktters  soen  became  to  Cd»^ 
stamoe  «ne  ei  the  gveat^ft  ^\iM»  of 
consoktion  she  pmsessed  dimipg  tlie 
loog'dbreavy  montbs^tbai  ncnr  tiäißd  hga^ 
vily  Mmf. 

The  wwtidkftnn  c£  JwiÜt^  Mitt4i|tMu 
esiteg  |1»  deöay,  i^Wß,  a!r  she^  oonteia^: 

ptBDMI  Kf  nOMB  OC-OOtlVff  iFOBl  Jt/BfefOu. 

N^l9>«if  t^fitiddi^,  «ad  dM^s  ötkKeB' 
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otrn  dieek;  but  the  bloom  whtch  kad 
flcd  hers  seemed  traiwplatitedk  with  8tiU 
gMater  brilUanqjr»  to  tbe  lorely  €o«mte- 
nsnce  c£  her  oousin.  The  iKhioagat" 
animated  sparliling  eyes  of  tbe  young 
nmDt  were  frigbtfuUy  contrasted  witb 
the  ^^Msy  bri^tness  of  the  mvalid'Sy 
which  erer  fdlk>wed  the  form  of  her  he^ 
loved  ConstaDce,  as  with  tender  and  m* 
siduoiis  care  sfae  endeavoiired»  if  possihle^ 
to  anticipate  her  every  wisb. 

Mts«  Arlingford  would  firequently  turn 
fvom  one  ta  tiie  other  of  thtae  t(vo  in-^. 
terestiiig  girls»  with  feelings  of  tbe  deep- 
est  M^(uish ;  and  wbai  akme  with  the 
küid-hearted  doctor  Frankman,  would 
moum  with  bim  oVer  the  sad  event 
which  W4»uld  0Don  inevitably  take  plaeey 
and  pity  the  unhappy  Constanze»  whme 
haart  would  be  moair  aeutely  woundsd 
bfthefltroke. 

^'  Grieve  nefc  ibr  im;  dear^Coustanoa^" 
8$biJu36BLf  one  mmning,  aadtttrediiiad. 

B  8  least 
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least  grieve  not  wben  I  am  rdeased 
fitxn  my  sonows,  fw  you  know  not  how 
Tesigned,  and  (if  it  were  not  that  I  mast 
part  from  yoa)  how  bappy  I  fed  in  the 
idea  of  soon  being  at  rest  Is  not  my 
own,  my  dearest  motber  gtHie  befiite 
me?  and  think  you  I  shrink  from  the 
idea  of  being  early  reunited  to  her  ?  im- 
tber  «iTy  me  the  Uessed  prospec^  and 
join  your  prayos  with  mine,  that  it  niay 
speedily  be  realized." 

Then,  aft«*  pausing  a  few  mommts, 
whilst  Constance  exerted  her  self-com- 
mand,  to  prevent  her  bursting  heart  frcHn 
giving  way  to  the  sorrow  that  oppressed 
it,  Julia  conlinued — "  Perhapsyou  think 
me  too  presumptuoiis  in  the  manner  I 
have  expressed  myself ;  I  trust  not ;  for 
I  know,"  she  eontinued,  clasping  her . 
white  and  emadated  hands  together, 
whilst  her  eyes  emitted  a  briUiant  light, 
somewhat  more  than  mortal,  "  I  know 
that  my  Redeemer  liveth,'  end  humbly 
trast,  that.thiou^  him  my  sins  will  be . 
I  forgiven. 
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giyen,  and  tfakt  I  shall  become  an  inhft- 
bitant  of  those  happy  mansions  where 
my  beloved  mother  is  gone  before  me. 
My  poor  fatber  also ** 

Julia  was  unable  to  proceed ;  she  again 
sunk  exhausted  on  the  bosom  of  Con- 
stance,  wfao,  relinquishing  her  to  tfae 
care  of  Mrs.  Arlingford,  was  oUiged  to 
quit  the  Chamber,  and  seek  refuge  in 
her  own  apartment. 

A  very  few  days  after,  the  fatd  mo-  * 
ment  arrived,  and  Julia,  without  a  strug- 
gle  or  a  sigh,  yielded  her  pure  spirit 
into  the  hands  of  Hirn  from  whom 
she  had  reeeived  it  Sitting  up,  as  was 
her  daily  eustom,  during  the  liour  in 
which  Delapre  visited  her  in  the  dress- 
ing-room,  and  reclining  her  h^d  on  the 
Shoulder  of  her  cousin,  she,  on  a  sud- 
den,  lifted  her  still-bright  eye  to  the 
anxious  Constance,  smiled  sweetly  up- 
on  her,  laid  herseif  again  on  the  affection* 
ate  bosom,  which  was  now  beating  in 
alarm  at  the  leaden  hue  her  lovely  coun* 

B  8  tenance 


.   j.\,^ 


tmävßß  exfaibited,  mi  üimng  her  J^ff^ 

Mrs.  Ai^ngford,  who  huä  also  ob- 
served  the  sudden  cfaange,  pravided  to 
take  the  fidnting  Constmiee  fi<om  the 
embrace  af  her  liMess  friend ;  but  Jvinfs 
hand  was  so  fast  loeked  in  her  comiifii, 
that  it  was  with  the  jätest  difficultj  die 
could  separate  them ;  yet  at  langth,  with 
the  assistance  of  Delapre«  sbe  suoeeeded, 
and  eonyeyed  her  nieee  fcom  the  Cham- 
ber of  death. 

It  was  not  tili  poör  Julaa  had  bei^ 
laid  by  the  side  of  her  unfortuimte  fa- 
ther,  who,  bj  bis  last  rasb  act,  had  giyaai 
the  final  blow  to  the  befbre^diattered 
Constitution  of  his  child,  that  Constanee 
fdt,  in  its  füllest  extent,  the  loss  she 
herseif  had  sustained.  Since  the  nieet- 
ing  of  Ellen  and  Trelawnejr  at  lady 
MarloweX  she  had  been  aoeuitomed  to 
tum  to  Julia,  if  not  for  advice,  at  leaat 
for  confidation,  for  sympatfay»  under  tht 
difitressing  eonfliobs  she  had  been  oailed 

upon 


np«  «0  «o  tkmügh.  The  i^eetkltete 
.«ptMTobaiion  witJb  whioh  hw  ooumii  bad 
jteWmt^ted  aU  her  ex^rtiom^  und  the  re- 
toUwtioa  of  those  whidi  <in  rMum  for 
the  attentions  she  had  teoeived  od  the 
Wss  t)f  ber  fatber)  Julia  had  shewn  to  as- 
ai9t  in  diasipatitig  tiae  sonow  whioh  had 
övcrwhelmed  Ckmakanbe  oti  poxting  m& 
faeriiste«!  ttow^  recuirad  m  fuU  Sotce  to 
the  mittd  of  the  finnov  ^d  mtsay  bit- 
ter teara  dkl  sine  died  over  the  aed  and 
melancholy  retvotpectioD.  Now  aUo 
tilat  her  exfirtiDni  wiem  no  longer  need- 
ed  to  sustain  the  wastüig  form  cf  the 
toytlf  tnart^r.  to  filial  rtgret»  tbe  health 
of  Cdnib^Doe^  kithetto  of  tbe  firmert  na- 
tme^  begon  to  «ink  under  the  effeets  of 
«eteJBit  hodily  &tigue»  and  the  moital 
inguiah  «rftich^  notwithstanditig  all  her 
'Cffiprti^  ahe  ooiüd  not  jet  aobdoe. 

Mrs.  Arihigford«  in  alarm  lest  her  be- 
.loYed  nieoe  should^  by  her  oonstant  at- 
tei)dailDe  an  tibe  lost  Julia»  have  beeaki- 
jßaakbihy  the  diaeated  breath  of  the  poor 

B  4  sufferer. 
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saßeter,  whose  cheek  had  so  often  rested 
on  hers,  oommanicäted  to  Mr.  Arling- 
ford  the  fears  she  entertained,  and  which» 
she  added,  doctor  Frankman  was  not  al- 
together  free  6x>m. 

**  Pshaw !  nonsense,  nonsense  T  re- 
turned  the  uneonvinced  guardian ;  ^^  you 
and  doctor  Frankman  are  like  a  couple 
of  foolish  old  women!  There  is  no 
danger  for  Constance;  she  is  not  by  na- 
ture  such  a  poor  moppet  as  Julia  was. 
Don't  talk  to  me  about  such  nonsense ; 
I  am  not  fond  of  being  pestered  by  dri- 
vellers.** 

♦*  Oh,  Mr.  Arlingford,  be  oonvinced 
before  it  is  too  late !  Doctor  Frankman, 
whom  at  other  times  you  have  allowed 
to  be  very  skilfiil  in  his  profession,  has 
so  eamestly  recommended  change  of  air 
and  scene  fw  Gonstance,  as  the  only  pre^ 
rentiv^  to  her  falling  a  victim  to  the 
same  complaiht,  which,  you  are  aware, 
is  so  very  prevalent  in  your  &mily,  that 
I  must  speak — ^must  ürge  this  subject 

more 
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mbre  tlum  any  one  I  have  ventured  up* 
on  since  I  became  your  wife.** 

^*  Then  speak  to  yourself  in  yonder 
hall»  madarn,''  exclaimed  her  enraged 
husband,  ns,  throwing  open  the  door,  he 
pusbed  her  towards  it ;  **  for  again  I  teil 
you  I  am  not  fond  of  being  dictated  to 
by  fook  and  drivellers." 

In  the  hall  Mrs.  Arlingford  was  met 
by  Delapre,  whö,  seeing  her  in  tears, 
hastily  stopped  her,  to  inquire  if  Con» 
stanoe  was  more  than  usually  ill  ?  The 
anxioüs  tone  in  which  the  inquiry  was 
made  soothed  the  irritated  mind  of  bis 
companion;  and  after  i«plying  in  the 
negative,  she  continüed  the  subject  by 
acquaintmg  him  with  doctor  Frankman's 
opinion,  which  she  also  acknowledged 
had  been  just  communicated  by  her  to 
Mri  Arlingford,  of  whose  insehsibility 
to  oonrvictiön  she  then  dwelt  upon ;  and 
in  the  moment  of  distress  added  a  wish 
tfaat  he,  Delapre^  would  contribute  bis 
endeavours  to  assist  in  making  Mr.  Ar* 

B  5  lingfojrd 
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lingfonä  view  the  impending  dailgtt  m 
its  true  lighl. 

Delgpre  pauscd  a  tticmtcvt  cra  he  re- 
plkd ;  thoQ  motioning  Mis.  Afl»gffaid 
HitQ  a  paiiour»  whfire  he  instantlj  ehut 
the  door«  he  said  *^^*  AU  my  mtcm^ 
shaDbe«xertedcnthUpainUfjt>uwäi 
also  promise  youra  oot  dne  cqually  iin^ 
portant  to  meJ' 

Mrs.  Arüngford  lopked  ß>r  m  «xphic 
nation^  and  XlelaprQy  witli  n  Bttlo  beaU 
tation,  oontinuedi^-«^^^  I  am  very  cerfahl» 
madam,  that  dnring  the  long  rosidcnoe 
I  have  enjoyed  under  yottr  moC  yoas 
Penetration  mußt  have  disoomrad  tibe 
partiality  I  entertam  fcr  Canst^neci'' 

Mra.  Atflingford  hastily  wcienrapt)»! 
h^Ei,  I^  stairting  back,  aiid  eKcbunh^ 
«^^  PofNT  JuUa^  Bshes  ar^  sc^aradj  j«t 
Qold  in  her  grave,  anA  cän  jroa-^-r^^r-" 

^  My  deav  Mi».  Atün^oidif  Briapua 
vehemenäy  exohämed»  *^  Julia:  naver 
loved  iDe«*^f  that  you  taust  ha^pe  bMb 
afisured.     Her  heart  was  esgugcdk  ert 

she 
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ibeknewme;  therifore it  Cftimot be ttid 
I  offer  Mf  itimilt  tö  her  memoty  by  this 
eiidy  ftpplioMioii  to  y<m  fai  regaärd  tolMt 

^  Tfaat  «ousin,  Mr.  Delapt«,  will  ttöt 
Iitt0n  now»  if  ever»  to  a  ralt  urged  iA 
this  time  of  deep  affliction ;  and  ind^eil, 
m  I  agdin  repeat^  she  will  noti  if  Mr. 
Ai'liiigford  conttnues  to  petvist  ia  Üb 
pMteiit  obsliiMcy,  live  to  beoome  yoiiiif^ 
or  any  ol^er  inan*s  wife  ;*  and  witfiotit 
attenditig  longer  to  farthef  argimieilttt 
Mi8«  Arlingford  tefb  this  8elfish  raitor  «o 
bis  own  tnedätations. 

A  im  days  aftcr  tfans  ootiTersotion  bad 
passed»  Mtis.  Arlingford  was  infermed  a 
sfttanger  gentleman  was  waHIng  to  see 
ber  in  Üue  parlour;  and  on  attendin^ 
tbe  anffimoii9|  she  ftnind  thefe  a  voöfi 
interestiogly-leoking  young  man^  wboM 
bhfck  dieds  andf  monrnfiil  eocmftenanäe 
$ifipMteitö  be  in  xmwm  wrtb  eaeh  otfaer, 
aÄd  Who  tiow,  leasrmig  against  tbe  diim^ 

B  6  neypiece. 
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neypiece,  was  so  wraptün  tiiought  a$  n<M; 
at  first  to  be  aware  of  h^  entranoe.  The 
«pand  of  her  voioe,  howeyer»  <^$^  him 
to  Start,  and  advandng  to  meet  her,  he 
boiitredy  and  attempted  to  speak»  but 
utterance  for  a  few  moments  was  demed 
him. 

At  leogth  he  faltered  out-^**  I  am 
here,  madam,  to  request  of  you,  as  tbe 
nearest  relative  of— ^of  one  who— I  can- 
not  pronounce  her  name,  without  feel- 
ing  it  unman  üie.  Oh,  Mr&  Arlingford !" 
he  exdaimed,  springing  towards  her,  and 
catching  her  hand,  *^  did  my  sainted  Ju- 
lia '  never  mention  my  name  ?  did  she 
never  speak  of  Henry  Oswald  ?" 

Mach  affected  by  the  distrescf  of  the 
youthful  stranger,  Mrs.  ArUngfwd  re* 
quested  him  to  regain  his  composure ; 
addii^  tbat  her  niece  Constanoe  was, 
most  probably,  better  informed^  on  thie 

sub^t than  herseif,  buttliatishe  ppjild 

• 

not  venture  to  send  for  her  do^,:imi|flss 

he 
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lie  wöuld  promise  to  be  calm»  as  the 
latter  had  not  yet  recoVered  irom  the  ted 
affiction  they  had  aU  sOstained. 

''Oh!  wben  1  think  u^n  my  lost 
Julia,  luid  upon  all  sbe  has  suffered»'' 
again  exdaimed  the  impetuous  youth» 
striking  his  bands  upon  his  forefaead» 
"  and  think  also  that  had  ahe  not  sunk 
under  it»  I  now  might  have  been  happy, 
my  brain  seems  ad  if  it  would  turn,  and 
I  cannot  reconcile  myself  to  the  idea 
that  she  is  indeed  no  more.  We  have 
loved  each  other,"  ho  continuedt  **  fiom 
our  very  infancy ;  our  hearts,  our  i^fec* 
tions,  were  mterwoven  together— our 
pleaaires,  our  misforttines,  have  been 
the  same ;  but  the  misery  of  Julia  is 
over,  and  mine-^mine  is  greater  than 
ever!"  ' 

In  the.  agitated  relation  hier  unhafipy 
gliest  now  ccmtinued  Co  give,.  Mrs.  Ar« 
Ifngfprd  discovei^  he  w«9.  the  yoiwger 
wfififa  haronpU^hom  9be:badfiie<lii<»tiliir 
iifard  Fitzowen  mention  as  sir  Alm  O»» 
«w  wald. 
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wald$  8ild  thät  in  toiiflieqtf^oi^^f  Hätt^ 
t^  gooi  «ontiexkMis^  llie  paft 
lia  had  b^M  iiiii«(«d  to-pnffti-  Mta  u  tl 
iosi-inJaw»  aiioveiany  dther  of  tbe  süit- 
Ofs  for  Aeir  loveljr  daiighMt's  hflsfd'.  Bot 
m  Alan  Otwuld  hvm.  far  fiom  l^ürig  a 
lieh  mui ;  and  m  h«  wat  tlie  flltii^r  cf 
aenmrsdi  ehädre»^  h^  bad  been  bidfieed 
to  jiMCB  bis  3^aiigi8ir  san  Henry  in  a 
mercmlfle  hoMe  of  tbe  ^srt  teßpeetAi'- 
lity,  UM  Chief  piioprietor  of  whicb  WaB 
hi»  utiote  bjp^  fftie  matemat  eide.  In  ä 
Akt  y^ai^  the  yming  man  hoped' to  iise 
idglier  in  the  World,  and  to*  Ibb  «taabled, 
thfottgb  tfae  kindnes^  of  Mr^  Aiüiig^ 
ftid^  sdoifr  to^  ^UAtA  t&e  band  of  M»  lie^ 
lövtd  Jutift. 

tkxt  in  ^6  nMäfftime  mt  Ahn  fh^ 
wald  diedy  leaving  liis  family  in  ttff^ 
«n4Ntff«issed  dfciHnitmee^i  mid  this 
amn*^#as  -  qulbkljr  fbUöir^  by  ih^  nti^ 
fbKWMtter  «nM^e^  ftSM«'  itf  Mir.  Sdk 

KtMM^  #Ä  ifllcMy  oMhAiM  ei^öiljrliAßft'iJf 

tbe 


Che  youQg  people.  Yojrag  $s  he  w«(h 
Henry»  at  tbe  veqpiesfe  of  her  Ajmg  mo» 
tilior,  dbflplved  hia  long-betrolbed  bride 
from  eyery  promises»  «nd  poor  Jufit'a 
band  was  tben  ofieiwd  to  Ddapre. 

Bot  Mr.  Mowtmyt  the  umdeaf  Heu* 
ry,  at  htk  dbcoYered  the  affidra  cf  Kr. 
Edward  Aifiogford  w«e  not  ao  deqpe» 
rate  as  at  first  was  imi^med;  and  for  tbe 
sake  of  bis  unhappy  nuaphew»  be  pii« 
Tmteiy  ioquired  into  the  extent  of  hia 
losses ;  and  afler  a  long  and  mort  labo» 
rious  investigation,  bad  tbe  pleasure  of 
mforming  H^nry,  that,  witb  tbe  aid  of 
bis  pecuniary  aadstance^  Mr.  Edward 
Ariingfbrd  would  faave  no  neoessity»  no« 
less  he  partioolarly  wished  it»  to  lea^e 
tbe  kiiigdoai. 

Henry  Oawald  was  immediadely  dfak 

ptttebed  to  hiiD  witii  tddia  infbanatk»« 

wbkfa  tbe  nowu.bappy;  youth  wiaa  weU 

aawral  woxM  he  mool  tJürnkfiiUy  >  re* 

c»ved ;  buti.  unfortttnatety»  ha  »riirai 

toO  late^tbe  fatal. deed  hadi.  but^ieiw 

moments 
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mom6iits^before^  lieen  oomDiitted ;  and 
the  agony  of  poöt  Hieniy  sooh  reduced 
him  to  nearly  as  deplorable  a  staie  as  it 
hßäi  donre  the  wretohed  daugbter. 

Mr.  Mpurtray  also  wrote  to  Delapre 
the  account  of  his  fiiend  Mr.  Edward 
Arliiigford^s  improving  drcumstances ; 
atid  the  latter  received  the  letter  on  the 
very  day  his  sister  had  writteh  her  feel^ 
ing  epistle  to  Julia.  He  had  intended 
acquainting  her  with  the  Contents  on 
the  succeeding  morning,  being  well  a- 
wäre  they  would  give  her  as  much  sa- 
tisfaction  as  he  himself  feit;  forno longer 
being  the  objeet  of  his  wavering  fancy, 
and  kiiowing  fiiU  well  to  whom  her 
heart  was  given,  the  conviction  that  he 
would  not  now  be  bound  in  honour  to 
fulfil  an  engagement  that  he  wished 
transferred  to  another,  determined  him 
lipon  giving  up  his  claim  to  the  heart 
ef  *  oQe  Cousin,  in  order  to  lay  instant 
lind  dose  siege  to  that  of  the  other. 
*^€li5  thefefbre,  being  summoned  by 

Cohstance 


Constance  to  Brooklands,  fae  heard,  in- 
stead  of  the  pleasing  confirmation  of  this 
intelligence  (the  joy  of  which  had,  he 
imagined,  overpowered  the  weak  frame 
of  Julia),  that  her  so-lately-happy  pro- 
spects  were  terminated,  and  bis  own  air* 
huilt  Castles  fidlen  to  the  ground»  it  was 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  he  suppness- 
ed  the  rage  which  filled  his  bosom. 

Young  Oswald,  tbough  with  a  heart 
more  laoerated  than  ever,  had  at  length 
risen  from  the  bed  of  sickness,  and  pur- 
posed  to  assist  Mr.  Mourtray  in  settling 
the  residüe  of  his  late  father^s  affidrs; 
and  Jiiaving,  ^  by  his  conduct  and  misfor- 
tunes,  interested  the  benevolenois  of  hh 
kind  friend,  was  then  taken  by  him  in» 
to  partnership. 

Delapre  heard  of  his  flouriiäbing  cir- 
-i^umstances,  and  wrote  him  an  apparent-* 
ly  kind  and  handsome  letter,  in  which 
he  hinted  having  gained  the  intelligence 
-of  his  attachment  to  Julia,  to  whom,  he 

added. 
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heappioesa^  he  wa$  wiUlng  to  resiga  all 
his  ^wn  pfrt6nBH)n& 

]Rodr  Oswidd^  in  retur n,  ex^^ressed 
ius  most  iu^eot  tbanks;  and  he  X)ra8 
a^^am  solacing  bimself  in  the  midst  of 
the  &tigue  whieh  the  great  mercantUe 
.  omoem»  of  his  partner  eatailed  u^on 
him^  whßA  a  Hkyw^  siM  beavier  than 
^bo^e  preoedmg»  afisaäed  bini.  The  hope 
farfakh  p^ap3  bad  never»  eve»  in  the 
midfi»t  of  misfoirtuiie»  whölljr  i&^rsakto 
him»  that  acHaie  ^c^r^fieen  cucufnatanoe 
mi^t  Qomr,  by  wbieb  bis  Jmlia  m^^bt 
.be  imtored  to  bim,  waa  now  etitiktify 
^^tingui$hed,  and  bis  aufiSsrings  weoe 
proportiodably  severe.  The  apeetK  df 
his  former  seif,  he  had  again  risen  firom 
bis  bed  of  sorrow^  and  had  haatctoed  to 
JBrooldandi^  m  order  to  enjoy  tfae  nie- 
laoeboly  satisfaction  of  weeping  over  hk 
JuUali  grave,  and  lo  inqilire  if  she  had 
noti  by  aome  llttle  remembtaiioe  of  faem 

seif, 


adkC  left  him  the  eonsoluag  assaranoe» 
.  fehat  even  in  death  be  had  not  been  ümt- 

Mrs,  Arlifigford,  who  was  a  per&et 
stranger  to  the  sad  tale  Oswald  qow  iv- 
lated,  eould  only  answer  by  informing 
lüm  Constance  had  not  yet  beesi  suffi- 
caently  oomposed  to  look  over  the  oo& 
tents  of  JuUa's  cabinet,  and  was  thera^ 
fore  equally  uaaable  as  herself  to  say 
what  memorials  were  lefl,  but  that  sfae 
would  aequaint  her  niece  with  all  that 
bad  passed;  and  on  the  morrow  he 
should»  if  possible,  see  the  much-io^ed 
friend  of  bis  Julia.  She  tben  mentioned 
Mr.  DelaiK'e  being  at  that  time  at  Brook- 
lands,  but  Oswald  dedined  seeing  bim ; 
aad  having  fixed  the  hour  at  which  he 
would  call  on  the  morrow,  took  hisleave, 
and  Mrs.  Arlingford  saw  bim,  with  fal- 
tering Steps,  pursue  the  path  that  led  to 
tbe  chureh  in  which  rested  the  earthly 
remains  of  bis  Julia. 

Constance,  on  hearing  tbis  account 

from 


from  her  aunt,  endeavoured  to  summen 
resolutk)n  sufBcient  to  look  over  the  Con- 
tents of  poor  Julia's  cabinet,  which,  be- 
fore  ber  death,  she  had  requested  the 
former  to  retain,  as  some  memorial  of 
her  who  would  then  be  no  more.  . 

With  eyes  nearly  blinded  with  tears, 
"6he  ppoceeded  to  open  the  various  oom- 
partments  that  contained  all  Julians  Or- 
naments, and,  to  the  possessor,  all  her 
other  invaltiahle  treasures,  which  she 
had  also  requested  her  friend  to  preserve 
with  the  same  scrupulous  care  she  her- 
seif had  ever  done. 

Amongst  the  last,  in  a  secret  drawer, 
which  Constance  would  not  have  ob- 
served,  had  not  Mrs.  Arlingford  pointed 
it  out,  she  found  a  miniature  picture^ 
which  her  aunt  immediately  recognised 
as  that  of  Julia's  motber,  and  which  ap- 
peared  lately  to  have  been  executed. 

Constance  soon  remembered  how  often, 
on  entering  her  room  unexpectedly,  she 
had  found  Julia  weeping  over  this  pic- 

ture ; 
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ture :  but  it  was  a  treasure  so  sacred  to 
the  poor  orphan,  that  she  had  never  al< 
lowed  it  to  be  seen  by  any  other  eye 
than  her  own ;  and  in  a  small  note  they 
found,  in  Julia's  handwriting»  the  latter 
had,  in  the  most  affecting  terms,  re. 
quested  her  cousin  to  allow  the  precious 
deposit  still  to  remain  where  she  found 
it.—**  I  once,"  she  also  added,  in  the 
same  paper  which  contained  several  other 
directions  relative  to  the  disposal  of  her 
little  property,  **  I  onee  thought  of  re^ 
questing  it  might  be  buried  with  me ; 
but  I  know  not  how  it  is,  dear  Con-* 
stance,  my  mind  revolts  from  ordering 
so  sweet,  so  fair,  so  beloved  a  resem- 
blanee,  to  be  alike  eonsigned  with  my 
poor  wasted  form  to  the  cold  grave.  No, 
dear  friend,  I  rather  prefer  bequeathing 
it  to  your  care.  As  long  as  you  conti- 
nue  to  live,  it  will,  I  know,  be  cherished 
as  a  remembrance  of  poor  Julia  and  her 
mothar;  and  do  you^  in  your  tum,  be* 
queath  itto  someperson  who  loves  you  ^ 

as 
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as  fervently  an  I  have  dofie,  or  ehe  let  it 
then  rest  beside  you.** 

In  fhe  same  drawer  there  was  aho  a 
lockert,  cöntainfng  the  hair  of  her  pa- 
rents,  and  several  ktters  she  had  receir- 
ed  from  fhem  when  a  ehild,  which  faad 
ever  been  most  carefiilly  kept.    T^  El- 
len and  Bhnche  sbe  had  left  a  few  or-- 
naments,  that,  aar  she  expressed  hersetf 
in  this  note,  had  been  grven  to  lier,  and 
wom  in:  her  happier  days;  bat  those 
that  had  owginally  belonged  to  her  mo- 
ther,  and  all  fhe  gifts  of  her  lost  f^rents, 
shö  reqtrested  Constance  to  aocept,  only 
entreating  Mrs.  Arlingford  to  select  one 
foir  herseif.    To  Mr.  Arlmgfbrd  she  de- 
sited  fhe  picture  of  her  unhappy  fether ' 
mrgfat  be  consigned,  ifhi«  nieee  thought 
it  trouRf  grafify  Mm. 

*  And  is  thewf  nothing  för  poot  Hten- 
ry  Oswald  ?^  inquiped  Mrs.  ArBngfort^' 
when^ürastance  said,  every  eonrpartmetitf 
had^  bt^  inspected;    ^  I  cannot  läAok 
o^eir\t£s^thati  that  Jti&iniirt'bave<M)b 

some 


some  fitde  remembranea  to  Mm.  Pness 
yonr  fiifger,  my  love,  apdn  that  brasst 
rii^ ;  peiim^  there  ma^"  be  some  &tiW0r 
coneealed  uirder  tfae-  pamiell'^ 

The  ODAJecture  wa^r  rightr  ä  (Small! 
paamel  being  ptiid»ed  asidie,  cßscdrerad  a 
drawer,  in  tt hieb  ky  a^miniature  of  Jalia» 
hefsei^  taken  when  the  original  was^  in 
the  füll  bloom  of  heahh  md  beaot^ : 
ha^  diife]?ent  to  the  Julia  so  lately  eom- 
signed  tö  the  tombi 

The  eontrast  wa»  strikin^ry  wasragonyv 
tQ  tfae  sorviTors,  wIkh  in  revi?^  aii«^ 
guish,  contemplated  the  featoies  whote 
remeinhranctf '  wDi^ld  erer  be  heidt  ao  dear. 
Ta»dnnr  hcv  nietet  attentixm  fipom  these 
mehneholy  thöi&gJnAs,  Mtk  Aiiingfetd' 
saidU-»''  Wfaat  ttKro  initialB  an  those^  ay 
Iqtc^  at  tbe  bcridtom  of  Ibe  piftcve  ?^'  fiir 
Cbnataneeheld  ik  so  tigbt  betiifoen  b» 
haMb,  tbe  fernvar oMidiiidt  takeit'£roi& 
hei; 

TiiMeiof  !<J«]4«'^  wemt  on  dbser  jpa^ 
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spection,  visible;  and  Mrs.  Ariingford, 
again  looking  into  the  drawer  from 
whenoe  the  miniature  had  been  taken, 
found  a  small  slip  of  paper»  on  which 
was  written — ^**  If  Henry  Oswald  in- 
quires  for  the  likeness  of  your  poor  Cou- 
sin, dear  Constanoe»  pray  let  it  be  trans* 
mitted  to  him ;  but  if  not  thus  claimed, 
it  is  yours,  my  beloved  friend  " 

.  "  And  I  can  never  part  wlth  it,"  ex- 
daimed  Constance,  as  Mrs.  Arlingford 
read  the  lines.  ^^  Mr.  Oswald  has  not 
asked  for  it.  It  is — ^it  must  be  mine, 
while  I  live !" 

But  after  some  time  given  to  sorrow, 
Mrs,  Arlingford  succeeded  in  persuad- 
ing  her  to  restore  the  picture  to  its  first 
owner ;  for  she  doubted  not  it  had  ori« 
ginally  been  a  gift  of  Julia  to  her  lover, 
before  their  prospects  had  clouded,  and 
had  probebly  been  retumed  at  tbe  Gon- 
clusion  of  their  unfortunate  engage<« 
meDt.;  and.G)nstance,  though  most  un- 

,         > ;  willingly, 
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iwilliogigr,  allowed  her  aunt  ito  take  away 
tbe  miiuatare,  in  order  >to  give  zt,  for  a 
aeoond  tkne,  io  the  iinhappy  Henry. 

JEIe  faikd  not  -to  call  Jon  tfae  enauing 
dagr,  aad  steeeined  the  preeiaus  gift  in  an 
^^ny  of  fioriHMT»  vidiich  Kas  jnost  afifeet- 
ing.-— «'^  I  ifeel  the  füll  ^ue  lOf  Miss  Ar- 
lin^ord  <8  kindness,"  fae  f^aid :  ^hen  onoe 
again  able  to  jspeak,  isaad  after  Mrs.  Ar- 
üngford  -had  infoinned  idva  hcnv  xnuch 
it  had  coat  Constanoe  to  part  with  Uns 
likeness  of  her  lost  friend — "  and  teil 
her,"  he  added ;  "  I  will  prove  my  gra- 
titude  to  the  utmost  of  my  power.  At 
present,  I  could  not,  even  for  a  moment, 
part  with  this  treasure;  but  when  I 
have  a  little  subdued  the  acuteness  of 
my  feelings,  the  friend  of  my  beloved 
Julia  shall  reeeive  the  counterpart  of 
this  aecurate  resemblance.  I  am  pos* 
sessed  of  one  kind  friend  who  will,  I 
know,  comply  with  my  wishes  in  this 
respect :  he  will  not  allow  any  eye  but 
his  own  to  gaze  upon  these  features. 

VOL.  AI.  c  He 
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He  feels  for,  he  pities,  he  would  fain 
console  me  under  the  blow  which  has 
been  so  heavy ;  and  I  trust  I  am  grate- 
fiil  for  bis  steady  disinterested  friend- 
ship:  but  the  sudden  unexpected  loss 
■  I  I  must  not  dwell  upon  the  subject, 
Mrs.  Arlingford — I  must  not  remain 
here  to  distress  you  thus  severely.  Teil 
Mr.  Delapre  I  cannot  see  him ;"  and  un- 
able  to  articulate  a  parting  farewell,  poor 
Oswald  hastened  from  the  house. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  IL 
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The  exertion  of  inspecting  the  cabi- 
net  of  poor  Julia,  though  at  the  time 
particularly  distressing  to  Constanoe, 
was  eventually  of  service  to  her.  It 
roused  her  from  the  lethargy  of  grief 
which  had  so  long  weighed  down  her 
spirits,  and  Mrs.  Arlingford  began  to 
hope  her  alarms  relative  to  her  niece's 
health  had  been  premature. 

Spring  was  now  advancing :  Mr.  De- 
lapre  had  been  obliged  again  to  leave 
Brooklands  for  London,  and  Constanoe 
feit  a  weight  taken  off  her  spirits  when 
he  quitted  the  house. 

Mr.  Arlingfordi  on  the  contrary,  ap- 
peared  to  have  that  weight  transferred 
to  him ;  and  much  as  the  two  ladies  re- 
joioed^  on  some  accounts,  at  the  depar- 

c  2  ture 


ture  of  their  guest,  they  were  soon 
obliged  to  confess,  that,  in  a  few  re- 
spects,  bis  presence  was  useful,  though 
not  agreeaWe,  m  it  had  the  effect  of 
softening,  or  at  least  ot  liushing  to  re- 
pose,  the  surly  moods  of  their  bashaw. 

Oh  Mrs.  Ai^ngfdrd,  to  \tSüäl,  ftl 
BÖaVy  th^  retöWi  'df  khe  'ntöü§(^  JU-h»- 
Ao^;  an^  6Mce  agälH  Cc»istiiiif6e  fbtfUiA 
a  taotJye  fbr  felxertidn,  in  ttöiaeävÄärJbjg, 
by  ¥esutoing  hör  f<»mör  ^ofti^e  >ttittti- 
nör  to  this  <löspotic  ^uardiftn,  *to  ^iMiv, 
ds  mucli  as^ssible,  bis  ^tehtioR  ^tti 
her  ^äüiit,  Whöse  recerit  läüdAeiSs  >iiäd 
made  the  most  grät^fol  iBipjpessi(tR '^ 
her  beart,  and  incl«aseä  the  IdVö  'find 
jjity  ishfe  had  :previoudy  ffelt  '^olff^ds^tttis 
Ütrfbrtutlate  womafn. 

The  fcfffort  WfK&  ^tfinftil,-büt  wifli%«»i- 
diness  she  perseverfed  in  lifei*  ^ali '» %ltd 
(tna-sdiilei^hat  ^pövHtit  dceiAton,  had 
thie  'sätisfactiön  Öf 'fihding,  'thöt^ot '^ö^^^h 
the  siipertör  ihfluferifeeof  ©etaj^i^hi^  yet 
ditiiihi^h^  %he  p^W^'  she  faid**^r^»ttk 

to 


Blanche  hf4  viTJfitt^n  hei;  a^  Ipng  le^f r> 
fiiU  of  cpmplAintsi  iigain^t  bev  bu&li)^^ 
wbci  ha4  inwted  vppi^  h^r  leaying  h^r 
aunt>  bousf  fktr  Edmhurgh,.  «nA  retitra* 
ing  wikh  bim  tp  !ßnglan^^  Tl^t  he  was 
nOtW  Quxioi^ly  a^king  a  r€C(;MiciIiatioa 
yi\th  hi^;  motiti^,  «nd  b^ving  disoov^red 
ffacN  wwi  every  dg,y  expected  in  liOndoo, 
where  he  also  at  present  residedx  it  wa^ 
hia  wisib  that  Blanche  should  absent  b^r- 
3!^lf  a  f(^w  weeks  |rom  tb?  presepce  of 
hßr  kdyship;  9t  leastt  until  the  first 
Qvertiires  of  r^oßdUation  bad  taken 
place«  In  short»  Bslancbe»  aiter  biUerly 
kmenting  th^  being  obliged  tq  quit  the 
oapital  of  Sootland,  and  tbe  tomty  she 
enjoyed  at  fa^r  aunfs«  i^que^ted  her  siß* 
ter  to  obtain  peroiHflÄon  for  her  to  pass 
a  few  we^$  at  Brooklands* 

On  the  first  ree^pt  of  thjR  Wtter,  Con- 
stanoe  shrank  in  di^rnay  from  the  id^A; 
but  a  few  hurried  Unes  from  lady  Mar- 

c  3  lowe 
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lowe  made  her  hesitate ;  as  in  her  letter 
the  dowager  mentioned  her  son  in  ra« 
ther  afiectionate  terms,  inquired  if  he 
was  expected  to  retum  a^in  to  Eng- 
land, and  appeared  so  incüned  to  rein- 
State  him  once  more  in  her  favour,  that 
Constance  thought  it  would  be  very 
wrong  to  refuse  compliance  with  the 
request  of  Blanche ;  and  at  length  re- 
solved  lipon  opening  the  attack  that  day 
after  dinner. 

With  thouglits  intent  upon  this  sub- 
ject,  she  completed  her  toilet,  and  re- 
turning  again  to  the  drawing-room,  to 
resume  the  book  she  had  in  the  mom- 
ing  been  reading,  listlessly  entered  the 
apartment,  but  was  startled  from  the 
absence  of  mind  into  which  she  had 
fallen,  by  the  appearance  and  voice  of 
Fitzowen,  who  uttered  a  half-subdued 
exclamation  of  ooncem,  which  the  strik- 
ing  alteration  of  her  person,  and  tili  now 
blooming  countenance,  called  forth. 

Rapidly  advancing  towards  her,   ht 

eagerly 
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eagerly  took  her  hand,  whilst  Constanoe^ 
silent  from  surprise,  and  with  spirito 
overpowered,  as  the  remembranoe  of  all 
that  had  passed  since  they  last  met  flit* 
ted  before  her,  was  scarcely  able  to  re« 
irain  from  bursting  into  tears. 

The  view  of  her  distress  recalled  Fitz- 
owen also  to/recollection,  and  suppress- 
ing  all  farther  remarks,  he  presented 
her  a  letter  from  his  sister ;  and  having 
acceded  to  Mrs.  Arlingford's  reqüest 
to  remain  at  Brooklands  during  the 
day,  endeavoured,  and  not  without  suc- 
cess,  to  give  the  oonversation  a  cheerful 
turn. 

On  his  entering  the  dining-parlour 
with  the  ladies,  where,  as  usual,  Mr. 
Arlingford  was  seated,  a  fixture  almost 
at  the  table,  Fitzowen  was  reeeived,  as 
usual,  by  the  master  of  the  house  with 
a  silent  and  fixed  stare — a  sort  of  groan 
or  grünt ;  and  that  being  succeeded  by 
a  kind  of  nod^  was  ever  translated  as  an 
invitation  to  sit  down. 

c  4  Aecustomed 


3t  fHE  trsncüiissL 

Acüiistotxieil  now  to  tlie  babifis  of  Um 
sttaiige  ccsstuiBf  Fitssowcn  qoiedy  took 
Um  statimi  at  tfae  t&bl^  and  the  qyif ite 
of  C<»istaHce  renreä  as?  liie  niome»fs 
fievrbjr. 

The  servamte  had  rdäred,  and  9he  hsä 
almost  fbrgotten  ber  intentk»!  relative 
to  Blanche,  when  TilTSOwei^  recalled  iit 
to  her  necoUection,  by  tarmag  towanfc 
h^  uricle^  and  sayißg  he  had  had  the 
pleasure  lately  of  seeing  tbe  yomiger 
tady  Marlowe  in  Landmi,  wliet e  she  had 
at rived  hx  the  preoeding  week. 

Mr.  Arlingford)  wfaa^  as  as&al»  had^ 
soon  as  the  cloth  was  withdrawn,  re^ 
sismed  bb  pipe,  inbalmg  no\r  the  (to 
bim)  firagrant  perfume,  looked  stedfaaäy 
at  tbe  Speaker,  bat  femaiBcd  sileDfc. 

''  And  I/'  aaid  Cmistanoe^  eagerlf 
catching  at  this  introdocti<ir)9  and  ad* 
dressing  also  her  tacitum  unde,  ^^  havc 
lately  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  firona 
the  younger  lady  Marlowe;    nay,  fiu> 

ther» 
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ther,  I  have  a  maasago  to  dcÜTer  firom 
her  to  bw  guardian." 

**  And  l,  maihm»  would  sj^re  you 
that  trouble,"  growled  out  the  surly  be* 
ing ;  *^  I  aoi  not  fimd  qf  Hearing  mes- 
aagesk«^lo  giye  tbem  to  your  guardian's 

'^  But  I,  my  dear  unele/'  rf  tunied 
Conatanee»  with  ono  of  bar  long  dor* 
mant  arcb  smiles,  ^<  axn  not  fixid  of  da- 
Hyering  maasages  to  yoixr  prpxy ;  tbare^ 
fene  you  mußt  ba  patient,  and  haar  not 
oply  what  Blancbe  haa  to  aay»  but  wb^ 
I  hava  to  add  on  tfaa  aulgect" 

Mr.  AvlingfiHd  was  raäUy  agpeaably 
sitrprised.  It  was  tba  first  time,  aince 
tht  illnesa  of  poor  Julia  had  fiommaoced, 
thai;  bis  nieoe  had  played  the  fnocking- 
birdf  aß  ha  had«  in  hüs  very  best  huf- 
mour,  atyled  her.  The  rigid  musdes 
aixHind  fais  mouth  now  velaxad ;  but  enf* 
daaiBouring  tp  suppiiess  the  novel,  and 
to  hiin  awfavard»  aepisations,  a  smila  oc- 
casioned^  he  Teplied<«*F!^  Pho»  pbo !  non- 

c  5  sense ' 
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sense!  settle  your  concems  amongst 
yourselves.  I  am  not  fond-i— I  don't 
choose  to  be  toraiented  about  the  silly 
chit/' 

"  Nay,  then,  my  dear  sir,  if  such  is 
the  unlimited  permission  you  give  me 
on  the  subject,  all  anxiety  or  indecision 
on  my  part  is  at  an  end.  Blanche  shall 
take  possession  of  her  old  apartment  at 
Brooklands  as  soon  as  she  and  lord  Mar- 
lowe  please ;  and  I  shall  only  have  to 
request  you,  Mr.  Fitzowen,  on  your  re- 
turn to  London,  will  inform  her  every 
arrangement  for  her  reception  here  will 
be  oompleted  in  a  very  few  days." 

Fitzowen  bowed,  not  only  to  mark 
his  acquiescence,  but  to  conceal  from 
the  watchful  Mr.  Arlingford  the  smile 
he  in  vain  endeavoured  to  suppress» 
Constance  however  was  fuUy  aware  it 
did  not  escape  Observation  :  her  weak- 
ened  spirits  took  the  alarm^  and  she:ac- 
tually  trembled  in  apprehension  of  the 
storm  which.  she  feared  it  .wobld  reise. 

But 
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But  whether  it  was  that  her  unde  fdt 
pleased  with  this  returning  gleam  of 
dieerfulness  in  her,  or  from  any  other 
cause,  she  oould  not  determuie ;  but  oer« 
tarn  it  was,  he  did  not  appear  to  notice, 
mueh  less  resent,  this  treacherous  smile, 
but  puffed  away  with  bis  usual  perseve^ 
ranoe ;  and  Constanoe,  elated  by  her  un- 
expected  suooess,  was  more  herseif  than 
Mrs.  Arlingford  had  seen  her  for  many 
months. 

'^  If  you  wish  to  see  your  sister  at 
Brooklands,  my  love/'  said  the  latter, 
half-laughing,  to  her  niece,  on  the  fourth 
day  whieh  Fitzowen  had  passed  with 
them,  '*  I  should  advise  you  to  write  your 
invitation,  and  send  it  by  the  post,  as  I 
do  not  think  our  guest  has  any  idea  of 
travelling  express  to  London  on  that 
errand." 

^*  There  oertainly  is  no  oocasion  for 
him  to  do  so,''  Constanoe,  laughing  also, 
replied,  ''  as  I  wrote  to  Blandie  on  the 
first  evening  of  hb  arrival,   and  not 

c  6  choosing 
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dtoosing  to  trust  such  ati  nncertai»  cxm« 
veyance  as  Mr.  Fitzow^n»  dispatehed 
my  epistli^,  as  you  have  now  advised^ 
by  a  more  ordinary,  yet,  I  beü^Tt^,  tnote 
sore  oouri^;  and  I  am  fhk  mwning 
anxioasly  waiting  eith»  an  answer  to 
my  letter,  or  perhaps  the  appeatance  ^ 
the  travellers." 

And  not  mvidti  kmger  wa^  Constanee 
left  in  raspense :  John  soon  after  ente^ed 
with  a  note,  brought  by  lady  Mariowe^ 
avant-'Courier,  informing  her  nster  she 
was  tfaen  within  a  few  miles  of  Brook-^ 
lands. 

The  servant  had  been  detained  cn 
the  read  by  some  aooident  his  borse  had 
sustained;  and  Constanee  had  soatüely 
time  to  read  the  hasty  lines  thas  mnty 
when  a  tbtmdering  rap  at  the  door  an- 
nounced  the  arrival  of  the  visitors. 

Poor  Mrs.  Arlingfbrd  abook  tprith  ap- 
prehensibn  at  tlie  noise  and  bttstie  wfaädi 
sucfceeded^  too  vieSL  awive  bow  nradi  it 
wonld  discompoae  bdth  the  neiveis  and 

temper 
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temper  of  hör  hadmd»  who  detoted' 
tlM  least  of  etthcr. 

CoDstatKse»  in  the  mcaiitittie»  hai«» 
tes)ed  to  meet  her  sister»  whcv  lookkig 
even  mcire  beautifiil,  more  graceAil  than 
ever,  recdved  her  aniumted  expreniont 
of  pleasure  with  her  inual  sangßfndi 
and  teamng  on  the  ann  of  her  very^ 
youthful  spoiue»  aeoended  to  the  draw- 
ing^^room,  wfailst  Conatenoe  rraoemed 
below,  to  aee  every  arrangement  put  in 
execution  aa  quietly  aa  poBsifafe. 

The  youQg  irisooant  agam  joined  her 
ere  riie  had  finkhed  the  neeeasary  diree* 
üonai  and  drawing  her  aaide  into  one 
of  the  parbtm^  goocUliiinKmredly  ss^ 
\uted  her  aa  his  aister ;  and  to  lier  au»* 
pxiae  she  aoon  after  fiaind  it  waa  not  hie 
iBtantion  to  noaain,  eren  an  hom^  ot 
BiQoldands»  ixat  to  retam  to  London 
iaunediatdly« 

^  Nay,  nay^  mjr  dear  Htda  giri,"  «hak«* 
ing  ;the  haod  of  Constanee»  and  atifi 
langhing,  lihe  young  man  eonthniad, 

"  dotft 
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'*  don't  affect  any  surprise  at  my  wishin^ 
to  escape  the  society  of  my  wife ;  for 
you  must  be  aware  she  is  a  devilish  dull 
oompanion  when  left  to  a  Ute-äiHe; 
but  I  came  hither  with  her  ladyship  to 
prevent  her  refusing,  on  the  plea  of  be- 
ing  obliged  to  travel  alone,  to  rusticate 
a  while  here.  A  litüe  white  fib  in  my 
tum  was  justifiable,  you  must  allow,  and 
therefore  I  pretended  it  was  my  inten- 
tion  to  remain  at  Brooklands  a  while, 
and  make  fiiends  with  old  guardy ;  but, 
ere  we  had  left  Liondon  behind  us  a  do- 
zen  miles,  the  truth  came  out ;  and  after 
my  lady  had  expended  her  anger  upon 
me,  by  a  few  faarmless  epithets,  she  no 
longer  considered  my  confession  a  dis- 
appointment.  I  can  no  longer,  you 
know,  make  her  fine  speeches ;  we  are 
married — ^have  been  so  more  than  four 
months,  and  I  sincerely  believe  she  is  as 
thoroughly  tired  of  my  society  as  I  am 
of  hers.  Come,  oome,  do  not  look  so 
graye/'  again  shaking  the  band  still  left 

within 


THE  ITNCLBS.  $9 

within  his ;  ''  I  am  as  proud  of  the  beau« 
ty  of  my  wife  as  ever ;  and  when  I  am 
reconciled  to  my  lady  mother,  I  shall 
get  her  to  patronize  Blanche,  and  oome 
back  for  her  in  style;  tili  when,**  he 
added,  in  a  half-confidential  tone,  ^  it 
will  be  as  well  for  her  to  remain  with 
you.  No  beau  here  to  fürt  and  play 
the  fool  with,  and  talk  nonsense  with, 
such  as  her  boyish  husband,  as  she  thinks 
proper  tocall  me,  chooses  to  resenf 

With  another  oordial  shake  of  the 
band,  lord  M arlowe  left  his  amazed  sis- 
ter,  and  vaulted  on  a  horse,  which  a 
servant  at  the  door  was  holding  in  readi- 
ness  for  him ;  whüst  Constanoe,  won- 
dering  and  surprised,  slowly  ascended 
the  stairs,  to  rejoin  her  sister  in  the 
drawing-room. 

Fitzowen  however  was  the  only  per- 
son  there.  He  had  just  retumed  fipom 
a  ride  which  he  was  that  moming  oblig- 
ed  to  take,  upon  the  ostensible  business 
that  had  brought  him  to  Brooklands ; 

had 


40  THS  UNCX^ES. 

had  paased  tlurough  the  hall  wheiä  CoUr 
rtance  wts  csQnvendng  witli  lord  Mar. 
lowe ;  tnd  had,  in  the  drawiiig-room»  ae^s, 
fiir  a  momo&t,  the  beaut^l  viseountess, 
who  was  now  r^tired  rnth  her  auQt  to 
her  apairtmenL 

Constance  vrm  hartening  to  rejoin  bw 
sUter,  bat  was  prevented  by  I>ltzowen 
piacing  a  ktta*  in  her  band»  Und  in&rmr 
ingher  itfaad  that  snomlog  hem  §n^ 
trusted  to  him,  as  he  had  promisii^  to 
deÜvtr  it  to  her  the  first  oppO€tutiity. 

A  Uttfe  aurprbad  at  the  mo^mxstmßß» 
aha  i^nced  her  ejre  over  tbe  direetioii  i 
it  was  wrttten  in  a  band  per£^tly  iMir 
known  to  her.  6he  tfaen  tumed  it,  mA 
enmiDed  the  aeal  wben  her  surp^m 
beoame  ftSl  gceater,  aß  tlie  ar^s  oi  bar 
mother^s  family  then  met  her  viffw,  ÜV 
ske  was  oot  aware  tfaat  mey  o£  her  ma- 
tcmal  «datiiHis  yet  oirvived  bff  Pvro 
paimit.  Aeddentally  looldng  f^  Fj^ 
fmm  m  {hece  tsAediom  pa^sfii  aerosp 
her  mliid,  Conatanor  d»Mr7ed  Im  duk 

eye 
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eye  was  fixed  oa  her,  annd  that  a  anile 
played  round  h»  moutk  Eagevly  Ae 
then  reqoested  he  would  teQ  her  from 
whom  tfae  letttr  came;  bat,  laughing, 
he  advised  her  to  read  the  contents, 
whieh  would  doubtless  inform  her 
better;  and  following  his  oounsel,  she 
faroke  the  seal,  and,  to  her  incieased  sur- 
pviae,  read  tbe  fottoTnngUnea:*— 


^  irr  DSAR  NISCB, 

''  I  ssivr  you  at  chureh  lost 
Sanday,  and  was,  I  assure  yoo,  moeb 
pkeased  hj  yoiir  deportment  I  saw 
also  you  weie  very  Hkc  your  poor  mcw 
ther,  and  my  pleasure  was  not  dimini^ 
ed;  therdbre,  if  yoa  wish  to  bebend, 
finr  the  first  tißae,  the  hrother  o£  youv 
lost  parent,  I  shall  be  most  bappy  to 
^sibrace  you  aa  a  niece.  Mr.  Fitsowen, 
ftr  sueb  I  find  is  the  name  of  the  gen- 
tleman  who  Is  to  be  tbe  bearer  of  thb 

note, 
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note,  will  conduct  you  to  me ;  and  tili 
tlie  meeting  takes  place,  I  remain 
"  Your  affectionate  uncle, 

"  Edmund  Bedingfield/' 


'*  What  am  I  to  think  of  this,  Mr. 
Fitzowen?'*  exclaimed  the  still  more 
amazed  Constance,  as  she  put  this  Gu- 
rions episüe  into  his  hand.  '^  I  had  no 
idea  my  uncle  Edmund,  of  whom  I 
have  frequently  heard  my  poor  father 
speak,  was  still  aliye.  It  is  more  than 
thirty  years  since  he  settled  in  America: 
no  intelligence  has  been  received  of  him 
for  a  very  great  length  of  time ;  and  I 
think  I  can  remember  once  hearing  my 
poor  father  say,  he  had  leamed  my 
uncle  was  no  more.  But  pray  gratify 
my  curiosity  by  telling  me,  where  you 
met  this  stränge  personage,  who  he  is 
like,  where  he  professes  to  come  from, 

and 
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and  how  you  became  aoquainted  with 
him?" 

^*  You  are  a  most  formidable  catechi- 
zer/'  returned  Fitzowen,  laughing  at  the 
earnest  manner  in  which  these  interro- 
gations  were  put ;  **  but,  to  answer  in 
your  own  summary  style,  I  reply,  that  I 
became  acquainted  with  your  correspon« 
dent  only  this  morning,  that  I  instant- 
ly  saw  a  likeness  in  him  to  Mrs.  Tre- 
lawney,  that  he  professes  to  come  from 
America,  and  that  he  certainly  admires 
you  extremely.*^ 

*^  But  in  what  manner  did  you  first 
become  acquainted  ?''  again  inquired  the 
impatient  Constance :  '^  how  did  you 
diseover  him  to  be,  as  he  says,  a  relation 
of  mine  ?  which  I  own  I  cannot  prevail 
upon  myself  to  credit.'* 

"  Whoever  this  hero  of  romance  really 
is,  in  your  opinion,"  returned  Fitzowen, 
^*  it  appears  to  me  at  least  that  he  is  the 
person  he  represents  himself.  Mr.  Be- 
dingfield  certainly  resembles,  as  I  have 

before 


u^ 
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acknowledge  you,  my  dear  sir,  reallj 


arer 


Mr.  Arlingford's  orbs  were  now  un- 
usually  distended :  he  unceremoniously 
snatched  the  letter  from  the  band  of  his 
niece,  eagerly  ran  it  over,  and,  on  ccm- 
cluding  it,  rang  a  viölent  peal  for  Jobn. 
On  bis  appearance,  be  roared  out — 
"Jobn,  go  fetcb  Mr.  Bedingfield  to 
mer 

Tlie  old  man  stared,  appeared  more 
tban  balf-terrified,  as  be  looked  appre- 
bensively  at  Constance,  witb  an  (3xpres- 
sion  of  countenance  wbicb  plainly  said 
— "  Is  my  queer  old  master  gope  mad 
ornot?*' 

Constance  ans wered  witb  a  smile  that 
dispelled  tbis  vague  alarm,  and,  tunpng 
to  ber  unele,  sbe  bade  bim  rememfaer, 
Mr.  Fitzowen  alone  was  aequainted  with 
tbe  residence  of  Mr.  Bedingfield,  for 
wbom  Jobn,  witbout  fartber  informap 
tion, .  migbt  long  searcb  for  in  vain ; 
^  and  besides,"  $he  added,  "  if  tbe  wri- 

ter 
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ter  of  this  letter  really  is  my  uncle,  do 
you  not  think  I  ought  to  be  the  first  to 
seek  him  out?" 

^'  Who  the  devil  do  you  suppose  him 
to  be  but  your  mother's  brother  ?"  Mr, 
Arlingford  angrily  exdaimed.  **  What 
nonsense  is  running  in  your  foolish  head 
now,  ehild  ?  Go  to  him  directly,  and 
leave  me  to  quiet,  if  possible.  I  am  not 
fond  of  these  bustling  doings." 

Constanee  hesitated  not  to  obey :  ac- 
oompanied  by  Fitzowen,  she  proeeeded 
to  a  farmhouse  in  the  village,  where  the 
latter  informed  her  Mr.  Bedingfield  had 
taken  up  his  abode,  and  that  he  had 
been  established  there  nearly  a  week. 
In  the  course  of  their  walk,  she  again 
inquired  of  her  companion  by  what 
means  he  had  first  become  acquainted 
with  her  new-found  unele ;  and  gather- 
ed  from  his  Information,  that  he  had 
paßsed  the  latter  that  morning,  on  the 
road  to  — ,  towards  whieh  place  he 
had  been  riding ;  and  that  Mr.  Beding- 

field'8 
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Aeld^^MTse  pvo'vring  Taäuar  oinridy,  and 
Ins  ridar  in  danger  of  beiug  tbrown,  die 
had  assisted  him  to  dismausit,  and  tbe 
kost  «scaping  «oon  after  &Dm  his  mas- 
iidi^iS  baiul,  faad  igalloped  Aiocne,  whifher 
Fitzewen  aoconpamed  tfae  utrsngat, 
mbose  "vmA  'n^as  spramed  ön  attemptiiig 
to  detam  ildie  yestive  janimal. 

^'Oor  converBation,''  Fitzowen  tfaen 
continued,  ^'  insensibty  tuvned  on  tbe 
inhabiftaiits  of  iBrcoklands.  Mr.  JBe- 
dhigfield  inquired  so  particularly  omu- 
«etnhig  yon  *and  yontr.äfiters,  thatjngr 
OuiiMitijr  iVEas  excited  to  ikiuMr  :£xim 
wi^nae  ptoceeded  .6ueh  inlferest  an  im 
faxt,  'and  he  then  candidly  informed  ase 
of  his  relationship  :to  <y  oa;  ^tolkljineiä'am 
3Mrhat  part  of  ibbe  wodd iie  came, isodaf 
hie  vnBh  to  isee  )Iiis  ^üeoas  oindbsen^d. 
I  jfound  ^idsD  tfa«t  ihe  mas  mscdi  idiaap- 
^omtefl,  «n  heamig  ineom  me  Mzs.  Ar* 
ÜDgfof  d  'mm  not,  4i6  on  «eeing  hi»:  .at 
«burch  yadBrfay  >he  im^gmed,  -d«  ^ 
yonthfiil  irelations ;  liniiteigfaing  Ut^ 

terly 
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terly  at  your  uncle's  marrying  so  young 
a  woman ;  and  at  length  ooncluded  with 
requesting  me  to  be  the  bearer  of  the 
note  I  have  ddivered  to  you.'* 

Thls  little  narrative  had  just  ended, 
when  they  arrived  within  sight  of  the 
farmhouse,  against  the  door  of  which 
Constanee  perceived  some  person  Stand- 
ing; and  Fitzowen  had  just  time  to 
add,  it  was  Mr.  Bedingfield  watefaing 
his  return,  as  the  latter,  descrying  their 
approachy  hurried  forward  to  meet  them. 

'^  You  have  then  been  able  to  persuade 
the  dear  child  to  retum  with  you/'  heex- 
claimed,  with  a  good-humoured  smile,  as 
he  held  out  a  band  to  eaeh  of  his  visitors ; 
*'  I  Warrant  you  some  persuasion  was 
necessäry  to  induce  her  to  take  so  long  a 
walk,  merely  to  beoome  aequainted  with 
a  second  cross  old  uncle.  Is  it  not  so  ?" 
he  added,  drawing  Constanee  towaids 
him,  and  saluting  her  cheek  as  he  spoke. 
"  Now  do  teil  the  truth  for  once  in  your 
tife— did  not  you  think,  by  my  epistle, 
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that  you  would  be  ill*rewarded  for  tibe 
üouble?" 

Cofistance^  much  amuaed  by  the  in- 
quiry»  made  a  sportive  re^y,  «nd  Uien 
proeeeded  to  in  vite  her  new  uncle»  in  Mr. 
Arlingford'a  name,  to  retum  with  lier; 
apologizing;  at  the  same  üme,  for  Ins 
Qofe  perwoidly  mdking  tbe  requert^  aa  fae 
aeldcm  or  ever  left  tbe  boose. 

^  Wbo  taugfat  yott  to  roake  all  tbeae 
sort  of  pretty  apeeohes?''  tbe  old  gentie- 
äsen  arcbly  r^oiaed,as  he  fibced  bis  bmgb«* 
lag  ütde  grey  eye»  upon  her  face  — 
'^  yonr  fine  $park  bere?  or  waa  uncfe 
Arfingfbrd  your  tutor?" 

*^  )jks  indeed»*'  ciied  Constanoe,  laugb- 
mg  at  the  last  idm :  ''  I  am  not  at  aH 
ifidfibted  to  »y  imde  for  inatruetiofi  on 
tbat  point ;  l  sather  tbtnk  thia  tafenl  ia 
ii|]iftte*«-«at  least  I  cannot»  f^  tlns  pveactit 
aaomettt,  raoidleQt  Mr.  FttaMMvea  baa  hy 
axaiople  iaqaioiied  aae  in  tbe  acooBapltfb- 
aiian;t;  bwkaltfltle  tia»  will enaUb you 
to  j;iis%^  ^  yottOMlf  m  thalz  »flpaat: 

«dl 


m      •« 


■-• 


tnn  «vrcLiSi  il 

^  Why,  ye«,  I  thhik  I  #ill}  thAt  ift 

fi^l  tM^{yt  me  «3  fokMk«  \#lMlly  th« 
«omf^Mtft  c€  my  öwü  hötxte,  liow«v«» 
Mug  «nd  kmly  that  Mcyf  ttiar)^  116«    9a% 

6okne,  #dld,  ^ive  cti^  your  bM!^,  «iA  leC 
in«  ^  ölüd  86e  wh«e  Mki  of  Mh  MliHMA 
tbis  cthef  «lAcIe  of  yoürs  tJMiy  b»." 

GrMtiy  mtettmneA  by  «b«  ödcBty  «f 
her  ta^w  r^latioti,  Coi^Btöi)^  tidiu^l^ 
WÜb  hifi^  ir^^fiiiMt ;  aild  aä  äley  (MM66äd€id 
<m  tbcär  tralk,  b«d  teitüi^  to  i^äffi^e  fb« 
eomrtetiatiee  ittld  ittififtiteM  6f  h»  tta«#^ 
«Mi  uMle,  wbieb  äpp6ai^  in  «tfotigf  «tot» 
trsMt  tiy  ihö^  di  het  p^metiA  mtf,  TiM 
tttmoA  tieaitneifö  wa»  visibtei  itt  fcbd  pC!^^ 
scm  öf  tbe  fordier;  bis  f«w  tti^  sÜTöf 
bai»  were  eemb^d  itftftiigbt  ov^r  bi^  hetA 
itttä  t^iA^» ;  bh  bri^  im«e  aüid  rtid«* 
bucklet,  bi9  gdd^fa^adeä  äih^,  atid  «IM««. 

fnBy4»rü2ftv^  bat  atid  ciwt^  M  c«iod  told 
bf«t  lio  w  ^HfeitMt  i»«ni  biü  b«MtM  «6  fl»M« 
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o{  tbe  indolent  and  coarse-minded  bem^ 
to  whom  she  was  condacting  bim.   Nor 
was  tbe  ligbt  and  still-agile  step  of  Mr. 
Bedingfield  less   remarkable  tban.the 
beavy  duU  tread  of  Mr.  Arlingford.  The 
Gountenance  of  tbe  former  expressed,  an 
aenteness  of  intelleet,  an  animation,  and 
a  kindness  of  beart«   tbat  cbeered  all 
witbin  its  influenee.   .Mn  Arlingford, 
on  tbe  contrary,  wore  a  constant  frown 
on  bi&i  gloomy  brow;  bis  manners  were 
tbe  most  repellent;  and  bis  voice,  natu- 
rally  deep,  was  never  beard  in  any  other 
tone  than  tbat  of  a  disoontented.  growL 
Mr.  Bedingfield  was  exactly  tbe  reverse 
— tbe  notes  were  somewbat  sbrilL  but 
not  nnpleasing;   bis  conversation  was 
liyely  and.enterta^ning;  and  before  tbeir 
walk  eoncluded,  Constance  feit  every  in- 
clination  to  love  and  respect  tbe  good 
old  man,  as  mudi  as  sbe  often  vainly 
wisbed  sbe  could  ber  ptber  uncle. 

Mr.  Arlingford  most  wonderfully.  ex- 
erted  bimself  to  meet  bis  yisitor  at  tbe 

door 
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cloor  of  his  study,  and  actually  growled 
forth  a  note  of  welcome. 

**  Thank  you,  thank  you,  my  dear 
friend  P'  returned  the  latter,  shaking  ra- 
ther  too  warmly  the  band  extended  to 
him.  "  I  am  as  glad  as  you  can  be  to 
find  myself  once  more  in  my  native 
land^  and  amidst  old  friends  and  young 
relations— ay,  and  young  friends  too  T 
he  added,  nodding  to  Fitzowen.  ^*  But 
come,  you  •  have  not  shewn  me  all  the 
tredsures  you  have  acquired  since  my 
äl>i^Ace  fit>m  old  England.  Why,  man, 
I  hear  you  have,  some  way  or  pther, 
piicked  up  a  young  wife,  arid  have  an- 
other  bf  the'gräces,  besides  this  one,  a 
temporary  resident  under  your  roo£  I 
am  half-crazy  to  see  them — ^^how  can  you 
let  them  be  absent  a  moment  from  your 
sight  ?  '  Send  for  them  down,  I  pray : 
my  impatience  'canhot  longer  be  con- 
trolled.^' 

Con6tance  now  left  the  room  to  seek 
her  auht  and  sister ;  and  having  inform- 

D  3  ed 
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#4  th9m  of  tbe  di(Kx>v6iy  und  tiriv«}  af 

their  new  relatioiii  th^y  retum^  witb 
Itwto  tbe  ^pgrtm^nt  slie  h^d  qiutted, 
sa:]^  wer«  introduced  t>j  h<^  taber  im^. 

Mr-  Bedipgfield  apfpear^d  mud^  plm$* 
&i  witb  th?  gentle,  Üioygb  ev^r-melaiH 
cboly4(K4üng  Mn^  Arluigibrd,  and  grenlr 
ly  atruok  by  tlw  bwuty  eS  lady  Maiv 
lowQ ;  bat  wben  tbi^  ladk»  l^ft  tbe  romHf 
tQ  dfess  §01  dwner«  tQ  wbißh  Äff <  R^ 
dingfi^ld  had  agieed  ta  stay,  be  tumed 
ta  FitTOww»  wd  qukikly  e^^claiiiied«^ 
*'  J  bop«  ypu  $r?  not  boyisb  «ough  t» 
pi«f«v  bwQty  to  mwe  I  Wb«l;  tbe  devot 
m«da  you  look  90  long  wA  earoeatly  «1 
that  youug  wife?  ßbe  cm  nevep  be  any 
thing  tQ  you,  and  I  bed  tbought  b^are* 
hwd  yQur  taste  bad  been  better«** 

Fit^owtn  bad  indeed  been  ec^ncatly  le» 
gardbif  tbe  you]:ig  yißOQQnt698 ;  not  fivHO 
any  increas^  sentimept  of  adniimti^Hb 
but  he  had  been  comparing  the  fretful  dU^ 

satiisfaction  «q  evident  on  her  lo^ely  ooan- 
tenanc^  with  tbe  aweetnec»  of  espreawm 

for 


Ibr  which  her  sistef^s  was  ao  remwkable^ 
But  colouring  from  surprise  at  this  un« 
«tpected  attack»  be  remoined  silent; 
aod  Mr.  Bedingfidd,  sbaking  bis  bead 
at  kim^  continued^-*'*  Now  I  will  lay 
any  wager  tbis  beauty  of  yoars  has  nevev 
extended  a  tbought  heyond  tbe  ayxn^ 
mtkxy  of  ber  fine  person  and  featum ; 
md  I  am  equally  certain  ber  sister  bat 
HO  higker  opanion  of  berself  tban  a  prel« 
t^f  OQodest^  aenable,  and  weU-euItivatecl 
yoit^g  woinan  ougbt  to  entertain«'' 

Fitzowen  most  wilHngly  agreed  to  tbe 
trutb  of  tbis  remark»  and  tbe  old  gen« 
Üeman,.  somewbat  appeased,  proceeded 
-*^''  Yet  I  csannot  belp  imagining  tbere 
ia  a  sbade  of  melaneboly  on  ber  sweet 
little  fiicev  wbicb  does  not  seem  to  be  so 
natural  to  ber  as  to  Mrs.  Arlingford; 
bas  any  tbing  lately  oocurred  to  make 
ber  imhappy?"  and  Mr.  Bedingfield 
fixed  bis  brigbt  and  searbbing  ayes  on 
Fitzowen's  open  and  manly  eountenance 
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— "  has  any  thing;  I  say,  lately  happened 
to  gl ve  her  uneasiness  ?" 

"  Miss  Arlingford,  I  am  möst  sony 
to  say,".  replied  Fitzowen,  his  counte- 
nance  expressive  of  the  deep  regret  he 
feit,  *^  has  lately  had  the  misfortune  of 
losing  a  young,  lovely,  and  amiable  re- 
lative, to  whom  she  was  mueh  attached ;" 
and  Mr.  Bedingfield  appearing  anxious 
to » know  more  of  the  afiair,  Fitzow^i 
proceeded  to  relate  all  he  knew  of  poof 
Julia's  sufFerings,  and  dwelt  long  upon 
the  kiiidness  and  tenderness  she  had  re- 
ceived  from  Constance. 

Mr.  Bedingfield  listened  with  the  most 
eager,  the  most  earnest  attention ;  he 
remained  silent  for  a  few  moments  after 
Fitzowen  had  concluded ;  then  holding 
out  his  hand  to  him,  he  exelaimed — 
"  Good — ^very  good !  I  am  glad  you 
have  told  me.  Well,  well,  time  will  be 
of  Service  both  to  her  and  you." 

To  the  relief  of  Fitzowen,  who  feit 

pot 


not  ä  little  oonfused  at  this  stnng^  and, 
except  to  hin),  inexplicable  remaik,  tfaiey 
werenow  summoned  to  dinner;  and  be- 
fore  the  condusion  of  the  meal,  Mr. 
Arlingford  had  sunk  into  his'usual  tad« 
tum  mood*  Mr.  Bedingfield,  who  was 
in  every  respect  bis  oontrast;  langhed 
and  talked  with  Constanoe  throughdüt 
the  whole  time,  now  and  then  cästing 
such  an  ardi  glanoe  towards  his  hoat»  bs 
drew  maiiy  a  smile,  imposdble  to  be 
suppressed,  both  from  her  and  Fitz- 
owen, *  .;  ' 
Blanche  was  the  only  one  Who  ap. 
peared  dissatisfied,  and  her  sister  saw 
tooplainly  that  her  tempevwas  becom« 
ing  mote  fretfulthan  ever*  and  that  her 
featuresl, '  beautiful  as  they  were,  were 
be^nning  to  betray  the  ill-humour  und 
dijBCohtent;  which,  Ihough  elevated  near- 
ly'to  the  summit  of  her  wishes,  #a8  now 
dmost  haUtualto  her, 

'  Though  an  adept  herseif  at  discover- 
iDgaU  that  was  passing  in  the' minds  of 

:'  d5  her 


tmfy  infanfad  tius  teknt  fiN»  bor  «mh 
ttroal  tmck^  who  wm  now  afaoi  ac«>» 
titely  fMmImng  the  «bmnoter  i^  h» 
siafeer^i  oottQAePOMß  1  imid  Im  wnküMsf 
tmottd  thfi  Mk^  ci  tgmtevofk  ke  wm 
Ing^MMiig^  to  «Rtertmn  Ibr  tfie  hm^tih 

laon  mi  iMr  pwt  to.  pitWQike  tbo  qouvms 
tttiMd.  Ib  idm  sfa#  aertaänly  WM99fML 
but  unwittingly  thus  gave  fresh  foo4  i^r 

tiMt  ewteiaipt  ihe  was  aa  aiviiaiw  to 

«ad  nyniMrof  A^trirasifllcKt  saMfck^ 
atfudc  «irai  tbe  qmsI  corodi  oJbMnm» 

eM^pG»  tbe  Wift  «gr«  mä  intaUMft  oC  Mik 

for  him  to  form  Im  ^ima9k  Md  nftor 

tlMt  wMonm  fiMvif  t)«r  bMiuliful«iea- 

ten; 


Un  f  he  seemed  lieither  to  see  nor  hear 
her  agnin ;  Ut  undivided  attention  was 
ghren  to  Constaaoe»  who^  fbt  onoe  nA^ 
kd,  wae  induced  to  thmk  she  bad  pro- 
^NKited  hiiiiy  by  ber  exertioiM,  fiom  pc^«» 
ing  mueh  legaid  to  ai^  otfaer  penon 
bat  hcrseUl 

After  dinner,  Fitaowen  announeed 
bis  intenkioit  of  lea  ving  tfaat  paart  of  the 
coimtcj^  bia  badneis  in  it  being  coik 
dttded;  and  boiwever  rdoetant,  he  mmt 
titat  evcning  bid  fivewell  to  ttiB  jM^tent 
drde. 

^  Axk  you  going  ao  Tcry*  aoon,  Mr. 
Fitamwen?"  exclahorf Manche^  teaw et 
vcKation  nting  to  ber  beautifbl  efen 
'*  I  d[d  bope  yxm  wmid  bave  reinained 
a  Utile  knger^  at  leaat  anotber  week/ 
wfa«,  I  sinoeffe]^  tmst;  Ibrd  Mariowe, 
or  aomdbody  cIm^  wül  eome.  Sureljr 
ymi  HBgbli  stvjT  tiU  tbat  time  arrived?* 

^Nagr,  nay,  my  dear  mandhe^"^  le» 
tmned  €an8tantt,  ber  coloar  heighteii- 
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ing  at  th<e  implied,  tbough  whdly-unin«' 
tentional  rudenesä:  cöntained  in  this  re-- 
quest,  *'  I  think  it  would  be  &r  better 
to  propose,  as .  an  ^  amendment  of  your 
plan,  that  Mr.  Fitssowen  should,  as\he 
must  leave  Brooklandis^   qidt  us  noi^, 
and  return  at  the  conclusion  of  another 
week.     Lord  Marlowe,  .1  hope,-  wcmld 
then  arrive  to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  bis 
society>  ißstead  öf ;  «Khiring  tiie  marti- 
fication  of  seeing  f  an .  agre^able  coibpa^ 
nion  depart  at  the  iiiotnent  dmost  of 
bis  arrival,"  .  . 

"  On  my  word,  yoüng  gentieman," 
exokimed  Mr.  Bedingfield;  with  an^cmfi- 
ness  of  manner  peculiar  to  bünfielf,;Myoii 
ao-e  a  most  iHghly-bcmouredmoi^afil  l  Here 
is  a  beauteOus  wife  sobcitiiig  your'good 
Company,  in  tbe  absence  of  her  husband, 
as  a  resouroe  against  enrmi;  mA^here  is 
another  l€|dy  ontbis  «ide,  'as.cöunsel  fer 
tbis  self^same  absent  spouse, :  «idearonr- 
Ing  to  bribe  you  witb  ber-  smiles  to  his 

Support — 
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Support— he  'being,  I  suppose,  when  at 
BrooklandSj  sübject  also  to  the  -  Haxne 
foulfiend/'  f 

Rather  say/'  retümed  Fitzowen, 
che:  lady  is  as  kindly  wishing  to  pro- 
long  the  happiness  I  now  enjoy,  as  the 
othet  is  anxiotis  to  deprive  meof  it; 
hoping  that  when  Mr.  Arlingford  has 
once  agmn  dosed  his  doors  agfidnst  tte, 
HO  persuasions  of  mine^  or  even  of  lady 
Marlowe's,  will  prevail  upon  him  to 
admit  me^  within  their  folds  a  seoönd 
time."  ... 

^^  'Mrs;  Arlingford,  as  Fitzowen  spoke/ 
fmbied  ishe  percöived  him  look  for  an 
iiistänt  ^  her  husband  with  a  möre'than 
uBaally-e:itpreS8iTe  gknee ;  and  she  Was 
oohfirtned  in  this  idea  by  the  well-knoWn 
exclamation  now  muttered  by  her  ami- 
able  helpmate^— '*  Pshaw !  nonsense!  I 

am*  nbt'fond  of ''  The  remaihder  she 

heard  not ;  for  Constance,  far  frMn  sus* 
pecting  ^'  more  was  meant  than  met  the 

ear," 


dw  wcHijd  Qflivw  ig»&  ivwtttra  on  a 
cond  attempt  at  civility  towarda 
of  dicfle  latoicAl  gfntleiaen;  and  Mrs. 
AtHngfovd  riaiiig  firiwi  tat^l^»  tiavisgr 
liuited  tok  their guest  h«  boakMiid's  chiiljr 
««rtoia  «f  mppi»g  afUr  dkm«,  tbcgr 
were  wem  jdliM^  by  him  and  hit  qmon 
pwloft  itt  tiie  drowii^-KKwu  iHmu  Mn 
Bedtng^dd  inforaifid  tbarn  Iw  bad  made 
ft  nmcb  bolter  iirra^|eimBt  wHh  Ifir. 
FitMwen  tbwi  ^Ibar  oT  bk  i»me$  had 
d<Mie ;  tbat  gentleman  having  oomptied 

wüb  hia  KeqiMat  of  oomf^mg  a  ipacuit 
«Aiambec  at  th^  ürm,  b»  oider  lo  be  bia 
giMidß  Q¥ef  tba  adjomu^eoiiiijbyt  wbkb 
ba  nudb  wbihed  to  e:sfiifOMk  i»le»dii^ 
if  be^  libed  it»  tt>  pitob  hi»  taut  tfacce  finr 
a  wbikw 

Mm  Arluig&rd  and  Crav^MMt 
pM9sad.l;be  plenvure  tbey  fidt  at  tid 
tdJjgaMa;  «nd  w  tbe  pavtgr  wpwalapg 
^aii^t,  %ht  bittcar  pnoonisad  to  comiHk 

bar 


hfir  fimMirlte  lionff^  wd  fMXXMqMBQr  tlM 
genüemen  in  their  excunion  ob  tbe 
nusnfQW; 


CHAFTSa  Ilt 


T?A9ßni0  tbe  chittnbQhd<Mr  of  Mc  Ar« 
lungfai^  «I  tbe  evBoing  of  tbe  «ttOMtd»^ 
u)g^yw«fidtiy  tlmt  had  paned  niMt  pk^ 
ani%  in  tW  «odety  of  h«  tw^  oompth 

voioroC  her  umeto  dfiMuig  ber  ta.wme 

''  J  9m  Dofe  fand  of  debate«,  MiwGbii«^ 
steieot"  Iwiu  immi^diately  €M  hör  enler. 
ii^  geomhA  Qu^  ''  Dor  um  I  fend  of 

repeatjncp  eitfa«  qiiOstimA  or  eammiindft  i 
bttt  l  no>w,  01166  for  «1^  mafttm^  dflui» 
yqiif  to  leodloct  y cmr  pixtamtk  Bämeuh 
hm,  neltfaer    Mr«.  Fitaow«  nor  Me. 

Bedingfield 
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Bedingfield  are  persons  to  tth^Ave  you 
ftotnit"  '  '  •'     '       j 

Constance,  for  a  moment,  was  nearly 
overpowered  by  surprise  at  this  long 
Speech;  and  unable,  and  indeed  dis- 
indined  to  refrain  from  laughing,  she 
hesitated  not  to  indulge  her  mhlh  a 
little.  Buf  presently,  imitating,  as 
usual,  the  pompous  gravity  of  man- 
ner  she  was  so  accustomed  to,  replied 
— **  I  am  not  füiid  of  rqpeatlng  pro- 
mises  dnce^tndde-^I  am  'not  fbnd  of 
being  takeh  to  task  like  a  .school-]^rl-~ 
and  I  am  kiiKt  fond'of  being  detained 
tltotaThy  rest;  ^tiierefdre»'  my  dear  gtiar- 
dy>  oTice  more^  good*>night!  and  remem- 
ber,  a  prbilkisä  once  given  will  ever  be 
held  sacred  by  Cbnstance  Arlingford."' 

Kissing  her  band  to  the  amiable  being 
now  befolg  h^/<she'l^  the  apartenent ; 
büt  ere  shii  d«sed  the  do^  ^iafter  her, 
addäd— ^^  Remember,  abo;  my  debr  un« 
iAe,  your  i;erl!ia/  (W*omise  must  be*  held 
4saered;  öv  the  compact  is  void ;''  and 
^  without 
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without  staying  for  an  answer,  she  re- 

treated  to  her  own  Chamber. 

^    To  '  her    surprise    she    there   found 

Blanche  awaiting   her  entrance^    who, 

without  giving  her  time  to  inquire  who 

had  brought  her  from  her  own  apart- 

ment,   exdaimed  — "  Oh,   Constance! 

Marlowe  is  become  reconciled  to  bis  mo- 

ther ;  and  she  has  written  me,  to  desire 

I  would  join  her  in  London  as  soon  as  I 

please ;  therefore  I  have  abeady  given 

Orders  fbr  my  departure,  and  to-morrow 

I  shall  be  on  the  road  to  that  dear  town; 

I  never,  I  think,  was  so  happy  before  !*^ 

ReproachfuUy  shaking  her  head,  Con« 

stance,  half-smiling,  replied — ^*  I  am  glad 

lord  Marlowe  is  not  present  to  hear  that 

declaration,   my  dear  sister;  and  now 

forgive  me  for  what  I  am  going  to  say ; 

but  surely  it  would  be  better  for  your 

own  sake  to  defer  your  joumey  another 

day.     You  are  scarcely  yet  recovered 

ffom  that  you  took  hither,  and  just  at 

present  too  much  fatigue  would  be  most 

injurious. 
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ilQu^      OUige  m^  b^  endurioff  »3r 
Society  four-aiid4w^ty  botiirs  longer." 

"  No,  Om^tsLW»/'  b4y  Mm'lowe  proud- 
ly,  andi  w«th  w  mr  ef  piqite^  rcplied; 
''  I  wiU  not  d€f<^  o^  <xwn  Ikappiness  mi 
wi^  qf  tbcKse  £boli$h  pfetaenjceo.  As  to 
my  b^ltb  being  iitjured  by  esLerciae,  it 
U  tb^  gc?fit^  fcdly  posaiUe  to  imi^uie. 
Hud  I  coDtmuod  m  this  dmU  place  cny 
l^ngtb  ^f  time»  I  b^lieve  that  might 
hft^e  b^ea  tbi9  <we;  arid  u  &x  reDwo^ 
ing  b^rCj,  mtjsi  %  vie^r  of  aeetag  moce 
of  you^  it  woiold  be*  te  Utiäe  purpose^  if 
yqu  im  ridÄag  about  th^  ooMutry  »Q  day 
wikb  Fit«ow€»." 

^  Foit  /^'tsoiM'«!^  r^  JSedingfigld"  »^ 
plied  Gonatanee,  laugbing,.  **  md  I  vnü 
pla^  guUty  t^  tbe  charge;  bat  I  asauve 
you  my  nc4  soon^  rc^ining  you  was 
in  from  b^irg  tbe  fault  of  tbe  fonser 
g^EXtimsan^  who  a^rearaL  timeB  xemmM 
my  unok  bQw  long  we  bad  beeii  absent 
ftom  yq»  i  and  a^vectd  tinoea,  at  bis  ang- 

fa9tv>i)w  v^  türmd  our  boraca  baada  m  a 

direction 
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dkection  homewards.  Bat  I  knovr  not 
how  it  w«3»  some  object  or  anothor  di«w 
US  perpetuaUy  out  of  tbe  proper  ro^ ; 
and  not  in  tbe  least  nware  tbi«  would  be 
tbe  last  day  you  could  spare  to  us»  bofn 
ing  to  pass  many  bappy  and  acxäal  houn 
in  your  90(»ety,  l  diaregarded  Mr«  Fitz- 
owi^n's  r^peated  a$auianc#«  tbat  l  look^ 
as  I  reaUy  Mt^  mueb  fatigued;  and  t» 
oblige  amr  kiod  good-bumoured  und^ 
ai^companied  bim  wbf  rtvar  be  ehose  t» 
lead  the  way." 

Blanche,  wbo«e  foolish  anger  bad  been 
Mmewhat  appeaaed  by  tbe  b^noing  «f 
tbia  e:KplanaÜQii,  coloured  wUh  wounded 
vanity  at  the  eandusion«  as  sha  ck cbdoi« 
ad«*^''  Sq$  tbefijt  FitzQwen^  very  gFO«! 
poütenes«  toward»  me  wai»  you  would 
insinuate,  only  an  excuse  to  spare  you 
ficQm  too  great  &tigue.  I  bäte  sucb  hy» 
pocriay  on  bis  part»  and  am  aurprised  at 
sudi  ^anity  on  3rQura." 

Constanze  gaaed  at  ber  sistar  in  sUent 
astoniabment  for  a  few  aeomdst  tbw 

'  gravely, 


68  THE  UNCLES. 

gravely,  but  gently,  said — "  What  is  Mr. 
Fitzowen,  or  any  of  bis  hypocritical  eiL- 
cuses,  to  the  wife  of  lord  Marlowe  ?** 

"  -What  is  Mh  Fitzowen  to  you,  Miss 
Arlingford  ?*'  retorted  Blanche,  almost 
crying  with  passion. 

^  Afriend^  replied  Constance,  with 
grave  impressive  dignity ;  "  as  'such  I 
shall  ever  Hope  to  regard  him— as  such, 
I  doübt  not,  you  and  lord  Marlowe  con- 
sider  him*^änd  as  such,  I  believe  him 
worthy  of  your  regard.'*  '  ^ 

^*  Aiid  I  bfelievei"  reftumed  thcf  angry 
Äläüdhö,-^  ^  liilat'  yooL  fiave  tnadfr  use  of 
the  very  ekprfessions,  or  somethitig  like 
them,  I  did  to  my  lord's  mamma,  on 
purpose  •  to  deceive  her,  the  very*  day 
previous  tö  the  one  on  which  we  ran  off 
to  Scotland.** 

*^  Good-night,  Blanche  !'*  exclaimed 
tbe  now-justly  oflfended  ConstancCj  as 
she  took  up  her  <*ahdle,  and  left  tlie 
apartmerit;  When  going  baök  to  the 
drawing-röom,  she  remained  there  tili 

she 
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she  heard  her  sister  retum  to  her  own 
Chamber. 

With  the  dawn  of  morning,  every  in- 
dividual  in  the  house  was  disturbed  by 
the  noise  attending  the  packing  and 
cording  of  lady  Marlowe's  trunks.  Con- 
stance  sprang  from  her  bed  at  the  furi- 
ous  peal  Mr.  Arlingford's  bell  rang,  and, 
in  pity  to  the  nerves  of  her  aunt,  she 
quickly  dressed  herseif,  and  hurried 
down,  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  bustle 
in  the  hall  reaching  again  the  ear  of  her 
uncle. 

To  her  astonishment,  she,  on  descend- 
ing,  found  lady  Marlowe  ready  equip- 
ped  for  her.  joumey,  her  carriage  at  the 
door,  and  herseif  at  the  point  of  st^p- 
ping  into  it. — "  Were  you  then  going 
to  leave  us  ?"  Constance  hastily  exclaim- 
ed,  drawing  her  sister  into  the  break- 
fast-parlour,  and  scarcely  able  to  articu- 
late,  from  surprise,  agitation,  and  a  feel- 
ing  almost  amounting  to  Indignation  : 
<<  were  you  going  to  leave  Brooklands, 

nay 
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my  dear  Bhtiehe,  without  ^veti  tfa^ 
slightest  farewell  to  our  uncle  ?  Sotely 
ycnir  condiict  will  appear  to  him  very 
ongrateful ;  and  surely.  Blanche,  I  have 
not  dederved  such  cavalier  treatment* 

*  t  am  certain,  Constance,  I  did  not 
mMori  to  offend  you.  My  aunt  knötrs 
oT  tny  hitention ;  1  toid  h^r  o£  it  hst 
night,  aftef  von  went  off  in  such  a  pet 
Ai  to  iny  uhcle,  I  am  iio  longer  mider 
his  eontrol;  and  now  that  lord  MariotM 
hSA  hMMie  i^condied  to  his  moth^r,  I 
shall  no  more  want  a  home.  I  sbaQ  not 
ttii^nefore  venture  upon  seemg  his  cfoss 
tM  Ate  ugsiti,  as  you  know  I  tras,  un- 
MbB  yoH,  always  so  afiraid  df  hIm :  so 
dö  not  detain  me  any  Äirthef  now,  Con^ 
Manw ;  I  wisb  to  %t  off  as  early  as  pos^ 
sible,  that  I  mfay  he  in  London  to-mor- 
rotr.  Yoit  must  comö  to  os  there,  when 
IdtA  Matiowe  takeS;a  house/' 

Sbloting  her  sister  as  she  finished 
spMläng;  th^  y^i:Mg  viscounteiisf  tiMn 
Hrtttf ned  flgabi  to  the  hau,  asca^iided  her 

elegant 


de^nt  csmage»  atid  WM  sooti  Mit  of 
agfat  cf  Brookfamxis» 

Constanoe  was  stBitled  from  tht  i«'» 
verie  mto  whidi  liiis  «tMßge  coDdmft 
had  thrown  her,  by  the  vwce  of  Mf« 
Bedingfidd^  wfao,  wUk  Fitsowen»  Witt 
then  Standing  beeide  her  at  die  haik 
door. 

'^  Queer  aort  of  behairiour,  oertamly  !* 
the  fofmer  exolahned^  aflet  initating 
most  ^xietijr  ffae  assuiBcd  airs  of  ^xmm^ 
c|ii€iiGe  Blanche  kad  giyen  herself»  as  als« 
parted  wkh  har  sister;  **<faeet  soitof 
behaviour  this  fbr  a  viscoantesat  Btrt 
oome,  chüd,  never  mind^^get  on  yoot 
hoünek,  aad  walk  with  yaur  ti^o  smaM 
beaux  a  little  before  breakfast/' 

'^  So  Bnffieh  ibr  titkd  wards  and  rela- 
ttons»''  ^TDwied  Mr.  ArUngford,  as-  tm 
fuaüy  and  gncsta  asaembled  aaund  tfae 
bacakfaat-taUe,  aC  which«.  as  »  wondar» 
GA  afretch  of  pcthtenesi,  he  tfaal  aiom- 
iMg  appeiEed.  ^*  I  tinidc^  Mr«  Bediag» 
field,"  he,  after  a  few  momevta  puiae, 

continued. 
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continued,  ^^  you  will  acknowledge  I  am 
more  than  ever  to  be  envied,  since  you 
have  become  acquainted  with  one  of  the 
greatest  blessings  my  guardianship  has 
conferred  upon  me.  No  one  can  see  my 
niece,  lady  Marlowe,  without  being 
Struck  by  her  foUy *" 

"  Her  beauty,"  interrupted  Constance^ 
"  which  certainly  is  pre-eminent ;  and 
you,  my.dear  uncle,  cannot  venture  to 
disaent,  as  it  has  been  frequently  ob- 
servedto  me,  in  your  presence  too,  what 
a  yery  strong  -  family  likeness  there- is 
between  you  and  Blanche.  You  may 
not  be.  ßmd  of  remarking  this  resem- 
blance,  but  *  'tis  not  the  less  true  on  that 
account."  . 

*'  I  am  not  fond  of  quotations,  at  any 
rate,"  replied  Mn  Arlingford,  taking  up 
his  constant  solaee  and  most  approved 
companion ;  and  Mr.  Bedingfield,  for  re- 
fusing  to  follow  his  example  in  this  re- 
spect,  had  fallen  some  degree&lowerin 
his  opinion. 

After 
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After  giving  his  customary  number 
iofpiiffis  before  he  again  9poke--a  num« 
ber,  Mr.  Bedingfield  dedared^  alwayt 
amaunted  to  five  and  a  half,  he  exclaim« 
ed,  in  his  usual  manner — ^^  Miss  Con* 
Btanoe  Arlingfordr 

'*  Unde,**  she  re^died,  in  a  carelest 
tone,  ^'  I  am  at  your  oommand.'* 

**  Miss  Constanoe  Arlingford,  remem« 
her  your  promise.** 

Constanoe  was  standing  with  Fitz^ 
Owen  at  an  open  window,  where  the 
latter  was  assisting  her  in  distributing 
some  of  the  breakfast  fragments  to  her 
favourite  tarne  pheasants.  No  answer 
being  given  to  diis  speech,  Mr.  Arling- 
ford  pronounced  the  name  of  his  niece 
in  a  still  more  oommanding,  more  per- 
emptory  voice,  and  Constanoe  replied 
as  before« 

.  *'  Remember  your  promise,  madam," 

retumed  the  former;  '*  remember  you 

are  now^  and  eoer,  to  remain  Miss  Con* 

iUmce  ArUngford,** ,   .    .  .    .' 

TfOll.  IL  K  *  Why, 


eaoaMmed  Mi*.  BedingfieM)  «tti^ßttg  up 
to  tof)  and  tttitefeing  her^ite  as  h^  spefe^, 
^<  y^ftir^mwie  is  nett  iti  %atYy»sft  9  yMi  Imve 

sister  Blanche?  No,  iidX^Üh^^htt ^iQ\»,'' 

in  passiob/^fistie^AtittX^^  togtize  upiSti 
his^ikKtress^^ma  blMMi^^  No, 

no/'  repeated  Mr.  BedH^gfidd/  t^&rtiktg 
h^tfly  ttwn  ii6n  ftnd  träM^ng  the 
Didbtn'Wiih  almwdt^gdlitiKK^tkMei», ''  ei^ti 
IKahehe  üm^setf  -would  )i^  ha^  MIM 
suiöha  (»RKidiifdftciiliMis  l^tfHt  Mrliy,  ^4^ 
»äty  idiiM''— i" 

feelhig  of  ddiOM^  li^iirar^  b€r,  qiüIMcl 
the  apartment ;  ^*  do  not  be  sa  fvioleM 
in  jncmrciceosaitkMis,  (nor  4Hiaidnie  \t\th 
moh  iifagentie  '^[nttet%  ttj^  )yMi  litfw 
beaid  «iy  deAmxx^^-  noiAdlr  ^^i^  fiHr 
Jury  oondemn  withdlvt^BlrfMMI  ^Wi- 

4toloe. 


4Mtoe.  <Goine,)9tiiootil  yaur(rufl9bed>brGWi 
)et  >u$ .  lM¥e  my  ^ms  g^nAy  «eowe  in 
im  )triu»phi  tind  Mbdw  the  shu^  i9f 
yoiir  fiivoaiäte  rbejadti^tifae;  I  ^w^neRter 
4ipm  my  tml»  my  iMfeHee^and»  I  Ja^e^ 
my  exculpation." 


CHAPTER  IV. 


FüTJZcywBN  pasaad  the  ivh<^  lOf  that 
jeB(»«iig  in  riding,  füll  speed,  over  tti^ 
xioutttiy  tadjaeent  to  Biooklandä,  wd  re- 
turaed  to  hk  temp(Mwy  i!asidj6Qoe«  the 
iarmhouse,  an  iiour  ;later  jthgn  Mr.  Be^ 
diiigficld  had  «ppointed  for  dinner. 

AnxiDiialy  wi$hi«g,  aod  indeed  fqUy 
0KfMting  Us  weal  would  he  taken  i#i 
«ofitüde,  fütMwen  enitered  tbe  parlotir, 
nthene,  ^to  jkis^fluarpriae,  he  found  ihis  iisuti 
iioinixmian*  wfao^  iqpqmently  uPBepwwHifi 
of  his  MAnMe»  tt^Milimifid  <his  fwseviottt 

E  2  oecupation 
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occupation  of  padng  the  room,  alter« 
nately  whistling,  snapping  bis  finger«, 
uttering  a  peevish,  sometimes  a  con- 
temptuous  exclamation ;  then  pauaing 
a  momenty  and  then  again  recommen* 
cing  his  üsual  exercise, 

After  permitting  him  to  enjoy  this 
amusement  a  few  minutes  longer,  Fitz- 
owen, seating  himself  at  the  table,  and 
Clearing  his  voice,  at  length  said — •*  I  fear, 
my  good  sir,  your  dinner  is  totally  spoil- 
ed  by  my  forget&lness  of  time." 

Mr.  Bedingfield  started  at  the  sound 
of  his  young  friend's  voice,  eamestly  re- 
garded  him  for  a  moment,  uttered  an- 
other  peevish  exclamation,  and  sitting 
down  also,  replied — **  Not  at  all,  my 
dear  friend — not  at  all ;  every  thing  is 
very  good,  very  warm,  I  dare  say;  am 
glad  to  hear  your  ride  bas  beep  so  pleap 
45ant — ^hall  I  help  you  to  any  soup?" 
Then  Alling  his  öwn  plate^  he  quickly 
dispatched  the  siivoiiry  mess,  iand  left 
Fitzow0n  ibo  take  ^care  of  himself 

^  Their 
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Their  silent  meal  ended,  the  medita« 
tio«s  of  Mr.  Bedingfield  were  again  inter- 
mpted  by  bis  companion,  who,  sudden* 
ly  starting  up,  exdaimed— "  You  must 
excuse,  tny  dear  sir,  the  unceremonious 
fiEu^well  I  am  now  obliged  to  take,  as, 
since  we  last  parted,  1  have  received  in-* 
teUigenoe  from  London,  which  obliges 
me  to  return  thither  immediately.'' 

**  A  truce  to  such  white  fibs,  you 
booby !"  interrupted  his  impatient  audi- 
tor ;  and  on  observing  the  colour  mount 
to  the  &ee  of  Fitzowen,  and  his  coun- 
tenance  assume  an  expression  not  the 
Biost  placid,  he  again  stamped  his  foot 
on  the  ground  with  violenee,  as  passion- 
ately  he  exclaimed — "  Don't  tdik  of— 
don't  tfaink  of  leaving  Brooklands  at 
present,  if  you  do  not  wish  to  sec  me 
in  an  asylum  £br  lunatics,  where  that 
i;ascal  Arlingford  ought  now,  at  this 
very  moment,  to  be  an  inmate — nay, 
his  foolish,  cowardly  niece  deserves  no 
better  fate ;  and  yet,  to  be  sure,  she  has 

£  3  chosen 


ohoMsr  a  9ti}l  mmnet^^m  poor,  fSJijf  .mclt« 
Mg^hewBtßi  gypBy !  I  faatre  no^  piticaoer 
witb  herl  And  M&rTxelafwiiejr,  he-dsi' 
serve8-^not  wone  tiam  yoa  cb^  ait»  üT 
you  are  so  diickai-heatted  asr  to«  ieon« 
ber  ai  tbe  first  diffiailty^  insteadi  cf  re^ 
Riaiiung'  tor  wim  and  tiien  ix^  waarthe 
precious  pntse  in  yoia  heartfs  eore^'— ay^ 
*  in  your  bearfe  of  heasts/  Fitauowen^  fiir 
sbe  is  worthy  of  your  affectHmi" 

'*  Of  tha^  my  dear  sir,  l  am  alBsa^ 
sufficiently  eonvincsdp  but  I  ami  abv 
beeooie  equally  awave  bow  loery  fotile 
have  been  all  my  past^  and  now  nsoat 
certainly  mnst  prove  my  fiittte  enw 
dearottiRs,  ta  e^te  a»  ititerest  in;  Üiat 
heart,  wbieh^  I  bave  mA  vanity  enongh 
ta  mOigate  fces  ever  yet  beat  respon- 
Ave  td  mitie  By  what  I  have  tbis 
itiorning  leavneä,  I  am<  Qettaiihjio  othar 
result  will  afwait  dny  continiiänce  hrae,. 
but  tbe  total  los»  of  my  own  f«flce ;  and 
I  am  not  of  a  disposition,  Mr;  Beding- 
Äeld,'^  Fit«>wen  added„  bia  cheek  rnant- 

ling 


Img  aoih^^iwli^^m'^I  aiP'  not  ofi  «  di»i 
'!  Sn^Qgl}»  «nangb^  Mr.  FimMUSi^t  r 

**•  J9et  off'  ftw  l^ndtm  oü  Jerii;;hc^i,  whk^h) 
jxm  pka$i&»  ajk0PQii  aa  you  Uke.  I  shuU; 
bnvQ  nothiog  i]ione«t««ay  to^^r^»othmg; 
Q>ov6  tQ  doi  wiAh  yciu;  only  thi^t  am» 
patit  //mrv^Mof  cpinfix^t  I  wiU  giv^  y<H»y 
^  a.  cmopmioi^^y^wi;  «o^ji^etuves  ^rt 
nghf(K-CQn6ti»€)i^  (kies>  not  car^^-^he  i« 
-^he  kM-9  little  fool !"  j^r^iyking  from 
Fikaoveti,  h^^äil^d^  wbilst  agwn  atvid^t 
iag  ta.imdi  irOf  aoio»  tbei  irooivu 
A  geatk  tup  9t  the  df^ov  eaiMed  hm 

to  slacken  his  pace,  and  desiver  tbe  iiK 
trud»  1)9»  eater.  No  cne  obeyed  the 
coDDrosod».  and  a  seomd  time  the  rap. 
was  heardw  when  Mr.  Beditigfield  jM^ 
patie&tly  repeattng  his  order»  aod  bt$h 
tily  thrpffirim^  open  the  door»  beheld  Coli- 
skaoee  9tandiiag  wUhout;»  agil»ated  md. 
alD(K»t  breatble«8  froia  veowt  exfrtio»  ;^^ 
but  in  the  iiext  momeBA  sbe  roshi^  to^ 

£  4  wards 
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wardf  her  unde;  m  he  had^'on  s^ing  hetv 
immediately  retraced  bis  st^s  to  tbe  other 
end  cf  the  room,  and  without  perceiving^ 
Fitzowen  was  his  eompanion,  impetu* 
ously  exelaimed»  as^  she  seized  bis  band» 
and  passionatelj  kissed  it— "  Wby  will 
you,  dear  sir»  Gontinue  to  treat  me  tbus* 
nnkindly  ?    Ob  !  if  you  will  leave  me^ 
wby  will  you  leave  tbe  kingd<Hn  also  ? 
Tbe  last  time  you  quitted  England^  the 
motber  of  poor  Constance  was  left  to 
mourn  your  departure — tbe  last  time 
you  retumed,  wbere  did  yoii  find  her  ? 
wbere  may  you  not,  on  your  next  re- 
turii,  find  tbe  cbild  of  your  Imig-estran* 
ged  sister  ?•' 

Tbe  lip  of  Mr.  Bedingfield  quivered; 
and  turning  towards  tbe  now-weeping 
girl,  be  folded  her  in  bis  arms,  kissing 
ber  pale  and  tearful  cheek,  as  he  said — 
*^  I  am  not  leaving  you  in  anger,  cbild ; 
but  you  bave  mistaken  my  cbaracter,  if 
you  think  my  feelings  can  be  worked 
upon  so  easily,  so  successfuUy,  äs  your 

own. 


THE  UKCLES.  81 

own*  Attempt  not  then  to  change  my 
resolution ;  sometimes  I  can  be  as  obsti» 
nate  as  oncle  Arlingford  bimset.  You 
have»  Constance»  disturbed,  perhaps  de- 
stroyed^  all  my  future^  certainty  all  my 
present  plana  for  happiness ;  and  my  beait. 
and  head  are  too  warm  tamely  to  sit 
down  content  amidst  the  ruins  of  the 
structure  your  folly  has  knocked  to  tbe, 
ground.'' 

''  But  why,  my  dear  uncle,  need  yoi» 
seek  to.  build  a  seecmd  structure  under  a 
foreign  sky  ?"  Constance  eamestly  inter« 
rupted  him.  ' ''  Let  me  at  least  have  the 
eomfort  left  of  knowing  my  oonduct^ 
myfoüyf  if  so  you  like  better  to  call  it»'- 
she  added,  with  a  fidnt  smile,  **  has  »ot 
driven  you  from  your  native  land.  I 
am  not  the  only  unmarried  niece  you 
have ;  for  although  I  have  been  estran- 
ged  from  them,  I  am  aware  my  dear 
mpther  had  many  young  relatives ;  why 
not,  therefore,  prefer  to  seek  them  out, 
since  you  are  so  positively  determined 

E  ff  upon 


vLpöa  dkear^g  täe  ItoQi  yMp  aflte^ 

^  t  \¥^  not  tt^  dkiteted  i»  hy  ycM, 
c^d;  I  wiH  not;  ü  seeDivi  ÖMe^  be  macte 
a  fbol  off  ffo,  no-^^^^n  FltMfwt»  h» 
tdtfgkt  m^  tü^tter,  ätid  Mit  ptelt^  I  att»  de- 
t^tDined  to  Mlövrr 

^  And  I^  äln  ividebt;)^  «Iso  to  Mr.  FMs^ 
6#e]^  fop  tlre>  lose?  of  y^itr  «flSMÖMi  T 
with  a  proud  and  rather  too  cotHaOfh 
taeixs-  äi  sttiiley  Condtmodr  e^^kitned. 
«  Tkftik  yMi  lify  dmr  «iide^  fbr  tlitt 
itifemiatl^m;  and  beH^ve  me,  tbat^wlmi 
again  I  hnrt*  tike^  |>leagüfe  ^  ineetitig 
tbk  kmdßiendf  I  will  «fadfidt  hiflkr  as 
he  de^rre»,  for  ^^  propf)  of  i^ogatd  to 

''  Yon  ne^  mM;  4^ay  ä  naocncBt  in 

dobig  8CH  if  i^Mth*  b'  ^ur  wisfav^'^  rtftnmed 
)kfr^  Bedingfield^  pdifitiD^  toat'  to  kU 
iM«Miii(b«d  ftirae  tbe  ügura  of  ite  stiU 
ItAöife  ^Ypii^A  Md  nptf(^^4ptt0chfe»iRit2^ 
äu^n.  ^^  t^him^  If  you  fiStese^'tlutt  I 
8m<  d^t«^twinlfd  to  f^lknv  Ms  «sample; 
»M  and 


and  aeek  to  forgtt  that  att  VQrhei^Jof 
futuro  htppinel»  fanYQ  bten  pnAiaßiffid 
hy  such  a  oold  marbleJiaBited  cwatiu» 
as  you,  CoMtaDce  Ax&ogßoid^  lunrepmf^ 
ad  yowktßr 

No  language  can  describe  tlM  «ar)r&ig 
eotpremom  depictuvedl  on  tiba  cocmte- 
naUcas  of  >Fi(taöwcii  and  OotaatanceM- 
autprisc^  angor^  aad  confiuk»,  bjr  tofnii 
predoDoinated.  Involiintariljr  tlwtr  cjrei 
^  met^m  tba  »ext  inatant  ihom  of  Con^ 
9tanee  wem  fiiied  on  ber  ändl^;  büt  her 
iiattural  pnaanea  cf  mind  did.  not;  long 
feraaka  her,,  and  agalii  tuniuig:  towaidi 
Iba  yet  ipeeddeai  Fitaowqst.  with  affai» 
reut  ealinneM^  aha  atdd«^^  p/fy  uticle  k 
not  lik^  hitntalf  thia  eraning;  hüt  J 
trwt  yodwill  euüsa  Um  when  h^  äiv 
knOTrledffes^  bia  enfor»" 

The  variety  of  oontending  emotiqpis 
whkh  agüailed  Fitaowen  prairsntdd  any 
rq^ly»  an^  Ccoiafeanee  had.  vanishad  froni 
hli  triaw  erehe oould  again  ^soUcot  hy 
MaMerad  aensaa.    In  vain  uaw  Mr«  Ba» 

£  6  dingfield 


f9Btk>mAt  tequisitor  MMUdidi.  ^  ymk 
eouki  teHf  liie  thatr  IIUM^^f' 

''  rftiacwläcb  letd»  to^ibi^pfae^^tfaey 
am  g^ng  t(h  1  MppcM«/'  pm^  ihe  säMwet 
df  the  yöwig  and  stttfy  Johti*  Bii%  who^ 
unmov0d|  contitiiied  to  mb  donm  the 
table  be  was  em^yed  upon  vwtiialiifig. 
-  <'  Was  tbe^  nplif«  Whicii  tbey  bcaid 
^oad  m*  bad^  ym  «tubbom  knp?  canl 
]rou  ati9wer  Me  lAuffC  ?*^ 

^iM^iit^tioBeiU  butif  Iwotit, 
neither  you  nor  ndbody  «tM  shaU  mabe 

Etiraged  tiotr  to^e  titinpftt  piuh  of 
beartng)  Mr.  Bedingfidbd  angrtty  desited 
to  aee  ofie  of  the  ftmafe  mrmiU ;  but, 
tofienly'  aa  befot^  tbe' bby  answiarad 
thefe  wais^ndi  etlier  petacii  bot  Mms^ 
in  the  bo«Me^  In  vabi  tke  M.  gentle- 
Man  rang  ^doet4)eIl,  and  ttmib  in  die 
breakfast-parlour — no  person  9ppem$ä. 
Ü^tletugän^ih  « >parM?f  stff  ^  tage,  beleft 
tiM  hoftase^^  pkud  4^  att  hte  aiteani  at  ^ 


ft>fmw%  «id  at  tbeescpimtian  ctano^het 
hour  wa»  oti  tke  nMd  to>  Xjondon. 


CHAPl^ai  V. 


#«vr. 


Sm  Ludua  Fiteaweti  andl  bis  soa  vrere 
rettirtiitig  ftom  ft  monung^rid^r  abottt  a 
fmmtfa  alber  tiie  kt«er  httd  qttitted  Broekn 
tandi^  when  a  daihii^  camage^  with  tmo 
outrider^  poüed  theo»  in  &  nanow  pairt 
0f  tbe  raadi  and  a  ladf  ,  whom  Fitz6\ren 
immedtatdy  diincn'^rad  to  be  the  dder 
häy  MarlotfRe,  bcmred  aoA  smüed  mcet 
graciously  at  liixii,  as»  puUkig  Üht  dbeck« 
»tting»  tfte  ooA&mm,  bjr  liär  dano^  drew 
tfp  {br  a  memeni,  wUkt  rir  Linnus  and 
bigsoti  hastemd  fontvatd^toiddraBS  hdt 
lallyiihipi^    /'■'.>..•• 

^  I  hfiva  not  ibo».  ÜMmciarmiaiüiB  td 
spare/'  she  excMmed^^as/Uie  bdd  ouk 
her hand  to  tiMm ^ ^bvfe  I  crnmot  pass 

without 
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without  infontaiiig  you  1  am  eoming  ta 
be  your  near «pdgbbour  foit  a  ^while.  My 
son  has  purchased  the  estate  of  Park- 
well, and  I  am  now  going  to  join  bim 
and  bis  little  wife ;"  then  bowing  to  the 
gentlemen,  her  charioteer  dashed  off  a^ 
gain  at  füll  speed. 

*'  If  the  road  bad  not  been  so  unibr- 
tunately  närrow/'  Fitzowen,  laughing, 
exdaimed,  "  I  wbuid,'  even  without  per- 
mission,  have  gone  round  to  the  oti;ier 
side  of  the  carriage»  as  I  am  positive 
there  was  mwe  than  one  female  in  it." 
.  "  And  then  probably.you:  wouM  have 
encountered  ha-  ladyship's  abigail,"  re- 
tumed  SIT  Lucius :  **  as  I  am  also  oon^ 
vineed  I  saw  a  seoond  femal^i" 

*'  More  probably  Miss  Alton,  her  lady^ 
ship's  niece,''  rgoined  F^tzowen ;  ^*  but 
that  is  nothing  to  the  purpose.  I  shall 
persuade  Adela  to  aecompany  me  to  tbe 
Park  to-morrow,  as  she  is-  aoquainted 
with '  its  lovely  mistress.'' 

^'  Indeed !  I  was  not  aw«ret)f  it  Who 

was 


was  the  jlur  lady  to  whose  chann8i  I  sus« 
pect;yourb€art  $arrendered  itaelf  aslave?^ 
Fitzowen  colötired  a  little,  bat,  witb 
a  laugb)  replied — **  Lady  Marlowe,  ju- 
nior, formerly  resided  in  tbe  same  ooun- 
ty  with  ber  mamma-in4aw,  and  witb 
two  orphan  sisters  was  left  under  tbe 
guardianabip  of  tbeir  unde»  Mr.  Arling- 
ford." 

**  What,  tbe  same  curious  cid  fellow 
Adela  bas  so  oAen  described  ?" 

Fitzowen  answefed  in  tbe  affirmative, 
and  sir  Lucius  added — ^*  Adela,  I  tbink, 
corresponds  witb  tbe  youngest  of  tbese 
tbree  girls ;  you,  of  course,  must  be  ao- 
quainted  witb  her  friend — is  sbe  as  band» 
some  as  you  represent  ber  rister  ?  I  am 
certain  sbe  is  not  deficient  either  in  wit 
or  understanding,  from  the  extracts 
Adelä  bas  more  than  onoe  read  me  of 
her  letters.  You  are  silent,  Lucius; 
perhaps  you  tbink  me  mistaken  ?  or  are 
all  your  tboughts  now  directed  towarda 
the  lovely  young  viscountess  ?  I  am  all 

'»uriosity 


dMoe  mysflf  to  qui  neighticMilrs  cm  tfei^ 

Sir  Liidii«»  on  hift  retucn  hoioe,  ha^^ 
tenied  to  infonn  Adela.  of  t\m  Bew  am^ 
valft;  ind  A^a».  m  Ktuni»  eageriy  ex« 
claimed — *'  Perhaps  Constanoe  is  witb 
h»  ßister?" 

''  That  i^  itikteri^  kopoasible^r-^t  kM( 
\1nr3r  unfflselj?»''  Flto^wen  qvkkl]^  re- 
pittd;  ''  ai  atthe  twe  I  Itftr  Bcooklaiida 
die  waa  gßsm  ml^  her  m»ot  md  md^ 

into- isbire».  lipon  Mi».  Arilügifeid 

faaning  rec^yedfotelKg^nDQ  of  tbe  deatk 
of  a  sister  wlioi  bad  Tesiäfd*.  tbme»!' 

<<  But  wby  a%9y  sbe  not  have  quii-. 
ted  oitc  ad|0ining  shijre  by  tluß.  time?" 
taqnioed  Adela,  '' Mv.  Aj^ingfiml»  I  am 
pretty  cerjbniQu.  would  not  leave  bogi^ 
for  anyr  Very  bng  pcriodi;  and  it  la  a^ 
at  all  inpoMiUe  that  lady  Mafknm  hat», 
on  the  reti«m  «f  CGaiatan»,  ta  Sraolc^ 

lands, 


Undsr  persutyM  her  to  ynn  th«  pairty 
bithtiv  portio«lili4y  if  tbe  dMr  girlf  "Wm 
aware  of  her  brother's  abocbbwa^  ao  n#u 
mine.** 

Fitzowen  almost  angrilj  fcutned.  to  bis 
sisteiv  ast.  in  a  reised  voioe«  he  exelaifiMi 
—•^  You  ate  only  prepaiing  a  disap» 
potfitment  for  joupself»  Adela^-^CoiBh 
stanoe  Avlingförd  is  not,  I  atn  oertmif» 
with  lady  Marlowe.'' 

**  WeÜ^  tioie  will  shmr,''  retumeA 
Ajida^  hmghiogy  thongb  not  a  lütle  sui)- 
prisedi  at  her  brotfaer'ft  uoufiual  eamtst« 
ness;  ^^  bot  I  aboerely  wiah»  my  dear 
Luätt^  that  yoar  assuraneos  noay  not 
prove  prophetic ;"  and  for  the  remainder 
of  die  day  Adiela  contbnied  itnpaii<nt 
for  the:  monmv  to  arrive; 

On  the  muiBh^wisfaed^fiMr  mörFOW  aheire« 
GÖved  a  notefix)Di  theytMüig  viacoiiaitefla^ 
expressing  a  derire  to  see  her  in  the  ooufte 
of  the  day ;  and  haring  requested  her  to 
infonn  sar  Luctiis  and  his  acm  that  lord 
Mwkme  wovid  also  be  at  hooie^  Adel» 

was 
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was  tili  impatüence  to  reach  Park  well, 
imA  her  fatfaer  promised  to  aooompanj 
her  thitber  at  any  haur  she  choae  to 
appoint. 

"  Yoür  brother,"  continued  sir  Lucius, 
Idaking  towards  Fitzowen,  "  has  not,  I 
believe,  yet  decided  whether  he  intends 
to  join  US.  I  suspect  his  present  deep 
thoughtfulness  is  caused  by  the  calcuk^ 
tions  he  is  now  engäged  in,  relative  to 
the  strength  of  tnind  he  possesses.  Can 
it,  think  you,  Adela,  enafole  him  again 
to  see  with  tolerable  öomposure  the  ci- 
devant  mistress  of  his  heart,  partrcularly 
now  that  she  is  the  wife  of  another 
man  ?" 

Fitzowen  started,  and  his  eolour  chan* 
ged.  Sir  Lucius,  at  the  moment,  feit 
alarmed  for  liis  son,  and  loöked  gravely 
towards  him ;  fout  the  latter  quickly  re- 
covering  himself,  with  a  smile,  replied — 
*^  Under  your  protection,  my  dear  sir,  I 
will  venture  again  to  encounter  this  blaze 
of  beauty. — But,  Adela,"  in  a  hesitating 

tone, 
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tx>ne9  he  added«  **  does  not  lady  Marlowe 

even  glance  at  her  sister's  being  with 

her?" 

<^  No,  indeed  she  does  not;  and  for 

once,  Lucius,  I  am  induced  to  fear  you 

are  a  true  prophet." 

Fitzowen  made  no  answer,  but  ring* 
ing  the  bell,  desired  his  horse  might  be 
brougbt  to  the  door  with  his  sister's. 

The  two  ladies  Marlowe  appeared  de- 
lighted  at  seeing  the  Fitzowen  party^ 
Sir  Lucius,  who,  like  many  others  of 
his  sex,  was  often  fascinated  hy  femi- 
nine beauty,  contemplated  that  of  the 
lovely  Blanche  with  delight,  which  he 
could  scarcely  refrain  from  expressing; 
whilst  the  latter,  all  smiles  and  good- 
humour,  happy  in  being  the  mistress  of 
so  large  a  mansion,  her  vanity  gratified 
at  the  evident  admiration  she  excite(^ 
spoke  only  to  charm  the  more,  as  then 
the  whiteness  of  her  ivory  tCjeth  were 
di^playetd  in  strpng  ccmtrast  with  her 
beautiful^  pputu^  and  coral  Ups. 

"  I  can- 


**  leanttot  Uame  nof  wonder  aft  ytoür 
li^ärt's  eirthralm€?nt,  my  poor  boy  *  w 
Lucius  mentally  exclaimedi  as  he  Kxsm^ 
llinued^  his  'Observations  on  die  iotrely 
WorM  ojyposite  him;  ''  biit  »^t  «ih- 
cerely  do  I  pity  you»  if,  %is  I  imagkie» 
T^Mi  litiit  ^^hopeSessly  ädere  f  'snd  with 
^ese^eeltttgs  of  paretital  unesttimss,  he 
turned  ^m  Bkmcfie  to  look^dn  hig^soo, 
-|«4io,  to  his  'snrprise,    was  senast  com- 
'p6sedly-'eng«ged  in  conyersattt(»i  wilii 
%he  flowager  lady  Marlowe. 
"    Adda  ifneanwhäe,  stffcer  ^^entiy  lis- 
ti^ning  to  a  long  ta3e  ef  giievanoes  whidi 
the  yonng-  viseountess  liad  te  idate  ef 
her  jcfmney  to  FarkwöU,  was  eageity 
Ttwakin]^  an-opportafiity  to  inquire  tfftnr 
^onsftanee,  "ithen  ishe  was  pyeventod  jby 
tiitty  liflaAowe  exdainm^,  in  a  pettirii 
«<me^^  U'pon  wy  ^nwA,WitMwen,  yd« 
4lre  'nrope  '"KsagreeaMe,  mwe  ^dbstiiistB^ 
ttem  leerer  y«t  Icnew  ^youv^nd  I  now 
fttioi,  ^ifaiit,  Bftigty^s-tlwas  thii^tnonrng 
with  Ootii^tanoe,  'fer  (Waikiiig  0»  küAf 
•  '  of 
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oP  you,  ^e  said  nottiiag  mete  Umh  vms 
perfectly  corrMt^^pet^tly  juat** 

••  TWs  moMing,  my  deiu:  -miAimr 
e&sckiiibeNl  Add&,  «UOting  in  siifprtet 
^  hfive  yoct  spoken  to  Conntäwst  thk 
«leming?  She  iiHMit  tben,4i^ 
have  ndt  yet  tbld  «le  $ö<^MBlie  Dtimt  'li^  iii 
<iii6  fibuse/eveti  «t  thepMwntttiiioiMt.'' 

^  Ifo,:iivdi^sheisnc)t/'ldrdM«firl^^ 
MTplied,  laqgfaäY)g  at  tte  pettfafciWfls  Ak 
tiAOtlier  biid  displayed;  '' >we<  cötild  «tilgr 
töt^ak)  her  u  few  lioiits  <wMi  us,  as  >«(M( 
wfts  att  IfnpatieMe  to  liiisiten  fofftfttnl) 
and  rejoiti  Iver  ^unt  ^once  mope  at  tlie 

to  leave  Mrs.  Arlingford  for  a  wedk,  kk 
nieder  tD  iMnm  mtfa  hin*  «nvcle  to'&öbk- 
iMids.  l%e  cid  geritleiDan,  ^e  teils  4»^ 
waiB  icfft  by  hfer  rdnist»ted  ki  a&  tte 
wmfbrtBdf  ffaüs  annchdr,  his  plpe»  «nd 
ids  ired  *ci^ ;  «nd  Mm  ^Arih^fawi,  \Mh 
keiwU;  JcMi^bw  Mtuaiti  ütiLmingferdi 

«P  tl»>laite>MrfeJiiMkitMW^  w^ 

may 
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may  perhaps  already  kiiow,  was  the  sis- 
ter  of  my  auiit  Arlingford." 

*^  And/'  Gontinued  lady  Marlowe,  as 
h^r  son  oeased  speaking,  **  had  your 
brt>ther,  my  dear  Adela,  been  a  little 
qukker^sigfated  yesterday,  he  might  have 
ioformed.  you  how  your  fair  frigid  lodc- 
^  after  her  Joumey,  as  she  was  then  in 
the  fearriage  wi.th  me.  Thafe,  my  good 
sir«"  Gcmtinued  her  ladyship,  in  a  tri* 
umphant  tone,  now  addressing  Fitz- 
owen, '^  there  is  a  little  retum  for  tbe 
disappointmirati  the  mortificafion,  you 
have  inflieted  upon  me  to-day ;  I  have 
only  to  regret  I  cannot  make  yours  more 
severe."        > 

.  "  I  knpw  not  what  my  brother^s  fed- 
ings  are  upon  the  subject,"  eried  the  dis- 
appointed  Adda ;  ^*  but  for  myself  I 
most.  truly  4iver,  no  vexation  I  have  evef 
yet  ex|^en(ied  can  be  compared  to  that 
J;nöwifeel;  nw  would  I  have  bälievied, 
i^d  ai>y  iotb^  person  preViously  toldme 
80b  tb9tr)Cwstani^.!w0tild  ~aIlow,;our  &t 
V  ..;  mily 
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mily  to  tetnaän  in  ignorance  of  her  v%^ 
Qiaity  to  Ivy  Cnm  i  still  lesi,  that  sbt 
wouid  harsten  fVom  os  m  sp^edily  as  {)m- 
sfbk^  without  a  lin^,  a  messiage,  or  M 
inquirf.'* 

**  I  am  happy  im  being  able  tö  enahe^ 
rate  my  firir  sister  fröm  blaft»«  in  tk«t 

« 

respect»**  lord  Marlowe,  ^tniüng,  neplietf, 
as  ke  ptit  a  teuer  i&to  f  ke  haiüd  of  Ad«t 
la«  ""  Let  ftie  alfic^"  h'^  eöntifiu^d,  ^  be 
thö  relater  of  tke  littfe  hintory  cofm^ct^ 
witb  this  epistie.  On  my  mcthefi  ä^ 
rival  yesteydiay,  ghe  mentioned  her  ^tit^ 
GGunter  with  sir  Luciu#  and  Fit2otf  eiv^ 
and  declared  her  conviction',  that  th€ 
geattemeQ  had  di^covered  her  coünpai 
nion  at  the  moment  in  whiiih  they  mad« 
their  parting  bow.  ,Thi»,  Constanee  said. 
Was  impossible,  as  sfae  bad,  to  please  lady 
Marlid^«  (who,  from  havingbeen  detain- 
cd  OÄ  the  roftd,  wasalready  late),  thrown 
hertelf  completely  back  in  the  carriage ; 
for  kW  ladysbi^  wto  rfr&id  6f  toa  pr6. 
1W0L,  II.  F  tracted 
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toBcted  a  conversatiön,  had  she  sufiferad 
former  friends  to  recognise  each  other. 
My  mother  was  however  certain    her 
finesse,  though  it  answered  her  purpose, 
had  been  discovered,   but  too  late  tor 
Fitzowen  to  profit  by  it ;  and  we  were 
all  at  length  convinced,  Constance  ex- 
oepted,   that  Fitzowen  would  drop  in 
during  the  evening,  and  pay  us  a  visit 
in  our  new  abode.    To  be  prepared  tor 
all  events,  my  fair  sister  wrote  a  few 
lines  to  her  friend,  whieh  y ou  were  to 
have  been  the  bearer  of,  had  you  arrived, 
or  they  would  have  been  sent  to  Ivy 
Gross  in  the  course  of  the  day,  had  we 
not  had  the  happiness  of  seeing  you  h&e 
this  moming." 

After  thanking  his  lordship  for  his 
information,  Adela  continued — *^  I  have 
not  heard  any  thing  from  Constance  fiir 
so  long  a  period,  that  I  am  now  become 
nearly  a  perfect  stranger  to  all  her  oon- 
cerns.    How  long  has  Mrs.  Arlingf<»d's 

Alfter 
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sister  been  dead,"  she  added,  addresaing 
Blanche^  '*  and  what  could  induce  your 
old  guardian  to  quit  his  bome  ?" 

<*  The  persuasions  of  his  favourite,  I 
believe»"  returned  Blanche,  **  and  be* 
cause  his  name  was  in  some  way  men« 
tiooied  in  Mrs.  Falkmore's  will.  But  X 
really  know  very  little  about  the  mat- 
ter ;  only  that  Constance  was  as  glad  to 
accompany  tny  uncle  home  again,  as  she 
appeared  at  first  pleased  in  having  drawn 
him  from  it :  so  now  all  parties  will  be 
happy." 

'*  Your  sister  then  found  lady  Mar- 
io we  at  Elm  House  on  her  retum  with 
Mr.  Arlingford  to  Brooklands.  It  was 
fortunate  her  meeting  with  such  a  com- 
panion,  as  otherwise  she  would,  I  ima- 
gine,  have  been  obliged  to  travel  l)fick 
under  the  protection  of  a  servant  only." 

"  It  would  have  proved  so  certainly," 
rgoined  Blanche,  ''  had  not  lady  Mar- 
k)we  been  Coming  down  hither ;  but 
Qonstapce  hoped  to  have  found  uncle 

F  Si  Bedingfiekl 
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^edingfieid  at  l^oolclands»  and  woaM 
then  bave  persiiacled  him  to-retum  witfc 
her.  I  nevev  saw  her  bigb  spirtts  m 
complctely  subdued  a9  they  wem  at  tbe 
time  she  told  me  he  left  Brooklands  on 
the  same  daj  that  she  hersel^  witb  Mh 
and  Mrs.  Arlingfbrd,  oommenced  tbeir 
long  journey ;  and  vealty  I  could  not 
help  teHmg  her,  the  fiass  made  aboui 
Blieb  a  queer  crosa  dld  ^reetura  wm 
quite  ridiculousi" 

Nay,  Blancbe,''  eiäed  loid  Marlotm^ 
it  was  not  very  kind  in  you  tQ  $ay 
wbat  yoi»  did  to  yoiir  sister,  who  really 
was  seriously  uneasy  about  the  geod  otd 
Mul,  fFom  wboa>,  she  said,  not  a  Bna 
bad  been  reeeived  ^ince  they  last  paplodi 
althougb  sbe  bad,  eren  m  tbe  hfi^rf  of 
^  removal)  taken  care  to  leare  a  baatji 
not^  £t>r  her  unde,  in  the  hatids  of »  sc», 
vatit  remaining  at  Brooklands^,  infertai- 
iiig  hino  of  the  cause  of  hep  raddenall* 
sence^  enclosifig  her  direetion  to  tha 
Salkmores^  and  requesti^  to  heap  4ffsea 

from 
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firom  him.  Gan  you  theki  wdnder  «t 
her  feelk^  both  hurt  and  surpriaecl  im 
discovering  he  faad  left  BrookUinds,  and 
that  nothing  färther  bad  been  either 
heard  or  seen  of  him  aince  3he  abo  had 
quitted  home  ?'* 

**  You  are  always  ei^r  to  defhnd 
Constanee  on  erery  nonsensioal  occa- 
sion,"  with  a  blush  of  anger  lady  Maiv 
lowe  repKed«  as  sfae  turned  from  her 
husband  to  address  Fitzowen,  who  had 
gradually  drawn  nearer  the  little  jparty, 
and  now  exclaimed^*— *'  If  I  had  theA 
seen  Miss  Arlingford»  it  would  havi 
been  in  my  power  to  have  relieved  evtry 
apprehension  she  entertains  (»noeitiing 
her  unde,  with  whom  I  am  in  the  häbit 
of  corresponding ;  and  he  has  told  me 
(nay^  so  late  as  yeaterday  I  heard  firoita 
him)  that  he  is  still  Ignorant  of  the  pre* 
sent  abode  of  bis  nieoe  Constanoä,  and 
that  he  left  Brooklands  in  the  haaty 
manner  Miss  Arlingford  oomplains  0(9 
under  the  influence  cf  a  little  pettish- 

F  8  ness, 
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ness,  which  her  sudden  and  to  him  in* 
explicable  departure  from  home  tended 
in  no  small  degree  to  increase ;  for  I  am 
positive  Mr.  Bedingfield  never  received 
the  explanatory  note  which  lord  Mar- 
lowe  affirms  was  lefl  by  Miss  Arling- 
fiM-d  for  her  uncle." 

**  What  subject  are  you  all  so  eamest- 
ly  canvassing  ?"*  exclaimed  the  dowager 
lady  Marlowe,  as  with  sir  Lucius  she  ad- 
vanced  towards  the  little  coterie :  "  have 
you,  Fitzowen,  become  more  accommo- 
dating  ?  and  is  Blanche  giving  you  a 
deeper  insight  into  our  plans  ?" 

Fitzowen  answered  in  the  negative ; 
and  lord  Marlowe,  with  a  smile  of  pe- 
culiar  meaning,  added — **  No,  my  dear 
madam,  the  subject  that  engrosses  yoür 
thoughts  so  much,  we  have,  I  believe, 
by  tacit  consent,  exduded  from  ours, 
äs  Fitzowen,  equally  with  myself,  has 
had  more  than  enough  reason  to  feel 
heartily  tired  of  private  theatricals.** 

*'  You  are  talking  a  great  deal  of,  to 

me. 
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me,  inexplicable  nonsense,**  coldly  re- 
tumed  lady  Marlowe ;  "  therefore  you 
must  excuse  my  interrupting  you,  in 
Order  to  inform  Miss  Fitzowen  of  the 
delinquency,  nay,  the  shameful  deser- 
tion  6f  her  brother  from  my  Standard." 

Adela  requested  an  explanation  of  so 
serious  a  Charge,  and  her  ladyship  eon- 
tinued — "  Oh,  he  positively  refuses  ap- 
pearing,  for  one  night  only,  in  the  cha- 
racter  of  Romeo,  although  I  have  told 
him  Blanche  has  invited  a  large  party 
of  my  yery  parttcular  friends  to  Park- 
well, in  Order  to  be  present  at  the  repre* 
aentation  of  that  most  bewitching  trage- 
dy;  and  our  unrivalled  actress,  Miss 
■  ■,  will  pass  a  day  with  us  in  her 
way  to  the  county  town,  where  she  ex- 
bibits  next  week,  and  has  already  con- 
sented  to  enact  the  part  of  Juliet.** 

By  the  expressiön  of  her  brother's 
eountenance,  Adela  was  now  well  aware 
all  cfxpostulation  or  entreaty  on  the  sub- 
ject  would  be  fruitless ;  and  despairing, 

F  4  by 
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1^  sbaking  her  head»  ahe  asserted  Ais  fo 
be  her  opinion. 

''  And  hy  thinking  and  aeting  on  thia 
maxim,  that  all  Opposition  will  be  of  no 
wml/*  retumed  lady  Marlowe»  ^  you 
strengthen  that  obstinacy  of  dispositum 
in  your  brother,  Adela,  wbiefa  he  de* 
signates  by  the  high^sounding  name  of 
firmnesa;  and  except  ConstanceAriing- 
ford»  I  never  yet  knew  a  yoang  wonaan 
who  could  discriminate  between  these 
two  great  attributes  <^  the  male  sex. 
She  exactly  understands  the  ^iffermoe ; 
and  though  I  this  nioming  acoused  her 
of  being  too  severe  in  the  obssrratioB 
die  made  on  the  subject,  I  am  novr 
Qompletely  convificed  she  was  rightr 
but  Constance  is  certainly  a  most  9X- 
cellent  j  udge  of  character." 

So  fbndly  attached  as  Adela  was  te 
her  brother»  so  tenaciöus  a^  she  ever  was 
oi  bis  praise,  she  feit  now  unwilling  to 
request  a  relation  of  those  oplnions 
Gpnstaqee  had  ex^essed,  uhder  the  ap- 

prehension 


j^lietisiion  c^  theit  not  heing  tn  üofifitt*- 
Mity  wifh  her  own ;  fearing  aliso  thät  if 
tliey  proved  disfänditer,  Consftdfmüd'  W6^»M 
»nk  iß  her  estimatiofi. 

Fitzcweti  äppeared  detelittiined  upofi 
dtteinkig  the  knowledgi^  dbe  shrank 
fhmi  flcquiring;  and  the  dowager  vis* 
dountess  was  oii  the  point  ©f  gratifying 
hk  curiosity,  when  Blanche,  witb  A 
tiiottghtfaInes9  tiiosf  uni^tttral  to  h^, 
and  möst  provoking  to  her  mother-ir^ 
law,  exclaimed— '*  I  am  sure  Comtaüfie^ 
wiH  be  very  sotigry,  when  she  knäwsf  tt* 
hafve  publicly  repeated  the  words  whiöh 
fdl  from  her  lip&  wh^  amid  a  fkmily^ 
drde.'* 

Coiouring  äeeplf,  even  t&roirgh  her 
7^M|gi?,  at  thid  rc^tik«,  giveft  by  am 
wtionr,  tffl  very  ktely,  h^r  ladyship  had 
rwt  deigned  to  acknotttedge  m  hm 
daugfaMr,  the  förfner  daited  UfMn  tbci 
new->ferriffed  girt  a  took  tiMtt  woul4  if 
possible,  hav^  anftiäflläated  her ;  büt  tK« 
yMmg  tidootMt,   ifiUcfa  pkased  at  fhto 

F  5  proof 
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^edingfieid  at  ]%*oaklaiids^  and  woaid 
then  bave  permaded  him  to-retum  witfc 
her.  I  nevev  saw  her  bigb  spirits  m 
eomptetely  subdued  a9  tbey  wepe  at  tbe 
time  she  told  me  he  kft  Brooklands  on 
Üie  same  daj  that  she  hersd^  wkb  Mr: 
and  Mrs.  Arlingfbrd,  oomn^need  their 
long  journey^ ;  and  veaUy  I  eould  not 
help  tellmg  her,  tbe  fiass  made  about 
Buch  a  queer  crosa  dld  tte$tura  wm 
qaite  ridiculousi'' 

'"^  Nay,  Blanebe/'  eried  loid  Marioiv«^ 
"  it  was  not  very  kind  in  you  ta  lay 
wbat  yo»  did  to  yoiir  sister,  who  really 
was  serioudy  uneasy  about  the  good  o\A 
Mttl,  from  wboa>,  she  said,  not  a  Bna 
bad  been  received  ^ince  they  last  pwtedi 
altfaougb  sbe  bad,  eren  in«  tbe  hfiftT«  of 
^  removal)  taken  care  to  leare  a  hast}! 
not^  for  hep  unde»  in  tbe  haoiis  of  a  sc», 
vatit  peraaining  at  Bnx>klands^,  infertn- 
ing  hino  öf  the' cause  of  hep  suddenab* 
iMce^  enclosiiig  her  direetion  to  the 
Salktnores^  and  pequesting  to  beap  6ftea 

from 


firdm  him.  Gan  you  theki  wonder  «t 
her  feeling  both  hurt  and  surpriaed  tm 
discovering  he  faad  left  Brooklands,  and 
that  nothing  färther  had  been  either 
heard  or  seen  of  him  since  3he  abo  liad 
quitted  home  ?*' 

'*  You  are  always  ei^r  to  defbnd 

Constanee  on  erery  nonsensioal  occa- 

sion/'  with  a  blush  of  anger  lady  Mar- 

lowe  replied«   as  sfae  turned  from  her 

husband  to  address  Fitzowen,  who  had 

gradually  drawn  nearer  the  little  jparty, 

and  now  exclaimed^*— *'  If  I  had  th^ 

seen  Miss  Arlingford,  it  would  hay^ 

been  in  my  power  to  have  relieved  evtry 

apprehension  the  entertaibs  cx)ncei(iing 

her  unde,  with  whom  I  am  in  the  habit 

ofoorresponding;  and  he  has  told  me 

(nay,  so  late  as  yesterday  I  heard  firoita 

him)  that  he  is  still  Ignorant  of  the  pre^ 

sent  abode  of  bis  nieoe  Constanoä,  and 

that  he  left  Brooklands  in  the  haaty 

manner  Miss  Arlingford  oomplains  of, 

ander  the  influence  cf  a  little  pettish- 

F  8  ness, 
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ness,  which  her  sudden  and  to  him  iii'» 
explicable  departure  from  home  tended 
in  no  small  degree  to  increase;  for  I  am 
positive  Mr.  Bedingfield  never  received 
the  explanatory  note  which  lord  Mar- 
lowe  affirms  was  lefl  by  Miss  Arling- 
ford  for  her  uncle." 

"  What  subject  are  you  all  so  eamest- 
ly  canvassing  ?"  exclaimed  the  dowager 
lady  Marlowe,  as  with  sir  Lucius  she  ad- 
vanced  towards  the  little  coterie :  "  have 
you,  Fitzowen,  become  more  accommo- 
dating?  and  is  Blanche  giving  you  a 
deeper  insight  into  our  plans  ?" 

Fitzowen  answered  in  |;he  negative ; 
and  lord  Marlowe,  with  a  smile  of  pe- 
culiar  meaning,  added — "  No,  my  dear 
madam,  the  subject  that  engrosses  your 
thoughts  so  much,  we  have,  I  believe, 
by  tacit  consent,  exduded  from  ours, 
as  Fitzowen,  equally  with  myself,  has 
had  more  than  enough  reason  to  feel 
heartily  tired  of  private  theatricals/* 

*'  You  are  talking  a  great  deal  of,  to 

me. 
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jie,  inexplicable  nonsense,*"  coldly  re- 
tumed  lady  Marlowe ;  "  therefore  you 
Qciust  excuse  my  interrupting  you/ in 
Order  to  inform  Miss  Fitzowen  of  the 
delinquency»  nay,  the  shameful  deser- 
tion  öf  her  brother  from  my  Standard/' 

Adela  requested  an  explanation  of  so 
serious  a  eharge,  and  her  ladyship  con- 
tinued — "  Oh,  he  positively  refuses  ap- 
pearing,  for  one  night  only,  in  the  eha- 
racter  of  Romeo,  although  I  have  told 
him  Blanche  has  invited  a  large  party 
of  my  very  parttcular  friends  to  Park» 
well,  in  Order  to  be  present  at  the  repre* 
sentation  öf  that  most  bewitching  trage- 
dy;   and  our  unrivalled  actress,  Miss 

,  wiU  pass  a  day  with  us  in  her 

way  to  the  county  town,  where  she  ex- 
hibits  next  week,  and  has  already  con- 
sented  to  enact  the  part  of  Juliet." 

By  the  expressiön  of  her  brother's 
Gountenance,  Adela  was  now  well  aware 
all  expostulation  or  entreaty  on  the  sub- 
ject  would  be  fruitless ;  and  despairing, 

F  4  by 


1^  sbaking  her  head»  ahe  asserted  Ais  to 
be  her  opinion. 

''  And  hy  thinking  and  aeting  on  thia 
maxim,  that  all  Opposition  will  be  of  no 
avail»''  retumed  lady  Marlowe»  ^  ycm 
strengthen  that  obstinacy  of  diapositum 
in  your  brother,  Adela,  whicfa  he  de- 
signates  by  the  high^sounding  name  of 
firmnesa;  and  except  ConstanceAriing«. 
ford»  I  never  yet  knew  a  yoang  woman 
who  could  discriminate  between  these 
two  great  attributes  <^  the  male  sex. 
She  exactly  understands  the  ^ff^i'^oe ; 
and  though  I  this  iqoming  aeoused  her 
of  being  too  severe  in  the  obssrridion 
die  made  on  the  subject»  I  am  noir 
oompletely  convinoed  she  was  right: 
but  Constance  is  cert^inly  a  most  ^x- 
cellent  j  udge  of  charactef." 

So  fbndly  attached  as  Adela  was  te 
her  brother,  so  tenacibus  a^  dbe  ever  was 
oi  bis  praise,  she  feit  now  unwilling  to 
request  a  relation  of  those  oplnions 
Gpnstaqee  had  ex^essed,  under  the  ap- 

prehension 


Mrehensiion  c^  theif  not  h€ing  In  oofifiir* 
fdity  wifh  her  own ;  fearing  aliso  thät  if 
shey  proved  disrsiinilar,  Consftdfmü^'  wcmid 
»nk  iß  her  estimation. 

Fitzöwen  äppeared  detetmined  upon 
Eittaining  the  knowkdge  dhe  shrank 
&om  acquiring;  and  the  dowager  vis- 
coontess  was  oii  the  p^nt  ©f  gratlfying 
hi«  curiosity,  when  Blanche,  with  a 
thottghtft]Ines9  mosf  uni^ttiral  to  h^, 
and  möst  provoking  to  her  mother*«^ 
law,  exchiimed— '*  I  am  sure  CoMtaüee 
wJÖ  be  very  angry,  when  she  km>W8  wtf 
hw€  publicly  repeaited  the  words  whi^h 
feU  frota  her  lip&  when  amid  a  family«. 
circle." 

Cdouring  ^eeply,  evö»  t&rough  her 
rougB,  at  thid  re^uk«,  given  by  om 
whoixr,  tiU  very  ktely,  her  ladyship  had 
rwt  delgned  to  acknotttedge  m  hm 
dairgfac^r,  the  förmer  äaited  upön  tbci 
ncw4erriffed  giti  a  took  tfaat  woul4  ^ 
possible,  hsLV^  anYiäkilated  her ;  bot  th« 
yiMing  >idoetMit,  in«tefa  pleaied  at  iMi 

F  5  proof 
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prüoi  of  attention  whiefa  his  wUe  had 
displayed  towards  her  absent  dster, 
oould  not  refrain  from  stepping  up  to 
her,  and  kissing  her  blooming  cheek,  as, 
laughing,  he  said — **  You  have  given 
US  an  excellent  lesson.  Blanche,  and 
bave,  I  doubt  not,  checked,  for  the  pre- 
sent  at  least,  our  almost-unpardonaUe 
curiosity,  as  what  Constance,  in  the 
warmth  of  argument,  and  amid  a  family- 
(drcle,  allowed  to  escape  her  Ups,  she, 
very  probably,  migbt  not  wish  to  ha^^e 
repeated,  more  particularly  to  the  very 
person  of  whose  sentiments  and  diq[>o- 
sition  she  was  attempting  to  give  you  a 
slight  sketch." 

"  Never  befwe,  Frederic,''  exdaimed 
the  dowager,  in  a  passionate  tou^  **  ha?e 
I  heard  you  run  over  such.a  :8triiig;i)f 
ridiculous  arguments.  Of  whom  you 
have  leamed  to  think  and  speak  so  Ibol- 
ishly,  I  cannot  pret^id  to  determine. 
At  any  rate,  I  attempt  not  to  answer 
thetn :  only  allow  me  to  say,,  that  Con- 
stance 
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stanoe  Arlingford  has  never  had  cause 
to  blush  at  any  action  of  her  life,  or  at 
any  opinion  she  has  ever  ventured  to 
profess;  therefbre  ought  never  to  feel 
ashamed  at  their  being  repeated  or  can- 
vassed  in  the  &oe  of  the  whole  world. 
Had  she  ever  givoi  me  cause  to  believe 
otherwise,  I  think,  sir,  you  might  have 
trasted  to  my  discretion  for  remaining 
dient,  or  glossing  it  over  in  the  best 
manner  I  possibly  could.'' 

Tlie  celour  of  lord  Marlowe  rose  to  a 
erimson  hue :  he  bit  his  nether  lip  in 
silence,  as  he  bowed  sarcastically  to  his 
mother;  and  Adela,  fearing  he  might 
at  length  give  the  ^'  retort  courteous,'' 
requested  her  brother  to  order  ha  horse, 
and  then  hastmed  to  make  hevifMurting 
oompUments. 


.,i 


F  6  CHAP- 


Ifli  TB&  inrauDt. 


Cfl  AFTER  Vi. 


Ufqk  tho  Ntnm  of  Oonstance  fram  Imt 
iBM(iö]»bie  vmA  tQ.  Hn  Bediagfidd^  slie 
Mrai;  niel  at  aome  fittle  disttnca  froHBitiw 
haoee  hy  Mrs.  Artingford,  icIq9  afxp^and 
overwhelmed  wüh  afflietton ;  and  wh« 
hiev  team  alkii«Md  her  ta  ansiMr  tke  re- 
ptatfd  aad  anxiöüs  Inquides  of  heriMecev 
repUed  bgr  pilttiiig^  ant  opehed  lefttv  m^ 
her  lond^  at  the  saixie  fime  addiqgiM*.^  I 
aiu  noI  aiüoved  aven  to  haa^eB  to  li6>^ 
mkigfibad»  and  labe  « last  farawaä  ef  «II 
that  raapaiiu  ol  my  mttebJivml  sitaar;^ 
Constance  quickly  ran  hatf  ey^  qym 
the  letter  which  Mr.  Falkmore  had 
written,  and  aiFectionately  kissing  her 
aunt,  Said — '*  I  will  go  to  my  guardian» 
my  dear  madam,  if  you  will  permit  me; 
and  I  think  I  can  answer  for  your  re- 

quest 


qunst    beitig   oomplied  with   hnmecK« 
ately." 

Poov  Mxtk  Arlifigfbrd  oould  onfy  si- 
\ent\y  thank  her  niece  ibr  the  kind 
pitxnptitude  with  wbkt^  ehe  met  her 
wishes,  and  Constance  hurried  away  tf> 
the  study  of  kier  \mcle. 

Tfaeire^  m  sbe  expected,  set  the  stam 
dMpot,  nearly  hidden  l^  the  vapour  e>f 
bi»  piipe :  he  slowly  Hfted  up  hi9  heary 
eyel^»  as  she  entered,  gianced  for  a  ma- 
laeM  on  her  eountenance,  but  still  re- 
nrnkiifig  silent,  appeared  ta  be  ealraly 
waiting  to  kam  the  reason  Ibr  thid  in- 
tnwioii.     ' 

After  a  piause  of  a  fevr  mecnentsr,  dur* 
ii^  wbkhi  she  had!  advanoed  tcmaidn 
hio%  apparendy  e<;copied  iit  the  permtA 
of  the  letter  Mt.  FÜkttiore  had  written, 
tBie  cid  gentleitian,  in  his  emtomary  sten^ 
tmai»  leoieev  ekdlamed^-^*'  Misu*  Con^ 
stance  AvUngfopd!  r 
liO^kbig  op  from  the  paper  fbr  a  nnio- 

ment» 
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ment,  she  ooolly  leplied«— *'  Uncle,  I  am 
here." 

"  And  what  business  have  you  here» 
madam,  at  this  time  of  day?  You 
know  I  am  not  fond  of  being  intemipt- 
ed.** 

"  Nor  I,  my  dear  sir ;  therefore,  pray 
allow  me  to  finish  Mr.  Falkmore's  letter; 
after  that,  I  will  congratulate  you  upon 
tbe  aoquisition  of  fortune  to  which  the 
death  of  my  poor  aunt's  sister  entitles 
you.  But  how  is  this  ?"  she  continued, 
in  a  tone  of  surprisei^  as  her  eyes  feU 
upon  a  part  of  the  letter  she  had  not 
before  seen.  '^  Mr.  Arlingford  must  ac- 
company  you,  my  dear  madam,  to  Le^ 
mingford,  if  possible;  for  there  is  a 
small  bequest  left  to  him,  whioh  I  am 
dew^  to  put  into  his  own  hands ;  and 
as  I  cannot  leave  home  at  presetit,  I 
must  entreat  to  see  him  here  as  soon  as 
you  can  make  it  convenient  to  oome.'* 

Constanoe  had  scaroely  finished  this 

Paragraph 
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Paragraph  when  old  John  entßred  to  an-, 
swer  the  bell»  which  bis  master  had 
rung  whilst  she  was  reading. — "  I  am 
inclined  to  sleep,  John :  clear  the 
room ;"  and  he  waved  his  hand  towards 
the  table  by  which  his  nieoe  was  Stand- 
ing, and  which  also  held  his  decanter  of 
wine,  glass,  tobacco-box,  &c. 

As  the  old  servant  prooeeded  to  re- 
move  those  artides  from  the  room»  Con- 
stanoe,  laughing,  exclaimed-— ''  Take  me 
away  also,  my  old  fiiend,  or  you  will 
not  have  executed  the  most  essential 
part  of  your  commission.  Only  this 
I  must,  in  compassion  to  your  poor 
sleepy  master,  teil  you  before  I  go.  My 
uncle's  travelling-trunk  must  be  in  rea- 
diness,  and  a  proper  equipage  for  bis 
accommodation  must  be  at  the  door, 
tp-morrow  moming,  precisely  at  seven 
o'clock,  as  he,  with  your  mistress  and 
myself,  must  be  upmi  the  road  towards 
Lemingford  at  as  early  an  hour  as  pos- 
sible.    You,  with  my  aunt's  maid,  will» 

of 
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of  course,  be  in  readiness  to  aocompany 
oj;  therefbre  I  have  only  to  adJ,  be 
pnnctua),  as  my  uncle  '  is  not  fon^  ot 
heing  detained." 

John  stood  for  a  moment  dient :  he 
looked  at  bis  yoang  lady,  then  at  his 
master;  bat  fhe  eyes  of  Mr.  Atüngfönf 
were  closed  as  in  ähimber,  and  Jofan, 
not  venturing  to  »peak,  borwed  only  in 
retnm:  but  on  Constance  leaving^  tfcc 
room,  he  followed  qtricldy,  and  request- 
ed  to  know  if  sHe  were  in  earoest,  and 
had  bis  mastei's  autbority  ibr  tbe  orderr 
she  had  given. 

Constance  then  briefly  informed  bim 
of  the  inteHigence  Mus:  Arlingford  bad 
reoeived,  of  her  unde  having  refitsed 
bis  consent  to  her  proceeding  to  Iä- 
nringford,  and  the  measures  äse  bad  in 
consequence  pursued. 

*•  If  I  have  any  inflüenoe,  my  dear 

young  lady,*  old  Jobn  then  exclaimed, 

"  yours  and  my  good  mistress's  wisher 

rfialT  be  gistffied ;  and  I  thmk,  as  yott' 

say, 
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say,  ray  master  does  not  inteifid  iö  Mun- 
termand  tbe  direcHons  you  gave.  But, 
Miss  Constance,  it  does  surpiise  ine 
v^ry  tnucb,  that,  disliking  her  sistei^r 
husband,  as  I  know  Mrs.  Falkmore  did; 
s%e  sbould  think  of  leaving  bim  any 
tiihig  at  her  death.  To  be  sure,  I 
tbought  all  would  oome  to  my  mistress ; 
tfae  Miss  Falktnores  cmd  their  brother 
beiag  only  tbe  step-children  of  their 
fbther's  late  wife.** 

C(xi9tance  aoknowledged  herseif  equri^ 
ly  surprised ;  but  adTising  her  old  firiend 
to  be  as  Httle  tardy  as  possible  in  com* 
ptefing  his  arrangements,  she  left  bim 
to  TfjiAn  ber  aunt,  wbo,  stül  in  deep 
idUction,  rec^ived  her  in  silence  and  in 
teara« 

Constanee  endeavoured  to  soothe  and 
cheer  her,  by  repeating  wbat  had  passed ; 
and  then  inquiring  if  she  had  shewn 
^r.  Arlingford  her  brother-in-law*s  let- 
ter»  spoke  of  the  pamgraph  which  im- 
ixiediately  related  to  her  unde^ 

Poor 
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^edingfieid  al  Brooklands»  and  wöuid 
then  bave  persiiaded  him  taretum  wiA 
her.  I  nevev  saw  her  high  spirits  m 
compktely  sulidiied  a9  they  wete  at  the 
time  she  told  me  he  left  Bbooklands  on 
the  same  daj  that  s^he  hersell^  wkh  Mli 
and  Mrs.  Arlingfbrd,  oommenced  ^eir 
long  }oumey> ;  and  vealty  I  could.  not 
bel^  teHing  her,  the  fias»  rttade  aboat 
such  a  queer  cnross  idld  ^e$4iure  WM 
quite  ridiculousv" 

'"^  Nay,  Blanehe,''  med  lord  Marlow»^ 
"  it  was  not  very  kind  in  you  tQ  $äf 
vrhat  jouf  did  to  yoor  skter,  who  really 
was  serioudy  uneasy  about  the  good  old 
«oul,  from  wbom,  she  said,  not  a  fine 
bad  been  received  $ince  th^  last  parted» 
iiltfaougb  sbe  bad,  eren  in*  the  Iu9n7' ^ 
^  removal^  taken  care  to  leare  a  bastjf 
notQ  fi>r  her  unde,  in  the  haods  of  »  sw- 
vatit  remaining  at  Brooklands^,  inibtte- 
ii«g  hino  of  the  cause  of  her  radden  ab« 
sffice^  endosifig  her  direotio»  to  the 
Üalkmores^  and  fequesting  to  hmp  ^fen 

from 
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rom  hlm.  Gan  you  tbeli  wdnder  «it 
ler  feelkig  both  hurt  and  surprised  on 
liscovefing  he  faad  left  Brooklands,  and 
;hat  nothing  färther  had  been  eitber 
leard  or  seeh  d£  him  since  9he  ako  had 
juitted  home  ?" 

"  You  are  always  ei^r  to  def^id 

Constanee  on  erery  nonsensical  occa- 

sion,''  with  a  blush  of  anger  lady  Mai^* 

Lowe  reptied,   as  she  turned  from  her 

husband  to  address  Fitzowen,  who  had 

gradually  drawn  nearer  the  little  party, 

and  now  exclaimed--*-"  If  I   had  theik 

Seen   Miss  Arlingford,  it  would   hayi 

been  in  my  power  to  have  relieved  evtry 

apprehension  she  entertains  oonceitilng 

her  unde,  with  whom  I  am  in  the  tmbit 

ofcorresponding;  and  he  has  toid  me 

(nay,  so  late  as  yesterday  I  heald  üoth 

him)  that  he  is  stiU  Ignorant  of  tbe  pre-> 

sent  abode  of  bis  niece  Constancd,  and 

that  he  left  Brooklands  in  the  hasty 

manner  Miss  Arlingfbrd  oomplains  of» 

ander  the  influence  of  a  little  pdttish- 

F  8  ness, 
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ness,  which  her  sudden  and  to  him  in-» 
explicable  departure  from  home  tended 
in  no  small  degree  to  increase ;  for  I  am 
positive  Mr.  Bedingfield  never  received 
the  explanatory  note  which  lord  Mar- 
lowe  affirms  was  left  by  Miss  Arling- 
ford  for  her  unele.*' 

"  What  subject  are  you  all  so  eamest- 
ly  canvassing  ?"  exdaimed  the  dowager 
lady  Marlowe,  as  with  sir  Lucius  she  ad- 
vanced  towards  the  little  coterie :  "  have 
you,  Fitzowen,  become  more  accommo- 
dating?  and  is  Blanche  giving  you  a 
deeper  insight  into  our  plans  ?" 

Fitzowen  answered  in  J:he  negative ; 
and  lord  Marlowe,  with  a  smile  of  pe- 
culiar  meaning,  added — "  No,  my  dear 
madam,  the  subject  that  engrosses  your 
thoughts  so  much,  we  have,  I  beUeve, 
by  tacit  consent,  exduded  from  ours, 
äs  Fitzowen,  equally  with  myself,  has 
had  more  than  enough  reason  to  feel 
heartily  tired  of  private  theatricals/* 

^'  You  are  talking  a  great  deal  of,  to 

me, 


cftHed  the  atk^ition  of  Mr.  ArUngford 
and  hia  wife  to  tfae  sutgect  which  ha^ 
btought  the  fcmner  to  hi»  house. 

It  then  appeared  that  on  bis  naamagiC^ 
l^jr.  Falkmore  bad  insisted  that  his  wife'« 
Ibdune  should  be  whoUy  settkd  upcxi 
heNelf  and  ehUdren ;  or  in  case  of  b^if 
haviag  Bo  ofikpring,  upon  her  sisten^  ois 
My  other  member  of  her  own  fiunily ; 
aüd  Mrsk  Falkmore  had^  in  oDnseqiience^ 
after  leaving  bandsome  legacies  to  b» 
bttsband'b  cbüdren,  bequeathed  her  en-^ 
feire  pröperty»  amounting  to  eigbt  tboiw 
aand  pounds»,  to  Mrs.  Arlingford,  and 
had  taken  care  it  sbould  he  secured  most 
luialiembly  to  her^  wboUy  out  of  dui 
power  of  h^  husbandv 

Not  a  musde  of  Mr.  ArKngfoiid'tf 
GfHintenance  changed  as  be  lifitened  to 
tiie  sfiatemeat  wfaieb  Mr.  Falkmotfcrsi 
bnryer  now  read;  but  ctmtiiHiiilg  ta 
smoke  bis  pipe»  he  kx^ed  up  for  a  axh 
memt  asäy  at  bia  wi&^  whose  faee  was 
^     .  concealed 
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ness,  which  her  sudden  and  to  him  in« 
explicable  departure  from  home  tended 
in  no  small  degree  to  increase ;  for  I  am 
positive  Mr.  Bedingfield  never  reeeived 
the  explanatory  note  which  lord  Mar- 
lowe  affirms  was  left  by  Miss  Arling- 
ford  for  her  uncle." 

"  What  subjeet  are  you  all  so  eamest- 
ly  canvassing  ?"  exclaimed  the  dowager 
lady  Marlowe,  as  with  sir  Lucius  she  ad- 
yanced  towards  the  little  coterie :  "  have 
you,  Fitzowen,  become  more  accommo- 
dating?  and  is  Blanche  giving  you  a 
deeper  insight  into  our  plans  ?" 

Fitzowen  answered  in  t^e  negative ; 
and  lord  Marlowe,  with  a  smile  of  pe* 
culiar  meaning,  added — "  No,  my  dear 
madam,  the  subjeet  that  engrosses  your 
thoughts  so  much,  we  have,  I  beUeve; 
by  tacit  consent,  exduded  from  oun, 
äs  Fitzowen,  equally  with  myself,  has 
had  more  than  enough  reason  to  feel 
heartily  tired  of  private  tbeatricals.** 

^'  You  are  talking  a  great  deal  of,  to 

me. 
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able  emotion,  wept  aloud:  poor  Mr. 
Falkmore  was  almost  equally  afiected; 
and  Constance  feit  unable  to  ofFer  her 
auht  the  slightest  consolation.  Her  at- 
tention was  also  divided  by  a  sudden 
movement  of  her  unde,  who  just  then 
perceiving  John  pass  one  of  the  win« 
dows,  strode  hastily  towards  it,  threw 
the  sash  violently  up,  and  calling  to 
him,  exclaimed — "  Order  the  chaises ! 
I  leave  this  place  in  half-an*hour*s 
time !" 

Every  individual  present  was  Struck 
mute  with  astonishment.  Mr.  Falk- 
more at  length  found  words  to  say,  he 
trusted  that  idea  would  be  given  up,  as 
Mrs.  Arlingford  was  not  yet  sufficiently 
oomposedy  after  the  melancholy  soenes 
they  had  so  lately  gone  through,  to  al* 
low  of  her  thus  suddenly  commencing 
H.second  joumey. 

.  *^  Mr.  Falkmore,  I  am  not  fond  of 
belog  contradicted ;   I  am  not  fond  of 

arguing; 
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hy  shsking  h^  head»  she  asMrted  fiiis  to 
be  her  opinion. 

'^  And  by  thinking  and  acting  on  this 
moidm,  tbat  all  Opposition  will  be  of  no 
avaiV  retumed  lady  Marlowe,  **  yoa 
strengthen  tbat  obstinacy  of  disposition 
in  your  brother,  Adda,  wbicfa  he  de- 
signates  by  the  high^sounding  name  of 
firmness;  and  except  Con^tanceAjüng«. 
fbrd,  I  never  yet  knew  a  yoang  woman 
who  could  discriminat»  between  theae 
two  great  attributes  of  the  male  sex. 
She  exaotly  understands  the  (^ifferemoe ; 
and  though  I  this  iqoming  aöoused  her 
of  being  too  isevere  in  the  obssrration 
fhe  made  on  the  subject,  I  am  noir 
cmnpletely  convipeed  she  was  rigbt: 
but  Constanee  is  eert^inly  a  most  ^'^ 
oellent  judge  of  character." 

So  fbndly  attached  as  Adela  was  te 
her  brother,  so  tenaciöus  ais  she  ever  was 
of  bis  praise,  she  feit  now  unwilling  to 
request  a  relation  of  tboas  op^nions 
Ccmstaqee  had  expressed,  uhder  the  ap- 

prehension 
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ford  nearly  overcame  her ;  but  making 
another  strong  effort  to  rep^in  compö- 
sure,  she  took  a  paper  from  the  band  of 
Mr.  Addison,  and  putiing  it  into  that 
of  Constance,  requested  sbe  would  read 
it  aloud  to  ber  unde. 

"First,"  continued  Mrs,  Arlingford, 
addressing  ber  husband,  ^  allow  me  to 
say,  I  was  yesterday  acquainted  with 
the  kindness  of  my  late  sister,  my  ever- 
beloved  Fanny.** 

Again  bursting  into  tears,  Mrs.  Ar- 
lingford  made  a  sign  to  Constance  to  com- 
mence  reading;  and  in  almost  -  breatb- 
less  astonisfament,  the  latter  read  aloud  a 
deed  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Addison,  and 
signed  by  her  aunt,  in  whieh  sbe  made 
over  four  thousand  pounds  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Falkmore's  bequest  to  her  hus- 
band,  on  condition  that  articles  of  sepa- 
ration  sbould  be  immediatdy  drawn  up, 
and  thät  from  this  time  she  migfat  oon- 
flider  herseif  whoUy  independent  of  bim. 

¥0L.  IL  G  Constance 
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JBedingfieid  at  BroolclaiidS)  and  wooid 
theii  bave  permaded  him  ta  retum  witfc 
her.  I  nevev  saw  her  big>b  spirits  m 
compktety  subdued  ag  they  were  at  the 
time  she  told  me  he  leil  Bfooklands  on 
the  same  daj  that  she  herself»  wkh  Mh 
and  Mra.  Arlingford,  oommeiiced  their 
long  journey ;  and  realty  I  could  not 
help  telling  her,  the  fiasa  made'  aboot 
such  a  queer  Gross  dld  ereeture  was 
qiiite  ridiculousi" 

'"^  Nay,  Blancbe,"  eried  loFd  Marlo^tw^ 
**  it  was  not  very  kind  in  you  ta  üy 
^bat  yott  did  to  yonr  sister,  who  really 
was  seriously  uneasy  about  the  good  old 
sonl,  from  wbom,  she  said,  not  a  fine 
bad  been  received  $ince  they  ksl  parted» 
althougb  sbe  bad,  eren  in>  the  lua^rf  of 
^  removal^  taken  care  to  leaTe  a  ba8t|| 
notp  Ibr  her  uncle,  in  the  haiids  of  »  sw« 
vatit  reraaining  at  Brooklands^  infortn- 
iiig.  hino  of  the  cause  of  her  sudden  ab* 
sence,  endosing  her  direetioß  to  the 
italktnores>  and  requesting  to  bear  ^fteH 

from 


mm  hlm«  Gan  you  tbdi  wönder  «t 
^er  feelkig  both  hurt  and  surpriaed  <m 
liscovering  he  faad  left  Brooklands»  and 
that  nothing  färther  had  been  either 
iieard  or  seen  a£  hitn  since  9he  abo  had 
[][uitted  home  ?" 

"  You  are  always  eager  to  deibnd 

Constanee  on  erery  nonsensical  occa- 

sion/'  with  a  blush  of  anger  lady  Mai> 

lowe  repfied,  m  sfae  turned  from  her 

husband  to  address  Fitzowen,  who  had 

gradually  dra wn  nearer  the  little  jparty, 

and  now  exclaimed«-*-*^  If  I   had  thak 

Seen   Miss  Arlingford,  it  would  hayi 

been  in  my  power  to  have  relieved  evtry 

apprehension  she  entertains  oonceitihig 

her  unde,  with  whom  I  am  in  the  habit 

of  corresponding ;  and  he  hafi  told  me 

(nay^  so  late  as  yesterday  I  heakd  &otb 

him)  that  he  is  still  ignorant  of  the  pre<* 

sent  abode  of  bis  nleoe  Constancö»  and 

that  he  left  Brooklands  in  the  haaty 

manner  Miss  Arlingford  oomplaiM  of, 

utidcr  the  influence  of  a  little  pettish- 

F  3  ness, 
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ness,  which  her  sudden  and  to  him  in-» 
explioable  departure  from  home  tended 
in  no  small  degree  to  increase ;  for  I  am 
positive  Mr.  Bedingfield  never  received 
the  explanatory  note  which  lord  Mar- 
lowe  affirms  was  left  by  Miss  Arling- 
ford  for  her  uncle." 

"  What  subject  are  you  all  so  eamest- 
ly  canvassing  ?''  exelaimed  the  dowager 
lady  Marlowe,  as  with  sir  Lucius  she  ad- 
yanced  towards  the  little  coterie :  **  have 
you,  Fitzowen,  become  more  accommo- 
dating?  and  is  Blanche  giving  you  a 
deeper  insight  into  our  plans  ?" 

Fitzowen  answered  in  the  negative ; 
and  lord  Mariowe,  with  a  smile  of  pe- 
culiar  meaning,  added — "  No,  my  dear 
madam,  the  subject  that  engrosses  your 
thoughts  80  much,  we  have,  I  beUeve; 
by  tacit  consent,  exduded  from  ours, 
äs  Fitzowen,  equally  with  myself,  has 
had  more  than  enough  reason  to  feel 
beartily  tired  of  private  theatricals.'* 

*'  You  are  talking  a  great  deal  of,  to 

me. 


THE  ÜNCLES.  12S 

her  son,  bis  wife,  and  herseif,  was  com«^ 
plete ;  for  that  Blanche  had  given  her  so 
deplorable  an  account  of  the  misery  she 
had  endured  under  her  unde's  roof,  her 
ledyship's  heart  relented  towards  her; 
and  she  confessed  herseif  unhappy  until 
she  was  friends  again  with  her  son  and 
bis  wife. 

Constance  expressed  the  pleasure  she 
so  sineerely  feit  at  this  reconciliation 
having  taken  place,  and  then  ventured 
to  inquire  her  ladyship's  future  plans 
for  the  young  couple ;  when  lady  Mar* 
Lowe  informed  her^  that,  as  guardian  to 
tfae  viscount,  she  had  purchased  for  him 
a  small  estate .  in  an  adjoining  county. 
He,  on  bis  part,  had  promised  to  allow 
her  to  remain  unmolested  at  £lm  House, 
for  as  long  aperiod  as  she  chose,  and 
not  even  after  he  came  of  age  to  give 
her  the  least  disturbance. 

Constance,  in  retum,  gave  lady  Mar- 
lowe  a  brief  account  of  the  Separation 
which  had  taken  place  between  her  un- 

G  3  cle 


bjr  shaklng  her  head,  nhe  asaertfed  tibis  to 
he  her  opinion. 

^^  And  by  thinking  and  aeting  on  this 
maxim,  that  all  Opposition  will  be  of  no 
avÄiV'  retumed  lady  Marlowe»  ^  you 
strengtben  that  obstinacy  of  disposilion 
in  your  brother,  Adda,  whicfa  ha  de- 
signates  by  the  high^sounding  name  of 
ßrmness;  and  exeept  Con^tanceArting« 
facd,  I  never  yet  knew  a  yoang  woman 
who  could  discrimina(»  between  tfaese 
two  great  attributee  of  the  male  sex. 
She  exactly  understands  the  4iffwmoe ; 
and  though  I  this  maming  aöoused  her 
of  being  too  severe  in  the  obssrratioii 
Ae  made  on  the  subject,  I  am  novr 
ecmipletely  convificed  she  was  right: 
but  Constance  is  eert^inly  a  most  ^x* 
cellent  judge  of  character." 

So  fondly  attached  as  Adela  was  te 
her  brother,  so  tenaciöus  a3  she  ever  was 
of  his  praise,  she  feit  now  unwilling  to 
request  a  relation  of  thosis  oplnions 
Constanee  had  expressed»  undler  the  ap* 

prehension 
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I  shdl  be  hoppgr  m  your  Company,  and 
our  ahi^Rils  can  follow  ia  another  ciiaise.'' 
This  arvasgemient  was  aoou  pot  in 
eKeeutkxi ;  and,  m  defianoe  of  tfae  firowns 
of  her  goardian»  Constanoe  bade  him 
fiorewell  on  the  fd^owing  aoonuDg,  add- 
mgi  with  a  forced  snule — ^*  URde,  I 
veaüy  quite  envy  you.  For  a  whoie. 
month  yoa  wäl  be  pet&ctly  faappy,  not 
heing  annoyed  by  tfae  sodety  of  a  single. 
fenale.  Wfay^  you  bad  bettec  getrid 
of  me  akoace,  as  jouarcv  I  kiiow,  ^  not 
£3nd'  of  hearing  a^  body  talk  non« 


Miss  Constanoe  Aiüngfoid,  remem* 
ber  yocnr  promisei' 

f  ^  At  present,  my  dear  sir,  I  bave  met 
with  HO  cfaaracier  wbpse  perfections 
would  tempt  me  to  break  it,"  retunved 
Constanoe,  laughing;  and  onoe  more  re- 
peating  her  adieus,  she  rgoined  lady 
Mariowe  in  her  carriage. 
>  But  she  faad  not  pioeeeded  &r  on  her 
journey,  ere  she  found  reason  to  wish  her« 

G  4  seif 
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seif  once  more  at  Brooklands;  for,  in  {he 
course  of  conversation,  lady  Marlowe  jn* 
quired  if^  during  her  former  \isit  to  the 
Falkmores,  she  had  beard  or  seen  any 
thing  of  her  friend  Adela  Fitzowen? 
and  as  Constance,  a  little  surprised  at 
the  question,  answered  in  the  negative^ 
her  ladyship  continued — "  Nay,  I  did 
not  think  it  at  all  unlikely  you  might 
have  seen  each  other,  as  the  residenoe 
of  sir  Lucius  PitzoMren  is  on  the  border 
of  the  county  adjoining  the  one  in  which 
your  new  friends  reside.** 

Although  Constanee  had  been  long 
aware  Fitzowen's  patemal  mansion  was 
in  Gloucestershire,  and  was  equally  a^ 
wäre  that  of  Mr.  Falkmore  was  in  an 
adjoining  county,  yet  it  never,  tili  this 
moment,  Struck  her  there  was  any  pos» 
sibility  of  encounteringFitzowen,  whom 
it  would  now  be  the  extreme  of  awk* 
wardness  to  meet,  after  what  had  so  re> 
cently  occurred ;  and  her  agreeable  sen* 
sations  were  not  heightened,  when  lady 

Marlowe 
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Marlowe  added^^'^  If  you  intend  to  pa$s 
any  time  with  your  sister  at  Parkwell, 
there  is  no  fear  of  your  not  seeing  Adela 
very  often,  as  Ivy  Gross  is  not  more  than 
five  miles  from  Blanche's  future  abode." 
Constanoe  was  almost  petrified  by  this 
Information.  Such  unlooked-for,  yet 
striking  coinddences  were  extremely 
unpleasant— Fitzowen  could  never  imä- 
gine  she  faad  not  thought  of  the  possi- 
büity  there  was  of  meeting  him  in  this 
her  seoond  visit  to  ;  and  would 

it  not  appear  as  if  she  were  purposely 
throwing  herseif  in  bis  way,  either  to 
triumpb  in  bis  defeat,  or  to  induce  him 
to  renew  the  subject  wbich  Mr.  Beding- 
field  had  so  prematurely  introdueed  ? — 
At  all  events»"  she  mentally  continued, 
nothing  shall  induoe  me  to  remain  at 
Farkwell  an  instant  longer  than  is  abso- 
lutely  necessary ;  and  I  greatly  trust  the 
privaey  wbich,  for  the  present,  the  Falk- 
mores will  be  obliged  to  observe,  may 
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p^eveot  tfaef  tiencontre  I  nefllljr  ^dread  e^ 
tiemely-*' 

These  ideas,  and  otbers  of  tfae  some 
nature,  were  rapidiy  patsing  diioQgfa 
her  mind,  when  lady  Mailowe  isuddeniy 
exdaiihed  — ^  CHi,  HeavenR^  bow  iln- 
lucky!  yönder  are  sh*  Lucius  md  Fite* 
Owen  i  Do  not  look  forward^  my  dotr 
Coxistanoe.;  Ibr  should  yoü  b6  discova« 
ed,  we  shall  be  detained  for  ati  hoiir, 
and  reaily  I  cahnot  keep  Fredeiil;  wäÜ:^ 
big  for  tfaeir  amu^emeät;  therefore  i 
shaUmerely  stay  for  an  iiffibmt,  to  say 
urfaere  I  am  going,  and  they  may  fiillow 
US  £f  tfaey  please." 

Conslance  ireadily  obeyed  her  lady« 
ship,  and  puüing  down  ^a*  veil,  idie 
shrank  into  the  comehr  6f  tbe  csrriagej 
while  the  foroier  stopped  it  for  ä  mo^ 
ment,  to  address  tbe  gentlemeni  and 
faaving  briefly  tokl  her  tale,  nifUij  pur* 
sued  her  route. 

Lord  Mark)we  gave  his  sister-in4aw 

the 
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the  kündest  weleome,  tbougb  he  wüIA 
not  forbear  a  little  rebuke  at  her  eagcBP^ 
ncss  to  qiait  PaikweUagain  00  soon ;  Imt 
as  Ccxutance  wi»  imfiatient  to  proeeed 
on  her  joumey,  she,  the  neKt  morning, 
immedifltdly  afier  breakfaat,  set  out  for 
licmingford,  and  &lt  most  truly  faa^y 
an  finding  htiself  again  ander  the  sacoie 
roof  with  her  aunt. 

Mrs.  ArUngfiMrd  had  noChing  to  la*^ 
meiit  m  the  Separation  die  had  i<)bta»ed 
fiom  her  tyraonioal  huaband»  faut  the 
km  of  Conatanoe's  society ;  and  the  teaM 
she  abed  on  reflectkig  on  the  solttude 
this  aifieetionate  girl  would  be  ootiaigned 
to»  by  the  deteitnination  she  had  «eted 
upon,  were  «  bitter  as  tlaose  of  her  nlece; 
Imt  thö  lattisr»  fimHng  on  her  returti  to 
Mr.  Falkmore's  how  much  her  annt  $uf* 
ftved  linder  tfaifi  idea»  exerted  herseif  to 
aoothe  and  reooncile  her  to  whbt  was  in- 
edtahla  In  jpart  die  aucceeded;  but 
Mn.  Asäm^atd^  who  was  fiioal  this  tinle 
to  reside  wkfa  the  J^alkmoisea»  looked 

G  6  forward 


^* — ^— .. '-— — — ^  — —  "^      ■■..«.  .-  ^-i —  "- ■"     «1 


ISS  THE  UNCLES. 

forward  to  a  final  Separation  from  her 
nieoe  with  feelings  of  the  acutest  soß- 
row ;  and  the  latter  oonld  only  {«omise 
to  iMX>long  her  visit  as  much  as  posdbla 

A  week  bad  elapsed  sinoe  Adela^s  vint 
atParkwelly  and  she  had  neither  seen 
nor  heard  more  of  Constance;  during 
that  time  her  sister  Matilda  had  retum- 
ed  home,  and  the  latter  was  one  mcnti- 
ing  oonversing,  as  usual^  on  the  unac- 
countable  silenee  their  frigid  maintain« 
ed,  and  forming  many  conjeetures  to  ao- 
oount  {ar  i(^  when  Fitzowen  entered  the 
apartment  in  which  they  were,  accom- 
panied  by  a  gentleman^  whom  he  intro^ 
duoed  by  the  name  of  Bedingfield. 

Adela  immediately  recdlected  it  to 
be  that  of  Constance^s  much4oyed  nnde, 
and  met  bim,  under  this  Impression, 
with  a  warmth,  a  cordiality  oi  manner, 
that  higbly  gratified  the  old  gentleman, 
who  mentally  excbdmed,  that  aext  to 
his  own  dear  Uttle  girl,  bis  prwokkig 
and  prowked  mece,  she  was  more  like 

a  genuine 
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a  genuine  English  lass  than  any  he  had 
s<^n  sinee  bis  retum  fiom  India. 

Adela  soon  took  an  opportunity  of 
asking  her  guest  if  he  had  discovered 
the  present  abode  of  his  nieoe,  and  whe- 
ther  he  had  seen  her  in  his  progress  from 
London  to  Ivy  Gross  ? 

Mr.  Bedingfield  whistled  his  tune, 
glanced  at  Adela  for  a  moment,  and 
looked  eamestly  at  Fitzowen»  who  in- 
stantly  said — ^'  My  sister  has  never  seen 
Miss  Arlingford  since  the  latter  has  been 
at  Mr.  Falkmore's,  and  merely  received 
from  her  a  few  lines  of  inquiry,  whicb 
lord  Marlowe  put  into  her  bands  the 
day  I  told  you  we  rode  over  to  Park- 
welL'' 

"  Then  you  are  ignorant,  my  dear 
madam,  retumed  Mr.  Bedingfield,  **  that 
xny  niece  and  I  are  no  longer  iiiends. 
We  have  quairelled — at  least  /  did  with 
Constance ;  she  resented  it,  like  a  true 
v9om&n,  you  will  say,  and  I  want  to  go 
and  make  it  up  with  her,  only  I  dare  not 
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go  alone;  and  here  Js  \3rour  brother» 
who  was  the. original  caiise  of  our  dis» 
pttte^  refiises  to  be  my  cxNpapanioii,  tny 
pettoeoQiaker !" 

Adelft  WM  «ilent  from  aiirpriw;  FkK-r 
Owen  cdkmied  violenilj,  as  bostily  he 
exclaimed — *'  I  have  toJd  you>  Mr.  Be* 
dingfiekiy  tliat  your  peäoe  with  Con- 
stanc^  is  already  made ;  Adeia  can  re* 
peat  wbat  I  have  befiire  saM»  ihst  Miss 
Aiiingford  has  fisquenüy  expressed  her 
r^gret  at  not  having  either  aeeii  or  heard 
from  y<Hi  länoe  she  ieft  Brookhifids,  and 
tfaat  nothing  wül  give  her  greater  ple»# 
sut«  öi«n  meöting  you  agda.  AdeK 
am  I  saying  more  than  bis  lordshi^ 
did  P'* 

"  No>  my  dear  brotfaer,  you  certaiiily 
ane  not ;  and,  to  own  the  itruth,  I  mA 
you  would  be  as  explieit  ou  othar  pcdnts. 
Wby  jiot  teli  me  beibw  tif  thts  lütte 
misnodensftandmg  betweeti  Gonstanee 
and  bar  uncle,  partioulatfy  aa  you  i¥eie 
ocNDora^  in  it  younielf ?  I  fed  noie 

than 
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dutfi  hdä&eltxgty  «dtfa  ycm  for  ihe  sQenoe 
yoä  faBve  preserved.  Of  CoDstance  I 
will  now  inquire  the  cause,  as  it  is  my 
i&tentian  to  acoömpany  Mr«  Bedmgfield^ 
wben  he  ean  find  ooiir^e  to  go  to  Mr. 
FaEkmore's.** 

Mr.  Bedingfield  bowed  his  tfatnks, 
but  was  too  xDuoh  occupied  in  whi^Üing, 
and  watchmg  the  vaiying  expression  of 
Fitsowen's  coantenanoe,  to  speak. 

A  servant  at  Um  moment  entering, 
inforttied  Matilda  mt  Iiucicis  wii^ed  to 
See  her  in  the  Wbmj;  and  soon  aAer 
she  had  quitted  the  jpartment,  the  si- 
IcDde  wfaich  had  Kmained  umnterrupt- 
ed  sinoe  Adela  ex{wessed  her  intenticm» 
was  faroken  by  Fitixywen,  who,  now  ad- 
dressing  his  sister,  exdaimed-^^^  Adela, 
I  will  spare  ycfa  the  trouble  of  tnaking 
thaä  faK^iry  of  Constanee,  wbich,  I  am 
wdl  Qssured,  she  wouid  never  answer. 
Mr.  Bedingfidd  has  xtknafy  dupleased 
Us  nieee,  by  premattnrdiy  infortning  her 
tbsrt  in  your  tirodier  she  posacased  a  sin«* 

cere 
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cere  friend,  a  warm  admirer  of  her  noble, 
ingenuous  disposition.  Have  I,  Adela»'' 
Fitzowen,  with  a  serious  smile,  conti- 
nued»  *^  explained  the  dreumstanee  su& 
fidently,  or  would  you  wish  me  to  dwell 
more  upon  it?** 

"  I  woüld  not  wish  you,  my  dear  Lu- 
cius," Adela,  with  afiectionate  eamest- 
ness,  replied,  ^^  to  dwell  a  moment  upon 
any  subject  wliich  can  exdte  or  recall 
unpleasant  remembrances.  You  are  aU 
kindness  to  me — ^I  do  not  deserve  it :  in- 
deed,  indeed,  you  ought  not  to  have 
gratified  my  foolish  curiosity/* 

Fitzowen  smiled  kindly,  and  affec- 
tionately  kissed  his  favourite  sister,  but 
was  prevented  replying  by  the  reappear- 
ance  of  a  servant,  to  summon  him  also 
to  the  library  of  sir  Lucius. 

**  Well,  Miss  Fitzowen,  what  think 
you  of  my  niece  now  ?**  cried  Mr.  Be- 
dingfield,  once  again  ceasing  to  whistle, 
as  he  travers^  the  apartment  with  his 
usual  stride ;  *'  what  think  you  of  the 

fidr 
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fiiirlady  nöw?  This  is  the  sensible,  the 
correct,  the  accurate  judging,  Miss  Con- 
stanee  Arlingford !  A  plague  upon  such 
overstrained  wisdom !  to  ruin  her  ovm 
häppiness  by  such  unparalleled  fölly !" 

Adela  could  not  forbear  smiling  at 
this  passionate  effiision,  and  archly  re> 
plied — **  With  such  feelings  towards 
Constance,  I  suspect  it  would  be  better 
not  to  seek  a  reconciliation  at  present. 
Some  time  hence,  perhaps,  she  will  be 
able  to  justify  her  conduct  to  you." 

*'  A  little  xnönkey  !  she  thinks  that  is 
already  done,  or  rather  she  has  the  im» 
pudence  to  think  I  ouffht  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  reasons  she  gave !"  Mr.  Beding- 
field  passionately  replied.  '*  JBxcellent 
reasons,  forsooth !  a  siUy  romantic  chit 
as  she  is !  a  charming  spedmenof  sistav 
ly  affection  she  wished  to  exhibit !  Non- 
sense, nonsense,  all  nonsense!  Miss 
Fitzowen,  let  nothing  tempt  you  to  act 
so  foolishly.'' 

**  Let  me  first  know  the  act,  and  theo 

leave 
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leave  ine  to  determme  as  tb  tibe  wisdoia 
er  icXLy  of  it,"  replied  Adela^  laugimig; 
^  wliat  has  Constance  said  or  done  £ar 
the  good  of  her  sisters,  that  has  exdted 
your  dispIeKiure  ?  I  think  I  am  ligfat  m 
guessing  it  was  that  fooUsh  creature»  lady 
Marbwe,  who  womcd  her  iDto  it  She 
Is»  I  w^ll  laiöw,  a  tarriUy^selfish  dü^ 
ncter;  so  iotaliy  ^fierent  from  ekber 
Constance  or  JVbsu  Trehwney»  if  I  tOMj 
judge  of  iihe  iatter  fiom  mj  bn>thet% 
descriptkm.'" 

^  Hang  Mrs.  Trdawney  i  I  trish  jsihe 
was  not  fafldf  the  sabrt  y on  all  oonciir  ib 
leffresorting  her,  and  Constance  woaU 
HDt  have  acted  so  foolishly ;  for  to  get 
Miss  EUen  a  busband,  and  to  make  her 
old  tymnt  oonsent  to  the  match,  the 
Mttle  gipsy  has  played  with  fire  tili  her 
wings  are  prettily  singed ;  or»  in  otfaor 
words,  she  has  kughed  and  joked  with 
the  old  viUain,  telling  him,  if  he  ivouid 
take  the  unusual  trouble  of  saymg  ycB^ 
when  he  vras  aaked  (a  kindness  he  was 

never 
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neuer  jkucmn  to  äo)»  wiiy  she  «wioiild 
neVer  ieaze  him  agadci  on  that  sub^ect» 
as  8be  was  deterniined  to  plague  him  by 
ItTitig  at  Brookknds  täl  he  wbhed  bcr 
a  tiicmdahd  cdifes  o£  At  first  tfae  old; 
rascally  ^iBHdiaii  took  not  tbe  ieasit  n<K 
tiee  of  whttt  idie  had  said,  but  inäkted 
upon  her  leaving  tfae  rooih,  and  not  in*> 
tottuptirig  bitn  again.  Cömstanoe  fasid 
liiGiii  to  iüfogtm  this  fond  päir  (the  one 
by  Ifetter»  the  <Aher  by  word  c£  moiith) 
täiat  she  bafl  provied  as  unsucteectsful  m 
Tielawney  had  daiB?,  ibr  he  hcd  before 
Wrkten  io  Mr..  Acüngfhnd,  and  bad  wdi 
öeived  a'ftufc  denial;  and,  as^  she  says^ 
*•  the  silenfc  distress  e£  Eltei^  i^ho  iaabunt«i^ 
ed  not  so  rauch  for  herseif  as  for  her 
dear  Lioner^s  disa^pöurtniBent»^  affecfed, 
her  fnos£  doqily,  aod  she  was  tum- 
ing  oyer  i!n  her  mmd  every  plan  she 
oould  devise,  ili  order  to  hat  opon  one 
that  might  süceeed  witfa  her  unde^  when 
dld  John  enteved  the  room,  <k)  say  bis 
ttiast^  desired  Bhe  wonld  comb  to  him 

directly. 
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directly.  When  again  in  that  dismal 
old  study,  whose  appearanoe,  like  that 
of  its  inhabitant,  is  all  that  is  gloomy 
and  uninviting,  the  rascally  old  fellow 
put  a  writing  into  her  hand,  and  (would 
you  believe  it,  Miss  Fitzowen  ?)  I  say» 
Constance,  on  reading  this  cursed  paper, 
foünd  it  contained,  drawn  up  in  form  of 
a  promise»  all  she  had  half*an-hour  be- 
fivFe  sdd  in  joke ;  and  as  the  litUe  fool 
told  me  (for  she  tried  all  she  could  that 
moming  to  make  me  laugh,  but  I  would 
not),  he  thus  addressed  her'—'  Miss  Con« 
stance  Arlingford,  sign  that  paper,  and 
your  sister  is  Mrs.  Trelawney* — a  puff 
fix>m  his  pipe — ^  refuse  to  sign  that  pa- 
per,  and  your  sister  will  remain  Mn. 
Ellen  Arlingford/  Constanee,  after  a 
few  insignificant  counter-promises,  sign- 
ed  the  paper,  Miss  Fitzowen  !'*  in  a  hur- 
ried  passionate  tone  Mr.  Bedingfield  oon^ 
duded,  his  before-rapid  strides  increas- 
ing  both  in  length  and  quickness — his 
wbistle  louder,  shriller  than  ever— »and 

his 
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his  coloor  deepening,  every  succeeding 
momeiit,  to  a  more  scarlet  hue. 

Fitzowen  at  that  instant  re-entered ; 
bis  countenance  expressed  the  surprise 
he  feit  at  the  anger  visible  in  that  of  his 
guest,  who,  the  moinent  he  perceived 
him,  seized  bis  arm,  and  leading  him 
töwards  Adela,  continued — "And  wheh 
I  told  this  gentleman  of  the  foUy  I  had 
that  morning  been  made  acquainted  with, 
fae  declared  there  was  nothing  so  very 
extraordinary  in  it — that  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances  his  Adela  would  have  acted 
in  the  samie  manner — that  it  might  be 
termed  romantic,  but  possessed  of  such 
a  warm;  is&etionate  heait  as  that  of  Con- 
stsäxce^  no  one  wouM  feel  surprised  at; 
though  aH  would  regret  the  sacrifice 
made  to<  ensure  a  sister's  happiness !"  and 
h«tUy  aropping.  as  he  had  seized.  ihe 
arm  of  Fit2owen,  Mr«  Bedingfield  fluhg 
4Hit  of  thero^m^^DQuIäering  imprecaticxib 
Itpon  all  TaHiatty^:güardiäh&  and  £x>li^ 
wards. 
fiif:  »  Neither 
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Neither  Adela  Dor  her  brother  ocmld 
forbear  laughiog;  and  the  foriner,  at 
Fitzowen's  redest,,  gave  him  a  farief  ac- 
oottut  of  all  she  had  heard,  and  then 
added — ^'  But,  Lucius»  I  do  not  find 
that  yott  have  yourself  spoken  to  Coa- 
staxice  upon  the  subject ;  if  ]rou  had,  the 
nsue,  I  am  quite  certaui,  woidd  hanre 
faeen  very  difl&rent ;  andtboughfettered 
hj  her  promise^.  no  cranedoD  could 
take  pkoe  at  present»  y  et  an  engageiiieBt 
&c  a  fem  years  wcwld  be        " 

^  A  {dani  she  will  never  ooosent  to^ 
iateirupted  FitKowen,  fordng  a  smite. 
« I  h»ire  nüt/*  he  continiied,  ^  aeen.  or 
apoke»  tOi  Ce&dtsDoe  iinoe  that  unfiirt» 
jMte  ^ajr;  bufc  I  fhought  it  doe  botli  t» 
hat  aad  myseli^  tiiat  some  Inrtfaer  e£- 
yfanatiosi  slmdd  ^sune ;  and  on  hearkig 
4tf  iiev  xeBidciHe  at  Mi;  FakkmoDtf  s^if  bkdk 
I  kaaem  n^  itf  tili  our.^visit  to  äie  Mar- 
JiMVtt^  I  addressedt  her  vpaa  ihe  aiil^ 
jlifik^  tnAn^-^it  mU  iidt  fae  rdlEmdjfta 
again.** 

•'Bat 
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'^  But  tke  promise  to  har  Diude  was 
dluded  to — ^was  g^ven  a$  the  cause  of 
her  answer  being  such  as  I  fear  it 
pcoTed  ?"  AdeJa  eagerly  itiquicedi  wkft 
aflfecttonate  interest,  yet  in  a  rnanoer 
which  implied  eonviction  o£  tiiat  eauae^ 
and  that  only,  being  the  motive  for  a 
refusal  which,  to  her,  would  otherwise 
haire  appeared  inexplicahle. 

*^  The  cauae  you  aUude  to,  dfeavegt 
Adela»  was  never  even  glanoed  at  The 
answer  I  recdived  was  finali  and  unt- 
qnxvocd»  yet  coucbed  in  terms  the  most 
flaltering  to  my  aeU-lo^a  But  a  truoe 
to  thia  subJQot  fin:  the  present,  dtoarghrlf 
tibeve  k  anotiier  of  stiK*  gtenib»  inp«^ 
tanoelbr  us  to  omvass^-^ur  little  ühmt^ 
MatQda  has^  Jince  her  absenoo  ftam 
home»  taken  captive  a  heart  whidi  I 
Jbid  belieytd.  attadied;  toafiur-difierent 
Qb|C6t.  I  bare  been  immnciraued  by  my 
^Miefi  to  «eceire  thtsr  imfenoatiani,  ai^ 
jünanaweroiia  or/touro  infertnogaMme^  to 
Ifbvib  I  WM  cKtocm^  pHtidfid 

how 
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how  to  reply,  as  I  saw  Matilda  would 
faave  been  hurt  had  I  spoken  exacüy  as 
I  really  thought ;  and  although  I  have 
little  more  than  suspicion  to  ground  my 
ideas  upon,  I  am  not  inclined  to  answer 
contrary  to  my  belief,  and  therefore  tbe 
matter  is  not  yet  entirely  settled.  My 
fother,  I  can  see,  apprehends  I  know 
more  than  I  choose  to  divulge ;  and  poor 
Matilda  is  in  tears,  and  looking  all  re- 
proach  for  the  lukewarmness  with  whieh 
I  appear  to  consider  the  subjeet." 

"  Tbe  name,  dear  Lucius,  the  näme 
6f  this  hero,  I  am  all  anxiety  to  know," 
eried  the  impatient  Adela ;  and  Fitz- 
üwen,  aifter  laughing  at  the  curiosity  sE^ 
displayed,  surprised  her  extremely  by 
imnouncing  Mr.  Delapre  as  the  happy 
man.         ^ 

**  Delapre  r  cried  Adela.  "  Why, 
^hat  ia  fkkle  ohangeable  creature  he  is^! 
If  is  ^bt  a  t\felvemondi  dnee  he  was 
the  acknowledged  lover  of  poor  Juiiti 
Arlingf(Hrd;  after  her  death  hd  enidea- 

voured 
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vQund  tQ  engiige  tbe  interesfc' o£  11^  ainrt^ 
and  mdk  i»  ohtsAtm^  the  baiHliof  Corw» 
stence:  fio4i  atteeeediig  in  tbair  soteriM^. 
I  imagine^.  he  ha9  timed:  hi&  tboeq^Eitec 
anokber  way,.  and  the*  meek,  gmtiKL  üsuh 
tilida  ia  sefeefed  aa  a.  nnosk  stvikingf  oon«- 
tmst  te  the  bat  of  bis  &ir  Bifttresso» 
But  why  took  so  graite»  luuctufi^  Bor 
you;  kß0w  moiüe  agaisBt  Dielapm*  tban. 
the  inconstenqf  of  Im  dü^sitiiin  ?'* 

'*  I  will  rejtate  to  you,  Adda^  the:  c»" 
cun9$ta9ae.  qqi  wbieh.  l  re^k  my  emjec^ 
twe^  retiurned  Fitxowen,^  ^*  anA  leamt: 
y4>ti  to.  d^ide^if  ra&}9^  judgmeirtrbe^mrracti. 
One  mommgr  when  at^  Büoöklainds».  I 
amdentaQy  overh^aiid  a  few  wx)Fdfo  thftfa 
pdaMd.  between  I>elapre  and  Gonftanee» 
ioitbe  presence  of  Mn  Aiilijigfördy.add 
ia  whlQh  tbe  foKnoeic  gentlen^n  aUaded^ 
SQ  plainly  to  Im  long  and'  ardi^ot^attaacht. 
i«ent  to  beiv  tibat;  Conatanoe  afe  lenja^ 
i«^  h^r  uMaI  e^fiti  ingeniiouss  manodi. 
alkücodbimita pom^eftibat.^Q  undctr» . 
stood  and  disapproved  of  the  conver^ 

VOL.  II.  H  tion ; 
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tion;  atid  going^up  to  her  guardian» 
in  the  tone  often  asramed  as  a  oounter- 
part  to  his  — '  Unde,  remeoiber  your 
promise — Constanoe  Arlingford  is  not 
to  be  annoyed  by  the  society  of  any  per- 
8on  who,  for  any  space  of  tiine,  is  resi- 
dent at  Brooklands,  without  expressing 
her  disapprobation  of  the  said  annoy« 

,  ance,  and  may  request  to  remoye  from 
thence  until  the  said  disagreeable  objeet 
has  made  his  parting  bow.'  To  this 
Mr.  Arlingford  replied— *  Delapre»  I  am 
not  fond  of  argument — I  am  not  fond  ef 
disputes ;  therefore  give  over/    AU  this 

'  passed  in  the  little  parloun  which  opens 
into  the  dining-room,  where  I  was  a- 
waittng  the  entrance  of  Mrs.  Arlingford, 
and  not  knowing  how  to  escape,  yet  un- 
willingto  be  considered  as  an  intention^ 
ßl  listener,  I  announced  my  vicinity,  by 
rapplng  at  the  door  leading  into  tlie 
i^her  room,  and  the  interruption  tben 
appesoed  far  otherwise   than  dis^dea»- 

It 


» 

.  'I^lt  ifttrikes  me»"  said  Ad^la,  afWr  ä 
monmitfi>paiiRse  jof  refleotion,  '^  that  €on4 
stsnce, '  in  her  turn,  has  ebtdiied  sonw 
promises  from  her  unclie,  and  that  the 
8ubj6ist  then  Kinted  at  wasone  of  thetn.*' 
•  ^  I  am  indined  ta  siispect  it  also/'  re- 
tuitied  Fitzawen ;  "  but,  my  diear  Adeia, 
timt  is  of  little  consequeiice  to  us,  and 
perhaps  we  sfaall  never  be  wiser.on  that  ' 
point  than  we  are  at  the  present  time. 
My  ansiety  is  now  chiefly  directed  to« 
wards  poor  Matilda,  and  I  therefore  now 
wish  particularly  to  discover  if  Delapre 
has  really  given  iip  bis  apparentiy-fruit- 
less  attempt  to  gain  the  band  of  Con- 
stanoe;  as  until  I  am  perfectly  convin- 
ced  such  is  the  case,  nothing  shall  in- 
duce  me  to  aifirm  bis  sincerity  may  now 
be  trusted,  or  that  he  is  not  playing  a 
double  part  towards  your  sister  and 
Iriend.  The  disposition  of  Constance,** 
Fitzowen,  after  a  few  moments  hesita- 
tion,  continued,  *Ms  so  naturally  ing^ 
nuous  as  to  oonvince  me,  Adela,  that 

H  2  she 
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she  would  not  serupletogiveyHkii  ä  can- 
did  answer  on  tliis  pomt,  if  you  woald 
mmtion  it  to  her  vrhen  you  ride  oircr 
to  Lemingfovd»*' 

Again  Fitzowen  heflitäted;  bat  bia 
sister,  although  mentally  smiliing  at  the 
PMson  assigned,  and  Mihich  prompted 
tbis  great  eauticm  in  regaril  to  Deläpfee'^ 
donduet,  promised  to  comply  vrith  Ut 
rennest,  and  Fitaowen  again  sought  tbe 
somety  of  bis  friend»  Mv.  Beditigfield. 


CHAP. 
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Arlingford,  released  from  the  tynamj 
of  her  surly  husband,  appeared  eacb  bour 
to  find  au  increase  of  oomfort,  and  ber 
naturally-good  spirits  began  onoe  agabi 
to  revive.  From  Adela  Constance  bad 
received  a  note,  in  answer  to  the  one 
she  bad  so  bastily  penned  when  id;  lady 
Marlowe's,  in  ivhicb  Miss  Fitzowen  iil- 
fohned  her  of  Mr.  Bedingfield's  aÄivaÜ 
at  Ivy  Gross;  and  Constance  bad  Are- 
quently  ruminated  npon  what  }dan  she 
öüght  to  pursue  in  respect  to  ber  unde, 
when,  to  her  great  surprise,  bis  nam^, 
with  that  of  Fitzowen,  was  ohe  momiiig 
annbuiiced  by  Mr.  Falkmore's  servant» 
wbo  at  the  sametime  ushered^be  gentle^ 
meh  into  the  apartment  wbere  she,  with 
her  aunt  and  yöung  friends,  was  sitting. 
*'  My  dear  little  girl !  nüy  dear,  ^  dmk 
littte  gipsy!**  exclaimed  Mr.  Beding- 
field,  as  he  folded  bis  now-agitated  ilieek 
in  bis  arms,  and  repeatedly  kissed  her, 
••  are  you  indeed — are  you  reaHy  glad 
to  See  me  again  ?*'  fbr  Constance  bad,  at 

the 
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the  &t$t  mometit  of  his  entranc^  flown 
tp  meet  bim  ~-  **  You  have  not  then 
quite  fergotten  me — not  quite  discarded 
roe  firom— ~" 

.  •*  My  dear  uncle,*'  cried  Constance, 
hastily  interrupting  bim»  and  gently  dis- 
engaging  herseif  from  his  embraoe,  '*  you 
well  know  how  happy  I  am  always  to 
aee  you.  But  I  ought  not  to  monopo- 
Va^  all  your  attention — let  me  have  the 
pleaaure  of  introducing  you  to  the  Mis^ 
Falkmores,  and  then  I  will  allow  you 
to  apeak  a  few  words  to  your  ,old  ac- 
quaintance, .  my  aunt  Arlingfoni" 

**  Well,  be  it  ao  finr  the  present,  my 
dear  child,**  said  Mr..BedingfieId,  aa  he 
bowed  in  return  to  the  Miss  Falkmoreis 
aalutation ;  *'  I  will  .shake  hands  with 
my  dkl  acquaintance,  and ,  you  shatt  do 
tte  aame  with  yours,''  leadin^  Constanoe, 
a&he  spoke,  towards  Fjtitowen,  and  then 
tunäag  from:  her,  and  offering  his  band 
to  Mrs.  Arlingford. 

H  4  A  little 
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A  läti&-«*«fty ,  more  tfan  A  little  akwe 
.ofjeitdianfimnent,  Comtonee  omdd  not 
«med  fedihg,  1»^  m  (confiirmity  to  ber 
uncle's  wish»  she  gave  her  haiid  to  FHe- 
cwen;  bflt  tlie  tnanber  in  idiiehliere- 
iseLv^A  st*^«  maimier  free  irom  piqne  ^r 
xxAänes^  tended  gteatly  to  restore  kt^r 
eoflSTposare;  and  fsüier  im^inriiig  ivliether 
jiie  had  keM*d  latetif  from  Trelawney, 
and  gi^in^  ber  sonne  tri vid  intelligenee 
of  lier  'sister»  lady  Marlons,  fae  «entered 
.into  oomvensatidn  with  ttie  Miss  Falk- 
moKB,  whicb  he  enppoited  witti  m  am- 
mation  and  itYterest  tbat  deUghted  the 
two  kdies  to  whom  it  was  addiiessed. 

CoMtanoe  exerted  bertseif  *o  taice  a 
«kiave  m  ivhait  was  passing ;  and  an  limir 
üiMMi  thua  sHpped  afmiy,  ere  ahd  Moot« 
ledked  that  afi  y^t  tlie  Misa  Fitmwena 
iiad  ti(rt  b^en  mqaired  atfber;  mt  was 
die  «eren  «evtain  that  lier  tande  wasa 
nrntofr  at  thcir  boase  t91  be  aoddenly 
exdairaed  —  ^'  Well,    CanatiAice^  wbat 

say 
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cay  you  to  Miss  Matilda  Fitiowen'f 
note  ?  have  yqu.  the  heart  to  refuse  poor 
Adela's  request  ?" 

Constance  looked  her  surprise  at  the 
4uestian,  and  Fitzowen,  with  a  beight. 
Qtted  colour,  hastily  opened  his  pocket«^ 
book;  and  taking  a  note  from  it,  whilst 
afibcting  to  laugb,  said — **  I  know  not 
how  to  ^pologize  to  Miss  Arlingford  for 
the  Strange  neglect  I  have  been  guilty 
of ;  but  the  &ct  IS,  I  was  so  fuUy  aivare 
of  the  disapprobation  our  sick  Adela's 
p€[tition  would  meet  with  from  every 
individual  of  this  party,  tbat  I  deferred 
pre^enting  Matilda's  note  until  the  last 
moment." 

Mr.  Bedingfield  whistied,  and  bis 
niece,  with  a  deepeped  bludh,  took  the 
}etter  from  Fitzowen,  as»  conüisedly,  she 
said*^^.  J  am  sorry  to  hear  Adela  is  an 
invalid.'' 

To  her  increased  surprise  and  embar&x 
i^fissment,  Constance  foqnd  MatUda'$  note 
eootftif^ed  a^  re^nost  that  she  would  re-  "" 

J      h5  '  tum 
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tum  to  Ivy  Cross  vnth  ^  her  nncle»  M 
Adela  was  es:treniely  iU,  änd  wished 
very  much  to  see  Tier,  if  only  fcr  afeir 
hours. 

"  ^  What  makes  you  shakeylnir  heml 
in  80  ominous  a  style,  my  dear  Gon- 
$tanc6  ?**  Said  Mrs.  Arlingford,  -  aa  the 
foitner  looked  up  at  Mr.  Bedingfieldi  in 
a  manner  that  implied — **  It  mint  nat^-^ 
cannot  bef" 

^*  Before  you  decide,  Constance;''*re- 
tumed  her  uncle, "  let  Mrs.  Arlingford«^ 
let  the  Miss  Falkmores^  see  Matilda^ 
note.  Let  them  deterinine  for  you,  and 
we  will  rest  content  with  their  dtedsion/* 
:  C^nstance,  not  a  Kttle  onwiHtngly, 
allowed  her  uncle  to  take  the  paperiram 
her,  and  Mrs.  Arlingferd,  after  readh^ 
it,  smd — "  We  shall  be  very  torry  to 
part  with  yt)u,  my  love,  but  indeed  we 
must  not  allow  you,  on  this  occasion.'to 
think  of  us;  for  so  well'dö  we  know 
the  vahie  of  your  society  in  sicknessor 
distress,  that  it  would  be  cnkel  atld-in^- 
V     '  ^  -•  ish, 


TUE  UNCLB8.  145 

ish,  in  tke  extreme,  to  den j  thet  oon- 
fort  ta  aiiother  we  kave  ouraelves  expe- 
rienoed.^-You,  my  dear  (prisy**  she  eon^ 
tinued»  addreming  the  Falkmores»  ^  will 
tkink  witk  me  when  I  teil  you,  Miss 
Adela  Fltxcywen  is  confined,  by  severe 
Indisposition,  to  ker  room,  and  is  now 
anxiously  boping  we  will  spare  our  dear 
Conttmoe  to  ker  for  a  iittle  time.*' 

Neitker  of  tke  Miss  Falkmores  kesi> 
tated  for  a  moment  in  tkeir  reply ;  and 
tkougk  tkeir  regret  was  sinoere  at  losing 
tkeir  yoong  compaiiion,  even  for  so  skort 
a  period,  tkey  acknowledged  it  would 
be  actiilg  oontrary  to  tke  golden  rule, 
were  tkey  to  prevent  ker  from  visiting 
ker  sick  friend. 

To  frame  any  furtker  excuse  was  now 
imposnble,  and  tkerefore,  witk  tke  best 
graoe  $he  could  assume,  tke  former  a- 
greed  to  retum  witk  ker  unde  in  tke 
carriage  wkick  kad  brougkt  kirn  and  kis 
eompanion  to  Mr.  Falkmore's;  but  as 
sbe  bade  adieu  to  ker  aunt,  Cönst^nce 

H  6  mentally 


mmkUdkf  rcmtä  foHfiand^twwty  hoiiis 
tkmiU  t»  täa  esbettt  lof  iier  virnt  «t  Ivy 
Cn&L  -  -         - 

Both  ilie  gentieme»  eneited  tbeM- 
«^eBt0  tfap  utDMst  io  entertain  tbfsr 
&ir  {(sraipttirai;  ibiii;  cUsBntiifed  wiüi 
iueradf»  Coiwtaiice  felt.tiot  waimiWi^ 
aind  to  >4ertve  entertainnient  ^  ^pr^ür 
catiofiMiBBy  siibjwt,  .und  r^^oieed  4nm« 
ttseh^^f  wiuen«  at  tfae  €Kpiriiti<Ni  i^  three 
hourUf  bflr  j^arm»!^  tei^mtmiitod;  und  an 
amiri^g  «t  «ir  Ijiciw  is  «bodc;  :9he  «ms 
«et  Mid  wdoomed  bjr  tbßbmn^  wilh 
akindjiei»  <af  «aiuaner  tbrt » Jtelle  foß;- 
«med  imr  ur^fieamnt  fedUngst  jfehpmfh 

toiaform  her  poor  Adelatiiid  heim  mn^ 
m0V9e  moi?  Fkfsmim^  bid  Ifft  fapme, 
«ad  tbatim^dkd  «d^^  bud  bM»  isdlad 

:  Contlimee  immodtate)^  riynnwtjri  ber 
fmtid  M%bt  bß  ioformed  0f.  ber  Mfmil ; 
i>iit  ^r  I4«ICMI9  iwouldnot  pefütttil^  #dd^ 

heord 


hmxA  af  «y  dMgfafor%  iritb  to  iMijmi, 
I  mit  90k  flwitfe^  the  piofantäüfty  tbem 

flftutpect  Mp  I  am  Mrrj  to  »y,  I  im- 
d«staDd  ift  »ow  (he  caae;  or  I  fwuld  not 
Jmiw  ttrten^d  Ao  la  gu^t's  beidg  iimted 
whflre  fliiy  dmger  of  inftdäoa  migiMt  te 
i^fweheiidecL  iidduis  disonler  isb^^w- 
noonoed  the  scariet  fever,  whicb  imr  dd 
»Dfse  bM  tondny  told  tue  her  dear  child 
ttever  had  winkt  sbe  lired  witb  in.  Tht 
fiwr  ei«atiiie  ihas  l)eeD  afaaent  fimn  the 
yill^ge  tbsa  last  Ibrteigbt,  ^r  tbe  wwUti 
oevier  bäve  f^kNvted  Adeb  to  Tisit  <cuM«rf 
ib^mttogfß  where  lä^e  fonily  am  immf 
kfapttring  linder  the  disoider.  1  «attfiot, 
^Aerßtmt/"  oonliiaiiad  sir  liueiu«,  **  mSow 
ymi,  fpy  dear  Mim  ArUngford»  t^  iMi 
ioito  (dai^eri  ibr  evm  if  yo«  ted  bid 
the  mi»pUint;  the  son^  tfamai  whiob 
ever  atüwds  it  n»y  be  daug^  Md  J 
eoMid  Myer  foigive  wytself  wiu^  m^ 

misfortune  to  befall  yoit** 

JSUt  (UHMM6mww}d  Mit.  (eifM  ftr  a 

nKkment, 
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Mdumt»  listen  to  tbe  «rgumente  sir  Lo- 
dMotiBtinoed  tourg<^  in  ordar  todis- 
«uade  her  froin  attending  upon  bis  datigh- 
ter.  The  dd6st  Miss  Fitzcnren  was  tken 
on  a  Visit  to  a  firiend  who  lived  in  Soot» 
land»  and  poor  Adela  would  thereft»« 
Temain  whcUjr  onattended»  exoept  fay 
servants,  if  she  oonsented  to  sir  Ludns^s 
req[uest 

.  yUe  active  mind  of  ConManbe  aocm 
d^termined  upon  the  plan  most  proper 
tb  pursue,  and  she  lost  no  time  in  sog» 
.gMting  it  to  F]t«>wen,  who,  she  was 
ceitain,  would»  like  herseif,  feel  more 
satisfied  by  this  arrangeitient  than  any 
olbisr  ^idi  could  at  present  be  proposed. 
Mfs/Arlihgford,  Constanoe  knew,  had 
in^her  childhood  passed  safely  throu^ 
the  terrors  of  that  disorder  Adda  was 
now  ocHitending  with,  and  would  not 
'  expcfrience  the  slightest  degree  of  alann 
in  being  summoned  to  the  Chamber  of 
the  poor  invalid« 

'  *f  M]^^unt*s  experience  and  advioe,** 
...  :.«.4:w:fi  oontinued 


8tr  Lucitiä  on  t&e  subject»  ''  woald  how 
be  af  the  greatest  Service  to  us  alL  I 
«tki  well  B wäre  she  would  feel  j^eamre 
at  the  idea  of  proving.in  aiiy  way  us^ol 
to  öur  dear  Adela,  and. her  presence  will 
contribute  so  very  greatly  to  our  com«- 
(ort.** 

Here  Mr.  Bedingäeld  could  not  iqr^ 
bear  a  gentk — a  very  gentle  whiatle. 
Gonstance  feit  her  ooloHr  «ise;  bot  de^ 
termined 'lipon  purätiing  this  plan»  whieh 
sir  Xucius  also  .appeared  to  consider  the 
most  eligible»  she  hastened  to  write  her 
fequest  to  Mrs.  Arltngford;  and  FitB^ 
Owen  undertaking  to  procore  a  measen^ 
ger  w  ho  Would  carry  her  note  to  Mr. 
FalkmoreX  left  the  house,  to  be  himaelf 
the  bearer  of  it;  aiid  in  a  few  honrs  after 
had  the  pleasure  of  conductkig  Mit. 
Arüngford  to  Ivy  Gross  and  to  her  nie0e» 
wfao  had  taken  her  Station  by  the  pilk>w 
of  her  auffering frienrf.  -^     \ 

AAeW^  disorder».  although  exCremdy 

violenty 


«'  «Ä  • « ^ 


vkriedtt  ^rielded  in  time  to  tbe 
fkiU  litid  experience  of  tlie  medical  gen* 
tlemen»  and  the  nauduous  care  and  at- 
tfütäoti  she  received  from  her  kind 
marses;  but  the  poor  girl  ro$e  fitnn  her 
bed  «o  extremely  weak  and  etnaciatedf 
that  Cc»stapQ8  laifnediately  feit  it  lyould 
be  the  height  of  cruelty  to  forsake  bar 
^tatitm»  UntU  h^r  ftienä's  health  wa$  far- 
Uier  t^egtabUfihed ;  and  allJbaugb.  mort 
fiiJly  ixHUKäoua  of  tbe  aif  kwanjUieas  of 
h^r  .pr69^nt  fiütui^an,  she  was  obüged 
fc^  stibmit,  and  listen  m  patiently  as  ipo^ 
mil\9  to  Mi«.  ArUng^rd's  plan  of  retarn- 
iag  to  Mr.  Falkcoore^s  without  her. 

Lady  3f  arlowe  and  her  daugbter  had 
vrdtten  to  reqq^st  Adela  wquld  try  what 
^Sket  jcbange  pf  air  would  have  in  am- 
tributijag  to  tlie  restomtion  of  her 
iirengtb;  and  Con^tai^ae  havii]^  been 
«l^od  to  promi^e  $he  wpuld  join  the 
ftuliy  at  P^k  W0U  as  soon  a»  AdeU  re- 
moved  thither,  tb?  latter  now  proj^pai^ 

ikat  \^  irtter¥0ntpg  msmftvfn^  i^uld 

take 
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sr  frieiid  to  wmain  tft  Ivy  CroM  ttntil 
lart  pcriod,  that,  althoiigh  feeling  «qufiä- 
r  distressed  und  embarrasAed  at  the  re- 
uest» fihe  knew  not  of  any  way  in 
iiich  a  negative  couldf  with  )>n^iely 
r  kii^dnesB  to^ards  the  in  vidid»  be  given, 
nd  most  reluctanüy  oonsented  to  tbe 
lan. 

Adda  had,  on  the.  momtng  sht  had 
;aiiied  this  pokrt,  remoTod  iaiö  tbe 
irawing-room»  and  ftlt  M>  nuoh  elated, 
o  mucfei  better,  <m  roeeivkig  tfais  pro* 
oise  firom  Constmce,  that  «be  dedarod 
lerself  well  enoogh  to  admit  Mr.  Be- 
lingfield»  with  her  ftther  and  brctther, 
^o  were  «eagerly  -wiahing  to  aee  httr 
igain.  The  gendemen  imtnediatriy  at- 
^ended  her  «ummotia;  and  with  i^yes 
$pai)kltng  with  pleaaare,  Adek»  a$  tMii 
IS  the  fint  salutations  were  ovar»  in- 
fbnned  air  Lucius  o£  tbe  ammgetiient 
ibe  had  made;  and  Conatanoa  liad  to 

endure 
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« 

•endure  tfae  warm  and  repeated  thaiiks 
'  üf  the  lütter  for  this  kindness  to  bis  dar* 
.  ling  Adda ;  whilst  at  the  same  time  she 
could  not  avoid  hearing  the  oft-reiterated 
tune  whicfa  proeeeded  fVom   the    Ups 
of  hc^  tüfiistünff  uncle ;  and  most  de* 
voutly  did  she,  for  the  hundredth  time 
flinee  her  arrival  at  Ivy  Gross,  wish  her- 
seif again  at  Brooklands — ^  Even,"  as 
rii0  at  that  tnoment  maitally  said,  **  even 
if  oondemned  for  a  month  to  the  sodety 
of :  üncle  Arlingford  only." 
. ; .  f*  Matilda  wUl  jcN^n  us  at  lady  Mar- 
k>wß's,^   eontinued  sir  Lucius ;   '*  and 
tllere,  Miss  Arlingford,''  the  baronet, 
^th  a  smile,  added,  "  you  wül,  I  be^ 
:Uf9ve,\.  meet  anotber  old  friend  in  tbe 
.persoii  of  Mn  Delapl-e.'* 
,  "  And  yöu  will  meet  bim  as  the  pro- 
lesaed  l<>ver  of  Matilda,'"  exclaimed  Mr. 
BediogjBeld,   suspending  his  whistling 
for  one  instant,  and  retuming  then  to 
Mh  tone  mcve  seriously  than  ever,  as 

Constance 


»istunbe  *tart«l,  oolourad;  aad  tufMd 
le,  onHe^uing  these  sepufite  pieoe#  of 
romiatroii* 

Mr3.  Arlingförd's  work  dropped  fitm 
T  hands,  whilst  involuntarily  glahcudg 
^r  eye  towttds  her  niece^  she  indig- 
intly  exclaimed--^^  Mr.  Delapre  Üle 
x!ep«^ .  lover  of  MatUda !  and  wüh 
>ur  eonäent,:  «ir  Lucias?" 
'*  Know  you  any .  thhig;  of  him,  Mü. 
Lrlingford,  that  you  tbink  ougbt  to  ia* 
uce  me  to  witMiold  my  api>robatioii  7" 
igerly  inquired  tbe  baronet,  who  was 
$  eagerly  intelTUpted  by  C<»i8Unee,  en- 
^eating  him  to  reooUect  bis  däughter^s 
trength  was  not  equäl  to  entering  upon 
ny  intetesting  mbject ;  and  sir  Ludut, 
hanking  her  for  tbe  friendly  catitkxi» 
ooti  flfter  left  tbe  nxMn  with  Mr.  Be» 
lihgfield,  who,  conscious  he  bad  bem 
00  predphate  in/  bis  intelligeBoe^  was 
;lad  t(>  make  Ms  escape« 

Fit20wen  stlU  Ungered;  still  beiilited, 
111  what  iftianncb  to :  proee^.    Matüda's 

bapptnets 


btsppkvdtB'  nsas  most.dciHr  to  fatal»  and 
wodi  1)6  t?id«sd  to  biow«  i£  bis  Sd»H  qi 
its  being  ultimately  injuredby  aa  union 
mth  Ddtapre  had  any  foundation.  The 
mdden .  unexf^ected  illness  6f  hk  yotinger 
^Bter  liad  deranged  aU  the  plana  tfaey 
iiäd  iwvioüsly  formed.  Adiela's  thoughts, 
sitiee  her  cönvakscent«,  irere  totaUy  en- 
grossed  by  other  inibjeots  ;.iiiid  Matilda*» 
.iffiurs»  unäl  tlraus  suddenly  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Bedingfield,  had  iiever  been 
'ipcdcm  af  snce  Coiurtiaiee'a  anäval  lit 
Ivy  €bas& 

Bat  D^pre  had  not  so  long  reinwied 
inärti  be  bad  written  again  to  sir  Lu- 
dq%  und  hid  recdved  froBi.tbe  lajttw,  in 
ntaariH  a  conditional  aaaent  {  and  no  en- 
.ftnaatim  could  previdl  upon  the<biumM9t 
tdk  do  iDora  Delapre  well  knew  to 
ißinbm  he  was  indebted  i^  such  a  dotei^ 
mhigtkii;  he  traced  Fäzonrcb'i  eounada 
in  every  line  wlneh  tbe  indttlgnnt.ftther 
Mtate  to  Matilda,  wbo  btad  dlow ed  bar 
Imrertoxeadlba  J0^tciB  abeneeiTedfrom 

bome. 
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ne»  aad  ba '  tmfcuted  op  tbaaflfcml 
lis  memory. 


CHAPTER  IX, 


f  the  Expiration  of  WQlh^r  ^«jg^ 
leU  mlorm^  her  9n3(i€m8t  fMhwsli^ 
t  herseif  «»iSeiently  re^tored  ta  h^efiUb 
aceept  hidy  Marlo.we*«  iit'VilMkioq  &  aA4 
td.  Aidiogford»  \t^i3hk»g  af\^  ta  r^%w^ 

ber  brothörX  pi?ep9tiit^4  ifirei«  Iw^. 
rntly*  itt9^ß>r  tbe  i^t;  w4  CQiMt«9«ei 

parting^  &oaa  her  aant,  prcmiMd  tQi 
n  ber  et  Mn  Falkwpret''^^  ^  bw«  ^^ 
r  scjrtiinj^  n%  Pai  k  well  ^rn^nal»^  1: 9g^ 

Mv«  BedingSeld  bad  fi)om  tib^^fstr 

sitively  declared  ndbUig  sbQuldleHip^^ 

na  egaia  int^  tbe  «wety,  w  ev^jpte- 

nee^  c^  Bi^oßbe^:  he.  depwte4  with,  j^««» 

p|«tgford(  for  I^ietiHH^o94  «»tbe-^wne 

day 


1^  T«fe  vncrMic 

dfty  ConsCance  wMi  liev  ^  finifods  i^uiltaL 

Ivy  Cross.  •        « 

Under  the  roof  of  her  sister,  who,  with 
her  good-humoured  husband,  appeared 
inuch  pleased  to  have  her  once  more 
Ainongst  them,  Constance  feit  herseif  a 
diBerent  creature  to  what  she  had  been 
whilst  at  the  house  of  sir  Lucius  Fitz- 
owen. Her  spirits,  iiow  free  from  the  re- 
stnraint  which  there  in voluntarily  weigh- 
ed  üpofi  them,  rose  each  sucoee^ng 
hour ;  and  before  the  first  evening  of  her 
arrivAl  had  elapsed,  she  found  herseif 
dhatting  with  Fitzowen  in  th^  same  fa- 
müukr  style  to  which  she  had  in  fbrmer 
times  been  aceustomed.  Adda,  wbo  was 
her  attentive  observer,  secretly  smüed 
at  the  change»  in  which  her  brother  also 
appeared  to  participate ;  and  she  was- 
perfectly  convinced  it  proceeded  in  botfa 
from  the  same  cause. 

**  I  am  no  longer  at  Ivy  Cross !  I  «m 
no  longer  ät  variance  with  myseif  !*?  Con- 
stance mentdly  ejaculated,  on  retiring 

at 
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at  night  to  her  own  apartment.  ^  Mow 
all  feelings  of  awkward  embarrassitient 
will  be  at  an  «id,  Equally  with  myself 
the  guest  of  my  brother  and  aister,  t 
can  meet  Fitzowen,  can  conver^e  with 
bim  as  oomfortably,  as  pleasianfly^ '  M 
e!<rer.  All  that  bas  padsed  will  now  be 
forgotten»  for  in  the  large  circle  Blanche 
IttS  drawn  around  her,  we  shall  have 
neither  time  nor  indination  to  see^mu<^ 
of  each  other;  and  as  Delapre'«  attentions^ 
when  he  dces  arrive,  will  be  directed  to 
Matilda^  I  shall  be  free  from  annöyiinee 
of  any  kind." 

With  feelings  of  unalloyed  pleasurr, 
Constance  awoke  on  the  foUowing  Com- 
ing; nor  Were  they  disturbed  even  when^ 
on  repairing  to  the  breakfast-room,  she 
found  no  one  there  but  Fitzowen,  with 
whom  sbe  had  to  remain  tite-ä^^e  for 
more  than  half-an-hour,  ere  any  other 
meinber  of  the  family  joined  themi 

In  thecQurse  of  the  morning,  Mätä» 
da»    wkh  Delapre,   ärrived»   and  ^  tfaeti 

Constance 


1^.  Twn  tnireu» 

GoiiMaiice  ü^tib  hw  n^rnkf-f^gtoKAetmir 
f^rt  a  lil^ahAketh  6>t  alie  iiev«  oould 
nueet  tibia  «aa  wkkhaot  iaiMj'pamfill  n^ 
meo^lMBces  pf  poor  JuUa  rerarring; 
aiict  90w^  when  &be  saw  htm  a^sidttoualgi 
gpj^rding  tb^'  atefis  of  Malälida.  ftom  danh 
g$ff.  M  bQ  ««3iated  her  firo»  «ha  carriae« 
aiMi  QQntra$l<^cl  thosa  attetttiQns  wüAk  the 
a)mQ$t-4Qtal  mdiflference;  hia  mada»  feON 
^ifiMids.  Julia  had  evinoed,  her  beart  bcidr 
I^b  wUb  iodignaldoQ,.  and,,  with. «  fs^h 
ing  of  an^^F  s^i?eely  te  bq  i^poesec^d, 
sbe  tmnod  frocot  the  window  at  iv^bii^h 
she  had  been  watcfaing  them^.  and  ib^  ^ 
tbß  ^€$.  of  Fi^aomen  eamßsüy  fisiid  on 
h^r^  \$;hil^ abe i)aw  whiä  muntooeance 
tbe^  aafi^  ^xproeision  $b^  waa  qpw<  iviUy 
9^m^  her  qwih  bad  poFtiay<ed. 

!9i;it  tb^  ejntranqe  of  Matäda  previmft^ 
ed  any  ?emark ;  m^  ahp  ppu^ed  ftnrtfe. 
b^  l^atitiude  tp  CoMta»C9  ^r  tb^  kb»d< 
ness  sbe  h^d  sb^^u  bw  siAte^,.  ift»  9mh 
affocikuDnat^i  su^  energetiq  tennft  «id 

heart 


TBE  ITKCLES.  1>69 

art  of  4ihe  fbrmer  almort  Uad  tot  her, 
she  !Üiaii|^t  how  probable  it  was  Üie 
teure  liappioess  af  thia  young  creature 
^uld  be  wrecked  in  a  union  witb  sudi 
ixxatk  as  Ddapre. 

The  ktter  now  advanoed  towank  her, 
liling»  bowing,  «nd  extending  h» 
hd,  whibt,  in  atudied  tertnsi  he  ex- 
eased  hit  happinesB  at  eeekig  her 
;ain ;  attd  iimaiedtatdiy  turning  from 
\r  to  Fitecrwen,  sfaook  hands  with  him 
so,  and  mth  a  look  of  aoeaning,  which 
>wever  Fitaowen  oould  not  iinder- 
ind,  he  added-^^  I  ahall  be  happy  to 
ngratnlate  you/' 

Constance  was  not  long  able  to  en-* 
ire  with  OQnvpoauve  the  view  of  Ma« 
ida's  imi^ned  felicity,  and  the  com 
immate  hypocrifly  of  Delapre ;  there- 
>re,  hastily  quitting  the  dmwing^-room, 
id  passii^  m^dly  »ito  the  garden,  she 
itreated  to  a  remote  pairt  of  it,  and 
imagf  in  /an  /affeotiontf  te  rettietnbranoe, 
i&-fatBr>nfihernb€torQd^ciDu6iq,  whIch,  as 
yoh.  II.  I  a  ring, 
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a  ring,  ever  eßcompassed  her  feiger^  she 
wf  pb-^bittttly  wept,  at  the  mdandioly 
ireooUections  which  now  pressed  upon 
Itör  memory. 

The  sound  of  steps  that  appeared  to  fol- 
low  hers  at  lengtb  reodwed  it  necessary 
for  her  to  ocHitrol  this  agitation,  and  Üie 
repetition  of  her  own  name,  in  the  vcnoe 
(rf*  Fitzowen,  obliged  her  to  tum  and 
meet  him,  as  she  endeavoured  to  smUe» 
9nd  inquire  of  bim  if  Adela  wanted  her  ? 
,  Without  replying  to  her  question, 
Fitzowen  plaeed  her  arm  within  bis, 
and  abrupüy  exdaimed— *''  Our  feelings, 
my  dear  Miss  Arlingford,  I  am  well 
oonvipced,  are  just  now  exaetly  similar. 
Like  you,  I  cannot  bear  to  view  the 
present  ideal  happiness  of  an  amiable 
girl,  and  reflect  how  soon,  if  my  fiither 
is  biassed  by  her  representations  only — 
how  very  soop  that  happiness  will  be 
destroyed ;  or  should  .the  union  not  im« 
mediately  take  place,  it  very  probaUy 
will  be  equally  injured  by  neglect— by 

fcnrget- 
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fergdtfiilness ;  and  in  Matilda's  prospects 
I  can  already  read  tbe  saroe  fiite  a3  that 
of  your  amiable  Julia." 

**  Oh,  nOf  no  T  cried  Constance,  eager- 
ly  intemipting  him,  **  banish  such  terri- 
ble  ideas !  Your  sister,  Mr.  Fitzowen, 
will  never  be  the  poor  desolate  creature 
my  beloved  Julia  was ;  she  will  never 
have  her  woes  to  contend  witb ;  and  be- 
aides,  Mr.  Delapre  was  not  so  much  to 
be  blamed  in  that  instanee  as  you  ima- 
^e.  He  knew  Julia  was  not  attached 
to  him — he  was  aware  her  affeetions  had 
been,  previous  to  bis  knowledge  of  her, 
long,  long  engaged.  That  is  not  the 
case  with  Matilda;  and  I  hope — I  trust, 
nay,  I  am  eertain,  that  if  onee  attached 
to  her,  Delapre  can  never  love  another 
woman." 

:  ^  But  is  he  really  attached  to  Matil- 
da, my  dear  firiend?''  retumed  Fitz- 
owen. ''  On  that  point  I  am  not  at  all 
assured ;  nor,"  he  added,  with  a  serious 
smile,    ''  can  I  believe  your  assertion, 

I S  that 
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that  my  sister's  attrtibtiöns  ä)^  Isoeh  as 
to  bind  his  heart  to  her  föt  feveK  Evei> 
now  I  suspect  he  laböurs  under  some 
mistake,  which,  when  explained,  as  it 
very  soon  will  be,  may  cause  a  revdur 
tion  in  his  present  feelings,  not  tiie  möst 
flattering  to  the  seflf-love  of  pöör  MatiK 
da.  But  riiy  motive  toi  thuspresum- 
ing  to  foUow  you,**  cont$nued  Fkzowen, 
sudd^hly  cbecking  himself,  and  draw- 
ing,  as  he  spoke,  a  smäll  cäse  "ßxAxt  bis 
bosom,  **  wlas  not,  itay  deat  Miss  Ar- 
lingford,  either  to  intrade  upon  yonr 
söitow,  or  to  distress  yoü  still  farth», 
by  adding  my  melancholy  fbrebodings 
to  your  painful  retrospections.  I  have 
been  entrusted  by  poor  Oswald  with  a 
tnost  precioos,  most  isacred  deposit ;  and 
it  was  to  execute  my  trust  in  the  most 
private  manner,  which  he,  poör  ^fellow  - 
would  Wish,  that  I  foQöwed  you.Mther 
from  the  drawing-room.  ISTör  wiB  I 
how,"  Fitzowen  added,  as  hfe  näteased 
the  arm  öf  bis  companlon,  ^*  inthife 

longer 


rkm^cBT  Q«  youf  splitv»<J^:  suffef  n^e  oidy 
>t«  ^y,  ^\^  had  opportu^Hy  or  you  a^ 
.)Qi|t/««c(  mß^  J  &ft^aiil4f  wbei^  at  Ivy  CrpsSf 
Jswiv^  4djiv^red  t]^p  my  qharge,  vfhic)^, 
fiyeti  be^tipr?  yoyr  ariiv^  theif,  W^s 
finisbisdi-^I  n^^an^  wa$  und^r  q^  oaref 
aod  put^ng  1^  caßß  Inlo.  the  band  of 
C^i^tmo^  II»  be  ooncluded,  Fitzowen 
bowed  lind  ^i^i^ldy  reti'^ted. 

Thß  ofbSQ  epdofi^  a  copy  of  the  mini- 

ntHce  {liotui^  Oswald  had  received  fro^i 

Mrs.  Arlingford — ^lovely,  smiling,   and 

'blooitung,  as  the  popr  girl  was,  ere  sor- 

row  iu^  fi&ckness  had  so  sadly  changed 

b«r,    

^ ,    QHlstaiiee  w^pt  as  she  tr^iced  the  fea- 

.tfir^ft  of  bw  beloyed  cousin»   yet  cpuld 

n9t  |bpbe«r  FisbiBg  the  pioture  had  be^n 

tAjcei}  at  a  Ifiter  period  of  the  ^nteresting 

'  öpfhfgk's  li|e^    That  w\s\\^  she  well  kneiy, 

;W«»  WW;   but  eontinuing  to  es^^mi^e 

the  painting,    it  ^tmck  her  ^h^  ca^ 

wbich  contained  it  was  more  than  usual- 

ly  thick :   in  the  next  instant,  she  per- 

^  • :    :  :  I  8  ceived 
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oeived  there  was  another  opening  oii 
the  ocmtraiy  ride ;  and  pressing  a  brass 
q>ring  that  now  attracted  her  attentioDy 
almost  breathless  with  surprise,  a^ta» 
tion,  and  a  feeling  o£  painful  delight, 
she  found  it  opened  to  her  toüch»  and 
beheld  a  resemblance  indeed  of  Julia— 
not  tbe  smiling  bappy  coantenance  she 
had  before  oontemplated,  but  the  pen- 
sive,  pale,  yet  ever Jovely,  ever  interest- 
ing  resiemblanoe  of  her  she  had  loved 
and  moumed  as  a  sister. 

The  relief  of  tears,  on  the  first  View  öf 
the  picture,  was  for  a  time  denied :  alt 
laigth  they  flowed  abundantly,  and  Ju- 
lians inanimate  resemblance  was  bedewed 
by  them,  until  retuming  composure  al- 
lowed  poor  Constance  to  retum  to  tbe 
house,  and  express,  if  possiUe,  to  tbe 
sister,  those  sentiments  of  gratitude 
which  at  present  she  dared  not  trust 
hersdf  to  address  to  the  brother. 


CHAP. 
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The  temper  of  Canstance  was  frequent- 
ly  put  to  the  severest  trial  during  the 
first  week  of  Delapre's  anival  at  Park- 
well ;  and  more  than  onoe»  to  preserve 
its  proper  equanimity»  was  she  obliged 
almost  to  run  out  of  the  apartroent, 
yrhesn  she  wituessed  the.suocess  which 
his  ooDsummate  hypocrisy  had  over  the 
mind,  not  only  of  Matilda,  but  her  fa- 
ther,  who  soon  leamed  to  look  up  to 
his  future  son-in-law  as  a  paragon  of 
perfection ;  for  at  an  early  period  after 
his  arrivalt  Delapre  had  drawn  from  sir 
Lucius  his  füll  consent  to  Matilda's  be- 
coming  his  wife. 

But,  if  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  in- 
fluence  he  had  obtained  over  the  mind 
of  sir  Lucius,  Delapre'iB  self-love  could 

I  4  never 
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oeived  there  was  another  opening  ob 
the  oontraiy  side ;  and  pressing  a  brass 
spting  that  now  attracted  her  attention, 
almost  breathless  with  surprise,  a^ta» 
tion,  and  a  feeling  o£  painful  delight, 
she  found  it  opened  to  her  toiich»  and 
beheld  a  resemblance  indeed  o£  Julia— 
not  tbe  smiling  bappy  countenance  she 
had  before  contemplated,  but  the  pen- 
sive,  pale,  yet  everJovely,  ever  interest- 
ing  resiemblanoe  of  her  she  had  loved 
and  moumed  as  a  sister. 

The  relief  of  tears,  on  the  first  view  öf 
the  picture,  was  fbr  a  time  denied :  at 
length  they  flowed  abundantly,  and  Ju- 
lians inanimate  resemblance  was  bedewed 
by  them,  until  retuming  composure  al- 
lowed  poor  Constance  to  retum  to  tbe 
house,  and  express,  if  possiUe,  to  tbe 
sister,  those  sentiments  of  gratitude 
which  at  present  she  dared  not  trust 
hersdf  to  address  to  the  Ixothen 
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first  week  of  Delapre's  anival  at  Park- 
well ;  and  more  than  onoe»  to  preserve 
its  proper  equanimity,  was  she  obliged 
almost  to  run  out  of  the  apartroent, 
when  she  witnessed  the.success  which 
his  oonsummate  hypocrisy  had  over  the 
mind,  not  only  of  Matilda,  but  her  fa- 
ther»  who  soon  leamed  to  look  up  to 
his  future  son-in-kw  as  a  paragon  of 
perfection ;  for  at  an  early  period  after 
his  arrival»  Delapre  had  drawn  from  sir 
Lucius  his  fuU  consent  to  Matilda's  be- 
coming  his  wife. 

But,  if  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  in- 
fluence  he  had  obtained  over  the  mind 
of  sir  Lucius,  Delapre'^s  seU-love  could 
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never  feel  particularly  flattered  by  the 
manners  of  Fitzowen  and  Adela,  whose 
marked  coldness  towards  him  was  evi- 
dent even  to  die  most  casual  obsenr- 
er.  He  alone  however  appeared  not 
to  see  it,  and  spoke  to  tbem  with  as 
rnucb  freedotn  and  ease  as  if  they  at- 
ready  were  bis  brother  and  4sister. 

Constance  could  not  but  admire  the 
total  forgetfulness  of  mefOMry  he  dis- 
played  in  bis  deportment  towords^bet. 
It  was  tbat  of  a  friend  upon  tenna  of 
easy,  familiär  a^uaintanee ;  and  neitfter 
l>y  Word  nor  {obk  dtd  it  appear  tbat  he 
bad  tbe  slightiBSt  remenibranoeof  what 
bad  so  lately  pamed  between  Üiem.  He 
neither  attempted  tbüfaiiii  or  court  ber 
sodety ;  md  i(  he  intended  to  exBspewtB 
ber  by  such  coiidiict,  |nbat  oeitBonly  he 
succeeded;  wbllst  the  veooQection  of 
poor  Julia's  sufferings  rose  mbre  paiiii» 
fiiUy  to  her  mind,  as  she  looked  on  tbe 
poor  deceived  Matilda,  who,  she  feaied, 
might,  in  ber  tum»  be  left  a  prey  to 

wretched* 
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3eeding  from  a  different  oaiise^  m  that 
Julia  had  rank  undar :  for  it  wad  i^vi- 
lent  Matilda  wf»  extremdy  attaeli- 
sd  to  Delapre;  and  slumld  Iie»  as  witis 
most  likely,  be  in  a  little  time  attraoted 
by  a  newer  ftee,  her  atvength  öf  mind» 
even  less  than  Julia  had  posaested,  nvbuld 
sink  under  the  shock ;  and  thus  anothir 
victina,  equally  lovely  and  amiaUe, 
would  be  aacrifioed. 

But  as  fiome  relief  to  tfaeae  gloomy 
forebödings»  Ccmstance  would  then  re- 
cdleot,  that  Matilda»  unlike  Julia,  was 
sumunded  by  fviends,  the  fear  of  whose 
opinion,  as  eolHiisotod  also  witfa  the  oo- 
lour  äiey  would  give  )m  defectioB  to 
the  worid,  might  prove  a  aafeguard  to 
the  total  wredc  of  happiness  this  inteiv 
esting  girl  might  otherwise  süstain; 
fttid  another  flouice  of  pleasure  to  the 
Bdind  of  Constance,  which  oontfibiltfil 
not  a  little  to  her  own  oomfort,  was  the 
reflettbn,  that  aft  Brooklands  riie  htaself 

I  5  should 
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should  no  lotiger  be  tonneiited  with  ibe 
isociety  of  Dekpre.  • 

This  recottectioKi,  tiierdbre,  coüabitied 
with  otfaets  not  less  agreeable,  ^^üeni* 
\y  sufficed  to  withdraw  her  mhid  fröra 
many  painfui  ideas;  and  addtti^  stiH 
more  cheerfulness  to  her  own  view^ 
rendered  her  capable  of  raising  tfae'otfteii- 
depressed  spirits  of  Adbla  and  her  faro^ 
th»,  who  oould  neither  of  them  Ibok 
with  any  great  degree  of  satisfactiön  <m 
the  future  pro^ects  of  their  sister.  Fitz- 
Owen»  indeed,  when  called  upon  by  faifc 
ikther  to  declare  his  opinion  oh'  the  sub- 
ject^  hesitated  not  a  nioment  in  giving 
his  unqualified  disapprobatkm  of  ikbe 
proposed  union ;  but  this  did  not  alter 
the  opinion  of  sir  Ludus  oh  the  prb^ 
i^pects  of  Delapre,  who  appeared  to  have 
gained  as  «itire  an  ascendancy  over  the 
mind  of  the  baronet,  as  Constanoe  ki^ew 
he  had  possessed  over  bw  more  stubböm 
uhde. 

Delapre  had  remaiiled  at  Parkwdl 

more 
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lore  than  a  fortnight»  without  makiD^ 
le  smallest  progress  in  the  good^^  tif 
Ldela,  who  ever  seduloualy  shunned  all 
mvertation  apjtfoaching  to  intimacy, 
r  even  fiiendliness ;  for,  as  sbe  was  fuUy 
onvinoed  bis  character  would  never  rise 
1  her  estimation,  she  wisbed  not»  by 
nowing  more  of  bim»  to  dislike  still 
Lirther  tbe  iuture  busband  of  ber  gentle 
ister. 

He  hady  soon  aft^  bis  arrival,  tbrown 
»ut  some  upbraiding  bints»  for  the  cool- 
less  with  which  she  bad  met  bim ;  but 
inding  they  bad  no  effect,  and  tbat  her 
nanner  towards  bim  beeame  not  more 
sordial,  he  reverted  not  to  the  subject 
igain,  until  tbat  one  moming,  at  the 
x>ncltt8ion  of  the  seoond  week»  they  ac- 
ndentally  met  in  tbe  grounds,  where 
^dela  bad  been  seeking  Fitzowen  and 
Constsnoe.   . 

Having  answered  Delapre's  inquiry 
relative  to  Matilda,  wbo  bad  been  suf- 
fering.fifom  a  severe  cold,  sbe  was  hur- 

1 6  rying 
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lyiiig  fmm  him,  when^  oattliliig  lier 
band,  in  prder  to  de(;«in  her/ i«ith  an 
upbiaiding  q^ile,  be  ssii^^^You  will 
not,  Miss  Wittowen,  ftQ<^  me  tbe  hap* 
Jnness  of  thinldng  your  sister^  kind 
epinimi  of  me  is  sanctioncd  bj  ywir 
own  ;  you  will  not  congmtttlate '  me 
iipon  my  happy  prospMtst  yct,  i|ltboogh 
you  wifi^  not  fi»r  a  second  brother,  Ade- 
la,  to  share  your  affection,  a  third  rtster» 
I  suspeot,  wifii  be  more  ktndiy  recdved ; 
and  therefore  I  muat  be  allowed  to  cxm*^ 
gratulate  you  on  tbe  aoquisitiö»  yoiur 
iriend,  Mm  Arlingfbrd,  will  pvove ;  fyft 
I  bave  known  her  long  aioagh  to  say, 
witb  oertainty,  she  is  desenrmg  of  affl 
the  afiection  you  entertaki  ibr  hen'* 

'«  My  fiiend,  Miss  Arlingfotd,^  ooldly 
and  sareasticaUy  repbed  Ad^la,  **  is 
mucb  indebted  to  you  fbr  your  geod 
opinion,  Mr.  Delapre ;  and  shottld  die 
ever  be  indiieJed  to  atter  our  flunily^ 
would,  I  dmibt  not,,  fully  juStiQr  yoor 
assertion ;    tüL  whieh  time   arrivgs,    I 

must 


tfiMt  twt  ootitent  in  tke :  mu/bätf 
[Bt,  eren  m  a  sttfter,  she  om  n^ver  be 
lore  aonfently  belovad'  by  nt.*" 
Delapre  fdr  m  joioiiMilt  ^pvm  siknt ; 
jt  u  Adela,  dtsrngoging  her  hdnd; 
BS  on  tbe  pcdnt  of  kavlng  hlm^  h^ 
^in  prevented  her,  hy  si^iti^^^'  Qti« 
ord  more,  Miss  Fitzowen  f  and  tben^ 
ith  heightmdd  colöur,  and  uiMibl«  to 
revent  bis  brow  ftom  iK^ntmothig,  b^ 
>ntinaed-~^  I  am  not  so  vain  as  t^ 
tiftgine  jou  will  deign  to  promote  aiy 
appiness ;  ytt  perbaps,  ibr  your  own, 
id  yoor  more  fiirtvnate  brothei^s  sidce» 
ou  will  perbaps  exert  yoarself  a  littit 
1  this  instanoe.  Your  influence  is  grait 
rith  Miss  Arlingfbrd ;  will  yoo  dMi^ 
9re  teil  her,  thftt  our  gentle  Matilda 
as  dedared^  tfaat  as  soon  as  sbe  ean  hv^ 
\\e  happiness  of  embradng  ber  as  a  sis^ 

BF .'•  . 

'*  Mr.  Dehpre  1*^  intsurrapted  Add% 
tarting  in  unftigned  <anaaemtnt,  '^  What 
re  you  sptaking  of  ?   wbat  is  Matildtt 
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dreamiog  of?  er,  nther^  what  aie  yoa 
jesting  aboat?  for,  u.a  jest,  I  im)E^gaie 
you  mean  me  to  take  your  ccmversatioD. 
But  I  must  entreat  you  to  fwbear ;  no 
CNoe  reoeivea  a  joke  with  less  patienoe 
than  myself ;  and  of  this  infirmity  in 
my  temper  I  wond«  Matilda  haa  qot 
infi>imed  you.** 

.  Delapve  pievaited  her  wjring  mor^ 
by  .ezdauning— '^  Is  it  fidse  then  ?  is 
not  Constanoe  engaged  to  Fitzowen  ? 
has  Mr.  Arlingford-—bas  Matilda— " 
/  '^  I  am  too  diül  to  dedpher  your 
meaning,  Mr.  Delapre;  and  what  your 
motive  for  this  {»netended  ignoranoe  is» 
I  oannot  affirm*  I  have  therefore  only 
to.  assure  you,  tliat  as  Matilda  ought  to 
be  oonndered  ihe  best  judge  of  her  own 
happiness,  it  is  fw  herseif  alone  to  dedde 
tfae  time  wh&k  that  haf^inass  is  to  be 
secured»  without  referenoe  either  to  Miss 
iürlingf(»d»  Fitsowen»  or  myself." 
.  Adela»  as  she  spoke,  kx^ed  intently 
upon  Delapre;,  whose  eountenanoe  seem- 

ed 
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agitatfed  bya  vBsißty  c£  fBMdum. 
ter  a  momenf  s  paine,  his  pale  Ups 
LTering  with  nigie,  be  replied-^^  I 
—»I  haVe  been  decrived  T  and  tum» 
;  abruptly  from  har^  retraoed  his  sieps 
the  honse. 

Adela,  lost  in  surpiise  at  l^e  Strange 
inner of  Delapre,  and absorbed inre- 
ction  on  the  purport  of  his  ecmvena- 
n,  wandered  on  for  nearly  an  hour, 
thout  recoUeoting  she  had  ptomised 
»nstanee  to  join  her;  and  forgetibl  of 
ne  or  place,  would  moat  probably  bare 
tended  her  walk  even  fiirther,  had  she 
it  then  aoddentally  encountered^  lcn4 
arlowe,  who  good-humouredly  vally- 
g  her  upon  the  abaent,  pensive^cast 
T  countenance  had  assumed,  offered  to 
tum  with  her  to  the  house— ^*  Where,** 
)  oontinuedy  *'  you  bave  been  some 
me  missed,  and  Cbnstance  baa  been 
aking  numberless  inqüiries  aften  you. 
y-the»bye,  she  has  a  pieee  of  newdf  for 
>u,  which  she  is,  I  know,  longing  to 

communicate ; 


.coamm^itete^^  Imifc  aa  I  Icfvä.  to  fnordfy 
t[i6  pti^häxtt  for  goss^  youp  tes  9m  Ap 
Bpt  tö  fiiifourage,  I  «m  liaw  d^teffimiii^ 
-to  dUaippolM  hjer^Bnd  b6  the  frst  to 
M3\  it  jtoii.  I  apot  jurt  retürned  ffoib 
my  ride  to  our  county-towi^  ti^lieire  I 
ibiud  «  legiaient  neirly  aitiv^;  und 
-amoii^:  fche  offioei»  l  ba^  cUaecnrfmd 
«om^oldfirifei^ofmuif»  itomeof  Fitih 
,ow0h'ik  and  <me  off  my  sktör^a»  who  Ib 
iii0  otbw  tbail  Htary  Oswidd«  atid  wb^ae 
fyiimfyt  J  ba?e  bewd  BhAobe  «ajr»  w^lie 
imlieiibf 'filfQds  of  bw  poor  doqwi  Jn- 
Jiti»  H?  baa  feft  tbe  banl^^si  dmk  «p 
baciotaa  a  daahing  lieut^ant  in  tb^ 
mim  tirtH^  W^wwm  ^neä  beloogs^  to. 
Tou  nmy  belley^  I  loa!  oo  tim^  in  iü- 
vitSüg  bim»  with  bis  brplber  oßmm»,  tp 
IRarkwell,  and  tb^  havf  $U  ^gna^  tp 
^ne  bara  to-na^rcpiv';  tb^refi»fa  ^u«tf- 
«loil  ibe'  giaoMf  fi^  Udy«  9öd  ümqmtt» 
jmnumanbla  will  hte  yftota.^ 
.  Ad^/]augbl9g>  ppORaliie4  to^tak^  «d- 
^9tfü^  i>C  tbM  infpiUMlaoiii  ind  bcr 

oompanion 
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topanion  emtinued-^-*'*  One  Wamtn^, 
wever,  t  mu6t,  in  kindness  toGön« 
tnce,  give  you.  Don^  tum  your  fiisd* 
ting  ejes  upon  Oswald,  far,  in  good 
ith,  I  suspeet  the  heart  c€  my  little 
ter  flutters  at  the  sound  of  his  nanie ; 
least  I  know,  tkat  on  mentioning  It 
her  just  now,  and  adding,  she  would 
9  him  at  Plirkwell  to-monow,  the 
or  girl  turned,  in  liie  eoune  of  a  iimk 
ent,  a  thwiaMid  eolours»  and  ybiir 
otber  inbst  oppcntunely  prooQved  a 
ass  of  water  fbr  her,  which  alone,  I 
m\y  befieve»  saved  her  ^ker  fk)m 
ars  or  ftinting  * 

Adela  oould  well  oomprehend  the 
ttse  of  her  fHend's  agitation  on  hearln|^ 
'  Henry  Oswalde  vidnity,  and  was  on 
{e  point  of  mentioning  Ms  long  attaob- 
lent  to  JuBa  Arlingfbrd,  when  lo^ 
[arlowe  prevented  her  by  adding^^ 
And  I  kafve  another  Strange  pi^ce  of . 
iforniatioii  fbr  you.  Delapre  has  left 
'arkwelL     Ay,    you  may  wdl  (tait 

and 
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and  look  surprised ;  but  so  it  is.  Con* 
stanoe  is  lost  iß  wonder,  for  he  took  no 
leave  of  any  of  us,  not  even  of  Matilda ; 
for  whom  however  he  has  left  a  few 
faasty  Unes,  purporting  she  may  expect 
to  hear  fiom  him  in  the  course  of  a  day 
or  two;  and  with  this  assurance  your 
ßister  appears  to  be  perfecüy  satisfied.'' 

Adela  made  no  answer,  but  quickened 
her  Steps  towards  Ihe  house,  and  as  soon 
98  she  arriv^  there^  sooght  her  brother, 
and  oommunicated  to  him  all  that  had 
passed  betweoi  Delapre  and  herseif. 

Fitzowen's  surprise  was  only  equalled 
by  that  she  herseif  had  feit;  and  mutu- 
aUy  agreeiog  MatUda  abne  could  ex- 
pkin  the  cauue  of  the  mistake  Delapre 
appeared  to.häve  been  under,  thebio» 
ther  and  sistar  determined  upon  pro- 
ioeeding  to  her  dressing-room»  and  leam* 
ing  the  origin  of  the  tale. 

On  their  way  to  Matilda's  apartment; 
Fitzowen  remarked  to  Adela  it  was 
very  stränge  their  sister  had  never  men- 

lioned 
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tied  tfae  subjecfe  of  los  8ttp|)06ed  qiv* 
^ment  sinoe  her  anival  at  Parkwell; 
t  the  latter  aooounted  fbr  it  by  reply- 
l,  that»  unable  either  to  feel  or  express 
Y  pleesure  at  her  sister's  future  pros» 
cts,  sbe  bad,  after  the  first  half«*honr 

their  meetmg»  whoUy  avoided  the 
pic,  and  as  mudi  as  possible  being 
>iie  with  hw  sister;  and  in  Um  she 
d  beai  much  uded  from  J^atUda'^B 
ne  and  attention  having  been  fo  «luch 
cupied  by  Delapre;.  ^'nor  do  I  r?- 
embar/'  eonduded  AdeK  -^haring 
^n  tite-dMte  with  her  for  the  spaoe  of 
je  miiiutes  nnoe ;  and  I  ß\so  believe 
[atilda'has  not  sought  you,  becauflp 
le  is  aware  yoa  do  not  admire  the  man 
le  hai  choiBeii  fi»r  your  brothpr.'* 

Matilda  was  oomposedly  aeated  «t 
ork  in  her  dre8sing«*room  when  hfir 
;^o  relatives  aiteredf  and  having  ai|* 
ivered  theirkindinquiries  oonoemingber 
Dldy  oontinued  the  oonversation  with- 

out 
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iMt  MVQFtitig  to  BeldpreTfr  stidden^  ide- 
pa^tore»  4iiitil  Ad^la  mentiöiied  it,  qn^ 
-lliquir€bd  if  £(he  knew  tto  Ciiise.  ' 

M^tilda  bla^hed  and  smfled»  as/^he 
-«eplied^^^  Indeed  I  did  not  ask!  y(ße 
€h$Sl  be  mseis  I  dane  say»  wb^i  be  94* 
tiims.'* 

.  <«  Vou  may,  my  dear  isistes^" .  cnod 
'Addta}  *<  but  I  dm  not  eeitaki  fais^coai- 
tBUfiicatiof»  will  extend  to  us,  cmless 
b^  will  th^;  hä^  «ö  kfi^te  our  papa 
-the  «ettleäiefits  önly.  waii  l^  s^nipg^^ 

Maltilda'B^eepened  blush  and  oon- 
tlhued  smiTe  abswered  tbat  sudi  weve 
ber  8Uspick>nsi  and  Adela^  faalf-Mftifiiig, 
ecmtinued-^**  I  must  tiien  <  begbl.  to 
'tblnk  of  w«ddihg  fine^/.  -By^tiie-bye. 
Matildi^  bow  eame  ydii  and  Dekpre  to 
fkn^y  them  Mlght  eoon  bea  double  wed- 
^faig  in  out"  ftunUy  ?  Howcame  yon 
-ta  iinagl»e  FitzcnMn  was  as  bapjnr  a 
'Man  as  your  brfdlegKKim^ect  piofisBaeB 
hiünself?^  

'  Matilda 
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MatUda  now^  in  ber .  tdrh,  looked. 
siii|>riaed',  ttsl  Hslie  4mv^4i^4«f^'' Liicras  k 
di^ged  %o  Miss  Arlingf^rd«^is  hernot?' 
Selapte  l&inkfiso  too^  altbongh  :we  hnaf : 
gined,  that  far  aonie  teason^  of  whidL 
we  were  Ignorant^  tbe  engagement  was: 
ii0t  <)peBty  ^edared."  / 

^^Noflsense !"  exclaimedFifsowi&nitnw 
pa6)eDtly,  as  he  started  fhmi  bis  stot, 
«id  paoed  the  mota  wibh  hasty  steps; 
^  ^ere  did  you  aixi  Delii|xre  conjure  up' 
sucbdiiiprolDable  fades  ?? 

^  I  had  it  fhom  my  &tfaer,'^  Matüda^ 
<ldml^  aiidw^red^  ^  und  Dela{>re  knew  it' 
ere  we  were  engaged ;  Imt^  as  meitber  o§ 
jWM  'chose  to  knention  it  im  wiy  'aliival, 
I  Adv  not'  wiah  to  be  linqniBitive,  and 
tberefere  tieirer  alluded  t»  ^  the  subject, 
altfaongb  I  oould,  by  my  öwn  obsertau 
tioti,  plfdnlj  diseover  the  niMual  atta^ 
ment  that  sirinisted  lietitveen -yiou.'' 
'  (Bot}k  Fitteweh  and  bis  sistef  ireie 
lioW  speecbliei»' with  sürpnae. .  3%e  finu 
mer  ab  leti^th^  abrtiptly  sprang  tfatmstd^ 

and 
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and  datted  ftötn  the  room ;  whikt  Ade- 
lt^ on  wocyventig  faers^  a  litüe,  as  she 
rose  to  fbllow  him,  said-*-*^  What  will 
not  the  foroe  of  Imagination  effect,  my 
dear  Matilda  ?  Ccmstance  Aiüngford  is 
as  indifferent  to  Fitzowen  as  a  lover^  as 
we,  his  sisters,  can .  possibly  be.  You 
mnst  bave  totally  mistaken  my  ftther 
on  the  subject :  therefore,  to  come  to  a 
fiill  explanation,  as  I  oannot  boast  tfae 
same  philosophic  di^osition  whidi  you 
possess,  and  am  unable  patiently  to 
await  the  issue  of  this  matter,  I  mnst 
eiideavom*  to  sift  it  to  the  bottom,  and 
will.tfaen  infiamiiyou  of  the  result." 
.  Matilda  smiling  re{^ed,  she  would 
await  her  ooipomunications» .  and  Addb 
ran  off,  to  find  her  &ther  and  brother ; 
bat  in  vain  she  sought  them  in  the  li- 
brary,  the  drawing-room,  or  any  other 
apartment ;  and  she  was  at  length 
oUiged  to  give  up  the  attempi^  and 
hurry  over.  her  toilet,  which  she  had 
scaxoely  time  to  complete  ere  the  dinnar- 

beU 
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bdl  rang ;  and  the  &m%  were  already 
assembled  before  she  joined  them. 

Neither  the  coontauoiee  of  sir  Ludus 
or  his  son  appeared  very  phcid ;  the  fop- 
mer  looked  distressed,  the  latter  flushed 
and  disturbed,  and  although  seated,  as 
usual,  by  Constance,  was  silent  and  ab- 
sent  during  the  meal.  His  tadtumity 
was  strongly  oontrasted  by  the  more 
than  comm<ni  volubility  of  lord  and  lady 
Marlowe,  who  were  both,  for  different 
reasonsy  highly  delighted  with  the  anri- 
val  of  the  — —  hussars  at         . 

Blandie  was  happy  in  the  idea  of  re* 
eeiving  greater  adinirati<m  and  attention 
than  she  had  met  with  since  they  had 
quitted  the  gaieties  of  Edinburgh ;  and 
her  youthful  husband»  who  had  ever 
been  most  enthusiastically  attached  to 
the  anny,  though  his  mother  never 
could  be  persuaded  to  allow  of  his  en- 
tering it,  now  looked  forward  to  much 
enjoyment  in  the  soeiety  of  these  he- 
roesy  and  therefore  talked,  laughed,  and 

rattled. 
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mt4;]Qd»  "mih  emn.greater  Tolubäify  thad 
usual.  . 

Fitzcwen  whispered  bis  «istet;  as, 
with  the  otib^  jeniaks,  ^^  ^vitted  the 
taUe^  to  meet  bim  in  the  shmbberies ; 
and  on  finding  her  there,  he  isätantfy 
^ckdosodr--*^  Adela»  it  is  my  ever-ldiid# 
Viit  evbivoffieious  Mend,  Mr.  Bedii^ 
ield^  who  was  the  oiigki  of  this  fodiah# 
utiüt>!koded  report  I  hai^  mentioned 
the  stttgeet  to  my  father,  aiad  haye  been 
dtivm  alraöst  distracted  by  heanng  aU 
he  has  done  in  the^iaae.  Do  not  aak 
iQte,  Adeia,  to  teil  it  you  agaui.  I 
haVe  ntort  jMitieDoe^-^sfaall  never«  I  think» 
regaiQ  ^iffioient  to  speak  wifh  Be* 
dingficdd.  more.;  for  if  ever  Coiistanoe^ 
§»  infäUibly  6he  will»  learh  fix>m.Delapie 
all  'that  bas  pbssed«  our  ivhale  family 
must:  sink  in  her  opinion." 

Adflla^  pereeiviiig  the  imtiUi(Hi  of  her 
throtber^B  nund^  wiscfly  fbrbore  adktng 
any  direiot  qfiieatiicina;  but  in  ä  Jittle  tim^ 
by  ^Adii^t  inqttirjiec^by  biittkig,  her 


own 
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^wn  suspicions — advancing,  as  her  own 
opinion,  sentiments  which  sbe  knew  her 
companion  would  seek  to  change-*--and 
by  other  innocent  manoeuvres,  auoceed« 
ed  at  length  in  obtaining  a  tolerably-clear 
Statement  of  all  she  wished  to  know ; 
the  substance  of  which  she  coUected 
to  be,  that  soon  after  Constanoe  arrived 
at  Ivy  Gross,  sir  Lucius  and  Mr.  Beding* 
üeld  had,  in  the  course  of  thdr  morning 
rides,  naturally  fallen  into  contrersation 
upon  those  individuals  of  their  own  fa- 
mily  to  whom  they  were  most  atteched; 
and  wben  the  baronet  one  day  hp")  men- 
tioned  bis  wish  of  seeing  bis  only  son 
happily  married,  Mr.  Bedingfidd  had, 
in  bis  turn,  expressed  the  satisfaction  he 
should  feel  in  seeing  bis  favourite  niece 
well  settled ;  at  the  same  time  adding, 
that  her  family,  tfaough  untitled,  being 
good,  and  as  her  fortune,  at  Hb  deeease, 
would  be  equally  respectablÄ^i  be  did 
hope  this  expeetation  might  bi  irekdized. 
Sir  Lucius»  in  reply,  had  veb^ui^  to 
VGL,  IL  K  hint 


kmt  9^  the  3trait)ge.  ßbacaet^  fber  üH^ 
Mh  i^iliii^Qfc^  feo»^ — "  wfaidbite'  be 
iuided»  ^*  may  päriiaps  prove  ü  Jbiur  to 
Ihe  fasppiiiess  of  Cofisto»^." 

This  ftlhfksion  to  Mr.  Arlir^&r<},  by 
reeaUing  tb  Mr.  Bedingfieiiid's  nawd  3II 
tliat  bad  pilssed/ f  brew  bim.  jetb^ii  pci^. 
;skm;.ti8d  be  begao  by  «ibuaiog  hi3  bro- 
tber-iä*bkW  moat  b^«rtilyi  ^aml  fntide^  not 
until  MT  L4teiifts  wm  ao^nhited  h^ 
thisfffotniae  Coristüifiiee  was  wufer^  aiMl 
^er  re&säl  i:)f  ¥itss&wBtu  aa  Mr.  Be^Ai)^ 

The  :gnBitefttl  beart  of  «ir  Iniciii«  bad 
becn  m^ün  by  Ibe  kindiüaas  Cont^taoee 
bfid  dispte]^  toffrarda  Üa  &Yjwrite'ehiId, 
and  he  kiow  wo»  not  islow  an  dtsdariiig, 
MMtb  im  aeq[iii»ttoän  to  bis  f0imi\j  wkteld 
h«v^.  glTM  hii¥(  tbe  (sinmiveKI  fd^asiufe. 
From  'i«4Aii^  49tiedi  amiairk^e  f^ig^  be 
poBsUile,!  Hhettin^  ^nt;lemen  spon  4Hio(^ 
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i^miüed  n^n  wrHiilg  to  Mir.  Arüngw 
fßffd  faimselC  9t«ting  the  xmsb  «s  he  had 
hßwA  i^ ;  mA  9fter  pointiog  out  to  the 
^aiiy  :giMiltdii«i.rthe  mutunl  {deasnre  and 
ßdvdittn^^  Mi  uiükm  bet we^  the /fan»- 
UßB  wtadd  pioduce,  utgeA  faicö  stran^ 
to  dttcälithe  promise  he  had  drtfwn  fBou 

Im$  wiird. 

Jtfr^;  Ajrlingford's.  im&wser  was  eoudied 
rnfhifAisufAlaconieiStyle,  and,  ftom  what 
^^yb^a  (could  understand»  waßto  tiie  folr 
lowiog  cfiect  :• 


^'  I  am  not  fbnd  of  being  dic- 
tated,  to— -I  am  not  fond  pf  love-afiain — 
(^staQoe  Arlitigford  is  mjcniecQ»  «ay 
bdbre^l — whitt  js  proper  she  knowsr-f-I 
)l^  l^^t  jfpnd, of  writing, 

■  ■    ■ 

•  •      • 
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With  this  answer  sir  Lucius,  not  un^ 
^rstanding  the  character  of  the  man  he 
had  to  deal  with,  and  only  aware  he  was 
m  great  oddity,  was  at  first  perfectly 
ioontent ;  and  receiving  it  at  the  time  he 
was  writing  to  Matilda,  he  acted  from 
the  Impulse  of  the  moment,  and  meh« 
tioned  to  his  daughter  the  likelihood 
there  was,  the  kind  friend  Adela  had 
found  in  Constance  would  soon  be  em- 
braced  by  her  as  a  sister,  Mr.  Arling- 
ford,  on  application,  not  having  refiised 
his  consent  to  her  marrying  Fitzowen. 

Mr.  Bedingfield  was  at  the  time  ab- 
sent  from  Ivy  Gross.  He  was  gone  over 
to  the  Falkmores,  to  inform  them  Adela 
was  declared  out  öf  dänger ;  but  when, 
on  his  retum,  the  woj-thy,  but  not  partim 
Qularly-sensible  barohet  shewed  him  the 
letter  he  had  received-,  all  these  flatler- 
ing  hopes  were  ih^tantly  damiied,^^}^  the 
loud  shriil  whiistle  which  escaped  his  old 
friend  on  perusing  it;  and  the  latter 
having  at  length  suCöeeded  in  con vindng 

•■'•  him 
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liogfbrd  had  cHBpkqred  to  im^  him  Dfw. 
sigii  his  oonditioDal  rigfert  to  the  hand  of 
Constan Wy  sbe  cdnid  Bot  possiUy  detetw 
mkfe,  tabd  ttitiff  ahme  conld  ünrüi^  äiat 
mysteiy. 

The  imtatjbon  of  mi»d  Fitzawen  faad 
been  thrown  kriio^  <oii  being*  made  a^ 
qaainted  witb  all  tjpat  had  passed»  Trag 
more  tban fixr  aome  tknc  be  was  dbleto 
oonquer ;  and  theogb  he  forgot  not  Uan» 
aall^  80  far  as  dther  to  falame  ov  upUcaid 
bis  fttttöi*»  yet.be  ooold  not  fiurfaear  point^ 
ing  öut  the  mjiMiicious  mode  whidb  fadl 
be^i  adopted  in  hia^eorcespcHidenee  luith 
Mr.  Arlingford;  and  sir  Lnciaa^  wbo 
had  long  been  in  the  habit  cf  lookuig 
up  to  his  aon^  oonaoioos  he  was  fin*  au« 
perior  to  himself  botb  in  intcikot  and 
jttdgment,  was  at  length  so  fvUy  ood* 
vinced  of  the  trutfa  of  this  srtatdmentr 
and  his  self-reproaefae&  and  sorrofw  wete 
so  strongly  expieased»  that  Fitaowen^ 
disturbanee  waa  incaaised^  and  he  euu 

nesüy 
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him  no  hope»  nö  dependence,  could  be 
plaoed  bn  this  ground,  they  at  length 
detörmined  upon  remaining  wholly  pas- 
ave,  and  allowing  things  to  take  their 
oourse;  and  sir  Lucius,  now  that  his 
eyes  were  opened,  oould,  every  day, 
more  plainly  discover  his  son's  partiaiity, 
though^  from  the  guarded  manner  of 
Constance,  he  was  never  able  to  judge 
if  she  retumed  his  aflfection;  but  un- 
willing  to  lose  sight  of  the  hope  he  had 
once  entertained,  he  never  contradicted 
tbe  intelligenoe  he  had  given  Matilda. 

Thus  far  Adela  now  feit  herseif  per- 
fectly  informed ;  but  the  most  puzzling 
drcumstance  remained  to  be  explained, 
and  this  was  Delapre's  share  in  the 
transaction.  It  was  evident  that  he  had 
been  c^mvinced  of  Constance's  engage- 
ment  to  Fitzowen,  and  Adela  now  be- 
Keved  it  was  from  pique  alone  he  had 
endeavoured  to  gain  the  afiections  of 
her  sister;  but  what  measures  Mr.  Ar«^ 

K  8  lingford 
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Hogfbrd  faad  cHBpkqred  to  nsdce  him  Dfw. 
dgB  bis  oonditioDal  ri^t  to  the  hand  of 
ConstanWy  sbe  ieduld  Bot  posdbly  detetw 
mkfe,  «bd  tittie  ahme  conld  läirtii^  äiat 
mystery. 

The  irritation  of  mmA  l^itzawen  faad 
bemi  thrown  kriio^  <oii  being*  made  ae^. 
quainted  witb  sAl  tjpat  had  passed^  ^rafli 
more  tban  fbr  aome  tknc  he  was  dble  to 
oonquer ;  and  theogb  he  forgot  not  Yäxtu* 
aeü^  80  far  as  dther  to  falame  ov  upfaicaid 
fais  Ätttöi*»  yet  he  ooold  liot  fiurfaear  podnt^r 
ing  öut  the  injiMiicioua  mode  whidb  fadt 
be^i  adopted  in  hia^eorcespcHidenee  luith 
Mr.  Arlingford ;  and  sir  Lndua^  who 
had  long  been  in  the  babit  of  looking 
up  to  bis  aon^  oonseioos  he  was  fin*  au* 
perior  to  himself  botb  in  intcUflot  and 
jttdgment,  was  at  length  ao  fvUy  oon« 
vinced  of  the  truth  of  this  srtatdnieiit^ 
and  bis  self^teproaefaes  and  sorrofw  weve 
so  strongly  expteased»  that  Fitzowen^ 
disturbanee  waa  incrfitsed^  and  he  euu 

ne$tly 


nestly  entreated  bis  father  to  allow  all 
that  had  passed  to  be  consigned  to  ob- 
livion. 

The  dinnep-bell  interrupted  them,  but 
it  was  not  tili  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
conversing  with  Adela  on  the  subjeet, 
wlieii  ^  cmAA  vent  all  hi»  feelmgs  wiffa- 
oot  eontrol»  that  etnj  degree  of  serenity 
wsts  regained  by  Fitzowen.  Adela  at 
length  siicoeeded  in  sootbing  bis  per- 
tuFbed  spirit,  and  had  tbe  satisfaction  of 
re0totmg  him  to  the  oompany»  with  some- 
tbing  like  a  serene  aspect 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


The  meeting  between  Oswald  and  Con* 
stance  was  attended  with  mucli  agita- 
tion  to  both.  He  arrived  at  Farkwell 
at  an  early  hour  the  next  moming»  that 
he  might  be  able  to  have  some  private 
cx)nversation  with  her,  before  the  ap- 
pearance  of  bis  brother-officers ;  and  hav- 
ing  hlnted  bis  wish  to  lord  Marlowe,  on 
the  preceding  day,  the  latter  &cilitated 
it,  by  requesthig  him  to  ride  over,  at  an 
early  hour,  to  give  bis  opinion  of  a  horse 
he  was  about  to  purchase,  and  on  his 
guesfs  arrival,  left  him  and  Constanoe 
tite-ärtite  in  the  library. 

Constanoe  soon  found  the  attachment 
of  Oswald  to  the  memory  of  Julia  was 
as  strong  and  sincere  as  his  afiection  had 
been  for  the  objeet  of  his  regard  when 

alive; 
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aHve;  and  he  also  iiiformed  her  that  it 
was  by  the  Suggestion  and  wish  of  hiff 
friend  and  patron,  Mr.  Mourtray,  he  had 
c^nged  his  profession ;  as  the  lattec 
hoped  variety  of  scene,  and  a  more  ac* 
tive  life,  would  be  of  Service  to  his 
health  and  spirits,  whieh  had  both  so 
materially  suffered  from  the  blow  Julia's 
sad  fate  had  given  him. 

Cönstance  then  mentioned  Delaprei; 
and  the  engagement  between  him  and 
Matilda,  and  the  intelligence  appeared 
to  surprise  Oswald  extremely.  With  a 
signifieant  smile  he  replied,  that  he  ex- 
pected  to  have  heaid  a  very  difierent 
lady  mentioned  as  the  one  Delapre  had 
chosen — **  For,"  in  a  severe  tone  he  add- 
ed^  **  I  know  that  to  obtain  her  I  allude 
to,  he  broke  off  his  engagement  with 
my  Julia,  and  cruelly  gave  me  a  hope 
hemust  have  been  well  aware  Would 
prove  fallacious,  as  he  then  was  no  stran- 
ger to  the  near  prospect  there  was  of 
her  being  united  only  to  her  grave.** 

k5  To 


Mit  nKfimrcu». 

To  cdsA  %he  agÜBtioti  tfafat  now  zp^ 
fGMd  «bnost  to  siibäae  hkm,  Ckinstaiiee 
troold  hai^e  ohanged  tJae  subjeet;  bitt 
peroeivüig  hier  kit^atioii»  Oswald  pre^ 
v^Dted  her,  by  saying  it  was  bis  wish  to 
expUin  all  h»  now  illodcd  to;  und  he 
then  eontinued»^'  As  Delapre^s  waTsr- 
mg  fwcy  hds  left  me  at  liberty  to  midce 
bis  real  character  known  to  you»  I  vrill 
i;iot  aeruple  to  acknowkdge  that  nothitig 
^uld  have  givea  me  greater  pleastim 
Ihan  tp  bear  froiA  yovr  owil  lipSi  of  bi« 
f9)gagetnent  to  another  womtn  tiian 
yourselC  wh0^  ^en  prior  to  tbe  time 
of  my  a^intod  Julia'i»  deatfa,  I  knew  to 
1^  th^  object  of  hia  eboice.  .Wfaea  I 
last  saw  you  lat  Brookl^oda,  Miaa  Ax^ 
UngfordL  I  inoi^Md  Delapre  poseessad 
of  jBtveiy  virtue  undar  hSuven  \  fot  it  wn 
^y  a  sbort  time  before  jkhat  he  haii 
giyen  me  new  hope^  iiekv  lifio^  by  wiit- 
iqg  to  ixie,  and  oflPerirtg  to  re%n  all  prt^ 
ton^Ds  to  Julia»  if^  »  he  imi^^ined»  l 
was  atkAehed  tP  her«    Tbi$  hn9wtedg^ 

he 


be  pretesded,  had  been  bat  latdy  gaöa«^ 
^  fay  htm ;  and,  in  short»  he  led  me  to 
bdieve  my  Julia  had  heraetf  confided  to 
bim  the  attac^mient  vrhicb  had  long  subr 
sisted  between  ua 

^  WiÜi  an  affectation  of  candouv  and 
of  trathj  he  also  proceeded  ta  $aj^  tiut 
9ny  acknowledgments  in  retum  ougfat 
not  to  be  offered,  as  he  was  practising 
but  little  selßdenial  in  tbus  resigning 
tbe  lovely  orphan  to  me;  for  that  her 
more  fsJmi^g  cousin  h^,  thougfa  un. 
intentionally»  succeeded  in  winning  hia 
afifeetion  from  Julia;  and  trusting  to 
prove  more  fortunate  in  gaining  her  re« 
gard,  than  he  now  found  had  bewi  the 
case  with  her  friend^  and  believii]^  also 
the  alteaation  in  bis  sentiments  woiild 
not  be  productive  of  misery  to  any  ivh 
dividual^  he  ventured  to  aoquaint  m^ 
with  bis  plans. 

^  AU  tbis  I  mentioned  to  Mrs.  Arlingi^ 
ford,  when  at  Brooklands/'  Oswald  wrp 
^DXLed,  perceiving  Conatanoe  not  ineli- 

K  6  ned 
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liogfbrd  faad  esaphyeA  to  nmke  him  dCh 
rigB  his  oondidoDal  rig^t  tö  the  hänA  o£ 
Constan w,  sbe  isduld  Bot  pos^bly  deterw 
mkie,  tabd  tittiff  ahme  conld  läimi^  timt 
mysteiy. 

The  imtatkm  of  mi»d  Fitzawen  faad 
been  thrown  kriio^  .011  being^  made  ac^ 
qaainted  witb  all  d^at  had  passed^  iivaa 
mare  tban  fbr  aome  tknc  be  was  dile  to 
oonquer;  and  thetigbbie  fbrgot  not  bim«» 
aeMf  sö&TBS  dther  to  falame  ov  upbeaid 
bis  fttttöi*»  yet.be  ooold  liot  fiurfaear  poont«* 
ing  out  the  isjiMiicious  mode  whidb  haft 
be^a  adopted  in  hia^soir^pcHidenee  mth 
Mr.  Arlingford ;  and  sir  Lndua^  wYm 
had  long  been  in  the  babit  cf  looking^ 
up  to  his  aon^  oonaeious  he  was  fin*  an« 
perior  to  himself  botb  in  intcikot  and 
jttdgnient,  was  at  length  so  fvUy  oc»« 
vinced  of  the  truth  of  this  srtatdnieiit^ 
and  his  self*teproaefae&  and  sorrofw  w«se 
so  »trongly  expressed»  that  Fitzowen^ 
disturbanee  was  incefitsed,  and  be  eurw 

nestly 
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him  overwhelm  Delapre  with  eveiy  op^ 
probrious  epithet,  prevented  me  from  in* 
terrupting  the  accuser,  until  I  learned  su£- 
ficient  to  convince  me  he  was  indeed  the 
wreteh  Trelawney  represented  him;*'  and 
n<m  poor  Oswald's  agitation  for  a  few 
minutes  hindered  his  continuing  the  nar- 
rative,  whieh  he  had,  tiU  then,  rapidly 
given  his  cx)mpanion ;  at  length  he  re- 
sumed — "  I  have  every  proof,  Miss  Ar- 
lingford,  of  Delapre's  treachery — ^I  have 
letters  now  in  my  possession^which  prove 
that  all  his  conduet  has  been  a  tissue  of 
sy  stematic  cruelty  and  deceit.  He  knew^ 
from  the  earliest  period  of  his  acquaint- 
ance  with  your  unde  Edward  Arling* 
ford,  of  the  attachment  which  had  long 
subästed  between  Julia  and  myself,  yet 
no  sooner  was  his  roving  fancy  Struck 
with  the  beauty  of  his  lovely  victim, 
than  he  determined  upon  separatipg  us.^ 
^  I  will  not  say  he  planned  the  ruin 
of  Mr.  Arlingford's  aflfairs»  but  I  am 
pretty  certain  he  aooelerated  it,  by  be- 

.   traying 
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CHAPTER  XL 


The  meeting  between  Oswald  and  Con- 
stance  was  attended  with  mucli  agita- 
tion  to  both.  He  arrived  at  Farkwell 
at  an  early  hour  the  next  moming,  that 
he  might  be  able  to  have  some  private 
conversation  with  her^  before  the  ap- 
pearance  of  his  brother-officers ;  and  hav- 
ing  hlnted  his  wish  to  lord  Marlowe,  on 
the  preceding  day,  the  latter  &cilitated 
it^  by  requesting  him  to  ride  over,  at  an 
early  hour,  to  give  his  opinion  of  a  horse 
he  was  about  to  purehase,  and  on  his 
guest's  arrival,  left  him  and  Constanoe 
tite-ärtite  in  the  library. 

Constanoe  soon  fbund  the  attachment 
of  Oswald  to  the  memory  of  Julia  was 
as  strong  and  sinoere  as  his  affection  had 
been  for  the  object  of  his  regard  when 

alive; 
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bis  itflGectidn.  waa  diatiged.  But  I  paia 
yott  too  znticlv  my  sweet  fUend,^*  oonti* 
nued  Oswald»  observing  Constance  was 
How  mudi  agitated ;  **  you  shall  yonr- 
sdf  read  tbe  account  of  the  plan  which 
theo  was  foraied  by  this  crudl  deatroj^ec 
of  my  Julia.  You  shall  read  it  in  bis 
own  handwriting,  as  it  was  seat  to  a 
fiiend  and  doadjutor  in  bis  plans.  This 
fnend  had  faeen  kiiown  also  to  Trelaw- 
ney»  and  it  was  but  a  few  days  previcms 
to  the  explanation  he  then  gave  me,  tliat 
the  latter  became  possessed  of  the  infor- 
nialion  he  imparted  to  me. 

^*  Trelawney  was  travelling  outside 
one  of  the  pubhc  coadiäs^  in  Company 
wiäi  this  worthy  coüfidant  of  Delapre^s, 
when  the  sudden  overtum  öf  the  vehide 
caused  the  death  of  the  poor  wretdi,  äs^ 
bofth  bis  legi  were  bnoken  fr(Hn  tfap  foll^ 
aad  dmost^insiant  omputatkm  was  ne« 
«saaiy.  .^t&re  he  subofittnl;  to  the 
opemtion,  he  requteted  Tvdmwnejt  wbo 
had  piottiised.to  temaia  with  hitti^  tD 

undertake 
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undertake  the  settlement  of  his .  afiairs^ 
whicb,  fVom  the  dissolute  lifehe  had  led, 
were  in  great  confüsion. 

"  Having  acceded  to  his  request,  and 
proper,  though  hasty  arrangements  be- 
ing  made,  George  Trelawney,  as  soon  as 
the  last  Offices  of  hamanity  were  ful-^ 
fiUed  towards  the  unfortunate  being, 
who  died  a  few  hours  after  the  amputa* 
tion,  repaired  to  London ;  and  it  was  in 
looking  over  the  papers  of  the  deceased, 
which  were  scattered  in  every  direction, 
that  he  found  the  letters  which  Delapre 
had  written  him,  and  in  which  Julia 
and  yourself  were  named.  These  let- 
ters I  have  read  once,  Miss  Arlingford ; 
büt  the  efiects  they  left  on  my  wom  and 
harassed  spirits  were  too  great  to  allow 
of  my  ever  trusting  myself  with .  a  se- 
cond  perusal;  and  I  sufFered  Mr.  Mour- 
tmy  to  take  them  inta  his  i  o'wn  posses- 
siön.  iThe'  cbaraoter.of  Ddli^re  is  there 
fuliy  unveikä;  and  it.  is  only.in  obedi- 
ence  to  the  eamest  entreaties  of  my  se- 

cond 


THE  UNCLE8.  9X1^ 

cond  parent,  my  kindest  and  best  earth- 
ly  benefactor,  that  I  have — that  I  do  re- 
firain  from  letting  Delapre  know  I  am 
no  stranger  to  the  baseness  of  bis  oon« 
duct:  but  the  promise  I  made  Mr. 
Mourtray  is  a  sacred  one,  and  sacredly» 
I  hope,  it  will  be  kept" 

Lord  Marlowe's  entrance  now  inter- 
rupted  Oswald,  and  put  a  stop  to  all  fär* 
ther  conversation ;  and  Constance  soon 
after  left  the  gentlemen  to  themselvei^. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


OswALD*s  Visits  to  Farkwell  aooa  be- 
came  so  fireqQ^nt  as  to  exc&te  the  rail- 
lenjr  iof  bisr*  biofeher^fiioers,  who  ü\  at- 
tanbttted  tjbesn  to  f be  fascmaiticms  of  Miss 
Adingfcwd;  and  Fidssowen  was  iK>t  sh 
meng  the  last  who  thought  the  same, 
though  he  could  not,  even  by  the  striet- 
est  Observation,  discover  if  they  were 
approved  by  Constance.  Her  manner 
towards  the  chosen  friend  of  her  beloved 
Cousin  was  ever  the  most  gentle  and 
conciliating,  and  her  voice  had  certainly, 
when  addressing  hitn,  a  tone  more  sooth- 
ing  than  when  speaking  to  lord  Mar- 
lowe,  or  even  in  her  efforts  to  calm  the 
Irritation  of  bis  young  and  discontented 
wife. 
But  Fitzowen  also  recollected  it  was 

in 


iatlke^Mme  tonö^  dwho^  hb  sUterfs  flt 
ness,  Coostmce  had  ^ndm^oured  tof^{0t 
liie  appccfaf^ic«!«^  of>  siir  XiUdit»;  wtiis 
Qi)ce»n)  that  latei^val  of  alaf in«' die.  jbadl 
äddcßsacd  him  iti  €he  same  envied  att». 
oent»  "vsrbe^  iä  d^pwi:  df  Adeh's  &fe^. 
his  agony  and  distress  becaime  BO'  es- 
tfceme,  th^  sheifoj^got  eü  ber  lesenre, 
^l  tbe  eidbairsaäsipent  (^  KerJsttimtiiMi^ 
to  spQtbe  and  ^onfiole-  him. 

Fit^crwaa  bftd  jieV^  foi^otfiten  herkind 
eadtevoürsi;  itndi  thei  cbembed  temem* 

« 

briknoß  of  f  bese  I  aWmtiona  Tvhs^  narr  oß 
sw¥iQe'  in  stiUthg  äoy^  pangsi  jeakuty 
migbt  have  infiiotedi  as  he  veeollecfaed 
thfit  CoKstanece  evor  addressed.  f böse  she 
oMwidcrod  unhapfjjr  in  tbe  same  kiod 
and  soottsubg  trae. 

In  the  meanüme»^  totaily  nncönsdaiia 
of  :lbe  üemavka  her  ihann^r  to  Oswald 
axcübed»  ConiBtance  continued  ihesame 
IjiMi  of  cohdiict  towards  hkaaC  In  tbm 
maby  intartisling  tHe^'oMteiy  ivAik,  bis. 
iMfyi  b^^ed  Jiidio».  ww  thcir  obly  tbisme  t 

and 
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ttftd  in  tfaese  melancboly  oonveraationg 
Adela  soon  beoame  a  sharer»  and  her 
tetts  were  often  dmwn  fiirth,  whilst 
listening  to  poor  Oswald's  anecdotes,  in 
which  some  trait  of  the  sweetness  of 
Julia's  disposition  never  fidled  of  being 
exemplified. 

Matilda  Fltzowen^  naturally  timid 
and  retiring,  seldom  joined  these  little 
parties,  but  would  prefer  to  sit  alone,  or 
in  Company  only  with  her  father,  who 
frequently  joined  her  in  her  dressing- 
room,  thinking  or  talking  only  of  Dela» 
pre,  in  whom  all  the  afiection  she  pos- 
seseed  appeared  to  have  centered ;  when, 
about  a  fortnight  after  he  had  lefl  Park-^ 
well,  Adela,  on  entering  her  sister^s 
room  one  moming,  ibund  hier  in  an- 
agony  of  grief  she  could  not  have  be» 
lieved  it  was  ever  in  her  nature  to  feeL 

Matilda  was  so  whoUy  engrossed  in' 
reading  a  letter  she  held  in  her  band, 
Üiat  it  was  long  ere  she  äther  saw  her 
aister,  or  heard  her  anxiouls  inquiries» 

and 
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änd  it  was  mucli  longer  before  sbe  coaüd 
reply  to  them ;  bnt  Adela,  on  perceiv- 
ing  Delapre's  bandwriting  in  the  letter, 
wbich  poor  Matilda  still  continued  tö 
peruse,  very  soon  conjectured  the  cause 
of  that  grief  which  had  so  much  alarmed 
her ;  and  her  sister  at  length  found  voice 
to  say — "  Delapre*s  affections  were  no 
longer  hers,  and  that  Constance  Arling- 
ibrd  was  the  only  woman  he  was  ever 
attached  to." 

Adela  requested  pennission  to  read 
his  letter,  but  Matilda  positively  dedar- 
ed  no  eye  but  her  own  should  ever  see 
its  Contents;  and  the  grief  which  ap- 
peared  almost  wholly  to  subdue  her,  to- 
tally  prevented  her  giving  Adela  any 
fiirther  explanation,  than  that  Delapre 
had  been  deceived — that  he  had  ever 
loved  Constance,  and  had  never  been 
really  attached  to  any  otfaer  woman. 

Adela's  indignation  was  now  excited 
to  theutmost  pitch  against  Delapre,  and 
6lib^e£clttimed-<*^ 'Has  he  tfaen  dared  to 
*-'» '  •  assert 
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he  Jlever  cEd;  iove  miy  bUuer 
-Umman  cave*  CbiiGtafiidb  :Aiiirigfbr<i  ?  or 
thflfc:he!  neirer  irütnedithe  hoppitiless^ 
cna;f^  erentttsilfy  deslüräyeS  the  life  ofiser 
isottSf»  Julia  ?" 

. ; .  *1  flh  ! .  do  tiot  fee  bo  Terjr  «Brerfe  üpea 
Iwn,  Addair  :cituriied  Mafilda,  sfül 
ivieeping  bitieri/ ;  **  he  .is  not  t^^so  bad, 
^IQ  ri^^erlng  a  dispositidB .  as  you  thliik. 
I  know  jall  that  has  passed ;  Dor,  äiougli 
I  grieve  for  myself,  can  Iblame  him*; 
jfer  ßuii^l]r««f  Ctm^tanee  üouM  suocted  in 
detodhing  him  fram  heh"  angelic  dousn, 
il  >is  «tot;  täry  wonderfnl  that,  iiow  he  is 
JBKi^lclager.  deoedved  nvHh  regard  to  tbe 
iniefotäteof  heraff<NHJoii%  bis  löve  for 
iiei:,  iVhi(tb,  &0fi^  tbe'  idea  -of  tts  bdbg 
liapekas,  oabce  was  obwfcdd,  abould«^ 
-ytiF^  with  do»hle  £»re&  Coastance  il 
mmthy  /of  Bdbpre»«t-&r  umre  so  .thcnt 
your  poorfotdidi  MfitUda,  rfhomxHm^  l 
mti  pkinly  isee«  herob^lmger  (^es  for.** 

fiotorttOoeiirMritädir  eaudttniäd  Adeiü 

^and 
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"  ftod  I  siM»»ly  l)ope  thßf  viühnfßMll^ 
of  them  be  united  to  such  a '  villatQ ! 
Forgive  nae,  deaip  skstw»  fi^r  ithi/E^^appa- 
rent  fa«r^  Jängaagi^/'  eontiniifad  Aflpl^ ; 
".were  Delapr^s  chamcWr  a»  W(<?UffcftftW*i 
to  you  ^9  irt  is  to  Ooqstenee  and  my^eUf, 
this  iear,"  kissnig  on^-oä^  tbe  paik  t^beok 
of  Matijda»  ''  would  be  tbe  last  y^m 
would  sbed  for  bün.  You  faa/ve  na  firiai, 
my  dear  girl,  in  4)%kr  fiieod ;  her  b^art  k, 
I  trust»  reserved  for  a  &ir  mcite  «m^ble 
fdb^raeter ;  and  Deltipre^  thoTefoi^  in  ej^ 
bis  plans,  wHl  I  ^bc^e«  nieet  witfa  ittie 
difiappointment  hi^  condiict  towards  you 
de«ervea." 

'*  Oh,  da  not  giMt  wajy  to  su^ib  pwwl 
|Mi&jttdiQe$,  iVddia  l  JDlelapre  is  not  tb^ 
d^raeter  bis  enemies  hav^  «aade  you 
tielieve,  nor  ba$  hfe  eonduet  towaipda  voß 
jbeen  in  tbe  Ifiaat  degree  qtbiearwite  tif«fi 
honourable4^  and  itk«  ietter  I  bfeim  mw 
^emvn^  ^pomhim  k, .  I  doyjikt  M^sSsithr 
iht  ^antmptioßwhal^lis  Mänd  oadwm^ 

agitated 
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a^tated  by  love  for  Constance,  by  pity 
for  me.** 

*•  By  pity  for  you,  Matilda  P*  ex- 
claimed  the  indignant  Adela,  h»  cheek 
crimsdning  with  mingled  feelings  of  an- 
ger  and  contempt ;  **  and  can  you — ^is  it 
possible,  my  dear  sister,  you  can  ap- 
prove — ^you  can  set  a  value  upon  bis 
pity»  circumstanced  as  you  are  ?  Wbat, 
does  Delapre  presume — does  he  dare  to 
express  pity  upon  what  you  tnust  feel  in 
knowing  tbe  love  he  professed  for  you 
was  never  otherwise  than  feigned  ?  Oh, 
Matilda,  my  dear  sister !  do  not  degrade 
yourself  so  much,  by  either  feeling  sor- 
row,  or  allowing  bim  to  imagine  your 
sentiments  are  other  than  those  of  the 
most  thorough  contempt  Delapre  has, 
by  thus  meanly  witbdrawing  himself, 
proved  unworthy  of  your  regard;  tet 
bim  feel  it  is  so — ^Ict  bim——" 

**  Adela,  he  bas  not  proved  bitnsetf 
unworthy -^be  bas  not  m$aaly  witb- 

drawn 
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drawn  him8etf--3!^o»  he  has  thrown  bitiv- 
seif  ivhoUy  upoti  my  g^erosity.  I  am 
to  ctedde  for  hitn-^I  may  yet  be  bis 
wife,if  I  dösire— — ** 

Adela,  scaroely  aUe  to  cotninand  et- 
ther  ber  patienoe  or  ber  t^nper,  now 
Started  from  tbe  eml»*aoe  m  wbich  tili 
then  sbe  bad  beld  ber  sister,  and  endea- 
Toured,  by  tbe  quidcness  of  ber  step^ 
in  traversing  tbe  apartment,  to  dissipate 
ber  rapidly-increasing  anger ;  wbilst  Ma- 
tilda,  after  a  momenf  s  pause,  and  after 
baving  earnestly  regar^fed  ber  sister,  oon- 
tinued — ^  1  sbould  bave  been  tempted, 
Adela,  to  bave  refused  tbe  eamest  re- 
quest  of  my  correspondent,  and  put  bis 
letter  into  your  band  fbr  perusal,  bad  I 
found  you  less  prefudiced  against  tbe 
unbappy  writer;  but  Delapre  judged 
you  more  eotrectly  tban  I  imagined, 
wben  be  wiote^— -'  You  are  tbe  only  in- 
dividual  of  your  family,  MatUda,  sir 
lüudus^  alcme  exoepted,  who  regards  me 
witb  a  partialy  an  unprejudioed  eye.  To 

VOL.  IL  L  you 


aecrtt  of  i»y  kßß^t,  J^  t^Q  diäc^$Mr« 
be  sacr^  i  aifc  leasl  let  uq  ojkber  eye  hat 
your  own  glance  over  tl^fie  p2^6$  ;**  an4 
iio\^  the  softrbearted  M^ölda.  wept  a- 

^ioa  abk  to  «g^ak-^"  I  woiijd  not  «ven 

bad  not  youw  Ad(?l^  toi^ä^ed  n^  in  tbe 
&8t  burst  of  aelfi^  rQgf^t;  mr  v^ould 

think  it  bul  jii$(tiQ^  dU^  <lo  Pelapi^  by 
inforowig  y<Hi  o^  id\  l  lmaw>  to  ct- 
Qsltabilißb»  hio».  ii>>  ^omr  good  oppnü)^ 

tjbipijgb  it  will  nw*r  «ow  be  i^^opimwi 

of  a  $ister.  Ybu,  ftdl  PW  bft  wi»«  at^tibQb- 
^  tp^  Juliai  ArJängfQTdrrrl  toch  ]mo\y  be 

wß%  Adis^h ;  1»ut  r  knoor  atoi>oi|iftt^  bie 

aequaintWMe  witfe.  the  ^iif^eiÄQr  i  lo&id  of 
Constwü»  w^d  «9on.  aloDe  bn^^  beßp 
sufii^il^iid  t<gi^radimte>.biä  Ip^i^  fi>r  tbe 

fiwwner. 


•  «  •! 
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foron^i  even  witbout  difieov^ving  tbaü 
Julia  returned  iiot  bis  reg^rd :  wbea  he 
discovcred  tbis^  he  iuuaediirtdy  rel»^ 
quished  all  daim  to  tbe  band  of  tbe  wih 
fortuDart:e  ^1,,  ai>d  gave  bioM^yT  u|v  ta 
the  stiody  and  contem|daition  of  ber  w«* 
perior  gifted  cousin;  ia  it  wonderful, 
Adda,  that  bis  affections,  onee  giv^n  to 
h»t  sbould  never  again  be  witiidmwn?'' 

'*  Wby  tben  offer  tbem  to  anotbet 
woQsmi,  my  dear  Matilda  ?"  Adela,  witb 
an  exp^sai^e  snüle,  inquired. 

Matilda  did  not  reply  to  tbis  qqestion» 
but  continued — "  Mr.  Arlingford,  tbe 
unde  and  guardian  of  Constance»  fostered 
«d  encoucaged  this  prepossessicm*"**-^" 

Adela  here  looked  towarda  ber  sisteri 
wbo,  as  sbe  suspected,  bad  now  aginn 
opened  Delainre's  letter»  and,  tbougb  un- 
consciously,  was  giving  tbe  relatjon  sbe 
bad  commeneed  !n  tbe  verj  words  be 
bad  wmtten. 

Ad^Ia  would  not  int€nrQpt  h^,  and  JM a« 
tüda  continued  to  read-~'*  A  preposses« 

L  2  sion 
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sion  founded  on  the  basis  of  esteenii  which 
her  attention  and  kindness  to  Julia,  dur- 
ing  the  sufferings  of  the  latter,  tended 
not  a  little  to  increase ;  and  these  senti- 
ments  were  soon  discovered  by  the 
watchful  guardian,  and  I,  in  return,  he- 
sitated  not  to  acknowledge  them.  Mr. 
Arlingford  was  too  much  ättached  to 
his  niece  to  wish  to  part  with  her,  and 
he  frankly  told  me  such  was  the  case — 
told  me  he  had  bound  her  to  a  sort  of 
promise  that  she  would  not  leave  him ; 
but,  after  informing  me  of  this,  ended  by 
saying,  if  I  could  win  the  heart  I  prized 
so  much,  he  would  cancel  that  promise, 
upon  condition  that  I  would  reside  with 
him  at  Brooklands  during  the  winter 
months.  In  this  train  afiairs  continued 
for  some  time — indeed  until  the  arrival 
of  your  brother.** 

Matilda  here  paused,  recoUecting  what 
she  was  about,  and  was  on  the  point  of 
folding  up  Delapre's  letter,  and  conti- 
nuing  in  her  own  words;  but  Adela, 

perceiving 
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|)eroeiyiQg  her  intention,  requested  her 
80  eamestly  to  go  on,  that,  hoping  De- 
laiHre's  own  ^ooount  would  speak  more 
in  his  favour  than  any  langui^e  she 
harself  could  use,  Matilda  at  length  eon^ 
sented  to  prooeed  reading  the  letter. 

**  Fitzowen  had  not  long  been  settled 
as  a  visitor  to  Mr.  Bedingfield,  ere,  in 
my  jealous,  apprehensive  view,  I  saw  in 
Jiim  a  rival — ^yes,  I  feared  a  successful 
riva) ;  and  stimulated  by  this  alarm,  I 
endeavoured  to  make  some  e£fort  which 
might  terminate  fovourably  for  myself. 
I  urged  Mr.  Arlingford  to  plead  my 
cause  with  his  niece ;  he  again  repeated 
his  extreme  disindination  to  part  from 
her,  but  told  me  he  had  more  than  once 
hinted  my  attachment  to  her,  yet  had 
never  received  any  reply  that  might  be 
construed  into  encouragement.  Not  sa- 
tisfied  with  this,  I  again,  and  more 
warmly,  pressed  my  suit;  and  by  his 
advice,  I,  one  day  in  his  presence,  al- 
luded,  in  tolerably-plain  terms,  to  my  at- 

L  9  tachment. 
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tMhmMt  Cönfi^tance  thea  «dgrily  ailtod 
tipon  her  «inde  to  remember  }A%  püt  43t 
theSr  etigifgetnetit ;  and  h^  in  hi«  roß- 
ciae  tüAtm&r^  gave  me  ä  dismisML  I 
flow  too  plainly  saw  my  fiirttier  suspi- 
cion«  were  correct;  whaterer  regwd  I 
tnight  have  been  honoured  i¥itt^  previ- 
ous  to  Fitzowen's  retum  tö  Brocdslands» 
appeared  novr  totally  witbdrawti ;  and 
in  d^^f^r^  and  on  pretern^  öf  bufii- 
ned6  oidling  me  to  IxHidon,  I  quitted 
Mr.  Atlingfbnl,  leaving  yoor  brother 
thei«,  and^  $»  l  doabted  not,  a  «acoesft* 
fül  lovcr*** 

^  It  "WM  there,"  oontinued  MatÜda^ 
addrefifiing  her  dM»,  ^'  diät  Diäa^  and 
I  met  ai  my  aunt^ ;  and  I  ocmld  plainly 
didcovef  sötnething  laid  faeavy  npon  his 
mind,  which  Induoed  me  to  do  all  in 
my  power  to  raise  hta  dept^sed  dpiiita. 
My  e£^brt6  did  not  whoUy  Ml ;  but  om^ 
day  I  peroeived  he  was  more  disturbed, 
and  lo^ed  inore  miserable  than  ^Ver. 
I  knew  not  then  the  eame^I  only  saw 

my 
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ttif  endeÄVouiis  tb  soothte  hith  were  äüc- 
eesrfül ;  und  not  until  I  recelved  this 
fetter  to-day,  did  1,  in  the  leftst>  conjecs 
turfe  the  origin  of  his  Äüiferittgi&.*' 

Matilda  agaln  opened  tbe  leitet,  and 
reÄüined  ireading  it.  *--.*•  When  1  left 
Brooklandis,  Mr.  Ariingford  <yet,  bi^leve 
me,  it  wYTs  withöut  the  reuest  bdDg 
made  by  Dfi^),  Mt.  AHingford  sdiemnly 
I^Mi^ttie,  no  oth^  intaiXii  SBve  my« 
ilelf,  ^hö^M  ^^y  with  hüi  Consent)  be- 
eonM  the  buftbänd  df  CöiMtanoe.  I«mU 
g^e  th^A  tny  surprii^,  my  afiitonföhment^ 
dear  and  amiaMe  fiiei^,  when  I  reoeiv-» 
ed  the  ibllöWing  ööndift^  lilies^  Written 
in  Mh  Afrlingferd^  hund*^'  Why  did 
y6a  leäte  foöoklAnds  wliitet  Fit^sowMi 
vTäs  he^e  ?  Beffingfield  i«  cff&2y  fbr  the 
matth^I  tsiti  not  &Md  of  trmible^t  lEim 
iiot  fond  of  inte^fbiing  in  thit  matter«^ 
ÖOn^tatiO^  ift  tb  bave  Ml  hü  money  $  so 
yoüt  eh^ee  te  ör&t\  t  mn  not  fand  of 
l^fttetmm,  iMt  M]$B  ODiistaiKte  Ariing»^ 
föHd  thttiläs  (i6fi^«ntly.i-ybttr  «hanoe  k 

L  4  over !' 
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over  P  Can  I  ever  folget,  6ver  cease 
to  remember  with  gratitude,  sweet  and 
amiable  Matilda!  tbe  kindness,  tbe  sooth- 
ing  attention,  I,  at  that  bitter  period  of 
my  life,  received  from  you  ?" 

^  We  will  pass  over  these  passages, 
Adela,**  said  Matildä,  as  her  tears  again 
fiowed  abundantly ;  and  Adda,  equally 
distressed  for  her  sister,  and  angry  at 
her  being  weak  enougb  to  entertain  any 
shadow  of  regard  fbr  a  man  wbo  ooidd 
thus  write,  thought  it  mare  pnident  to 
remain  silent,  and  as  if  awaiting  the  con-» 
tinuation  of  the  narrative. 

At  length  Matilda  resumed — **  Deh- 
pre  was  not  undeceived  in  the  idea  which 
Mr.  Arlingford's  letter  gave  him  of  Con- 
stanoe  being  engaged  to  my  brother, 
until  the  last  moming  of  bis  visit  here» 
when,  he  teils  me,  you  set  him  right ; 
and  I  wonder  not,"  Matilda  oontinued, 
*'  that  he  should  now  express  himself 
somewhat  hurt  at  my  having  apparentfy 
allowed  bim  to  continue  in  tbis  error; 

but, 
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bat»  Heaven  knows»  I  thougbt,  with 
bim,  tbat  Constance  would  eventually 
enter  into  our  family.  .  Your  iutelU- 
gence  bowever  disturbed  bis  serenity; 
be  tbougbt  bimsel^  and  witb  reason, 
extremely  ill-treated  by  Mr.  Arluigford, 
and  be  immediately  determined  upon 
seeking  bim  at  Brooklands»  and  demand- 
ing  an  explanation.  It  was  soon  given. 
Mr.  ArUngford,  provoked  with  bim  for 
leaving  Brooklands,  and  some  private 
drcumstances  baving  occurred  to  beigb- 
ten  bis  iU4iumour,  be  bad,  to  gratify  bis 
angry  passions,  and  revenge  bimself  up- 
on Delapre  for  bis  desertion,  written  tbe 
letter  wbicb  tbe  latter  bad  received,  on 
purpose  to  alarm,  and,  if  possible,  to  in- 
duce  bim  to  retum  as  qulckly  as  pos- 
sible  to  Brooklands — ^  Constance  is  free !' 
Delapre  writes,  *  free  from  all  engage- 
ments  witb  Fitzowen — ^witb  any  one  but 
ber  uncle.  Dearest  Matilda,  pity,  and, 
if  possible,  forgive  me !  You  sball  guide 
— ^you  sball  counsel  me.    I  put  myself 

L  5  under 
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ufider  yocir  directioii'-^yoü  shdll  dedde 
whrtW  I  (mght  tö  retum  to  Ivy  Oüss, 
or  retnalh  nt  Brookiänds.^* 

"Read  no  ftrther»  luy  deai-  swt«/' 
crM  the  möre  tfaan  ever  indigtiatit  Ade- 
la ;  **  i  eannot  hear  aiiothet  word !  Art- 
All»  speckms,  designing  wretch !  fe  tt 
possible»  Matikla,  you  cati  y^  lov^  soeh 
a  mati?* 

"*  Adefa,**  interrüpfed  Matilda,  ming 
also  from  her  seat,  and  ntreating  to- 
wtrds  the  door  of  her  Chamber,  "  sj^k 
no  tnore  on  the  subjed:-^!  caiiii€i%  beär 
tö  hear  yx)U*  Remetriber  you  ate  not 
at  liberty  to  disclose  to  any  öttt  what  I 
bare  now  toW  you.  My  father  shall 
hear  of  the  di&solution  of  pm  ei^age- 
ment  ftom  myself  alohe ;  md  now  I  beg 

•  •  I 

you  wHl  leave  me  tat  the  present." 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 


Co^st ANcA  Wa6  a  stninger  to  säl  tbat 
hftd  passdd*-«43i7,  even  to  tfae  dissolution 
^f  Matiidä's  eogagemelit  witii  Dela^ls, 
wfaieh  the  foitnär  commüniaated  to  her 
ükfh^  m  the  tottrse  i^  uns  day»  untü 
Osivuld^  OD  tbö  foUt>wti}g  morningi  not 
in  the  lebst  umqjining  her  m  Ignorant, 
dtuflod  to  it  ab  a  dnmmatance  Fitso^ven 
faad  just  iafonaed  hiiO  of ;  and  before 
she  had  recovered  from  her  «urprise,  Osk 
ulrald  rrm  cbUed  away ;  and  still  eiusing 
upon.the  ii^eUigeuGe,  md  ^ideavour- 
ing  ibo  form  some  idea  of  the  motive 
tfaat  faad  occaskmöd  Matilda  to  annul 
facr  engagametit  with  .D0lapr0,  Con- 
Maot  continiied  stroUitig  upon  tbe 
Itmn^  utrtil  aiwised  fijoai  hier  reverie  by 
the  Toioas  of  lady*  Marlow€,  Blanche, 

L  6  and 
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and  Adela,  who  had  inquired  what  made 
her  so  absent,  and  so  unusually  grave, 
before  sbe  oould  answer,  or  frame  the 
least  excuse  for  her  abstraction. 

Having  at  length  commenced  assign« 
ing  some  trifling  reason,  she  was  inter- 
rupted  by  Blanehe's  exdaiining~-*^  Dear 
me !  I  cannot  ima^ne  what  ails  you  all ! 
There  is  sir  Lucius  has  just  been  apolo* 
gising  to  Marlowe  and  myself  fer  his 
abrupt  departure,  as  he  unavoidably 
must  retum  with  Matilda  to  Ivy  Gross 
on  the  morrow ;  and  there  is  Fitzöwen 
declaring  he  too  must  depart  for  Lon- 
don, to  meet  a  iriend  just  arrived  fram 
the  Continent." 

Lady  Marlowe  interrupted  her  daugb- 
ter,  by  haughtily  exclaimmg — ^^^  I  must 
entreat.  Blanche,  that  never  again  yoü 
will  stoop  to  solieit  Fitaowen  to  remain 
at  Parkwell,  when,  as  it  now  appears, 
he  is  so  obstihately  bent  upon  disoUi- 
ging  US.  He  is  iuUy  aware  of  the  rea- 
son  that  prompts  youIthus:to  request 

his 
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hk  continuance  lierer  and  therefixre,  like 
ali  m&n  posscMed  of  extraordinary  tar 
lents,  is  the  less  disposed  to  bend  to  so- 
lidtation.  Cease  to  importune  him,  and 
he  will  return  to  us  in  fuU  time  for  the 
lepresentation ;  cpntinue  your  entreaties, 
and  your  cause  is  lotst/' 

*'  But  he  cannot  posstbly  be  aware  of 
our  intentions»'*  retumed  Blanche ;  '^  he 
has  never,  I  am  oertain,  seexi  our  new 
theatre;  and    ■    " 

**  My  dear  foolish  child,'*  mth  foroed 
ooolness  lady  Marlowe  intemipted,  **  you 
would  have  betrayed  it  to  him,  this  very 
evening,  by  the  manner  in  whieh  you 
urged  him  to  postpone  fais  departure,  or 
bring  his  iriend  to  join  our  party  here, 
had  he  not,  from  the  many  previous 
hints  you  have  given,  suspeoted  our  de* 
sign,  whidi,  from  the  firrt,  I  knew  either 
your  eagerness,  or  Marlowe's  disUke, 
would  render  al^rtive.  Tberefore^  my 
dear  Constance,  you  must  make  iq>  your 
mind  to  a  seoond  disappointment— -Fitz- 
owen 


cbarftder  e^  HöikiM.  AH  Mfr  tif^oMi 
yüutSeSf  and  Adefat  ^xxsept^,  d^art  to*. 
mmrow  at  äfn  t^ly  hour,  and  we  mmi 

W6  can ;  fcft,  bwittg  tö  the  üiAitä  obiti«- 
nacy  of  Fitzowen  ftnd  MariöWe,  th«* 
witl  be  no  thmMöati  at  jßnesetit^  both 
declaniig,  tböugh*fr6m  ctiflfeh^nt  f«iis6kl9, 
tbis  iS  not  a  tirtie  prorp«»  fdr  Such  ptiy^ 
ceedings."  ^ 

♦*  Loid  IVIarikWrfe'Ä  reäisoil  fefr  wlshing 
tbtee  gaii^ti6^  to  b(^  postpcm^d,  I  ü&h 
fully  uttderstand,"  tettnti^  ConstMM ; 
**  but  what'  motlve  Mr.  Fltiowtöti  «iti 
haV0,  estoept  dtsindSnätton  to  pei'fiitttl, 
1  am  at  a  löss  tö  eonjöctutfe.** 

^^  Yöu  would  Hkfe  tö  h^  a  witness  6Ä0B 
ägaiti  of  bb  e^fccell^nt  ac^ttg,  €mistaMü«, 
wöüld  you  tiot  r^Blancbe  edg^^lnq^itotd 
öf  bef  si^et,  a$,  whh  ^  triumti/bitfit  ghm«, 
sbe  iook^  ät  the  ^l^htly-ättMtiv^  Adö- 
k  ''  Wotild  yoü  ttdt  >*  sbe  ägäiti  fepeat- 
ed ;  but  tö  bi^r  eqtid  itttrpti^  ^nd  dl»- 

appointment, 


negativ^e^  addiiig*^^  Mr.  FItBowen  tos 
w  dfcecideclly  refo«ed  perfertning  at  pi^ 
nait,  ibBi,  witlKmt  6cf  uple,  I  fiiüy  noW 
ventuM  to  sny,  th^  first  intimation  of 
your  theatficftl  «musementai  being  i^ally 
dedded  upon,  fMvld  hw^  defit  me  oft; 
pMt  haste,  eithei*  back  to  Mr.  I^alk- 
moK^d  0r  tö  Btookiandn;  and  therefiM, 
tny  dear  Blanche,  if  you  really  wish  fixr 
my  Society,  rejoic«  tiow,  InMead  of  be^ 
wfioling  Mr.  Fit20W€fD'd  obstinate  i«- 
fiisal.^ 

Lady  Maflowe  and  her  ftk  daug^ter, 
firom  fni^e  Hian  one  cause,  ftit  too  an- 
gry  to  refdy ;  but  AdMa,  witb  an  aitib 
sniHe  directed  towm«ds  the  tißrö  giktioed 
ladies,  said-^*'  May  we  not  be  Infta^m- 
ed,  dear  Consrtmoe,  of  tfae  reasons  tfaat 
would  httVe  prompted  yon  to  run  away 
in  such  a  hürry  from  tbe  ndw«obMkiate 
hero>  ff,  Süd  lady  M^(me  wMted^  he 
had  eotnp&ed  ttdKh  höt  n^quett  ?" 

Addh  ifaa  obfiged  to  repeat  her  in- 

quiry 
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quiry  more  than  oace^  ere  Gmstanoe 
was  enahled  to  calm  her  ai^taticm»  or  to 
steady  her  voioe  suffidiently  to  reply— 
^  I  have  not  yet  forgotten  the  tnelan- 
choly  scenes  that  succeeded  those  mo- 
ments  of  unalloyed  happiness  which  Mr. 
Fitzowen's  dramatic  talent  afforded  me 
at  Elm  House-*-!  have  not  yet  forgot- 
ten that  mem(Hsble  evening  was  the  last 
of  happmess  to  our  pow  Julia,  nor  that 
from  the  same  time  I  may  date  the  com- 
mencement  of  much,  much  unhappi- 
ness  to  her  and  to  myself.'' 

Before  Ccmstsonoe  had  conduded,  her 
long-8Up{»'e8sed  tears  overstepped  their 
boundaries.  The  dowager  smiled  con- 
temptuously  at  the  reasons  she  had  as- 
signed  for  her  dislike  of  theatrical  exhi- 
bitions— -Blanche  scrupled  not  to  ac- 
knowledge  she  thought  her  very  fbolish 
«— whilst  Adela,  drawing  her  from  this 
^^ft'^-hearted  pair,  soothed  her  young 
friend  again  into  composure,  and  then 
acopmpanied  her  into  tbe  drawing-room, 

where 
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where  th^  found  the  ladies  of  their 
party  united»  and  all  in  a  most  induts- 
trious  mood. 

Lord  M arlpwe»  Fitzowen»  and  two  or 
three  gentlemen,  soon  afterwards  joined 
tbem,  and  tbe  former,  in  bis  fisual  rat* 
tling  style,  began  annoying  bis  sister-in* 
law,  by  preyenting  her  from  proceeding 
in  ber  oocupation,  tili  be  obliged  ber  to 
raise  ber  eyes  frpin  her  work,  when  Fitz« 
owen,  who  was  standing  near  the  table» 
instantly  peroeived  something  had  oc^ 
cunred  to  agitate  ber,  and  imxiously  look* 
ed  towards  bis  sister  for  explanation.  A 
smile  from  her  dispelled  bis  alarm ;  and 
on  sitting  down  by  her,  she,  in  a  low 
tone,  Said—"  Your  very  bei^t  theatrical 
performan<^  could  not  so  completely 
have  gratified  one  of  our  party,  as  your 
refosal  to  rc^ijesent.  Qroonpko,  RomeOi 
or  any  othar  eh^vacter,  lias  done  this 
moroing ;  imd  if  you  would  but  permit 
me  to  wbisper  that  your  rudeness  to 
)ady  Marlowe  was  prompted  by  tender* 

ness 
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MSi)  to  those  feelings  whieli,  fis  yoü  ilna- 
giüied,  Wöttld  Indeed  havä  been  iminfally 
excited  by  your  compliance-^^*-^** 

^  Be  silent,  tny  dearf  Adda,  dh  ttat 
pöint»  I  «ntrfeat,  if  yoü  !ove  «^  !•"  Fitz- 
Km^ti^  in  tbe  Same  lötr  key,  feplied; 
aMdtheto,fbai&il  tbMi*6onV«rsidaoti  W)ö\)ld 
b6  <)yeiii«ird  by  äny  idle  mettibelt  öf  tfae 
party,  he  ttifned  again  tolttifd^  Mar^ 
tetf  6,  whö  WM  isliili  makiiig  tli«  tniMst 
ndictilöü«  if^iiM^  ^  CotiMam»  «oti- 
Coming  hisi-  work,  and  who  tH>\v  reqübst'- 
ed  f^ito]it^piM  to  aisiiist  Mm  in  di^übv^fiAg 
What  Qise  th^m  Cöuld  posdibly  beltt  A4i>ik^ 
iüg  müslffi  for  'sö  many  flöuftoe«  Afid  füN 
belöws  lö  a  gowfh  Whkh  Wi^ld  be«^aU 
iy  a  gtmn  *v<rithbüt  jso  fniich  tmuttefitöty 
irairk.^«'  Not^  oftily  kx>k  at .  what  Mist 
Fftseowen.iänd  GonMaMe  4»«  «(Mending 
tbeif  Uta«  upiM,^  \^  MtttSmi^,  piditit^ 
ifig  tö  tfae  ef]43gatit  pattem  on  whitsh  tbe 
two  fHetid»  W^re  6dipk>y^;  ^'ni:^  UfOüld 
tftey  not,  RtiKy^^en^t  a^)iQal«dy<Mi»  and 
tö  ftü  othei'  gentiemM  )[>i^^fi»i»i^Wönld 

not 
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1  ladies  time  be  mudi  more  proAt- 
pent  in  istitching  or  hemming  oöU 
ristbands,  and  fnlls,  fbr  their  respec- 
ithen»  brodiers,  and  husbands  ?*" 
'or  Heavetfs  Biie,  Frederic,'*  ex- 
ed  the  dowager,  *talk  of  Mtn^ 

yoii  iinderstand  bettet*  tfaan  tbe 
et  you  have  now  choeen,  as  I  can. 
ut  think  it  is  one  that  would  be- 

tnore  the  fatber,  brotfaer,  or  hufr. 
,  of  your  Vmnäres^,  to  lecture  ttpon, 
lord  Marlowe." 

)rd  Matfewe  coloured  higbly  at  ihia 
asoned,  and,  at  any  titne,  ibollab  r^ 
\  \  and  tüming  qakkly  to  bis  mt>. 

replied  — • "  I  was,  in  chÜdbood^ 
am,  left  sö  mticb  to  the  sodety  of 
kundress  and  her  cotnpaniona,  that 
apology  for  still  entertaiiiitig  their 
Fashioned  vnlgar  ideas  cannot  be  ex- 
ed  from  «ne  by  tbose  who  have  long 
wn  your  son;  and  should  1  again 
isgrew  in  the  same,  or  any  «hnilar 
e,  tay  Menda^  mnat  have  ^e  Wind. 

neii 
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ness  to  call  tlie  old  proverb  to  their  re« 
membrance — *  Evil  Communications  cor- 
rupt  good  manners !" 

His  lordship's  mother  now,  in  her  turn» 
ooloured  with  anger,  when,  anxious  to 
restore  peace»  one  of  the  gentlemen  pre- 
sent,  a  lively»  good-humoured,  young 
man»  laughing»  said — ^*  But  teil  us»  Mar- 
lowe»  how  is  a  fair  lady»  situated  like 
Miss  Arlingford»  without  father»  brother» 
or  husband»  to  employ  her  time»  unless 
she  devotes  a  part  of  it  to  omamental 
work  ?  what  eise  can  she  possibly  exert 
her  industry  upon»  and  with  such  happy 
effect»  than  in  adoming  her  own  lovely 
person  ?" 

'*  Oh»  if  she  be  indined  to  be  really  in- 
dustrious»  I  will  instantly  find  exerdse 
for  her  talent»"  retumed  lord  Marlow^ 
drawing  a  silk  handkerchief  from  his  bo- 
som  as  he  spoke ;  at  the  sigbt  of  which 
Fitzowen  hastily  darted  forward  to  re- 
daim  it  But  his  lordship»  tenaciously 
retwiing  the  pize»  md  gently  repulsing 

the 
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ness  to  call  the  old  proverb  to  thdr  re- 
membranoe — '  E  vil  Communications  cor- 
rupt  good  manners  T 

His  lordship's  mother  now,  in  her  turn, 
coloured  with  anger,  when»  anxious  to 
restore  peace»  one  of  the  gentlemen  pre- 
sent»  a  lively»  good*humoured,  young 
man,  laughing,  said — **  But  teil  us,  Mar- 
lowe,  how  is  a  fitir  lady,  situated  like 
Miss  Arlingford,  without  father,  brother, 
or  husband,  to  employ  her  time,  unless 
she  devotes  a  part  of  it  to  omamental 
work  ?  what  eise  can  she  possibly  exert 
her  industry  upon,  and  with  such  happy 
e£fect,  than  in  adoming  her  own  lovely 
person  ?" 

''  CMi,  if  she  be  indined  to  be  really  in- 
dustrious,  I  will  instantly  find  exerdse 
for  her  talent,"  retumed  lord  Marlow^ 
drawing  a  silk  handkerchief  from  his  bo- 
som  as  he  spoke ;  at  the  sigbt  of  which 
Fitzowen  hastily  darted  forward  to  re- 
daim  it  But  his  lordship,  tenadously 
retaining  the  prize,  and  gently  repulsing 

the 
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the  former,  laughing  heartily,  continued 
— ^*  Be  patient,  my  good  sir,  and  this 
treasure,  apparently  so  inestimable,  so 
carefully  preserved,  shall  again  be  re- 
stored  to  you ;  and  if  the  disposition  of 
Constance  be  as  eharitable  as  her  gallant 
advocate  yonder  is  willing  to  assert,  she 
will  contribute,  by  her  industry,  to  make 
it  your  property  more  indisputably  than 
it  yet  can  be  proved.  Have  pity,  my 
dear  sister!"  continued  bis  lordsfaip, 
throwing  the  handkerchief  into  the  lap 
of  Constance ;  "  have"  pity  upon  one  who 
being  neither  father,  husband,  nor  bro- 
ther,  to  any  one  here  present  (at  least  I 
imagine  there  are  none  who  will  acknow- 
ledge  him  as  the  latter,  or  I  should  not 
have  occasion  to  throw  him  upon  your 
charity),  is  unable  to  daim,  as  bis  own 
lost  property,  that  which,  if  marked  with 
the  Initials,  *  L,  F/  no  one  would  dare 
to  retain  for  a  moment.  That  hand- 
kerchief," continued  the  wild  and  rat- 
tling  viscount,  **  has  been  the  cause  of 

detaining 
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detaimjoig  Fitmwen  fyxn.  your  society, 
Blwcbe,  an  houi:  Icnager  tbao  ak  the 
Qommenceioeiit  of  qw  ride  this  moro. 
iog  we  intended ;  for,  aa  we  were  on  tbe 
poiot  of  retarnuig  bome,  my  oompanion 
announced  the*  las$  he  had  su$tainedv 
and  wsUted  upcoi  Uirniug  back  ta  $eek 
it.  but  at  length,  on  not  findtng  it»  was 
obUged  to  submit»  as  philosophically  as 
possiUe,  ta  bis  ill  lack.  I,  tbougb  a  mar* 
ried.  mBsn  (tvore  fcartunate  than  he  in 
every  respect)  had  however  espied  it; 
and  wbilst,  with  exploring  eyes»  Fitz- 
owen was  peeping  into  every  ditch  and 
ruit  tbat  we  had  passed,  I,  in  the  clever« 
est  sl^le,  caught  it  from  the  branch  of  a 
wild  rosebusby  and  placed  it  xiext  my 
beert.' 

Fitzowen  bad  now  to  endure  the  raiL- 
lery  of  all  tbe  young  tnen  present  (and 
uwst  knpatiaaitly  did  he  bear  it),  tHl 
Adela»  wfao  häd  quickly  discovered  to 
whom  the  handkerduef  had  previoudy 
bekn^ed«  tsook  it  up  fioni  tbe  table  upon 

wbich 


whlch  Consiance  had  thrown  it,  and, 
laughing,  said— "  It  is  very  kind  of  you, 
lord  Marlowe,  to  aid  Lucius  in  the  ap- 
propriation  of  an  arlüclef  which  he  cer- 
tainly  has  no  right  to  keep,  and  which  I 
now  Claim  as  mine,  at  the  same  time 
th^^  I  thank  you  for  foeing  «lor^  cwefnl 
of  m;  property  than  your  coaijiwiQnj 
yfbß  UQw  stand«  accused  by  vqq.  Im  m- 
t«i  cf  theft !"  and  tying  ijj  rcwnd:  her 
t^at  a$  ^  spoke,^  Adela  sqoa  gave 
tb€)  QQHv^rsation  a  difiS^r^ai  turn,  to  the 
gre^t  r^lief  of  n^pre  than  one  p^cson 
prepent;  for  C<«iatanqe  had  roe^igni^ed 
thet  hai^dkßrcbief  9S  that  sh^  had  thrown 
oif  jn  the  br^akfa$tat>onv  after  returjiv 
ipg.wiith  Fitzowen  and  hi^  sistep  trom  a 
randible  they  hsid  that  morning  takea  bo- 
foi^  the  family  were  as$embl^  at  the 
br^^kfasVtaihk. 


» '    » 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


Lord  and  lady  Marlowe  were  deserted, 
on  the  following  day,  by  all  their  late 
guests,  excepting  the  Fitzowens;  and 
sir  Lucius  bad  determined  upon  remain- 
ing  only  one  day  later»  as  he  wished 
Matilda  to  cbange  the  scene  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  therefore  proposed  her  go- 
ing with  bim  a  little  tour,  which  might 
terminate  in  a  short  sojourn  at  that 
friend's  abode,  wbere  the  eldest  Miss 
Fitzowen  was  to  remain  a  little  time  in 
her  way  home ;  and  when  they  again 
settled  ät  Ivy  Gross,  Adela  promised  to 
rejoin  her  family;  but  until  that  time 
arrived,  she  obtained  permission  to  con- 
tinue  at  Parkwell,  enjoying  the  sodety 
of  her  friend  Constance.  . 
Fitzowen's  plans  remained  unknown, 

even 
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even  to  bis  fiivourite  mter:  he  had  pre- 
viously  reAised  to  grant  ttie  promise  bis 
yoatbfiil  bost  attemp]ted  to  elicit  from 
bim,  to  retxrain  at  Parkwdl  tiU'Adela 
was  sutnmoned  home;  Ixit  b^  allowed 
ar  Lucius  and  Matildä*  to  depai^t  witb- 
out  hitd ;  andalthoügh  eabb  sueceeding 
day  Constance  beard  bim  speak  c^  bis 
intendied  d&parture,  it  still  -  appieared  to 
be  considered  in  prospectitfe  ohly ;  and 
at  tbe  oondusion  of  a  ii^eek,  be'  forböre^ 
attuding  to  tbe  ffiture  entirely. 

His  prolonged  sojoum  gave  evident 
pleasuFe  tor  bis  sister;  and  as  sbe  ex- 
pressed no  surpise,  it  was  natural  for 
Constance  to  aecount  för  tbiiä  silence, 
imagining  bis  eontinuance  ät  Parlcwell 
to  proceed  from  tbe  aiSfection  be  enter- 
tained  towards  ber  amiable  friend ;  and 
shescrupled  not  to  confess  his  sodety 
was  a.great  addition  to  her  own  comfort, 
which  rece&ved  great  alloy  from  tbe  irrit- 
able/ fi'etfbl  disposition  Blanche  now ' 
cbme  t6  indülge,  ändwfaicb  WA  fair  to 
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ruin  all  podr  Marlowe*»  domestic  hap{tt« 
ne$s.  The  whole  of  her  ocmversation,  if 
oonveiwtion  i%  may  be  termed,  oonsist- 
ed  in  repining  at  the  cause  whicfa  pro- 
hibited  her  from  partidpating  in  many 
scenes  of  gaiety  that  others  of  her  y oung 
fiiends  were  now  enjoying,  or  in  look- 
ing  forward  with  chUdish  pleasuie  to 
the  time  when,  cmce  more  restored  to 
health  and  liberty,  Farkwell  should  be 
gayer  than  ever — ^her  theatrical  mania 
indulged  to  the  füllest  extreme^^no  ex- 
p^ice  spared  in  decorating  her  elegant 
litde  theatre,  of  which  Fitzowen  should 
be  the  Chief  Ornament ;  and  dedaring  no 
ridiculous  scruples  <^  Constanoe  should 
prevent  her  teazing  him  into  enacting 
tl^  hero  of  the  drama. 

Constanoe  every  moment  feit  more  and 
moreinclinedtoquarrel  with  her  ungrate» 
ful,  dissatisfied  sister,  and  more  diiqposed 
toregard  with  fratemal  aflfection  the  wdl- 
disposed^  good-humoured  Marlowe^  who 
bwe  all  the  tiresome  repinings  and  fod- 

ish 
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iih  phns  of  his  diacontented  wife  wüih« 
out  the  sligbtest  disoomposure,  seldom 
loplytng»  except  by  a  oat^less  laügfa,  or, 
when  tired  out  by  their  (»nstent  repeti^ 
tion,  giving  vent  to  a  hearty  yawn, 
and  then  addtng— ^'^  Please  yourself, 
Blandie ;  only  do  not  be  cross^  and  do 
not  spoiA  youF  beauty." 

Escaping  then  from  the  society  of  his 
wife,  be  would  join  the  two  friends  at 
their  work-table,  wfaere  Fitzowen,  oe- 
cupied  in  reading,  or  in  conversing  with 
them^  was  generally  to  be  fbund,  and 
the  .visoottot  then  was  happy,  by  inter- 
rupting  the  trio  with  a  thousand  tire« 
some  y<et  good*huinottred  tricks,  tili»  in 
despair  of  reniainin|g  quiet^  Fitzowen 
would  consent  to  his  plans  of  either  rid- 
ing  out,  playing  bilfiards,  or  accompa- 
nying  him.  in  a  fishing  excusion ;  any 
thin^  in  short,  to  kill  time-^^ny  thing 
was.^referable^  totbeyoung  husband^  to 
beiög  ishut  up  an  hour  in  his  wife's  bou« 
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ruin  all  podr  jMarlowe*»  domesttc  hap{tt« 
nessb  The  whole  of  her  conversation,  if 
oonversation  i^  may  be  termed»  oonwst- 
ed  m  repining  at  the  caute  whicfa  pro- 
hibited  her  from  participatiDg  in  many 
scenes  of  gaiety  that  others  of  her  yotmg 
fiiends  were  now  enjoying,  or  in  look- 
ing  forward  with  childish  pleasuie  to 
the  time  when,  once  inore  restored  to 
health  and  liberty,  Farkwell  should  be 
gayer  than  ever — ^her  theatrical  mania 
indulged  to  the  füllest  extreme^^no  ex- 
pmce  spared  in  decorating  her  elegant 
little  theatre,  of  whieh  Fitzowen  should 
be  the  Chief  Ornament ;  and  dedaring  no 
ridiculous  scruples  <^  Constanoe  should 
prevent  her  teazing  him  into  enacting 
the  hero  of  the  drama. 

Constance  every  moment  fdt  moreand 
moreinclinedtoquarrel  with  her  ungrate- 
ful,  dissatisfied  sister,  and  more  disposed 
toregard  with  fratemid  affection  the  wdl- 
disposed^  good-humoured  Marlowe,  who 
bwe  all  the  tiresome  repinings  and  fool- 

ish 
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\xy  ,tooäe  cdLegaot  little  present,  or  by  his 
pro^osing  some  little  excursdon,  which 
woüld.  tead  to  a  fine  old  ruin,  or  to  scnne 
picturesque  view^  whidi  would  fifibrd  a 
sulgect  for  tbe  jpencil ;  and  arrived  there, 
be  would  patiently  await  .the  leisure  of 
his  .  companiöns,  or  exert  himself  to 
faeighteh  their  enjoymeiit  by  any  means 
in  his  power.  . 

It  was  impossible,  ther€£)re»  to  feel 
.oAerwise  than  a£PectLonately  disposed 
töwäl^  this  kind-hearted  being,  nor  to 
feel  a  great  degree  of  pity,  when  regard- 
ing  his  future  prospects  in  life,  united 
to  a  woman  who,  thougfa  by.no  means 
his  superior  in  intellect,  aiid  &x  below 
him  in  excellenc»  either  of  temper  or 
di^sition,  was  but  too  much  indined 
to  undervalue  these  two  greatest  requi- 
ffltes  fbr  domestic  happiiiess,  and.  ap- 
peared  determined  upon  making  even 
his  easy»  satisfied  mind  writhe  under  the 
torments  which  a  fretful,  dissatisfied 
spouse  could  engender. 
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ruin  all  podr  >Iarlowe*8  domestic  hap{tt« 
ness.  The  whole  of  her  conversation,  if 
oonversation  i%  may  be  termed,  oonsttt* 
ed  in  repining  at  the  cause  whicfa  pro- 
hibited  her  from  partidpating  in  many 
sceneB  of  gaiety  that  others  of  her  young 
fiiends  were  now  enjoying,  or  in  look- 
ing  forward  with  chUdish  pleasuie  to 
the  time  when,  cmce  more  restored  to 
health  and  liberty,  Farkwell  should  be 
gayer  than  ever — ^her  theatrical  mania 
indulged  to  the  füllest  extreme^^no  ex- 
p^ice  spared  in  decorating  her  elegant 
little  theatre,  of  whieh  Fitzowen  should 
be  the  Chief  Ornament ;  and  dedaring  no 
ridiculous  scruples  <^  Constanoe  should 
prevent  her  teazing  him  into  enacting 
tl^  hero  of  the  drama. 

Constanoe  every  moment  feit  more  and 
moreinclinedtoquarrel  with  her  ungrate» 
ful,  dissatisfied  sister,  and  more  disposed 
toregard  with  fratemal  affection  the  wdl- 
disposed^  good-humoured  Marlowe^  who 
bwe  all  the  tiresome  repinings  and  fool- 

ish 
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no  longer  being  annoyed  by  the  con- 
stant  repetitkm  of  those  disoontented 
^pressions,  that  had  made  life  almoät 
a  burthen  to  him,  testified  bis  gratitude 
by  marks  of  approbation  peculiarly 
grateful  to  bis  cousin,  whose  wardrobe 
and  jewel-box  daily  increased  both  in 
sisse  and  value. 

During  this  time  Constance  received 
more  than  one  letter  from  her  guardiah, 
oouched  in  the  usual  lacotiic  style,  and 
Gommanding  her  soon  to  retum  to 
Brooklatids,  as  he  had  business  of  im- 
p(»*tance  to  transaet,  in  which  she  was 
kaplicated ;  but,  in  reply,  she  had  ex- 
pressed her  firm  determination  to  re- 
main  absent  until  the  time  allotted  for 
her  visit  at  Farkwell  had  expired.  But 
ere  that  periöd  arrived,  she  received 
intelligenoe  so  interesting  as  caused  her, 
most  sinoerely,  to  wish  she  had  aoted 
otherwise ;  for,  as  she  was  one  mornlng 
in  the  lil»ary,  in  Company  with  Adela, 
lord   Marlowe,   bis  mother,    and  wife, 

M  4  engaged 


4»»gag0d  in  lookuig  wer,  wif  h  tiie  latl«; 
;$ey^nd  befaitiful  views  aröuod  Editi- 
bwgb»  afid  Blancb«^,  imusnally  goo^ 
JimncHired,  Was  pointiog  out  to  hw  sift- 
tef^  Observation  iseveml  remarkaUe  fea- 
tures  in  the  l^ndscäpe  beforiB  them,  Fit2^ 
Owen  suddenly  entered  the  apartnient, 
and  Constance,  without.  reflectingf  on 
thß  treasonaUeconstruction.her  inatten- 
tion  to  tbese  explanatory  nqtes  would 
be  interpreted,  unconscipusly  räiiaed  ha* 
eyea  fron^  the  engravipgß,  and  smiled  a 
welcome  to  the  intt uder. 

No  sooner  was  this  d^reHetion  frann 
duty  observed  by  the  oaptipüs  vtscoim» 
tess,  than  she  started  up»  piished  her 
chair  witii  violence  away,  and  dartk^ 
towards  the  uneonseioiis  offendera  ä 
glance  of  mingled  passion  and  contempt» 
took  the  ready  arm  of  Miss  Alton,  and^ 
hurry  ing  to  the  other  end  of  the  room, 
threw  hersdlf  on  a  sofa,  and  gave  way 
to  a  complete^^  qfthe  nUlen. 

Lord  Marlowe  and  Miss  Fitzowtt 

lost 


lost  nothing  of  tbe  pretty  scene  and 
both  smiled,  though  from  difiS^ent 
cftuses^  at  tfals  display  of  petl^hness ;  but 
it  was  whoQy  thrown  away  upon  t^e 
two  prindpal  o£fenders  who  had  been 
the  causQf  et  it,  for  Concftance,  as  she 
looked,  and  by  a  smile  invited  tbe  nearer 
approach  of  Fitzowen,  remarked  bis 
oountehanee  was  more  than  usually  ani- 
mated ;  and  bis  answering  smile,  as  he 
bastened  tö  avail  himself  of  her  mute 
invitation,  betrayed  still  more  pleasur- 
able  feelings  than  ever  it  was^wont  to 
Iscover,  wben  receiving  sudi  a  token 
öf  bis  presenee  being  aceeptable. 

But  the  idea  tbat  he.  was.  now  tbe 
messenger  of  good  ti4ings  had  scaroely 
time  to  pass  acröss  the  mind  of  Con- 
stance,  ere  Fitzowen,  his  brilliant  eyes 
flashing  pleasure  as  he  spoke,  inquired 
if  sbe  had  any  oommands  for  bim  iii 
London,  as  he  hoped  to  be  on  bis  way 
thither  befbre  the  expiration  of  anothelp 
hour? 

M  5  Colouring 
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Cokmring  with  sürprisej  jEiiid  somö 
other  fedingy  which  she.  hää  neitfact 
time  nor  indination  to  aAdlyae,  Coo- 
sl»nee  bowed  in  reply»  as,  aomewhat 
coolly  thanking  faim,  she  Added — ^'^  I 
have  na  firiend  in  London  particuteir* 
ly  anxious  eithelr  to  hear  cf,  or  to'see 

Fitzowen  hughed»  and,  with  inoveas- 
ing  arcbness»  rgoined^— ''  Nofc  onQ  firiend 
in  the  whole  (äty .  of  London  !-^it.  is  ut- 
terly  impossible  r 

The  surprise  of  Constanoe .  ^as  no^ 
roin^ed  with  feelings  of  resatitOEient  at 
oonduct  and  languagesio  unuraal;'buk 
she  merely  »epeated  her  Ibrnite  words, 
though  in  a[  tone  yet  more  '^yUng; 

Fltssowen:  was  silmt  a  mwieiit,  bilt 
hi»  eountMance  itiU  rejtaiiiie4  itb?  anima- 
tion  it  had  evinwd  on  fint^iGtddvtmig 
hery  tili,  observiii^Ceinatonc^.  abmj>tly 
turnuQig  finm  hin»,  he  eeifeed  her  r^itfetent 
band,  andef^erly  eentinued — **  Dotdctt 
mortify  me  thus  craeHy — ^let  me  be  the 

bearer 


THE  UNGLES.  S51 

faearer  of  some  note,  or  an  afifectioriate 
message.  Surely  Miss  Arlingford  oan 
boast  some  acquaintanoe  in  town,  some 
£nend,  or  some  relation,  thoügli  perbaps 
in  a  degree  little  known  and  less^  esti- 
mated." 

*^  What  can  you  possibly  mean,  Lu- 
cius ?**  now  exdaimed  Adela,  approach- 
ing  her  still-animated  brother»  and  per- 
oeiving,  as  she  wi»  fuUy  con vinoed  Con- 
stance  did  also^  with  what  tender  inteiv 
est  he  was  regarding  her  fnend,  whilst, 
again  smiling,  he  sought  to  infuse  into 
her  mind  some  idea  of  the  happiness 
tfaat  awaited  her.  ^'  Lucius,"  continued 
Adela,  gently  tapping  bis.  Shoulder  with 
one  band,  as  for  one  instant  she  drew 
the  other  across  bis  eyes,  and  thus  re- 
stwed  bim  to  recollection — '^  Lucius/' 
she,  balf-whispering,  repeated,  ^  we  none 
<^  US  pretend  to  understand  tbe  lan- 
guage  of  tbe  deqf  and  dumb;  use, 
tberefore,  to  more  advantage,  tbe  organ 
of  speedi,  wbich  dame  Nature  has  in 
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teaMt^^  ilöt   daned,  you»   andr  use  ii 
quiclafy/' 

&ideawH]rihg^  ncm  to*woover  fconi 
the  eofifiision  >  o£  ideas  inlo  wbi<^ .  she 
had  beeh  pkinged,  Coiistenoe  regained 
some  portion  of  her  usual  sdf-oommfiiid^ 
aod,  half-smiling»  said-*^^  I<oerteinly  have 
heexi  y&ry  dnll  Aot  to  reccUect  nay  ünde 
Bedicigfield,  wfao,  most  probably»  Mr. 
Fitzowen  is  aware,  will  be  found  in 
London ;  and  if  there  is  time  befefe 
your  departure/'  she  continaed,  onee 
niore  looking  up  at  Fitzowen/ bat  starte 
ing  ät  the  expression  of  bis  cx)ii]steiianoe, 
she  päused  again,  and  then  esdaimed-^ 
'*  Are  you  thinking— are  you  talkihg  of 
uncle  Bedingfield  ?" 

''  And  can  you  think  of  no  oth» 
friend  or  relative?^  Fitzoweh»  agnon 
gently  taking  her  band»  replied«««^**  Is 
there  no  otfaeir  absent  much-loved 
friend  who  would  bedeligbted  tohear 
from  you — to  see  you  cwace  moce  ?" 

"  Oh,  Mr.  Fitzowen !"  exdaimed  Con- 

stance. 


rtfttice/  gai^^g  for  breattf,  lobking  cfa* 
getly  at  him,  arid  thougfa»  each  mottettt, 
tbe  ideä  tfaftit  fläshed  dcrosGf  hei»  ibiibd 
seemed  more  unlikely  to^  be  reaiizedf 
yet,  eadi  sucMedlng  möttieDt;  it  beokme 
raofe  vivid. — **  Can  yöu  ihean  tbat  IVe^ 
Ifiwtiey — ^that— — '' 

''  Ellen»**  sfae  would  liav^  added ;  bui 
now  tbe  powers  of  articulation  failed,  ad 
sttddenly  tbe  tbou^t  oceurred,  tbat 
Trelawney  would  not  bave  been  in  Eng* 
land,  except  to  inform  ber  Ellen,  ber 
beloved  Ellen,  was  no  more. 

A  second  glanoe  at  tbe  brilliant,  an!- 
mated  countenanoe  of  Fitssowen  banisbi 
ed  for  ever  tbat  borrid  }lbai)totn  whicfa 
a  too  great  ei&citation  ofheftes  had,  fof 
an  instant,  placed  befbre  ber  mental 
view ;  in  tnat  glance  sbe  read  a  oonfir- 
mation  of  the  deligbtful  idea  tbat  bacl 
first  Struck  ber ;  and  wheii  Fftzoweh' 
basten^  to  repiy— **  You  are  rigbt,  mj* 
swe6t  friend— Trelawney  and  hid'wifö 

are 


8M  THE  UKCLE& 

are  oertaiiily  returned  to  Etigland«"  she 
feit  not  more.  assured  of  the  &ct  than 
ehe  had  done  on  first  readiiig  it  in  his 
expressive  eyes. 

Adela  reiterated  tbe  intelligence  to 
the  assembled  party,  whäst  Constanoe, 
springing  across  the  room,  and  folding 
her  arms  round  lady  Marlowe,  exdaim- 
ed-r***  Ellen  is  retumed  to  us,  dear 
Blanche :  oan  we  wi^  for  ^eater  hap- 
piness?" 

-  "  I  am  very  glad — I  shall  be  very 
happy  to  see  her  again ;  but  you  will 
spoil  tbe  fiill  I  have  round  my  throat 
if  your  ecstacies  continue  much  longer»" 
with  tears  ^  of  vexation  Blandie  replied, 
as  she  disengaged  herseif  firom  her  sis* 
ter. 

Miss  Altem  flew  towards  her  patient, 
and  sueoeeded,  happily,  in  rectifying 
tbe  disorder  she  had  sustained»  whilst 
Constance  was  receiving  the  kind  con- 
gratulations  of  all  her  other  friends, 

though 
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ugh  henelf  unable  to  speak,  not  even 
thank  Fitzowen  for  oommunicating 
'  li&ppy  tidings. 

^dela  was  the  person  who  at  length 
)ught  of  inquiring  from  what  source 
r  brother  had  reodved  such  transport» 
;  intelligence ;  arid  after  a  litde  hesi- 
:ion  Fitsowen  smilingly  replied— 
rhe  messenger  waits  withouf  Un* 
>sing  the  door,  he  beckoned  the  latter 
advance ;  and  Constanoe»  in  the  next 
stant,  was  in  the  arms  of  her  l»x)ther 
relawney. 


CHAP. 
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CH AFTER  XV. 


WilEN  Gonstgnoe  faad  r^Btned  a  little 
i^mposure,  slie  eagerly  requested  of  Tre- 
laivney  to  explain  th€  cause  of  his  unex- 
pctetM  äpp^raiice ;  but  evading  her  re- 
quett,  whh  remarking  jooosely  on .  the 
largeshare  of  curiositysbeihfaeritedfrom 
their  common  granddame,  he  a£fection- 
ately  pressed  her  hand,  and  continued 
— *^  Ketum  with  me  to  London,  my 
dear  tister,  where  I  have  left  Ellen,  anx- 
ioudy  waiting  our  appearance,  and  every 
ditumstance,  even  the  most  dark  and 
xnysterious,  shall  be  explained.'' 

''  But  at  least  you  will  teil  me  if  dear 
Ellen  is  in  good  health,"  Constance, 
half-laughing,  rejoined,  ''  and  you  will 
perhaps  have  no  objedion  to  say  how 

long ** 

"  How 
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^^  How  long  I  was  aft  Brooldartds  f 
again  Trelawney  kiterruptecl.  *'Duiittg 
the  Space  of  two  entire  days  was  I  i;here, 
employed  in  the  vain  ta4k  of  distof  er- 
iiig  where  you  had  hiddell  yoüMelf. 
(Hd  John,  yoa  well  know»  will  iitö^er 
fatffve  ine  forranning out tft the  kifig- 
dorn  with  poor  EU^  \  he  thei«fbiie 
would  not  {xmdesoend  tö  iamwer  iAf 
interrogatories»  and  in  vidfl  ilid  I  repc^ 
to  your  ondte,  tw«nty  titfie»  ah  hoür — 
'  Wheve  shall  I  find  MiM  Cküistanoe  At- 
lingford?*— '  Miss  Constanee  Artmg- 
ford  !*^I  know  her  liot  P  Wäs  all  the  te- 
fTly  this  seoond  Delphic  oracle,  amid 
donds  of  snioke,  thnndered  out. 

^Ms  Constanee  then  married  ?*  was 
my  next  query,^  Trelawney  tont imted ; 
'*  and  the  answer  I  received  to  my  ii»- 
qiiiry  will  never  be  fwgotten ;  eVen 
now  it  rings  in  my  deafened  ear." 

'^  Pray  repeat  it;"  was  the  reqaest  of 
Adela,  and  was  repeated  hy  every  one 

present. 
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present,  except  the  surpirised  Coustance 
and  the  half-nervoiis  Fitzowen. 

"  I  cannot,''  retumed  Trdiawiiey. 

Ccm&tanGe  started»  yet  feit  somewfaat 
relieved  by  this  as&urance,  whilst  lord 
Marlowe  exckiimed — ^'  You  cannot^ 
man  !-~what  ails  your  power  of  speedi  ? 
Have  you  not  just  now  d^edared  Nunky^s 
answer  will  never  be  forgotten»  and  that 
even  now  it  rings  in  your  ears?" 

"  Aye,  those  are  my  veiy  words/'  re- 
tumed Trelawney,  souling ;  '^  but  agmn 
I  declare  it  is  utterly  out  of  my  power 
to  give  you  any  idea  of  the  answer  I 
received  to  thie  simple  question — ^^  Is 
Constanoe  Artingford  married  V  for  tbat 
you  were  not  deadi'  he  continuedy  ad- 
dressing  the  latter,  ''  I  had  pr^oudy 
ascertained.'' 

''  Wdl»  well,  never  mind,"  Constanoe 
now  impatiently  exdaimed ;  ^  a  truce 
to  this  part  of  your  tale,  my  dear  bro- 
ther !  All  the  present  Company  are  well 
aware  I  am  yet  Single,  and  require  not 

to 
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to  hear  tbat  tniism  was  assert^  fay.  the 
oracular  Ups  of  uncle  Arlingford.'' 

*^  But  unde  Arlingford  did  not  assert 
it/'  Trelawney,  laughing  at  her  impa- 
tienoe»  replied.    ^  All  the  Information  he 

^ve  was  comprised  in ^in  a  sudd^n» 

oyerpowering,  overwhelming  burst  of 
ktttgbter,  I  suppose  the  stränge  noise 
mmU  in  courtesy,  be  designated ;  biit» 
on  my  honour!  I  do  believe  the  like 
noise  was  never  heard  on  eartb.  See, 
Marlowe^'*  oontinued  Trelawney,  point- 
ing  to  Constance»  ^*  his  pocxr  little  ward 
tums  pale  at  the  very  mention  of  her 
unde's  gaiety.  Whal^  does  h^  often 
treat  thee  with  these  fits  c^  mirth,  Con- 
stance?" 

"  Oh,  very  often !"  Constance,  at- 
tenipting  to  laugh,  yet,  in  a  iaint  tone, 
r^ied;  ^but  dwell  no  longer  upon 
that  theme,  and  pray  hasten  to  inforoi 
US  from  whom  you  at  length  discovered 
the  clew  to  my  present  residence." 

"  From 
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•*  jVöm  my  old  firieiid  Öelapre,  wfto 
anived  at  -  Brooklands  as  I  was  ön  the 
point  of  ^uitting  it ;  and  hastenmg  back 
tö  London,  where  I  bad  left  Ellen,  wbo, 
I  boped,  would  be  able  to  strike  out 
some  better  plan  for  discovering  your 
retreät  than  I  conld  efiect.  Bat  Dela- 
prie'd  intelligence  relieved  my  änxiety, 
restored  üiy  good-humour,  and  ethilä- 

■  •        « 

rated  my  depressed  spirits. 

**  Yoür  old  guardian,  Con^tante/' 
^i^läwnöy  ttteii  cöntinüed,  "  äppeared 
also  to  recehre  ben^fit  by  the  aiii^al  öf 
bis  new  visitor.  He  condeseended  to 
shake  haniää  witfa  tne  at  parting,  and,  tö 
iny  increased  as^onisbment,  growled  otlt 
something  like  a  hope  of  seeing  me  wkh 
Ellen  at  Btooklands,  as  soon  as  y  ou  re- 
türned  there;  but  that  kivitation,  my 
dear  sister,'*  Trelawney,  with  more  gra- 
vity,  continued,  **  I  cannot  accept,  even 
to  oblige  ^llen's  and  my  best  fiiend 
and  sister :  tfaerefore,  if  you  wish  to  see 

Mrs. 
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Mr$.  Trela>!irney,  lose  no.time  in  pad^- 
ing,iti>  yöui*  goods  and  cbattelsi  an()  I 
\9)U  €^cort.ypu.to  her  as  sppn'as  p(>$sible." 

Constanc^  wiis  ri^ing  lyith  a}|iqrity  to 
prepare  for.  her  ünei^ptected  journ^-.  and 
l<^d  M^rloiye  was»  good-humouredly^ 
oaia;^?ncing  a  protest  agaiiisit  such  Iif  sty 
ni0aj}uref;^  when  a  viol^^i  hysteri^al: 
sQite^Q  fifpm  Blanche,  succeeded  by  a. 
passion  of  teprs,  electiified ;  the  whole 
party, 

:  ''.I  am  the  most  unfortpnate,  most 
unhappy  cr^ature  in  th$  whole  world !" 
sbe  at  length  sobbed»  or  ratfaer  screamed 
out — **  deserted,  forgotten,  unpitied  by 
all  n^y  own  relations — at  this  time — 
now»  whien  tbe  society  of  a  sister  is  my 
(MjJiy  cwwlation !  I  wisb,  most  hefurtily 
wi^bi.  that  l  was  dead !" 

Si)pcked  ^t  this  public  display  of  evU 
teinp^r  and  wome  prindple,  temfied  at 
the  idea  of  tb^  lopnsequences  tbat  might 
T^ia\t  from  s\ich  vehemence,  Constance 
remained  pale. and  aghast»  gazlQgon  her 

infuriated 
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iirfttriated  envious  sister;  wiiilst  the 
cbwager  viscoantess  tumed  haughtily 
from  her  daugfater,  and,  with  a  majestic 
Step,  walkisd  out  of  the  room. 

Ade}a  feit  more  than  half  inclined  to 
fbUow  her  example,  but  a  look  froxa  her^ 
brother,  supplicating  her  not  to  desert 
Constance,  made  her  irresolute,  whikt 
lord  Marlowe,  colouring  highly  as  he 
sat  tapping  bis  boot  with  the  whip  Tre- 
lawney  had  laid  down,  and  trying  to 
whistleoiThis  confusion,  at  length  found 
voice  to  say — "  Pho,  nonsense,  Blanche! 
this  is  not  a  time  for  any  of  us  to  give 
way  to  selfish  regrets ;  who,  amongst  us, 
will  do  otherwise  than  feel  the  loss  of 
Constance  ?  But  poor  Mrs.  Trelawney 
has  endured  a  much  longer  Separation 
from  her  than  even  now  you  are  called 
upon  to  sustain.  ReeoUect,  Miss  Alton 
will  still  be  with  you ;  and  to  speak  the 
honest  truth,  I  must  even  add,  that 
lately  you  have  preferred  her  society  to 
either  your  sister's  or  mine.** 

«  Have 
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•*  Have  either  you  or  Mr.  Fit20wen 
allowed  me  to  enjoy  the  sodety  of  any 
otber  person  than  Miss  Alton  ?**  retorted 
the  angry  viscountess. 

**  Say  no  more»  dearest  Blanche,"  with 
a  ciimsöned  cfaeek,  Constanoe  hastily 
interrupted  her;  ^  if  my  projected  joar- 
ney  gives  you  the  least  disqiiietude,  I 
will  give  it  up  instanüy.  Forgive  the 
thoughtlessness  of  my  intentions — ^im- 
pute  my  eagemess  again  to  see  our  EU 
len,  to  any  other  motive  than  want  of 
afiPeetion  for  yourself ;  and  rest  atoured 
I  shall  remain  here  with  pleasure.  Only 
-*-"  And  now  Constanee  blushed  a  little, 
besitated  a  litüe  more,  and  then,  half- 
laughing,  resumed,  in  a  quieker  tone — 
^'  Ohly  do  not  let  me,  to-morrow  mom« 
ing,  find  the  door  of  your  dressing-room 
loeked  upon  me ;  and  do  not  allow  your 
abigail  to  keep  me  waiting  more  than 
tOA  minutes  befbre  she  vouchsafes  to 
open  it,  only  to  say — '  Her  mistress 

does 


daes;iiot  wisbto  See  Miss  Ariingfmd  tili 
tbeliour  of  dinner" 

BJancifae  did  loek  somewhat  oonfused 
at  this  just  rebuke ;  ndther/  Fitzowen 
QOt  bis  sister  could  restrain  tbe  smile  at 
the  quiet  way  in  wfaioh  the  little  ma^ 
lieioüs  diirt  was  tbrown ;  and  lord  Mar- 
lowe»  after  warmly.  thanking  Gonstanoe 
tost  the  lesson  of  ^self^damal  she  faad  given 
hinir  eagerly  continued^—*^  Bat.  I  know 
nQ^reaaon  wby  Trelawney  sbould  not 
let  iisisee^  in  this  instanoe,  the  justness 
of  OUT  nursery  jMX)verl>~'  If  tbe  moan- 
t^in  icannot  move  to  Mahcnnel^  Malkv 
met  Gau  mave  to  the  mountain;'  I  have 
a  little  altered  the  words,''  he,  laughüig, 
coirtiAaed;  ''  but  the  sense  is  stiU  the. 
same.;  ergo^  '  if  Constance  cannot  join 
Mjrs»  Trelawney  in  London«  cannot  yonr 
carriage»  Blanche,  convey'  yomr  sister 
ESlen  to  Farkwell  ?  and  I  <  am  certatn 
Tfelawney. cannot  object  to  a  plan  that 

wiU  jso  essentially  promote  thehappineiHii 

of 
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of  oui:  disonterested,  self-denying,  a0ecr 
ticmate  Cc^stanoe  ?'' 

Constance  observed  a  dpud  gather  on 
Trela^itdiey's  brow»  as  he  listened  to  this 
propositipn  of  bis  kind  he^rt^d,  well«- 
Hlfsining  brotber ;  and  when  again  urged 
by  tbe  jatter  to  ooiisent  to  tfae  plan,  be 
coolly  declined  availing  bimself  of  bis 
kindness,  on  the  plea  of  EUen's  bealth 
having  lately  been  mucb  sbattered ;  and 
at  last  it  was  evident  to  Constance  he 
was  averse  to  being  left  in  London,  as 
inevitably  he  mu3t  then  have  been,  with- 
out  bis  usual  .companion. . 

With  a  sigh  of  disappointment,  Ckm- 

•stance  tbeh  iqqu^red  if  bis  retuip  to 

Londpp  could  not  be  ppstponed  untU 

the  next  day ;   but,  on  bis  replying  in 

the  nemtive,  md  saying,  the  business 

he  ww  eQ^^ged  in  there  was  so  ex- 

^tremdiy  intrioate  and  perplexing,  that 

bis  friend,  Mn  Fit^owen,   had  offered 

..ta  retum  with  bim  and  as^st  in  unra- 

.velUng  1%,  and  that  at  the  expiration  of 

,  TOL.  II.  N  anotber 
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another.  höur,  ihty  bstttnAeA  io  'stttt 
again  for  London,  she  Imstened  to  Wiite 
a  fefw  fines  to  her  bekrved  EHen. 

tlharged  ^ith  hmumerable  messages 
ftcnxi  Constanoe  and  Adete,  Tiidawney^ 
ün  promking  fais  ivife  sfaoüM  tiot  lose 
one  amid  the  thonsand  his  memoty  w« 
burthened  with,  at  Itönglh  racoeeded  &l 
Yiresftdng  ürom  tti6  party. 

Blairche  mer^ly  de^ed  to  be  lemem- 
bered  to  'her  dister,  when  Fitzowen  m- 
K^ulred  her  ootntnanSs ;  andfaepioiufthig 
to  V6ei\fy  lany  omissidn  läs^^d  rxß^ 
be  guilty  of,  Wh^,  ti^eathig  lAn  ctiffl* 
Mdt'  lesson  to  Mrs.  TtdAMmey,  he  sprang 
IntAf  Ühe  cfaai$e  lAso,  änd  Ooilstänce  txntSA 
tfaeti  no  lönger  restrain  her  feäitogs  6f 
rfegret.  In  AdeSa  i^e  ^ound  a  länd 
sythpalihishig^lefid  and  cotiifinMr. 

Blanche  havmg  gäiited'^har^Känt,  iM- 
^l€icthig  even  to  express  Ühe  dBghüttt 
^tStude  fbr  tiie  ^afiectiqn  thtit  httk 
prömpted  her  i^isiter  to  deftr  meetik^ 
'£nen,  quietly  retired  to  lier  hoüä^ür, 

'and 
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iad  in  Um  sMÜe^  of  Miss  i^Utcm  appeat^ 
fid)  forüie  renMÜMler^tfaat  day,  to  hafre 
fbisoMen  any  odior  vbitor  ivm  uiider 
krioo£ 

3ut  Cbüstanoe  4<Afi  Tevrarddd  för  her 
«df-dBimi^  wheiiy  «t  tfae  dawn  <9^  tbe  M- 
kvmag  mänkiag,  3oifl  lÜfarlüivie  tlit)i$e]f 
täpped  at  the  dow  cf  !hef  HÜAumheT,  tmd 
announoed  the  glad  tidings  of  her  sifirter% 
safety,  and  the  birth  of  a  lovely  boy. 
The  rapturesr  of  the  youthful  father, 
himself  scaroely  nmeteen^  were  surpass- 
ed  only  by  the  evident  &elings  of  proud 
delight  with  whlch  the  dowager  lady 
Marlowe  regarded  the  hek-apparent  to 
•die  fiiture  tittemd  ^egtmn  dT  her  ^oil^s 
teniily. 

Blmdie'ahb  was  heardlio  expve^  sft- 
.tisilctioti  «II  Ihe  bifth  dP  her  cfaiM,  when, 
«t>the  '^Mimtihision  -of  tite  finit  vfeA  6f  its 
iUb^  Mifi»  JdtdA  4ediffed  her  dear  coit- 
^  lta«t»  idüce  betean^fyiemd^  ^aily  m- 
^jMM«d  tu  ibettut^f  «ad  ^Mäd  loek  hanfl- 
iMiner  ^hM  irvcr»   i9»tieti  perifeeHy  '<«- 

N  8  stored 
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stored  to  strength.  Beihg  convinoed, 
froit)  the  reflection  of  her  glass,  tbat 
Miss  Alton's  dedarations  were  founded 
in  truth,  the  young  viscountesis  &müed 
kindly  on  her  first-bom  habe,  and,  with 
an  air  of  self-<x)mplaceii(y»  added*— '*  M  ar- 
lowe  is  right!  the  little  brät  does  resem- 
ble  bis  ni,other-~he  certainly  is  a  pretty 
Infant." 


CHAPTER  XVL 


Mbs.  Trelawney^  aiiswer  to  the  aflfeo- 
tionate  note  which  Constance  had  given 
wto  Fitzowen's  Charge  to.  deUver^  ac- 
oompanied  by  a  few  congr^tulsitory  lioea, 
addressed  to  Blanche,  of  whps?  ßafety 
and  additional  happiness  lord  Marlowe 
had  written  an  acoount,  was  receiTed 
with  the  grmtest  delight  by  her  ypung* 
.e^  sister»  whilst  to  Adela  sbe  wrote  an 

acknoir- 


tHE  ÜNCLES.  Ä69 

acknowledgxnent  of  the  kiiidness  Tre- 
lawney  had  received  from  Mr.  Pitzowen. 
— "  Your  brothei'S  memory,*'  she  con- 
tinued,  **  is  still  more  tenadous  than  is 
tiiat  of  Constanoe,  who,  even  from  her 
childhood,  has  been  wont  to  astonish 
our  friends  by  the  strength  of  her  reteii- 
tive  feculti^/'  Reverting  to  the  sanie 
subject  in  her  letter  to  Constance,  Mrs.» 
Trelawney  added — "  Without  the  able 
hints  and  oft-repeated  prornpting  of 
Fitzowen,  I  much  fear  great  part  of 
my  beloved  sister's  kind  remembranoes 
and  afiectionate  charges  to  take  great 
care  of  my  health,  would  most  likely 
have  been  not  forgottetiy  but  omitted, 
at  that'time;  yet  I  must  not  allow  you 
to  cherish  any  resentment  agtiinst  Tre- 
lawney on  such  an  aceount.  Indeed,  my 
dearest  Constance,  he  means  not  to  of- 
fend  US;  but  bis  mind  is  just  now  much 
oceupied  with  business  of  sttli-greater 
importance — ^the  same    which  obliged 

N  8  him 


tbQ]f^$  Hivit^tion  to  Visit  Pwkwell.  Mc 
FitQOWW  trikr  Qie  70U»  looked  every 

(nvaljyei^  tenn^  pow  Lipnel  «dded--^*  M)9 
fefiiflid  waa  iaeloded  in  bis;  hat  Jim 
must  not  be  angry  .witfa  my  b^usbaiAd» 
dearest  girl !  for  iodeed  fae  oeiiHiol^  hen 
to  be  separated  from  me a  d^^.  and  ■■»> 
In  &ßU  I  oaust  adcnowlodg^  that  mhen 
you  aee  i»s  togetibec,^  it  wifi  at  fimt  atrUw 
you  Tselawaey  is  a  M^M  sgoiled  l^  \m 
fimdly-i^tto^hQd  vfti&  ;  but;  I  smvktet  y<m 
bia  ahattered  »erve«  and  boai^  ceqiliM 
er^y  indidgeinee :  anA  bqit  tfeat  i  h«w 
toudtod.  €«^  thia  anlisißcjii,  Ifliti  m^  go 
tbf^u^  yriük  i%»  mi  fwsb  b)f  rfi|Qes(ft 
ing  yw  not  lo  af^pear  swaibte  ^'  my 
finble,  vben  ai(  last  we^  mi^t  i^ini.  Btf 
asauredr  that  I  am  happy-~m)9|  iiwyi!nb 
in  ihe  weddad  State' ;  beKei9^iiQt;o1iM«i 
wiae  £»- om  mooMHat ;  aitd  bcfievfe  ifmabo 
to  remaiak  ever  gratefuV  &r  tbe)  exoi 

tiona 


tyip^youi  ijMde  ia  $eQwe  qay  hiq^wc;$84 
most  affeetipnately  aand  sweenely:»  y^ouir 


Constnom  »ot  a  U^e.w<  If  Ellqm"  sbn 

intlj  To  knowr  my  bwtfloy«}  witm 
um  biifi^  as  My  tnortal  cm  fmmk^ 
baoneartilt,  wo^ld»  ItbwK  OMbleo» 
ior  loot  ifllh  xetignikion^  if  mt  wtk 
ebedrfiiliiess^  «1  tibe  pM^)ect  (^  ^ 
tiu^  faMI  pärt  q£  my  Iife  aft  BraoUand^ 
with  unole  iüdikigfi^id  my  jinadpal 
coinpanioii.  If  the  siqqporl  nqr  aim4 
hitherto  has  rested  upofi  be  bov  taddeA 
alfmir^Hif  I  fini  thafe  my  rdUalili^  iblly 
has  dMinr^ie^  auoi  seemad».  poon  Ellmfs 
ftlkily,  l  mttsi  not  thiah  ^  it/'  and 
GoivtaBae  bkahad  as  the  iAn  crossed 

n4  her 
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her  mind — **  I  must  remember  unde  Ar- 
Hngford  is  mortal  like  myself." 

The  many  painful  recollections  that 
foUowed  EUen's  cotumuhications  were 
at  length  intemipted  by  the  entranee  of 
Adela,  who,  approaching  her  with  an 
open  letter  in  her  band,  smilhig^  ex- 
claimed — **  I  suspect,  Constanoe,  my 
eorirespondent  has  been  möre  open  in 
his  Communications  than  youl*  sister;" 
and  in  a  playful  manner  she  held  her 
letter  out  toward3  the  now-blushing 
Constance ;  then^  ha$tily  withdrawing 
it — ^^  No/'  she  continued,  "  it  will  p«- 
haps  be  infringihg  upon  Mrs.  Trelaw* 
ney's  wishes.  Perhaps  she  may  have 
some  very  püticiilar  reäson  for  ddSshiiig 
her  redtal,  and  I  shäll  disobiige  her  by 
premätnrely  mentionihg  the  knbwledge 
I  have  attained." 

''  And  I,''  rgomed  Constance,  N^lffbr 
ing,  ^  have  not,  of  cöurse,  the  siiMdkst 
curiosity  to  be  Wiser  oh  this  mystenöus 
point,  until  it  is  EUen's  will  and  pIeJEu 

sure 
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silre  to  divulge  the  secretb  No^,  is  not 
this  assuranoe,"  with  an  ai^cb  ^miee :  at 
her  friend,  she  continued,  '^  e^caotly 
what  ypu  intended.  I  should.  make^  pui^ 
po0e)y'  to  aUow  you  the  l^pptness  pf 
J^plyiög — *  You  are.  the  only  jS^nmle 
I  know.  who  is  totaJly  dey^  of  curU 
pwty?'! 

"  You  are  a  most  saucy  girl,"  Adela^ 
laughing  also,  replied,  ^*  and  deserye  not 
to  be  rewarded  for  your  impertinence ; 
but  Lucius  wrote  his  letter  purposejiy 
for  your  edification,  I  am  wel)  aware; 
and  if  I  do  not  read  it  to  you,.  tb^  irnio- 
cent  will  be  punished  with  the  guilty." 

Adela  now  agün  offered  her  ^rpther's 
letter  to  Cons^nce ;  but  Constance,  in 
her  turn,  drew  back,  whilst,  hesilating 
and  colouring,  she  said— ''  This  i$  all 
supposition  on  your  part,  Adela;  there- 
fore,  unless  L  can  be  better  satisfied  on 
that  pqint,  I  will  not  read:  your  brotfaer's 
letter.  He  may  consider  it  a  breach  of 
confidenoe,  in  his  sister,  and  as  BUen^ 

N  5  you 


yott  flfl^  kas Roe meafibBAi  tO'Me-lllt 

üig  wMi'ltevd^^rltom  Lutea»  htts^imt- 
ten  such  a  glowing  description  ?  feM 
«he»  ^tredUca^  yott«  to  G%H)riid^  MaL 

feenti^  Cte9t»nee  replüMPr  ^  mrt  the  leint 
Mut!  Whom  are yMT  sped^g'e^  Aiii9- 
k?  what  beautiföl  gki  ^m  your  ton* 
ther  se«n-  and^  admüpecD  m  extremdiy? 
Bflfeii  ha9  nolalfti^fed^airireoinpaiiion. 
Good-Retfvcn  ?  what  eanshe^mean  ?^ 

'•Tön  sinir  heearr  rettonied>  üiicMit, 
ceoyposedfy  dpming-her  firottier^  letter. 
^'Prathiertliinft^'*  sRe  oontliiiied^  s^PP^ 
tenüy  n&d  oteervihg^Ase-agitfttioi)'  of 

ney^  ^rougbt  tbtfr'  ytHuig"  strenger  vriXh 
berflom  theCape.  Lueitas^wrltes-M^  and 

then 


vttc  tfMCLsr.  S9S 


Pen  fMMed»~^in^o  the  fMUmtst  of 
eptMidearei  I'^tn^att^preMiitigiioiDMill^ 
V  MthertoJ  httv^  had  iio<  itpjiortttiiitEf 
?  oonvOTding'  wi4l  Mm  %dfvi!(nnp  or 
w  snbjMltf  I'  0iti  otdyv  9A  jiiti|Ciii% 
ti€felb«ev  dtirell'  ttpoo'  tbe>  pmMüal  ap^* 
eannce  of  Mfto  Mtd^^em^.  MiUeti'  is"  ef 
he  mo8t  interesting  characttt»  A  raoit 
leavrtAfti^  gM  I  netw  beMd^t  itid«ai,  I 
my*s&3r»  one  80^  t^^  iomly  ha&aever 
net  ray  view.  Gertrade^  teMtmn  ave 
lA  eritfeallf  fihe*  andl  perftetljp  reguha», 
prihSbt  tbe  hmgaov  that  perradies*  her 
lyiphJBte  Ibrttt^  and  her  ClM>rouglH  aft- 
nK»t-h)&irtlfe'he^68Meb8j  oHi^^her 
to  cBhg  Ibr  Support  onr  the  kindness  of 
her  fifiettdiü;  iRcrease*  tKe*  inteifeat^  bdr 
genc^  appealwMSf'exoifeai  a»  A  dso^en- 
gc^'Otrr  pity  and  yegwrd.'^ 

«"^  And^  M rdi  TtAtmuff  hm  nof  mei». 
tionedfthis  ifatercstihjg^  &MinatlA^1ieftig 
mfeterleMler?^  ikdefo»  abliiptly  pauiliigi 
and^ldeftitag'up'  at  Oamtancie^  exelllttad. 

^JVM'onewoidl  Ims' she^wiAWMh  ^i 

the 


fthe  siilgeft  *»,  but  pfiy  &^lfh  yotir  ihgö^ 

Burpwf  at  EUw'jS  ufiaceouqtal^le  silenee 
.-^II  attmition;to  your  hrotb^fs  glomtig' 
deacaiptian'  (ai» »ydu  havfe  terqoed.it)  jof 
thiß  p/pdigy;' . 

i  . A4^  v^itho^t  ^tkßl  comitient, .  in- 
ftantly  resuined  rea^iDg.— ".  Until .  my 
anival  iii  Lon^oOi^Mrs.  Trelawney  tell$ 
^me  Grertrtt4e  ju^;  p^v^r, :  in  jtbe^iiirhali^ 
•f^Urfie  9f .  her  l^ia,  wall^  a  hundüe^ 
^MlCß»  at  a  time; ;bi|t  thesel^t  twp.day« 

• 

she  has  been  p^evailed  upon  to  ex^rt 
heirself  a  littte  mpre,  and,  with  tbe  aid 
of  my  anpi  and  that  of  Trelaii^ney'ß  bro- 
ther,  has  actually  teken  a  sbort  $tcctU  w 
tbe  Regenfs  Park ;  npr  did  sbe.i^pear 
40.  mi)cb  &t|gued  by  an  '^ertl<M(i  sa  ex« 
tiBoidinary  as  xnig^t  hav^  been,  ioia- 
.giQed*  Mrs.  Trelawi^  is  all  Ia94pew 
.to  her  lovely  prot^gäe  ■:  sioipetimes  I  anot 
to  think.  her  toö  indolgent» 

seeking 


seeking  te  gratify  every  wisb  she  Ak- 
pr^sses,  and  ni^lecting  to  oombat  wittw 
orendeavdiiT  to  oonqucr,  that^^intive  iqh 
doletiee  af,mind  whioh  is  Gedrade'6 
greatert  fault.  Bat  Mrs,  Trelawhey« 
principal  cAject  is  to  make  theoi^haii 
ji^rl  as  happy  as  her  foriom  aibUtion 
\^illadmit;  and  indeed  the  tinle';9iid 
attention. of  this  excdkat^womaii  ^.  so 
wholly  »igrossed  by  her  buriband, .  that 
it  would  bealaiofiti]»po8siUe.fori^;td 
un^ertake  so '  arduQna .  a .  taskl  as  .  Gerr! 
trude'sfr^nhah'oft  op^tfait  pobiA'wmild 
prove.  Neither .  will  TreWwney  bear  of 
auch  a  plan  being  enteced  upoxL  Has 
sweet  wife  was  conyersing^yestecdajr 
wiUi  me  upon!  the  Bubjoot^^ivbäiiiicxi^ 
iidefid  interrupted  beriby  säying<r-i^W;hat 
nonkense»  £lk»,  it  is  to  imagaoie  ly^ii 
can  make  Gertnide  better  !  In  seeking 
tö  make  her.differer|fe.to.wfaat$he'now 
is^  you  will  övAy  tormeat  ätiA  make  imt 
unhappy :  ishe-  is  too  iold  to  .cboeg^ 
(GertFude  is  scaveely  fifteeo^.  »y-..daAr 

sister). 


Gkmsbttidefaö  btrinfilawtfaflBgL.  YqiLfaav^ 
etficr  emfitiyUk^D^  I  enn»b  faeur  yaa 
to^her^laag  sfiseiit  froixL . me ;  my  hnkfc 
MipiiveB  all'  yotit  Mtfenticni;  s^  dem 
Wißo^  da  notbcglcet  mev  büt  pnrf  wail 
fiir  Canstanoii  to  BftVMnodicii  ^ur  pa« 

Agam  GuBstroce  fdit  utteiitjQ  om  h^ 
tiirtcr^a  aottmiit;  ät  hemagi^  vu  «cfiotid 
titxie^  of  tiietti  fidUprib  dwto  ixKtUe  dispo* 
sitiioti  of  TMliTm0||p9  hat  net  widJkig.to 
iiicntiDiii  luv  Akttn^  she  diA  noit  atiaeiiipt 
to  mtamqit  her  IHbnd/  wllä)  .contimie4 
«i^"^  GeMnide  httaelf  caqdret«.  an  ani» 
9«fct  4Mire  td«  knovr»  tlie  sisfcnr'  of  hev 
||imrdai»i  add^lfii  tfiekksietjft  of  ycui  ^1»^ 
gn«  andJbi^ldf'Ciite^  Adbi 

kv  laiacRliaiH^  thib siüaet gisl wffi «oi 

li^»iipted*Ck)ii8ikni^  iH*h  aismilcv  aod 
Itta^tbneboidlsriiq^aMittliei^n  th(»!fl|»tt» 
tlou^^jB^aie' m^  a  flßWMteflRig»» 

Fitzowen's 
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tzowen'a  wwiplimentaFy  % le  1 1  MiUl 
agiae  every  thing  pcoper  to<  b«  spMb'n 
ery  thing  calculuted  to  eixite  mf^ 
nity»  and  ruae  my  seliloonimt  to  tbe 
sgbt  that  will  be  naoewuMry.  ft)v  it  to 
tarn,  ere  I  can  thUik  mjiadf  quaUfi^ 
undertake  the  HevculMiii  task  whtab 
rdawney  would  asaigp  iiiie)i  I«  tbart» 
ly  more  of  Gwteude  ia  tbis  l^evi,  cn 
la  Mc  Fitzowcn  menkionad  th^  vwn 
^ns  which  have  induced  £äl^~  to  w% 
WH  wfaoUy  aUeot  ^n  thia  iüteneatÜng 

Adehif  lodked  u]ir  at  bar  fnmd  afe« 
w«ient%  with  an  expreaiuM  aif  ittiprisa 
n  bev  eGuritena«M  tbaib  aba^h^di  Gcoit 
tarn»  übt  a  litftb^i  and  aoltiiiiin^dQaplyi 
tm«ddfid^^  I  bope  yaMr  bfotbai  bak 
Bttded^totibar  aau»  of  BUm'ft  stnng» 
ilencek.  whioki  l  muali  own»  diitavbs  jqm 
«eeadingiy.'^ 

Adela  did  not  tapl^  to  thiainqtdcfjD ; 
not  onmmom  nrtttniinii^tQ  h»  bralheifs 
fltter»  ]iaai^/\tritdMiut  cdnoiawii^  tlur  acni^ 

cluding 
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eliiding  paragraph.— **  I  trust,  my  dear 
sister,  to  have  the  pleasure  of  introdu- 
dng  Miss  Malvem  to  you,  at  no  great 
distance  of  time ;  for  Trelawn^y  lias  re- 
quested  me  to  pürchäse  for  him  the  lit- 
tie  estate  called  Oak  Farm,  which  is 
not,  you  know,  more  tban  five  miles 
dl^nce  from  Ivy  Gross;'  and-  I  will 
leave  you  •  flow  to  anticipate,  with  me, 
the  matiy  happy  days  in  which  we  raay 
enjoy  their  society.*'  • 
' ,  Constaik^e  -'  was  no w  speechless  from 
astonishment.  She  had  long  attended 
to  Fitzöw0fi*s  letter,  with  a  throbbing — 
a  swellmg  heart ;  and  ä  message  being 
now  delivered  to  Adels  from  lady  Mar- 
lowe,  requesting  to '  speak  with  her  a 
few  mihutes,  she  was  lefl  to  the  indul* 
genoe  of  those  varied  emotions  which 
faad  beeil  th US  long  süppressed,  and 
which  now,  on  finding  herseif  alone, 
sought  relief  in  tears; 

For  many,  many:  minutes,  they  flow* 
ed  abundantly ;  but  not  long  did  Con- 

stance 
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mce  permit  any  indulgence  being 
'anted  to  a  weakness  of  ivhich  she  was 
hamedy  and.  resolutely  brushing  off 
ese  evidences  of  wounded  feeling,  and 
entally  exclaiming — *^  I  will  not  allow 
y  peace  of  mind  to  be  thus  unworthily 
laken/*  raised  herseif  from  the  sola, 
1  which  in voluntarily  she  had  sunk ; 
id  again  sitting  down  to  her  writing. 
^sk,  finished  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr, 
irlingford. 
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